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Anul acesta se implinesc 100 de ani batuti pe muchie de la nasterea Profesorului

de limba si literatura engleza Leon D. Levitchi. ESTE CENTENARUL LEVITCHI.
*

Nu existd gramadtic mai insemnat decat Leon Levitchi pentru profesorul
de limba englezad din Romaénia. A scris gramatici din care toti urmasii lui au invatat
structura limbii engleze, si cum poate ea fi predatd vorbitorului de limba romana. A
facut cele mai bune dictionare dintre cate avem. A tradus integral William
Shakespeare. A predat lexicologie. A scris , Invatati limba englezs firad profesor”. A
scris istoria literaturii engleze si americane.

Leon Levitchi [Radio Romania, 1973]

“Well —you see —quite, quite accidentally, I belong to an older generation; and
quite, quite accidentally, for twenty years on end I taught English grammar to our
students; and I taught them in the spirit of Charles Bally and Harold Palmer, not in
that of Chomsky.... I do not in the least believe in the idea that the history of linguistics
should be divided into two: the pre- and the post-Chomsky period. I should rather
say: I believe in things that can be demonstrated and I do not believe in things that
cannot be demonstrated. If —if! — the new achievements of linguistics can prove that
we have been in the wrong, and the new achievements are in the right, all the better —



we shall surrender to them: but, if they cannot justify themselves, all the worse —we
shall not surrender, and we shall go on saying that it is much much better to speak of
subject and predicate than of subject and predicate group (SG, or PG).”

Leon Levitchi [Radio Romania, 1972]
L.L: “..an Austrian professor invited me to join an international society of
lexicographers.”
Announcer: “Does that imply practical or theoretical activity?”
L.L: I don’t know yet; I only hope it will be applied linguistics —a discipline which I
personally like very much. Of course, I like theory as well, but only if it is based on
applied linguistics.”

C. George Sandulescu



LLA1

LLA 2

LLA 3

LLA 4

LLA5

LLA 6

LLA7

LLAS8

LLA9

LLA 10

LLA11

Leon Levitchi — Archive (LLA)

Leon D. Levitchi (1918-1991)

Ironia lui Byron.

Teza mea de licentd. 1941.

O intamplare cu tigani
1955

Chemarea Nordului
1937

Calatoriile lui Lapsus
1954

Caietul verde. Poeme
1938-1939

Poeme
1944-1946

Subliniere lingvistica in
opera dramatica a lui
Shakespeare.

Teza de doctorat. 1968

Inimi ruginite.
Piesa in 4 acte si 1 tablou.

Piesa
fara titlu

Visul unei nopti in miez de

vara
fragmente de traducere

4 decembrie
2013

2 februarie 2018

16 februarie
2018

23 februarie

2018

2 martie 2018

9 martie 2018

16 martie 2018

23 martie 2018

30 martie 2018

6 aprilie 2018

13 aprilie 2018

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
1-leon-levitchi.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-

2-ironia-byron-teza-

licenta.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
3-o-intamplare-cu-tigani.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
4-chemarea-nordului.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
5-lapsus.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
6-poeme-1938-1939.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
7-poeme-1944-1946.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
8-teza-doctorat.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-

9-inimi-ruginite.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
10-piesa-fara-titlu.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
11-visul-unei-nopti.html



http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-1-leon-levitchi.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-1-leon-levitchi.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-2-ironia-byron-teza-licenta.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-2-ironia-byron-teza-licenta.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-2-ironia-byron-teza-licenta.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-3-o-intamplare-cu-tigani.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-3-o-intamplare-cu-tigani.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-4-chemarea-nordului.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-4-chemarea-nordului.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-5-lapsus.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-5-lapsus.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-6-poeme-1938-1939.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-6-poeme-1938-1939.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-7-poeme-1944-1946.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-7-poeme-1944-1946.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-8-teza-doctorat.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-8-teza-doctorat.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-9-inimi-ruginite.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-9-inimi-ruginite.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-10-piesa-fara-titlu.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-10-piesa-fara-titlu.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-11-visul-unei-nopti.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-11-visul-unei-nopti.html

LLA 12

LLA 13

LLA 14

LLA 15

LLA 16

Essay on Criticism, 118-190
fragmente de traducere din
Alexander Pope

Man la Robert Burns

Oliver Wendell Holmes
(1809-1894)

Emisiuni Radio

A Course in English
Lexicology

20 aprilie 2018

27 aprilie 2018

4 mai 2018

11 mai 2018

18 mai 2018

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
12-essay-on-criticism.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
13-man-robert-burns.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
14-oliver-wendell-

holmes.html

http:/ /editura.mttlc.ro/ /lla-
15-emisiuni-radio.html

http://editura.mttlc.ro//lla-16-
english-lexicology.html



http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-12-essay-on-criticism.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-12-essay-on-criticism.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-13-man-robert-burns.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-13-man-robert-burns.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-14-oliver-wendell-holmes.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-14-oliver-wendell-holmes.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-14-oliver-wendell-holmes.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-15-emisiuni-radio.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-15-emisiuni-radio.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-16-english-lexicology.html
http://editura.mttlc.ro/lla-16-english-lexicology.html

Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16

A Course in English Lexicology
1963

Editie facsimil in 3 volume
Volumul 2

With all tne efforts of the lexicographers, no diction-
ary can be 'perfect': between the first moments of its ocom-
pilation snd the moment of its printing, new words and mean-
ings make it lose its 'up-to-dateness'. But, quoting Dr.John-
son 3 "Dictionaries sre like watches : the worst is better
than none™ To say nothing of the poetry they contain - at
least according to Oliver Wendell Holmes : "When I feel in-
clined to read poetry I take down my dictionary.

Editat de
C. George Sandulescu

si

Lidia Vianu

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlic.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018



APORARY

ree. _ CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE PRESS

The online Publishing House of the University of Bucharest

http://editura.mttic.ro

I Editura pentru studiul limbii engleze prin literaturd
Lidia Vianu
Director

UNIVERSITATEA DIN INSTITUTUL ®® BRITISH
C. George Sandulescu I CULTURAL
Exec&’ti\'e Advisor A ‘I}'§$"!:'I‘ ' ‘ ROM A N .. COUNCIL

ISBN 978-606-760-165-7
© L. Levitchi
Copertd, redactare si tehnoredactare
Lidia Vianu
Postare: Cristian Vijea

Imaginile de pe copertd: Leon Levitchi.
Citat din curs.

Contemporary Literature Press

Bucharest University

The Online Literature Publishing House
of the Universily of Bucharest

A Manual for the Advanced Study of Finnegans Wake
in One Hundred and Thirty Volumes

Totalling 31,802 pages
by C. George Sandulescu and Lidia Vianu

C ONTEMPORARY

You can dowlnoad our books for free,
Literature P ress including the full text of Frnnegans Wake line-numbered, at

http://editura.mttlc.ro/, httpy/sandulescu.perso.monaco.me/

N

http://editura.mttic.ro
ofthe Director
Lidia Vianu

Executive Advisor
C. George Sandulescu




Leon Levitchi— Archive. 16

A Course in English Lexicology
1963

Editie facsimil in 3 volume
Volumul 2

Editat de
C. George Sandulescu

si
Lidia Vianu

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018



Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018



Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P rEss

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P rEss

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P rEss

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi — Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

C ONTEMPORARY
Literature P ress

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2018




Leon Levitchi— Archive. 16
A Course in English Lexicology

- 65 -

of scientific and technical terms, e.g. biology, telephone,
television, dictaphone, semsseology, etc.

2. 0ld Forms and Grammatical Functions

A special chapter of Word-Formation is represented by
what lexicology usually calls 'Change of Meaning' - preser-
vation of the form and (im most cases, at least) of the gram-
matical function of a word, with a more or less marked change
of meaning or lexical value.

In the usual 'explanatory' type of dictionaries, the
semantic changes that a word undergoes in the course of its
evolution are marked by its various meanings (commonly spe-
cified by figures). But the historical principle is far from
being observed by all these dictionaries; more often than not
it is the principle of 'frequency' or ‘'ecirculation' which
prevails, with the result that the most general or frequent
meaning of a word is placed first, irrespective of chronolo-
gical evolution, then comes the next meaning, less general or
frequent than the first, yet more general and frequent  than
the third, and so on. The noun WALL, for instance, presents
the following image in a couple of monolingual English dic-
tionaries :

WALL,n.: 1. & s0lid structure, usually vertical,
made of stone, brick, wood, concrete, etec.,
forming one of the sides of a building or a
room; 2. the inside surface of any vessel or
hollow space. (A.S.Hornby et alt., The Ad-
vanced Learner's Dictionary of Current Eng-
lish, London, 1958.)

WALL,n.: 1. Continuous and usually vertical and
s0lid structure of stones, bricks, concrete,
timber, etc. serving to enclose (partly) or
protector divide off town, house,room,field,
etc.; 2. Something resembling in appearance cr
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vely 'a building with machinery for grinding grain into flour'
( moard ) came to be likewise applied to a 'factory' (e.g.'a
textile mill', 'a paper mill'.)
Other examples :

press : l. & machine for pressing, e.g. 'wine-
press';
2. a machine for printing - also 'print-
ing press'. =

cap ¢+ 1. a covering for the head ; 2. anything
like a cap in use or shape, as a cap on
a bottle.

pencil:1,P.-L,,8 small hair-brush for painting;
2. an instrument for writing with.

pen : 1l. a quill-feather ; 2. a similar in-
strument with a nib.

It is noteworthy that a number of words belonging to a
specific domain are often transferred to a new domain with a
change of meaning. I.V.Arnold in his Leksikologhia angli js-
kovo jazyka mentions thnat "a whole series of words connected
with such a new branch of technigue as aviation have appeared
by changing the meaning of certain nautical terms",Examples:

ilot, cabin, cockpit (the pilot's cabin), course, navigation
(ef air-navigation), to sail ("a plana"), stern ('pupa"),etc.

Many of the examples so far listed in connection with
the causes determining changes of meaning are also indebted
to the very important mental process of association, material-
ized in the semantic evolution of words by metaphor, metonymy,
synecdoche, etc. -~ figures of speech which shall be treated
in a specisl chapter (see page.278). In the meanwhile,compare
the pairs of meanings below, of which the second represents a 2
semantic change based on association:

box : 1. & container made of wood, cardboard,or
metal ("cutie"); 2. anything similar in
shape to box (1); case, chest, a small hut
or wooden sheltor,.a small compartment in
a theatre, etc.
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The dog showed signs of intelligence. (i.e. The
dog manifested intelligence); etec.

Many English words have undergone & change of meaning
which lies in the addition of what may be termed emotional
connotation: to their primary sense or senses; a word initial-
ly used to merely state a fact was later on used to express
the speaker's emotional attitude, too. Thus, the adjectives

enormous (L.' "e" - out of; "norma" - rule, standard), extra-
ordinary (L. "extraordinarius", "extra ordinem" - outside the

usual order), and extravagant (L. "extra" - outside, and "va-
gansy- tis" - wendering.) Formerly they simply meant that some-
thing passed ordinary or prescribed limits, e.g. an enormous
appetite (an abaormel eppetitc); an extraordinary occurrence
(an occurrence which was not in the ordinary course of things);
extravagant behaviour (behaviour which did not conform to the
accepted rules of decency.) But if we emplcy these words now
we mean to indicate not only that what is referred to is un-
usual or abnormal, but that it is to such a degree ag to ex-
cite our wonder, indignation, or contempt.

As a rule, contraction (see page 59) does not imply a
change of meaning (although style is generally affected);yet
there are cases proving the contrary, e.g. history-story,
example-sample, defence~fence, etc.

Ellipsis, as a more comprehensive phenomenon than con~-
traction proper, offers numerous examples of change of mean-
ing in words otherwise enjoying their old-established sig-
nifications.

A most characteristic example is the verb will (would)
sometimes meaning will (would) go, leave, start, etc. in
Shakespesre's English, e.g.

I'1l to my book. (The Tempest, III, 1, 94.)

I'1ll in,. (The Merry Wives of Windsor,I1T,3,145.)
He is very sick and would to bed.(He ¥y IL3,8%:)

I'ld with thee. (Coriolanus, IV,1,57.)
1l V.A. Ko onin, English I.exico.logy,lloscow,l9_59(condansed).
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