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Anul acesta se împlinesc 100 de ani bătuţi pe muchie de la naşterea Profesorului 

de limbă şi literatură engleză Leon D. Leviţchi. ESTE CENTENARUL LEVIŢCHI. 

* 

 Nu există grămătic mai însemnat decât Leon Leviţchi pentru profesorul de 

limba engleză din România. A scris gramatici din care toţi urmaşii lui au învăţat 

structura limbii engleze, şi cum poate ea fi predată vorbitorului de limba română. A 

făcut cele mai bune dicţionare dintre câte avem. A tradus integral William 

Shakespeare. A predat lexicologie. A scris „Învăţaţi limba engleză fără profesor”. A 

scris istoria literaturii engleze şi americane.  

 Leon Leviţchi [Radio România, 1973] 

 “Well—you see—quite, quite accidentally, I belong to an older generation; and 

quite, quite accidentally, for twenty years on end I taught English grammar to our 

students; and I taught them in the spirit of Charles Bally and Harold Palmer, not in 

that of Chomsky.... I do not in the least believe in the idea that the history of linguistics 

should be divided into two: the pre- and the post-Chomsky period. I should rather 

say: I believe in things that can be demonstrated and I do not believe in things that 

cannot be demonstrated. If—if!—the new achievements of linguistics can prove that 

we have been in the wrong, and the new achievements are in the right, all the better—

we shall surrender to them: but, if they cannot justify themselves, all the worse—we 



  
 

 
 

shall not surrender, and we shall go on saying that it is much much better to speak of 

subject and predicate than of subject and predicate group (SG, or PG).” 

 

Leon Leviţchi [Radio România, 1972] 

L.L: “...an Austrian professor invited me to join an international society of 

lexicographers.” 

Announcer: “Does that imply practical or theoretical activity?” 

L.L: I don’t know yet; I only hope it will be applied linguistics—a discipline which I 

personally like very much. Of course, I like theory as well, but only if it is based on 

applied linguistics.” 

 

C. George Sandulescu  
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