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Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
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sistematic gramaticii liste de cuvinte , pentru a “"mbognTi vocabul arul cursantului . Ace
manual.

Am al eschédipuhn paralel cpepropoonfbai wepretrtiaduisnex [ ti u doun | uc
rond, cursantul contemporan nu mai are rnbdare sn caute twavint el
chuta “n dicTionar. cn al doil ea r©nditwl amrfervibiiio,s Isin esatue ei mp ardt
propoziTie de “ndatn ce a fost tradusn, pentru ca metodmei®n ai bn
ma i multe propozi Tili una dupn alta.

Toate cele [aptwuicali emedactaadol vechi. Am pAstrat |liniile ce
ei de metodn retro, dar [i ca sA ne concentrnAnm pe conTinuwu TOTAL
din metoda comuifiac aetainreieuwerrev (i gondire
Volumele 1, 2.Englezadela7la77dean, ~n doamt @mp IThn r. i Teaducereicurcheaier i

Vol umel ¢ iln elidii t2 ]timpuklewerbadea,z " n propozi Tii sau conteseéeTimamneampil
Ti mpurile sunt plasate “n mai multe povestioare cu haz,eaeducascopul
engleza vorbitn. Elevii trebuie puli shA repovesteéasika,tismpslchs mibd
Volumul3. Or a de elmqldauzxreri Cilcheeovestiri

Volumul3 [ mult schi mbat, dupn publicnrile anterioare din ani. 199
primele doun volume guret s'empaceaad emagie rmercel i pani ]

Volumul4. Admi t er ea ITa aBnugleeg zn .gQuaeheiat i cal n.

Volumul 4 este fostaEngl ezn, cbo&@heeemult schimbatn. Vol umul preghintelte |

englezhn [admitere,|l at esitcee ud,e utnoiavteer sfietlautr i | e] . Este o trecere "n r
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“n paral el cu rom®Gna, pentru ca toTi cursanTii shA "~ nTedrageadign | ogi
ultimul capitolau ca scop snh atragn tuturor atenTia cn niciodatn nu traduc
Acest volum a for mat multe generaTi.i de profesori. Del i scri
di stribumftermednul | ibrAariilor “ncn mai funcTiona “n toatn Tar a.
pentru a educa |l ogica englezei voraidgtedt, |na ceaadn plea pliiabmrcei iad ap en
care aveau sh ajungh profesori de englezn au “~ncemsctis.cu acel man:

Volumul 5. Subiecte date la Admitere 1974-1990.Cu cheie.
Volumul 5 cuprinde subiectele date la examenul de admitere la Facultat a de Engl eznin din Bucurelt.i

competi Tia ajungea | i -dma plidstcraantdiidiaTa weniltocur dneea | or : sunt te
di ferenTele dintre englezn 1 r o mesnthe  SArC etsrtaed uceix tsee nasrualt,n nu ceu ve©n
Volumul6. St udent | &arBdgkcerze. gQuehemi@at i cal n.

Volumul 6 [republicatintr-o f or mn modi fi catn aproape total, realezatn “n pag
reti pAariteilnaBite ode ctomdbducere [ i &multiple choiceé6, pe® fobeimhccloa
difern mult de volumul de dtaddien Riclegrn | vywamsnp &ien alda esearzinvel avan:
cuvint e, adnug®©nd o dificultate “n plus: alegerea soluTiebnecwrecte
rom©na, dar nu se pot folosi "~ n englezn.

Volumul 7 . Examen | a Gr @radacerecugheiengl ez n.

Volumul7 [ i nedit] cuprinde texte narative mai scurte ori ma i | unc
studenTilor la englezn, profesorilor de englezn, cursanéilsdr acat
student ul ui cum sn «apcaheaak Bmbihengierel.t e | e
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Toate cele [apte wwdswuamreTisleoradd,e sdteasladire owa&re tietlieu rom@neite [ i &
de | i mba engl ezhnh.

Acest gen de manual clui msiptecde dpoza, et¢ardée eottea,l “~nsn, plin de
moment . Eu nu descopnr America: nu fac dec®©t sn merg pe itiunni a pr
ciclu de volume sobtrieuy, npaeintmuul te ldeevci©tc asrfie sle uite |l a o pozh: un m
romoOneli ti

21.12.2021
Lidia Vianu

Link comun: https://editura.mttlc.ro/metoda _ -lidia -vianu-7-volume.html
Volumul 1: https://editura.mttlc.ro/metoda _ -lidia -vianu -volumul -1.html
Volumul 2: https://editura.mttlc.ro/metoda _-lidia -vianu -volumul -2.html|
Volumul 3: https://editura.mttlc.ro/metoda _ -lidia -vianu -volumul -3.html|
Volumul 4: https://editura.mttlc.ro/metoda _ -lidia -vianu -volumul -4.html
Volumul 5: https://editura.mttlc.ro/metoda _ -lidia -vianu -volumul -5.html|
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1.
DI Ciupercn tocmai <crescuse Mr Mushroom had just grown tall enough to enjoy the fresh
seara ploioasn [i proaspnAtn. rainy evening.
cncepea sn se “ntrebe cOt o He was beginning to wonder how much bigger he would get.
De cum bnuse apn de ploai e, Ever since he haddrunk rain water, he had become addicted
to it.
PArinTi.i I ui beau “n mod r ec¢ His parents would drink muddy water on a regular basis.
O beau de mai multe zile, i They had been drinking it for days and would ring up all
i cunol t-idisdue bustu.c a s n their bosom friends and acquaintances to discuss its taste.
DI Ciupercn se fnhncu ala de- Mr Mushroom grew so big that he could ring the ch urch bells
singurel clopotele bisericii. all alone.
Dupn ce a tras clopotele bis When he had rung the church bells on the first Sunday of his
lu,s-a “~nt ©mpl at s A tarne cceom vpien life, we happened to be passing byand persuaded him to join
CU noi. us.
De cOteva zil e est e ewuputeagepera He has been with us for a few days, and is now afraid he
doctorul din partea |l ocului, might be spotted by the local physician, who will eat nothing
decat ciuperci. but mushrooms for lunch.
2.

DI PulculiThnh, agent ul de b Mr Piggybank, the stockbroker, has been trying to come up
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modurinoidea-l i dubl a contul "~ n b with new ways of doubling his bank account.
Cu ceva VrIeme “n ur mn ban His bank made unwise investments a while ago, and Mr
nechibzuite, [ de atunci ’ Piggybankds fortune has beel
scade.
¢nai nitie psinardn banii fusese Before he lost his money, he had been a millionaire.
Cam de un an “ncoace ncear For a year now he has been trying to do a number of things.
Anul trecut a c©ntat din dot Last year he sang for money in the subway station every
pe bani. other day.
E [tiut ca milionarul @O n tArx He has been known as the singing millionaire ever since the
hartedeosut h de dolari “~n pnlnar mayor dropped a hundred -dollar bill in his hat.
StrAndaniile lui au dat roade His efforts have paid off, he is a millionaire once again, and

vrieme a “nceput s n ¢ ©mteteou dec

pl hcer e.

lately he has started playing the violin in the subway station
for fun.

DI Magie, vrnjitorul, a fnAnci Mr Magic, the wizard, cast a spell and sank a ship in the
in Pacific. Pacific.

cn vreme ce se s-@aufdandas ewana As the ship was sinking, he realized he had cast the wrong
vraja. spell.

Dupn -@esscufundat vaporruelnuna When the ship had sunk, he wished he had given up black
mult | a magie neagr n. magic long before.

POnn "~ n #Aiauae oa nxdi s uitteotde n To this very dayii he is five hundred and a day old i he has
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sh readucn vaporul de pe fur been trying to bring the ship back from the bottom of the
ocean.
De ani de zil e chiar ncear For years he has even tried swimming monthly to the spot

locul unde s-a dus vaporul la fund.

where the ship sank.

Dat fiind cn DI Magi e a devc«

car e Vi ziteazn Al catraz, C
Franciscosau ~nvnTat sn | e cear:i
baghetet magi ce, ca snh ghnhsladansaorta

vaporul cand s-a pierdut.

Dna Coadnl ungn, v - Muatr perihiau) de t

As Mr Magic has become a tourist attraction for those who
visit Alcatraz, children who go on trips to San Francisco will

ask their parents to buy them wands so that they may find all
the gold the ship was carrying when it was lost.

Mrs Longtail, the squirrel, has just got her driving licence.

conducere.

Acum | ntreabn pe agentul She is now asking the traffic agent if she will ever be allowed
vreodadtin fsol oseascn mal i nepaa to use her car when hopping from tree to tree.

in copac.

Agent ul de circulaTie 7 rn The traffic agent is answering that she is likely to cause a

un ambuteiaj atunci c¢c©nd con

traffic jam when she drives her car from branch to branch.

Mai biame cluimpnra elicopter.

She had better buy a helicopter.

Dna Coadnlungn este de pnre
volan, ar putea aduna mult mai multe intr -un timp mult mai
scurt-arl ipustea chiar sn str

Mrs Longtail thin ks that, if she drove while she picked
acorns, she would be able to pick a lot more a lot faster, and
she might even slip one int
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vede.

pentru Cca acesta

DI Attila, hunul, tocmais -aintorsacash duph ce

Ora de Englezi.

9
latter should look the other way.
Mr . Attil a, t he Hun, has ju

absence.

¢li chnlnreita ¢cakunl edatcOmd !

He has been riding his horse since he mounted it, a year ago.

Tat nla |cunifhaihtea li.

His father rode it before him.

Tat nta Ipurievienit ¢cn o snh fie
vreodatn shA umble pe jos.

His father warned him he would be defeated by the Romans
if he ever tried to walk.

Prin urmarecdlnAetieéacaliul

-

Whenever the sun rises, Mr Attila is therefore riding his

soarel e, 1 nu se oprelte pc¢ horse, and he never stops until the moon has risen.

¢n nopTile c¢c©nd nu este lunt On the nights when there is no moon, he will sleep in the
saddle.

Acum ch a revenit-leunogcsn, abi Now that he is back home, | am looking forward to meeting
him.

Mi-am cumpnrat | un cal de | | have even bought a wooden horse.

M-am g©ndii-orstdcad Inwi Attila un | thought Mr Attila could use a rest.

Tocmaim-a anunTat d | Mo r o eoh nsons

Mr Grumpy, the owl, has just let me know that he will never
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zboare p©nn ce nu va fi wuci s fly again until the dragon has been slain.
Pe de altn parfat edatbalearuir ude The dragon, on the other hand, informed me yesterday that

trniascn c¢coOt

poftelte.

he would live for as long as he pleased.

Sunt convins c¢cnh balaurul va | am sure the dragon will have flown away by the time Mr

gatd sat ace banda domnul ui M Grumpyds gang are ready to

Delaovr eme bufni Ta spune tutu For some time now, the owl has been telling everyone in the

punn mOGna pe bal aur. forest that he will have thi

Acum o or n, atunci cOnd a ¢ When he learned about it an hour ago, the dragon asked the

intrebat-o | a telefon pe bufniTn owl on the phone whether he would rather have his head

cu sau fArA mustaThn. with or without a moustache.

Sezvonelte c¢cn dI Morcovi , i Mr Carrots, the rabbit, is rumoured to have become a great

admirator al lui Mozart. fan of Mozart.

Se relateazn cn de c©Tiva a For several years he hasbeen reported to play the piano

zile la pian. every other day.

Se alteaptn woasdet hm@nNA sashr On Monday week he is expected to become the conductor of

filarmonicii. the philharmonic.

Pare sn fi alteptatsldwej brmul tr He seems to have been waiting for this position for a long
time.

Dacnhn se alteapot ir ecfiunzeev,a pcoat e If anyone expects him to refuse it, let me tell you he is very

foarte

puTin

probabil

Cc a

e |

unlikely to do so.
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8.
Este absol ut n eTcoets,ar s pciao nd It is imperative that Mr Know -It-All, the spy, should report
raportul. in today.
Leful [ ui pleacn | a Anvers, His boss is leaving for Antwerp, where he will be spending
ef al c ethotel ma i bun the whole summer as the chef of the best hotel.
cnsul i General ul a insistat The General himselfi nsi sted that the
de |l a Anvers reTeta |l or pent back from Antwerp their recipe for apple pie.

E firesc

-dat, spoeul, Ida

nLet ci nep fost el ales

It is natural that Mr Know -It-All, the spy, should have been

pentru aceastn misiune. upset by the fact that he was not chosen for this mission
himself.

El a fost <cel care a cerut It was he who urged that apple pies should be made

facn dupn reTete belgiene, according to Belgian recipes, which had to be stolen, because

bel gieni i nu Vvoiau nicidec the Belgians would never reveal the secret out of their own

bunnhAvoiesstat

codificate pentru suedezi.

DI Pagani ni

cOnt at

a

Vi

vi ol
oar a

oni

u

st ul
pe

ade nasemenea ¢cC:

, a
c©Onc

free will, and he also urged that they should contain encoded
messages for the Swedes.

Mr Paganini, the violinist, would rather his girl friend had
not been playing his violin while he was recording his first
CD.
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Mncar dardiascudta. | If only she had listened to him.
DI Paganini avea sentimentul cnh -ei Mr Paganini felt it was high time she bought her own violin.
cumpere O Vioarn a ei
¢l dndea seama c niifidatvioara lui e He was aware that she wished he had given her his own
Ziua ei. violin for her birthday.
Se spunea c¢cnh are un Stradive He was said to own a Stradivarius.

Indiferent ce s-ar  f i alteptat ea s

Whatever she may have expected him to do, he told her

strnbunicol®m ®¢ ‘cmsoare cu great-grandparents that he would never marry her unless she
se apucn sn cO©nte |l a alt ince started playing a different instrument.

10.
Dna Dungi, zebra, aleargn de Mrs Stripes, the zebra, has been running to and fro all her life.
leiaf ugit ala de departe cn a Yesterday she ran so far away that she almost left the Congo.
ToTaus ntrebat dacn,oDnan Dal Everyone wondered if Mrs Stripes, the zebra, would be
ol i mpiadn. running for the Olympics.
Mama ei a cO©ltigat la o olir Her mother won the Olympics when she was young.
De at unc taopriidmalergatn s She has not stopped running ever since.
ToTi 0 ‘"ntreabcionme IdfhautDuma Everybody is asking Mrs Stripes when she last saw her
dat n. mother.
Zebra ar vrea adesea -siotintrebe The zebra often wishes her acquaintances stopped asking her
de mama ei. about her mother.
Mhncar dach-oaci heveaelda f il mu If only someone asked her about the movie she is planning to
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sA facn! make!
11.
Nu era nevoie ca dl PAtrunj Mr Parsley, the chef, need not have cooked the fish before the
peltele Soméamsen smegi na. Queen had arrived.
Trebuiasso " ntrebe dacn ar prefe He should have asked her whether she would rather have
bineli spunea ch este vegetar:i fish or beef, and she had better have told him she was a
vegetarian.
Nu se put ecad! aP i tspu @etaekeregina. Mr Parsley could not have been expected to know what the
Queen wanted.
Ce manca regina lapranz de obicei? What did the Queen usually have for lunch?
DI Patiruntjreelbn pe toTi dachn Mr Parsley asked everyone whether they had the slightest
cu toTii de ce vrea el sn It idea, and they all wondered why he wanted to know.
Nuseal tepta nimeni ca dlI Pntir Nobody expected Mr Parsley to be so keen on pleasing the
fach pe plac reginei pentru Queen, as everyone knav she was going to have his head cut
gOndi smeteze capul i medi at d off as soon as she had had lunch.
12.
DI Latrat, ogarul , vru sn | Mr Bark, the hound, wanted to know why the wind was
rnsnrit | a apus. blowing from east to west on Monday.
Duminicn bntuse de | a nord | On Sunday it had blown from north to south.
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Se pl ©nse c¢cn bate mpiedccrc He complained that the wind blew every day, and it
urmele. prevented him from following the scent.
DILAtrat mer gea-amn afzinhe d ar & ©dl Mr Bark would go hunting every afternoon since he had been
fusese pArnsit de dna LAtrat forsaken by Mrs Bark.
Nevastaluil-a pnrnsit atunci ¢6©nd His wife left him when she learned he had been having an

vul poai candsiachcdene©r it .

affair with the vixen ever since they had got married.

DI LAatrat - $pinawnate,A ili s e Mr Bark suspected her to have been spying on him, and

ea este agent secret | nu | wondered if she was a secret agent and he did not know it.
13.

Nu trebuia dna MAturn, vrnji Mrs Broom, the witch, should not have used frog legs in her

e i picioare de broscoi fnrn potion without checking the recipe first.

Maibinen-o dndea “~ n c | -aexplddatoame nt She had better not have brought it to a boil, because her pot

blew up.

Acum vr nj prefesarcaebaoscaiul pecareta pr i n Now the witch would rather the frog she had caught had

fost mai vG@nijfois ’Inigaisgdicicarele. s n been stronger, and had not allowed her to cut his legs off.
14.

The count was asked to give up his castle, but he would not.

Issacerutcont el ui S A rdameanriite | a
Cond a fost “"ntrebat de ce
rispuns pur -Aresdmpuuondensn |

When asked why he would not move out,
answered he would not know.

he simply
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Snteni i au a meadea fodla grajdorii iar el as The villagers threatened they would set fire to his stables,
replicat -ifhoeunaaAstan u and he simply replied that they would not do that to him.
Sntenii au afirmat cn pot d-¢ The villagers stated they could if they would, and they
o fach. definitely should.
15.
Precis eceal Wdaactk viriej ul de f a Jack must have watered his bean stalk twice a day for it to
pentrucavr ej ul snA fi crescut al have grown so tall so fast.
Se spunea ch vrejulbcedaf hmsol The bean stalk was said to have reached the morning star.
Trebui aspannh cineaacel vioi gack Someone should have told Jack he must not climb it.
el.
Precis c¢cn mama | ui dor mea -l His mother must have been sleeping when Jack went up to
cunoasch pe uri al , -i pamtdrew meet the giant, or else she would never have allowed him to
ni ci odaduicrs.n se go.
llar fi spus cnhn vAitfakbui tmaie She would have told him he would have to do his homework
first.
16.
Al fi put ut-a affdraatci mmbrma pe | could have found out who had stolen my shadow while |
mare. had been growing up.
E ciudat cn mn "~ ntrebi acum It is strange that you should be asking me now what | should
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la vremea aceea. have done if | had known about it at the time.
N-am [ tiut niciodatnAn cn toat | | never knew everyone must have a shadow.
Poate plimbam cainele atunci cand sa intamplat. | may have been walking the dog when it all happened.
Se prea poate snhn fi f-alsabarmami It may as well have been the postman who stole it, for all |

know.
Cine itie, poate ai fost chi It may even have been you, for all | know.
Dach mn go©ndesc mai bi ne, e Now that | come to think of it, it is very strange that you
umbre (i eu niciuna. should have two shadows, while | have none.
Credeam ch este din cauzn c| | thought it was because | am in my early twenties and you
de ani, iar tu te apropii de are in your late eighties.
Acum cnh atheafl at , -mioiapoih e | i Now that | have found out the truth, give it back to me, will

you!

17.

Urma ca eu snhn fi furat coro | was to havest ol en the kingds cr
scutura din cap, dar regele head, but the king would only nod.
SfAntuitorul I ui T s U s ecsoen His advisor had told him he was never to disagree with any
nici unul dintre supuli, al a of his subjects, so he approved of everything he was told.
Putedi cemi o bucatn din reg One could ask him for a part of his kingdom and he would

nod.
Put ea-mi siir osesc aniprivibdurai cduir | could have wasted years of my life watching him nod.
“"nclinhAn capul
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Al a

-am T ntrebat dacn o

scutur at

éimn “@mdpg Aclait -acor oan.

S

7

n m

So | asked him if he would ever argue with me, he shook his
head, and | snatched his crown. Here it is.

18.
llam spus c¢cn amm HnHenva@iog exzre oc | told him | needed my glasses back, and | was very angry
foarte m@nivosutc rsaind urc n . that he would not bring them.
A ronjit 1[i-i an é ompifae drif peniruei u He grinned and whispered | need not worry about them.
Ma i are nevoie de ei doun zi He needed them for another two days.
Mai binenui-i “ mprumutam niciodat | had better never have lent them to him.
Nu er a nmivofiac sdgiriji c¢cnh o sn | need not have worried he would be angry with me.
Ar fi tirebddutnshnnapoi ma-iiia idr | He should have brought them back sooner if he hoped to
cu imprumut. borrow them again.
Nu vA “un@mrfiamniciodatniA ni mAn Never lend your glasses to anyone: you may never see them
SA -inumai vedeTi again.

19.
Pol i Tistul nu ar e dr edp tatelori asel The policeman cannot enter my room whenever he feels like
el chef. it.
De-ar f i sn cearn o chei e -idau If he were to ask for a key to my room, | should definitely
una. refuse to give him one.
NuU -i xlna nu s emifi foratieleheia™ He cannot have stolen my key, can he?
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Nu are alibi pentru azi di m He does not have an alibi for this morning, and | think he
putinTn ca el sn fi ur mar it candt have been foll owing t
ni meni de | a care aceltia st no one in the streets to steal from.
E posi bil sh se fi -niifiloakdheiatde He may very well have stolen into my room and taken my
rezervn pe c©ndopokei-Brimosg. s B spare key, while | must have been dreaming | was offering it
to Prince Charming.
Poate cn deschide ulia chiar He may be opening the door while | am writing thi s text.
¢ci vedeTi umbra pe perete? Can you see his shadow on the wall?
20.
COnd am sA arunc eu r Fatriaiswalfi, When | throw the letter away, the merchant who sent it will

traversat Canalul Manecii.

have crossed the Channel.

Cand am plecat I-a m

mine prin e -mail.

ntrebat dacn ar

When | left, | asked him if he would rather communicate with
me by e-mail.

Lia dat

i w@mspss -acnl tieir s

| aptopul

de -pom@madutt
i toate ad

He gave away his laptop when he sold his shop, and | was
told he had also deleted all his addresses.

Va fi

ch-am pri mi-t

lui.

cnl At or

it

prin Angl i a

aceastn desemnatcainek

He will have been travelling across England for months
when | tell him | have not received this letter in which his dog
is drawn.

Anultrecutmi-a tr i mi s

[ p e

care de

a

0 S c-a desemabpisiea,
munci o tot

Last year he sent me a letter in which he had drawn his cat,
and which | have been keeping in my drawer ever since.

Sper-a

7

gnsesc

eu

p i d§adopape &mandoiC

He hoped | would find his cat and dog for him, and adopt
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pentru cn el este mai mul t | them both, because he was mostly in Prague.
Poat e akflo fdiactEn cnii platit, d | might have done it if he had paid me, but if he does not,
face-0? why should 1?

21.
DnaCi ocol at n, briola, "1 -7 nctc Mrs Chocolate, the muffin, asked the baker when he would
un soT. bake a husband for her.
Voia shA Itie dachn aruas pé fosut e She wanted to know if the baker had any idea who had slain
bAarbat. her former husband.
Brutarul “1i “ntrebA ucenict The baker asked his apprentice what the latter had been
di sphrut dl Ciocol atn. doing on the night Mr Chocolate had disappeared.
Ucenicul se “"ntrebn c©nd oa The apprentice wondered when the baker would find out it
mOlncat pe dl Ciocolatn a fo had been the baker 06s or@®hocolate,i
di vorTeze de ea. and if he would divorce her.
22.

Piticul de turtn dulce a wuci The gingerbread dwarf slew the ant on the counter, and he is
“"ncnhA de atunci fugnAnreite el said to have been chasing antsever since.
Furnica “ncerca de mai -bi me The ant had been trying to bite his toes for over half an hour
degetele de la picioare atunci cand piticul a turnat pe tejghea when the dwarf poured hot chocolate on the counter and
ciocolatn fiesbinte i a “~ne drowned it.
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D a ¢ h -arlfiispusaceasta la vreme furnicilor, ele n-ar linge

7

If the ants had been told about it in time, they would not be

acum ciocolata vArsatn pe te licking the chocolate spilt on the counter now.

Ma i degrabn ar " nfuleca pitd. They would be devouring the gingerbread dwarf instead.
23.

Femeile “Ii ascunsesern copi The women had hidden their children lest the dragon should

oareci shA mAn®©nce. feed them mice.

Le era interzis copiilor shnh The children were forbidden to play with dice lest they

| e nghitn. should swallow them.

Sa nt ©mp | at s n f i 4au latanplat toatea | happened to be there when all this took place.

acestea.

Mergeam adesea pe acolo ' n | would often go that way on my daily walk towards the hills,

dealuri, iar “n ziua aceea I and on that day | was wondering where all those children

copiii aceia. had come from.

M©&Gncam o clntitn, pentru ch | was eating a pancake, because | will always eat pancakes

mn pl i mb. when | take a walk.

Aminsistat s A mi se fach cunoltin | insisted that | should be introduced to the dragon.

L-am “ntrebat de ce nu l-asrnnh« | asked him why he would not leave the children alone, and

mOni os c¢ch est-auddatcpaodachn he replied angrily that it was because they had given him lice.
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24,
Dna Picioarelungi, barza, cz¢ Mrs Longlegs, the stork, is always falling down whenever
sAi facn cuibul pe acoperil she tries to make her nest on a roof.
Nu pare sn se sinchiseasch She does not seem to mind it very much, but today she is
puTin prodadbin lzicain nni mi c. unlikely to be quiet about it.
Cu toate a@hi ceit eo dger soann i Although she is usually a quiet person, she is being quite
zgomotoasn, sparge geamuri | noisy now, breaking windows and pulling telegraph poles
down.
| se “"ntOmpt®ndnli if ac®n a-hporng,r She will do that once in a while, and, when she starts doing
nu mai este de oprit. it, there is no stopping her.
SA nu cumva sn te prindn chn Do not let her catch you peeping at her when she is mad,
este furioasnh, tuprestchimbat vreiltk unless you want to be turned into a stork yourself.
25.
cond am chzut “n muluroi, -o¢ When | fell into the anthill, I thought | had fallen into an
prnpasti e. abyss.
Mi se spusese cn, dacn voi | had been told that, if this ever happened to me, | would be
se dea 0o odaie a mea atunci given a room of my own when | reached the bottom, after |
voi fi observat atent. had been closely watched.
Credeam cn o sn mi se ofere | thought | would be offered strange meals, and taught how
nvaAaTat cum se sapn un tunel to dig a tunnel.
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Inlocdet oat e acestea, mi se dni Instead of all that, | was constantly ordered about, and | was
fost amenon$at mchAse mai “ng threatened that | would never be allowed to see the light of
Zilei. day again.
Eprecis un col mar. This must be a nightmare.
TreminTirepede! Wake me up, will you!
26.
Ni ci odaam wruzdt pe omul a c¢n Never have | seen the man whose car hasbeen parked
“n faTa casei-ammutataicide c©nd r outside my house since | moved in.
Malina aceast a, ale cnhnrei f This car, whose headlights are broken, had never been
pO©nnhA acum doun cliappora®mndcn moved until two minutes ago, when the engine started,
era ni meni “n malinnA. although there was nobody in the car.
Abia atunci am bnnuit ch ape Only then did | suspect it belonged to an invisible man.
De abia am auzit zgomOneglkp! Hardly had | heard the noise of the engine when it started
claxoneze. honking.
Nicihumi-am dat seama c¢c©O©nd am t-i | did not realize when | had flung the door open and rushed
am repezit afarhn. outside.
Nu s e p odaratenai muit dd cinci secunde. It cannot have lasted for more than five seconds.
Precis arntam ca un nnt ©ng | must have looked like a fool who was staring at an invisible
i nvizibiln. car.
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27.
Nu-mi" ntindeam hainele | a usc: | should not have hung my clothes to dry outside if it were
raining.
Dacn -ami fsi spus aglédalividiuec ef urntr If | had been told a storm was coming, | should be taking
acum. them in now.

Prognoza
se amestecn extratereltridi

meteo a zis c¢ch o sf¥
i

The weather forecast said it would be a sunny day, unless the
aliens interfered.

Dacih dndeam <crezare veci nud
prevenit afil eo aszii seextr ater el
acum hainel ealpeumbha ol npul

28.

If I had believed my neighbour when he warned me there
would be aliens in the neighbourhood today, | would still
have my clothes on now, and would not be walking sta rk
naked.

Detectivul s-ar Tine de pl an-ailexplicade The detective would stick to his original plan if you
cum intri ce vrei de |l a strr explained to him as soon as you came in what you wanted
from your great -grandmother and where she was.

Datn fiind si-aualti meb &t exammkc As it is, he has just asked me if you would have killed her
candaivizitat-o ul ti ma oar h, ceea ¢ when you last visited her, which is what he really believes.
Acum o cliphn mh " ntrebam c A minute ago | wondered when he would find evidence to
dovedeascn ch eiti vinovat. prove you were guilty.

Dacn al putea fi sigur ch -a If 1 could be sure he had found enough proofs, | think |
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angaja chiar-oeshA Imn at@indinn should hire him myself, and then nobody will ever suspect
amingropat-o eu “'n curtea din spa me of having buried her in the back yard, which | did.

29.
Al vrea ca albina sA nu mna f | wish the bee had not stung the tip of my nose, because I look
chn acum arnt ca un beTiv. like a drunkard now.
Tocmai mi-a dat prin minte cnAn al It has just occurred to me that | could see a doctor, and he
poate amifaceasn umflntura. might make the swelling go away.
Al vrea sdiusiunimsii ddatn | a phn | wish | had never gone to the woods.
Mai bine nu tulburam stupul de albine. | had better never have disturbed the beehive.
Dar oric©tn vreme ar fi raams However long my nose may be swollen, though, at least |
mOncat toatndeili iecie@aasanlecea have eaten all their delicious honey.
Cenar da ele sn nu mn fi ~cun Do they not wish they had never met me!
30.
Dacn cumva i suceam goOtul ? Suppose | had wrung his neck!
Ar arnAnta ca |[i cum ar avea ¢ He would look as if he had eyes at the back of his head.
O dA doreascn sn nu fi dat He will wish he had never set eyes on me.
SA i fi nchipuit el -afta pm Had he imagined | would take revenge on him, he would not
acum “n faTa mea. be standing in front of me now.

E vremea mwelTe cineva minte.

It is about time someone taught him a lesson.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e anate
Inviias gramaen
25
Sunt convins -thnaacuptefeodis:s | am sure he would rather everyone obeyed him.
¢nsn, dachA nu fuge coOt | AT But, unless he runs away as fast as he can, | am certain | shal
sucesc gatul. wring his neck.
31.
Al v r-miantrebfiecinuiunde a fost ase | would like to ask my neighbour where he was last night,
plinn. when there was a full moon.
Se poate, “nsh, sal intea. | a He may get suspicious, though, and | would not want that.
PreciscOlcti qat lagpredchonibat invaecoldc He must have won the lottery and changed into a werewolf.
Poate ¢cn “"ncn stn | a p©ndn ° He may still be lurking in the dark.
Decand sa f ncut nevnzut , RANascunge Since he disappeared, | have been wondering where he has
biletul de loterie. hidden his lottery ticket.
Cum am o cheie de rezervn | . As | have a spare key to his apartment, | could easily sneak
mA furil ez -1 nifaudhindaser es1.is n in, take it and claim it myself.
Cond o sn fiu putir edo ndset rhud When | am filthy rich, | shall build him a nice cage.
frumoasn.
32.
Ltiai c¢cn ~ n-lesdectoniluaukangeb a X Ve n T Did you know that in the 16th century doctors would bleed
s fivindece? patients in order to cure them?
SA nu mhA “ ntr-abverdiet uindee d ,e Do not ask me where this idea came from, because, when |
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cOnd am trnit e-lea, huchemancdoctomull lived in the 16th century, | would never call the doctor.
Eram mai supln pe atunci, pe |l used to be slimmer then, &
Candam”™ mpl i nit dounazmecdusde man When | turned twenty, | called on a vampire while he was

vampir pe cand acesta bea sange.

drinking blood.

Bea s©nge de ore “ntregi at He had been drinking blood for hours when | rang the bell.
M-am transformat in desert. | ended up as desert.

33.
De unde credeai cHAa ssupnuns actnu | Where did you think he was calling from when he told you
acasn? he was home alone?
Dach | tiakmndefnnat e-aithieebatunde este If you knew it was not true, why did you not ask him where
casa lui? his home was?
t dai dat seama ch pretinde c Did you realize he was claiming he was alone when in fact
este? he was not?
Ce -aTirnspuns a-iinmebat de cenage un leu What did he answer when you asked him why a lion was
| ©ngn el ? roaring next to him?
[ 4a adus amintecandia dat wul ti ma oarn Did he remember when he had last fed it?
Trebuia sn se gGndeascn | a ¢ He should have thought of that sooner.

34.
Cu c©t va avea bucntarul ma i The more mouths the cook will have to feed, the more he will

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

iy r\N‘d\

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
ije‘and\’e:b
Inviias gramaen

' 27
mult se va altepta sn fie pl expect to get paid.
Dachn nu cumva se hotArnite Unless he decides to chase mice in the kitchen, he will peel
sh cureTe cartofi din ce ' n potatoes faster and faster.
Dupn ce va curnTa toTi cart When he has peeled all the potatoes in the pantry, he will be
ocupat ,oflioage pe sora | ui n even busier, and will ask his elder sister to bake bread.
Sora | ui ma i mar e, care es- His elder sister, who is much older than him, will tell him she
spunn c¢cn se simte mai rAu de feels worse than when she had to scub the floors.
podelele.
Cu c©t se va pl©nge ea mai \ The more she will complain, the worse her cooking will get,
va fi silitn sn se pensione and she will have been forced to retire before she turns
de ani. ninety.

35.

De ce crezi Cn este mer et mail Why do you think his overalls are always dirty, if he does not
poartn |l a lucru? wear them to work any longer?
I-a spus cineva unde este foarfeca pecare a folosit-o ca so Has anyone told him where the scissors he used to cut them
croiascn? are?

Are habar unde sunt ochelarii pe care-i purta atunci cand a
cusut salopeta?

Does he have any idea where the glasses he was wearing
when he sewed theseoveralls are?

PrecasrfAt Acit ochel a-arifiicanfundat |
o salopetn verde cu o -prj &me
la nunta fiului lui in pijama.

He must have misplaced his glasses, or he would not have
mistaken a pair of green overalls for a pair of brand new red
pyjamas otherwise, and he would not have turned up at his
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sonds wedding wearing his p»
Ochel arii-l naj ptag, sail a cn pre Glasses do not seem to help him, so he must be coloublind.
36.
Poli Tia a Il nsistat ca mi | i The police insisted that the millionaire should not meet the
rnpitorul ca sn plnteasch rr kidnapper in order to pay the ransom.
Sa gOndit cn ae@®sdlaeldt mi & r pné They thought the latter would spend it all, if he received it.

O primeascn.

Milionarul n -ar  f i acum “n doliu d The millionaire would not be mourning the loss of his best

dacn nu asculta de poli Tie. friend now, unless he had obeyed the police.

Eala | iniltit cn, dacn papa They reassured him that, if the parrot was still alive, it would

gnseascn singur drumul cntr e find its own way home.

Dackrme sAstve ntirreaba pol i Ti ei If it did not come, it was for the police to find where it was.

Mi |l i onarul era convins ch es The millionaire felt sure the police were to blame, and the

ch mai bine prevedea miliona police claimed that the millionaire had better have provided

alluicuunsistemdeal ar mh sofi sticat. the cage of his best friend with a sophisticated alarm system.
37.

Se [ tia cn dlursd, li dsplacopaiii mab ales Mr Grumpy, the bear, was known to dislike the young,

pisoii. particularly the kittens.

Ci pri-indeiandada | a el “n vizui He would trap them and keep them in his den until their
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S #irecupereze in schimbul unui borcan cu miere. elders came to get them back in exchange for a pot of honey.
Familia dl ui Morocnnos era f Mr Gr umpy 0 s family were very
din pndure atunci cOnd pndu evicted from the forest when the forest ranger found out
cale. what the bear was up to.
cnsn de dounhnzeci -adef aat nn But, for the last twenty years, no one has found out that Mr
Morocnnos cere de obi dediberez pe Grumpy will usually require to be given honey in order to
prizonieri, I ni ci nu va a release his prisoners, and no one will, because the bear has
diabet. just developed diabetes.

38.
Familia | ui Sir Bartol omeu -I Sir Barthol omewds family ha\
un iglu. years now.
De cand l-au construit, nu pot face baie. Since they built it, they have not been able to take a bath.
Familiacarei-a aj ult atomssitrui ascn e The family who helped them build it are their neighbours
ei. now.
Sau cunoscut la o plimbare They met on a Sunday walk in London, and have been
atuncisuntdenedespnr Tit. inseparable ever since.
POnn sn se "~ ntoarcn “n Angl By the time they return to England, they will have been living
Pol ul Nord i vor fi devenit at the North Pole for two decades, and they will have become
grandparents.

De atunci "ncoace, Sir Bar Sir Bartholomew has been working as a traffic agent all this
circulaTie, i a amendat o ¢ time, and has fined a hundred and twenty -seven polar bears
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pentru parcare neregul ament ¢ for illegal parking.
39.
Dna Cocoal A, cnmil a, e satpeerdug Mrs Hump, the camel, is terribly upset, because she lost all
tot bagajul atunci ¢c©nd a f¢ her luggage when the caravan was attacked by bandits.
Temel e ei erau “nhuntrul b i Her homework was packed in it, and she will be scolded by
profesor. her teacher.
A Tinut vali zm ulGtnigma eal ip@m.r She held on to hersuitcase to the very last minute.
Ltirea despre pierderea ei The news of her loss hasbeen broadcast all over the world,
i ar preledintele american a and the American President has recently promised in the
vor fi redate temele poOnnN press that her homework will have been returned to her by
Washington. the time evening classes start in Washington.
40.
Pol i Ti a-oa par ecsCGratti Thefpendtr us The police have arrested the mole for withholding important
informaTii importante privit information relevant to the case of the illegal tunnel.

Ur ma ca t unel ul cinsispreZece enii de licamici,n The tunnel was to have been lit by fifteen thousand fireflies,
care au disphArut cu toTili fr who have all vanished into thin air.

CortiTa este interogatn ~n The mole is being interrogated in English because she stated
cunol ti nT e buatdesiul delbene rdar susuficiente, her knowledge of Russian was fairly good, but not sufficient,
iar cunoltinTele ei de chince while her knowledge of Chinese was rather bad.
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Larpele care tocmai a fost ¢ The snake who has just been found in the tunnel hasalready
zvonelite cn cortiTa ar fi o] revealed that the mole is rumoured to be a firefly eater, and
ar trebui informatn cn pofte that the police should be informed that she has quite an

appetite.
41.
Leulmi-a f Acut azi o listnhn de t The lion has made a shopping list for me today, and he has
preferinTnhn csfopmroindar,e,t rpeatr u asked for two fish (preferably salmon), three deer, four carp,
i [T ase oi five trout, and six sheep.
De douhn l uni "ncoace, d rerud « For two months now the lion has been kept on a low
colesterol, p ent r-apusdiagnosacul ded cholesterol diet, because a while ago he was diagnosed with
gut n. gout.
Doctorul a suger at sn reduc The doctor suggested that he should cut down on meat, but
poate mOGnca mali puTin de at ¢ the lion cannot eat any less than this.
llam spus ¢ch nu viAnd de ce i S | told him | did not see why he should find it so difficult to
carne,iarelma “~ntrebat de ce sn | give up meat, and he asked why he should eat anything else
col Ti ala de ascuTi Ti when he had such sharp fangs.
42.

Nndnjduiam sn nu dau peste | was hoping | would not come across any stump while | was

d n d e a sania pe deal in jos.

sliding downhill on my sleigh.
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Mn jucam “"n znpadn de ore “r | had been playing in the snow for hours when | started
mn ntreb c©nd are sn se tog wondering when the snow would melt.
Mi Sse sSpusese sn ascult un <« | had been told to listen to a Bach concert, so nobody knew |
ftia cn am alunecat jos de t had slid to the bottom of the valley.
Dupn @aen mprit din rostogotamnt Having stopped rolling, | opened my eyes and | found myself
trezitintr-o peltern. in a cave.

Am alunecat pe un perete abrupt.

| slid down a steep wall.

Era un urs | d cpedliftileal t caphnt There was a bear at the other end of the cave.
P n r e-Bfie tard foame. It seemed to be very hungry.
Era puTin probabil ca aceste It was not likely to go away.
Nu voiam sh aibn |l oc o luptt | did not want there to be any fight.
Dupn ce am cOntnrit rapid t¢ Having considered all these things quickly in my mind, | slid
drept "~ ntre gheaanm eilneviurastu llua right i nt daws, &dnd invitesl Bim @ver to my house
cinn i l a un concert de Bac for supper and a Bach concert.

43.
De [l ase |l uni de zile strnl uc The sun had been shining for six months: we were on the
[ eu am hotnAr©t cn ar fi 0 planet Mars, and | decided it would be a good day for a

picnic.

Am cerut snt nnipGCsienet rdiem | a n We had had bread sent over from our home on Earth,
PAmOnt , pentru c¢cn hrana de because Martian food shone brightly, and none of us could

niciunul dintre noi n -o putea manca.

eat it.
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Am pus sn ni se aducn Ilvai T We had Swiss cheese and lettuce brought over from the
neeam go©ndit sn ne facem sing spaceship, and we thought we would make our own
sirop de ar Tar . pancakes, over which we would pour maple syrup.
Cum gnsisernm | ocul c e li mwmla As we had found the best spot for a picnicii plenty of shade

umbrnA [ i fun amcsdasg tot ce a and a small pondfi , we got out everything we had brought,
neam al ezat cnhn sute de omul e but we had hardly sat down when hundreds of little purple
neau (i “nconjurat men with pointed ears surrounded us.
Nicihn-am apucat bine snh ne -aauditl No sooner had we touched the food than a general sigh was
un oftat game rsalmTilti-iomdntgraé heard, and we felt obliged to ask the little men if they had
omul eTi dacn au mOGncat de pr had lunch.
ToTi au scuturat trist capet They all shook their heads sadly.
Ne-am goOndit ch este puTin p We thought it was very unlikely that they should go away,
intrradevninr , -aucliott. nu s and, indeed, they did not budge.
Ne-am dat seama c¢cn mai bi ne We realized we had better invite them to join us.
De atunciincoacenra m ma i pus nimic “r We have not had anything to eat ever since.

44.
Dupn ce am mncinat t otam phivebat Having ground all the corn at the mill, | wondered why the
decema prevenit -onos@Ar mhi camn) miller had warned me that there would be no time left for me
din moarn dupn ce voi ter mir to leave the mill when | had finished.
Nu mn prea grnhnbesc " n gener I will always take my time, but | also happen to be a very

individ foarte organizat.

organized person.
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Tat nl meu, pe de altn parte My father, on the other hand, would usually hurry up when
avea o treabn de fAcut, I1i t he had a job to do, and would find himself still on the road at
midnight.
Morarul sdgermaseesmtire din: The miller had suggested that | should let him know
dupn ce macin porumbul beforehand where | was going after grinding the corn.
Nu-i ala c¢cnhA nu eidispeu sc ue up uctri ndf | cannot have told him | would take the corn to the Zoo to
l a grndina zool ogicn sn hrAr feed the animals, can 1?
Putea sn otrnveascn porumbu He might have poisoned the corn if he had known, because
zvonelte ch detestnhn papagal. he is rumoured to hate parrots.

P r e c imsfac griji degeaba.

| must be worrying in vain.

Dar dacn se " ntCGmphéncal er mea But i f any of my favourite &
sh se prnpndeascnh, i se va t will be cut off.

45.
Se prea poate ca roul sn [e1 The river may have been winding down the valley for
n-am idee. centuries, for all I know.
N-ai Vvoie s4colmergi "~ ntr You shall not go that way.
Precias sipiuss |l a fel de cntre You must have been told soby all those who have taken care
de-a lungul timpului. of you in the course of time.
Al acum aproape treizeci de You are in your late twenties now, and you should know how
primejdios este sn te apropi dangerous it is to go near the water.
Al oare idee c¢cn broasca r @i Do you have any idea that the toad whose crown you found
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the other day, and who has been wooing you for years, has
lived there all her life?

The spitting tomcat cannot have been spitting all the time
you tried to cut his tail off.

He must have tried to make you change your mind by asking
you who the butcher whose knife you were using was, and
who had told you about the unusually long tail of the cat.

deunnzi, |i care te curteazrfr
viaTn?
46.
Nu-i cu putinTn ca motanul ca
c Ot ai imbicceadac at s n
Precis a “~"haehAcanh ¢®@ é&zg@emn
cine este mncelar ul al c-aspus
de coada neobilinuit de lungr
Nu se poate ca amhroful dde
foarte puTin plriobabstr eae ed
pentru ch regina ntrebase ¢
[ i-aasr nt at ot émedafalarul ei
47.
Conda il impuicat umbda, mp@nmnia
piciorul ui cnt©mpl ntor er a
certat cu umbr a

sA nu se fi

The unfortunate tomcat cannot have realized that he was
very unlikely to keep his tail intact, because the Queen had
asked whom that splendid fur belonged to, and had
expressed an interest in making it her lucky scarf.

When he shot his shadow, the hunter shot himself in the foot.
He happened to be awake at the moment. He now wishes he
had not got into an argument with his shadow.

Zgomot ul mautceézuti pel urs,
s-a intamplat o nenorocire.

The noise of the shot woke up the bear, who inferred some
misfortune must have happened.

Ur sul purta numele de Bernar

The bear bore the name of Bernard. He had had a name plate
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numel e | ui, l'i o at ©rnase de made, and had hung it from the door handle at the entrance
to his den.
Bernard nu putea sn fi-aprimn Bernard cannot have been a bad bear because he took the
"nAnuntru pea V@nnnirtedbra.t ,L aNu -t hunter in. He asked him, 0Yc
ala?6 Din pncate, -adugpmtiacep you?06. Unfortunately, after
pentru cinn. for supper.
48.
E greu de creznmut ndmedapr prea It is unbelievable that the soprano should have asked the
t ocmali T dnduse toat€ ebeh beggar whom she had just given all her savings where he
banii. would spend her money.
Se “"nt©mpl A ch cerletorul a’ The beggar happened to have a sense ohumour, and he
n-o snjoace | a noroc, dar ¢© swore he would not gamble it, but the opera singer would
ceea ce a spus cerletorul sir rather what the beggar said were not true.
Ea ar vrea ca cerlietorul s n She wishes the beggar went to Las Vegas and became i
milionar, ca -6 NAgrssee d-ind Mwinicas, millionaire, so that he might come back, find her, and buy her
d e o poarpéntruea. an opera house of her own.
49.

Nu era nleivoi@nam pilotul de The airplane pilot need not have sold his plane at the auction.
Ma i bine | ducea | a mu 3z &se. He had better have taken it to the museum. He knew he
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milionarului. should not let the millionaire have it.
Pe de almifd imparatreu,l ar prefer The millionaire, on the other hand, would rather he had been
| i citaTilai, ¢cmelltowi st oatn av sleeping all through the auction, instead of spending his
entire fortune on a whim.
Soacra milionarul ui s-iecumpédrecun ¢ The mil | i on an-lanecomsplained thdt &ée might

castel surorii ei, care n-avea unde locui.

have bought a castle for her sister, who had nowhere to live.

Pil ot ul Imi 1 honeab Ad piean poesada The pilot asked the millionaire if he would take his mother -
pri mul zZzbor , [ Sspuse <c¢chn, in-law with him on his first flight, and said that, in that case,
nevoie de paralutn. the million aire would need a parachute.
Milionarul tnhncui m@hrct uNus eas$ The millionaire fell silent. He would not confess to the pilot

pl Ainui€itemeAare soacqamsufat c i

Nu mA altept shA existe di

zborul meu la Bruxelles.

S C

50.

that he had been planning to murder his mother-in-law ever
since he had got married.

| do not expect there to be any argument about my flying to
Brussels.

| need to travel to Belgium lest my wife should find out | have
been spending her dowry on rabbits for years.

Am nevoie shA mergumvaBealeyias
descopere cn i cheltui de &
Nu vreau sn existe scan doarler
probabil ca nevasta mea |i ‘
o sn i S,POspfurce ewor aj ungyafi
cheltuit poOnn | a ul ti diaBelgia T c

| do not want there to be any family scandal, but my wife and
me are very likely to separate when she has been told | will
have spent our deposits in Belgium to the last dime by the
time our children come of age.
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Poate am grelit investind t« | may have been wrong to invest everything our parents had
in cercetarea comportamentului iepurilor de cas n. saved in researching the behaviour of rabbits.
Presupun c¢ch ar trebui sn mn | ought to repent, | guess, but | will not.
Se vede ¢cn am fasaterepara.  r | must have been a rabbit in my previous life.
51.
Nu voiam sn mai fie “ncn o f | did not want there to be another storm.
Se spune cn -guaundsqutiaiunci cane a inceput My parents are said to have met when a storm which lasted
o furtunnAn care a durat |ase six months started.
POnh sn aparn soarele, deja By the time the sun came out, they had already got married.
Nicihnus-au hotnr ©t bine c¢cn vor Hardly had they decided they wanted a child when the river
satul lor. flooded their village.
Se vedamchAnmcut noun | uni m | must have been born nine months later, and my
i amintesc cn toTi se alt grandparents remember | was expected to die before | turned

mplinesc un an.

one year old.

Nus-a altept at -misarienmemoritermtunei canah
O sn mn apropii de o sutn de
Nu era nevoie ca Sso0si r e-aulbore :

52.

Nobody expected me to be writing my memoirs in my late

nineties.

My arriving at the farm at noon need not have disturbed the
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pe ogari. hounds.
Trebuie ch dormeau | a umbrn They must have been sleeping in the shade when the gate
creaked.
Deabiamau znArit ©Al ausihinAlt owat ¢ No sooner had they noticed me than they ran away.

Mai bine nu-i chemam Tnapoi.

| had better not have called them back.

Tr e b u-miadeapnn minteunde f ug ogarii a It should have occurred to me where the hounds whose
eram. master | was were running.
Am crezut ch poate au simTit | thought they might have sensed a stranger snooping
around the house.

ErapuTin probabil ca ei SN mn They were very unlikely to ignore me that way unless
Tinea |l a distanTn ceva “~ngrc something terrible kept them away.
De abia am fncut un pas cntr Hardly had | made one step towards them when | spotted a
cl optardndii-se “n i arbnA cAtre mi rattle snake creeping in the grass towards me.
¢cn urma | ui, prietenul me u Behind it, my Indian friend, the magician, was wai ting and
ranjea. grinning.
Abia atuncimi-a tr ecut prin cap ch Only then did it occur to me that, much as the magician
magicianul ogarii (care-l| mui cau mereu c might have hated my hounds (which always bit him when
preci s mn ura pe mine mai t ¢ they saw him), he must always have hated me more.

53.
MA "~ njur A -acla flii cceum mai cr un He is swearing at me as if | were his worst enemy.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana e
Inviias gramaen
40
De jumntate de or rziddriledlea laioc - For a quarter of an hour nov
nouTe &aTrniaschn pisicile vac all ey catsodé6 on the walls of
Tocmali a url at | amimi mma&dinc Nmg He has just yelled at me that he wishes my hands fell off, and
adnug-mitspunesdeo bi ceTfi B&ANn neva he has added what he wil!/ u
toTi cu patru picioare [i oc¢ bear you nine children, all of them four -legged and goggle-

eyed! 6

Orice ar face, nu se poate infuria pe mine.

Whatever he may do, he cannot be mad at me.

Sunt sigur cn este r4dnut Ppc¢ciaas

| am sure he is being nasty because | seem to enjoy what | anr
doing.

De fapt nu-mi place.

Fact is | am not.

Mi se plAtelite o -igrfomaz nc axea | am being paid a lot of money to make his house look like a
cocinn. pigsty.
Sunt pl At it chiar de nevast | am being paid by his own wife, who expects him to fly into
acces de fouroiag,e dhin mMm intre a rage, kill me and go to jail for life, so that she may live in
ca sn poatn ea | ocui "~ n case their house with her butcher.

54.
Dacrin cumva face malina pann’ Suppose our car broke down!
Nu vom fi ajuns-iiavoedg onéai We will not have reached the fair before they sell their sheep,
ch vom face. as we hoped we would.
Va trebuintsrnebiAnm unde sunt b We shall have to ask them where the money for the sheep
le-au vandut, iareis-ar putea sn replice they have just sold is, and they might simply repl y they have
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n-au ce tot spunem.

no idea what we are talking about.

Fieceo fi, oric©t de repede ar Come what may, however fast we may have to drive, we
ajungem acolo “"naintea zori./l must get there before dawn, and act as if nothing had
s-ar fi intamplat nimic. happened.
Ltim cu toTii cn ei ar pref We all know they would rather we had never turned out to
vitregi, cu-dar enptarrebiuipe osfri be their step brothers, whom they must share their profit
with.
Trebuie sn avem grijn sn nu We must be careful lest they should cheat us out of our
ne dea banii. money.
Ei cred cn am muncit pentru They think we have worked for those sheep as hard as they
have.
Nu puteau sn afle cnh propi They cannot have found out it was their own mother who
"ndemnat sn ne prefacem <c¢cn urged that we should pretend we were working, and then
pretindem banii, ceea ce am claim the money, which is exactly what we did.
55.
Al ur mnir Pe asapieuvantuluj dacn nu | would be watching Gone with the Windnow, unless the
proprietnreasa dupn suc de g landlady had sent me for orange juice.

Mereu mn tri mit e caddurpise lumea anai.

She is always sending me for juice when | least want to go.

dragh.
Mer eu i pune pdeptaeeTi sn f ac She will always make everyone do what they hate most.
Dacnhn-l huschi mbA purtarea, al Unless she changes her behaviour, someone else will soon be
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curand in casa ei. living in her house.
Habar n-arelacatsarridi ca preTul -afi |Rot She has no idea what the price of her villa would amount to,
vieaso v ©Ondn. if she decided she wanted to sell it.
Dacnrrtarn f i curtea ei plinn ¢ If her courtyard were not full of peacocks, | would have
pnl Ari-er clumpBr e pr atyneci nuestaa mae urged that the hatter should buy her property, and then she
purta acum ca i cum ar fi ¢ would not be acting now as if she owned everyone.
VA rogemiwligosni mi, poa wredea Do come and chase her away, so that | can watch my movie

in peace!

56.

Ar dea de ner Ahbdar e s N i tie He was eager to know whether the scissors | had bought
cumphna adr fi fost gnosiduw, udc: would have been found where | had left them, if he had
c hu-balt looked for them.
Nu era cu putinTn sn bANUI ac He could not possibly suspect where | had hidden them.
Set ot minuna cine este pitic He kept wondering who the dwarf | was talking to was, and
dat orice =mh dfil e rddaan Ica p he would have given anything to find o ut whether | should
mi dndeam seama c¢cn sunt ur mr have treated him as a friend, unless | had been aware | was

being watched.
Se vede cnhn a nceput sn pl ol It must have started raining long before he inferred he would
nu va putea sn mpr umut e dardie not be able to borrow my scissors and, however painful it

durutdetare,s-a dus ant@nsan gcoual n.

might have been for him, he went back home empty handed.
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| would rather he were not told whose horse | would have
stolen, if all the stables in the village had been unlocked.

Mai bi ner npui dride vremea boOnc
mrcar nwndietiaer fi calul | ui
purpurie,aldagfzinued zi de zi

He had better not waste his time drinking at the pub when
he does not even know where his horse with a white mane
and crimson tail would be, if | did not watch it day in, day
out.

Cine zi ca aofeelr icth o aver el idaw Who did he say had offered him a fortune if he accepted to
calul? sell his horse?

Poate cn a uitat el “~nsuli He may have forgotten about it himself.

Nu Ti ne astfeldehicnrt. e He would not remember a thing like that.

Oricum, este cu neputinThA c:¢ Anyway the stranger cannot have meant that he would give
S f dea o casn tocmai pe | u him a house on the Moon in exchange for the horse, as he
“"nTeles el grelit. misunderstood.

Mn “~ ntr eadr dfaicndws pe |l unn, ° | wonder whether he would have gone to the Moon if he had
sdi vondn calul fermecat. agreed to sell hismagic horse.

58.

It had been the blanket whose owner lived in my orchard that
had started the fight between the bitch and the tomcat.

PAtura al cnr ei stnp®©n | ocu
st ©rni se nchnierarea cnTel ei
ChTeaua trngea un pui de so

The bitch would take a nap on that blanket at noon every
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zile, |l a amiazn. other day.
Motanuli-a s pus i er. din -seshpt ¢ The tomcat told her out of the blue yesterday that on Monday
O sn invite | a picmMmiceen [Emiesi week he would invite a pussycat over for a picnic, and that
sn fie doar ei pe pnturn. after that they would expect to have the blanket to
themselves.
ChnTearueaplai cat c¢ch motanul poa The bitch replied the tomcat might have the blanket every
doun snptnmoGni, dacnh se poa two weeks, if he behaved himself, and if he got married first.
intai.
59.
De dumi niocAsnpnthmoO©nn voli fi On Sunday week | shall have finished sewing the trousers
pantal oni i p e c-avara buasuculgi.u g e r ¢ you suggested that | should sell to the badger.

POnA atunci aluresptcatl srm fmbr The badger will have been waiting to wear these trousers for
lunhn Ti doun zile. a month and two days by then.

Abia alteaptn sn se pl i-habngre He is looking forward to walking in the forest with them on,

t oTi prieteni. so that all his friends may admire him.

E convins c¢cn o sn ai bni neatace He feels sure he will be needing a bodyguard lest the envious
ani malele invidioase,-lidafaecr animals should attack him, but he need not worry. The
Pantalonii pe care “~ i ‘vmpl ifn trousers | shall have sewn for him by his fiftieth anniversary

cincizeci de ani vor fi -at ®f will be so ugly that no creature will be eager to wear them,
dorni-chnpeséart e, dacn nu vor unless they are drastically altered in order to look decent.

arate decent.
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60.

De trei zile Tncoace toti nsi sth ducesa For three days now the duchess has kept insisting that the
“nlocuiascn toate Tevile cu plumber should replace all the pipes with new ones.
Ca | cum ar fi tare de wure As if he were hard of hearing, the plumber has been working
de catevaorencoace sn nl ocui aschn hard these last few hours, replacing the bathroom taps with

cele din subsol.

those in the basement.

casmmeresananestbar ae

aot tls @ebomv e Tsen c i

The maid, who is a very patient person, is being restless, and
keeps saying that someone should teach the plumber a
lesson.

Fata ' n
liniite, etn
instalator.
SnArmainnmstal at o
di mineaTn, dar
pl hteascn dato
Bucntar ul face
gnt eascn.

r

S e

ri

a

ar
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ma i

VIea s n

fnc

bi

ut e

“ntreabndi

ne slr

61.

The poor plumber wishes he had never turned up for work
this morning, but he wonders if he wou Id have been be able
to pay his gambling debts otherwise.

The cook had better have killed the turkey before cooking it.

Sunt convins c¢cn c¢buoucahn allfitikis ¢ | am sure the turkey would rather the cook had sent it to
“n rai “nainte sn facn mOnece heaven before turning it into a meal.

Trebuia sn [ se spunn buchnh The cook should have been told he would be punished by
Dumnezeu dacn va chinui anin God if he tortured the animals he was going to cook.
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gnt easchn.

Pe de altrermarnteev,oimu ca cur On the other hand, the turkey need not have waited patiently
rnbdare “"n cuptor. in the oven.

Putea sn zboare afarn [i sAn It could have flown out and set the kitchen on fire.

Pun pamdaTi cmai VvnAzut un cur e | bet you have never seen a burning turkey flying around,
i al a? have you?

ChelneriTa a soldiicspamnn cée c The waitress demanded that the customer should tell her

tuturor prieteni Hdpr ndrearswk na
simplu peatiraptcint ibucntArese
punn at ©tea mirodeni.i “n so¢

why he had explained to all his friends that he had not had
to pay for his meal simply because he had whispered to the
cook that she need not have added so many spices to her
sauce.

Clientul a-or espildieczavtnn lcuni en ni c
de ce a fost ala de ga o smotlraen
arvreamancarecondi ment atn, i-ar @I
sn fie mGlGncarea condi mentattr
ceeace elnue.

The customer replied he would never reveal to the waitress
why he had been so rude to her when she had asked him if
he would like spicy food, and he had answered he would
have liked his food spicy if he had been her regular customer,
which he was not.

ToTi alteaptn de ceva Vvr eme¢
Trafalgar Siquaire,cdiawmudrept
chelnelig@al mdi ascn pe client

Everybody has been waiting for some time for the two of
them to fight in Trafalgar Square, and they are right to expect
the waitress to slap her customer, are they not?
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63.
Dr amat ur g upiesateparcare lea scris. The playwright was counting the plays he had written.
Le numnra de ore “ntregi atu He had been counting them for hours when the stage
crede c¢ch publicul ar fi -avé manager asked if he thought the audience would have come
proprietatea dramaturgului. to the theatre if the theatre were not owned by the
playwright.
Regi zor ul l ucra acolo " ncnhn ¢ The stage manager had beerworking there ever since he had
graduated from college.
Se face un an de cand dramaturgulsa apudadt ni It has been a year now since the playwright first started
piesele. counting his plays.
Poatea cml iscti sit “~nt-adatt ismm,r He may have got bored in the meantime, but he must have
scris mult mai mult decét ar fi trebuit. realized he has written far more than he should have.
Dacn -au fi dat seama de aces If he had not realized that, he would not have decided to
“n Times maév niue esri efi e citit place an advertisement in the Times saying that what he
el. wrote need not be read by anyone.
64.
Odatn ca nicvodpttioatencarié Once upon a time there lived a witch who wished she had
datcuimprumut mntura bal aurul ui . never lent her broom to the dragon.
Acesta din ur mn sugerase ¢ The latter had suggested that the witch should walk more if
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mear gn ma i mu | t pe jos, da she wanted to lose weight (she was an overweight witch).
vrnjitoare supraponderaln).
Bal aurul cAlArelte mAtura vr The dragon has been riding t
[ |l e spune tuturor pri et ean centuries, and is telling all his friends that the witch must
fAncut model dupn ce a umbl at have gone into modelling after walking for so long.
Habarn-ar e c©dd gadisemscn ea | i He has no idea when she will find him and demand that he
"napoieze mAtur a. should return her broom.
Se poate " ntO©Ompla de-alra fa =z It may be any day now, so let us not rejoice for the wizard,

bucurnAnm pentru vrnAjitor?

shall we?

65.
llam spus psihol ogul ui -aifmsurated | told the psychologist that it was interesting that he should
flornreasa atunci - ©nalcrit.oTi not have married the flower girl when everybody expected
him to do so.
El a s umgierTaitn spinreri |l e pen-am He suggested that | should keep my opinions to myself,
fAcut i “ncnhn | fac. which | did, and still do.
At unci cond a aflat nal ul fl Wh e n t he fl ower girl os g«
cu psihologul, a cerut ca ¢ goddaughter had had a child with the psychologist, he
i sA i meiatnurtidaet,e ca sn “~nT demanded that the two should organize a big wedding and
doi vor creilte copilul “mpr e invite all the relatives, so that the whole family might know
that they would bring up the child together.
Psi hol ogul a explicat c¢cn un The psychologist explained that a child did not need parents
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sA devinA bun cetnTean, c no to become a good citizen, that he need not grow up in a
familie. family.
Era de pnrere c¢cn cel ma i bu His opinion was that the best way to become a responsible
responsabil era sn crelti p € indiv idual was to grow up homeless.
Poate cn pasichoonlvoignusl plellasemnipacé, The psychologistmay haveper suaded t he g
dar se prea poate ca el snh f leave him alone, but he may also have become the legal father
cinci bnieTa @eutap@nfhaaauin of all the five boys the girl has had with various fathers so far.
Oricesar fi “~nt ©mpl at , <4nprevig faieh Whatever may have happened, | did try to warn him, and he
a i nstHledimpace.s n insisted that | should leave him alone.

66.

L-ai Intrebat pe japonez de ce anume {a acuzat fotograful Have you asked the Japanese what thephotographer who
caretocmaira f ncut o pozn? has just taken his photo has charged him with?
cnainte sn se fotografi ezeare Before having his photo taken, the Japanese mumbled that he
deceta " ntrebat mAturntorul al had no idea why the dustman, whose employer he was, had
o sn fach un afil cu chipul asked him when he would make a poster with his face on it.
Dacnhn ar | ti ch est e -acrn udtaa ts ec If he knew he was wanted by the police, he might realize the
a turnat mAturntorul. dustman had turned him in.
Acum un an a furat cartea de A year ago he stole the credit card of the milkman who had
pe gratis smGnt ©nn de doun | been bringing him cream for free for two months, and he has
economiile I Aptarul ui. been spending the mil kmanos
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67.
De ani de zile afirmn politi The politician has stated in his weekly speech for years that
Cn nu maexvsea ceaé@&rturi "~ ntre he does not want there to be other arguments between
townsmen and villagers.
Le va vorbi femeilor casnice de joiintr-o s Apt A mOn He will be speaking to the housewives on Thursday week, as
facedint rei "n trei sAptAmoGni d he has done every three weeks since he was elected foi
Parliament.
Toatn |l umea se “ntreabn c¢©On Everyone wonders when the house which he started
inceputsso construiasch dupn al e building after his election will be finis hed, because then
t oTi care au pl ®ngarzii tear, p everyone who has a complaint will be able to pay him a visit,
vor primi orice fel de ajutor au nevoie. and is sure to get whatever help they may need.
68.

Soldatuln-ar vrea sn mai fie wun The soldier would never want there to be another world war,

n ¢ N -a putut ulta nici pe cel dinainte. because he has not yet been able to forget the previous one.
Tot “ntreapetape taTi naeil neli i He keeps asking whomever he meets why the paper he has

I cumpnrn zilnicpddelarcin o bought daily for years never prints his opinions.
A jurat odatn c¢cn va spune He once swore he would tell the whole world that he had
cincispr elmdacearoenairad z [ cn fought in the fifteenth world war, and he would write a book
aceasta dacn wascultd.i de acor ¢ about it if they agreed to listen to him.
Dar oamenii trec mereu pe |« But people will pass him by indifferently, the same as he
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trecea |i el pe | ©ngn cei me would pass his elders by in his youth.
69.

Atunci cand va incepe dl Painecu-u nt , brutar: When Mr Bread-and-butter, the baker, starts asking around
l umea unde a fost mutatn cac where his house, which he has been living in since he turned
"mplinit cinci ani, cO©rtiTa five, has been moved, the mole which made that house
prAabul eascpiutsea snA dea de ne crumble down last night may be in trouble.
Cum aproape ni meni nu vrea ! As hardly anyone wants there to be any argument between
cOrti Tawmswa tfrii misnA |l a o mAnA the two, the mole will have been sent to a convent before the
i dea sa afmacuwte da casei [ ui baker realizes what she did to his house.
Secrede cn brutarul are cam c The baker is thought to be in his middle eighties now, and he
puTin probabil ca el snA alte is highly unlikely to look forward to moving to  another
casn. house.
cCortiTa se brinuielte cn ar The mole is suspected to be in her teens, which means she is
"nseamnn cn este foarte bntr really old for a mole.
Se prea poate ca vegemeie ba: The bakerds neighbours may

mpartn cO©t trniesc aceeal.i should share a room at the best five-star hotel in town for as
stele din oral long as they live.

70.

MA " ntrebam unde est-am ccnmg | was wondering where the scales | had bought hoping |
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would be able to sell them on the black market were.

Fusesem prevenit c¢nA nniunnensutie

| had been warned | need not tell anyone who the shop
assistant who had sold them to me was, unless | wanted the
latter to be arrested.

vOnzntoruda o@me@umi, ldacn nu
arestat.
Se [tia cn a rfeurdaet |iaa pgtieu vcace

ch sperase ch va face avera
d ov e di-davu dreptate.

He was known to have stolen seven pairs of scales from the
jewel |l erds, and he must have
when he sold them, but he turned out to have been wrong.

Detecti vul car e cer € spunam dtuact
c©®nd vom cumpnra din nou un

The detective who was investigating the theft suggested that
we should tell him when we bought golden scales again.

The sooner | would have let him know | had bought these
scales, the better it would have been for all of us.

Cucatlal fi anunTat mai cur ©nd
cu atot ar fi fost mai bi ne
E | -ardfiirezolvat cazul,iareun-al putrezi ac
DI Snoopy, bul dogul francez

He would have solved his case, and | would not be rotting in
gaol now.

Mr Snoopy, the French Bulldog, wishes he had been born in

Danemarca, |i sn | ocuiascn e Denmark, and were living at Elsinore now.

Nu se poatHamletn pfeintcriut icth nu He cannot have read Hamlet because he cannot read.

Se v e deuitatladit sl evi zor | a un fi He must have watched a filn
lui Shakespeare. play on TV.

E ciudat c¢cn ar vrea sn trhnhi It i s strange that he shoul ¢

ch pe atunci COini i mer geau

dogs used to go hunting in those days, and Snoopywill never
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plimbare nu merge.

even go for a walk.

Pe de altn parte, <@u diguma
el : poateacnfcecndatosit, i

On the other hand, Ophelia is sure to have fallen in love with
him: they might have got married, and then Snoopy would

pat ul | i folosi Baum pe @l meu. have had his own bed, and would not be using mine now.
72.
A fost odatnh ca niciodatn wu Once upon a time, therewas an oak tree whose leaves would
s h ngnl benescn. not turn yellow.
Cond se fhncea toamnn, nucul When autumn came, the walnut tree next to it would lose all
frunzele, dar stejarul se pt its leaves, but the oak tree behaved as if it were spring.
Era verde de un veakih piasdr It had been green for a century, and boasted it would only
dec©t dupn ce o snA ajungn pr lose its leaves after the first man hadreached the Moon.
Nicihus-a ~nt ©mpl at bine acest No sooner had this happened when the oak tree started
sh se vnicAreasch. moaning.
Pretindea ¢cn nu vrea sn fie It claimed it did not want there to be an y misunderstanding.
A jurat cn se va Tine de cuv It swore it would keep its promise, and it has been dry ever
since.
73.
De ani de zile “ncoace, j oi Every other Thursday for years now you have stolen my
furi ziarul. newspaper.
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Dejoiintr-o shAptAmGnn, | a vr emea On Thursday week, by the time the paper is delivered, | shall
voi fi prizit ula de jumAtat e have been watching your door for half an hour.
At unci cOnd ai snh te furil-a When you sneak out, | will ask you how much the sum
ridica suma-Tdaphna€sticomans would amount to if | were to pay you, so that you might
tnu ziar de | oi order your own Thursday paper.
La fiecarealtrpeut elaunrie Thinoi e Every three months | could renew your subscription , but you
ma i ai drept ul sh te furile cannot steal into my yard on Thursday mornings at the crack
atunci c¢c©nd se crapn de ziutr of dawn any longer.
Al [ tu “"n jur de cincizec You are in your middle fifties now, and | find it natural that
firefic sdmanzi ziarul tnAu. you should order your own paper.
Oricum, al prenfaéerdusm muci ol Anyway, | would rather you never stole mine again.
74.

MAcar dach brodscanOhesat ¢ as re

If only the turtle had not eaten your tulips.

Dach cumva afla nevasta ta? Suppose your wife had found out!

N-a i vrieaf isfnexplicat broalt &i Do you not wish you had explained to the turtle she must not

nechjeascn nevasta? upset your wife?

Sunt siguefenaarca | alele sn | am sure you would rather the tulips still were where they
used to be.

Maibinenus-ar apropia broasca Te Your turtle had better keep away from your wife.

Dac faritdmplacanevast a ta sn bnnui If your wife should suspect it was you who bought the turtle,

care a adus broasca, [ nu -1 and not your godson, as you seem to have lied to her, she
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oosar putea sn vh dea afarn d might throw you both out of the house.
Nu mai bine amGnai snAn cumper Had you not better have postponed buying the turtle till your
hot hra cn ar trebui sn pl ece wife decided she should go abroad?
75.
Sa “"nt©Ompl at cnh -@r apnoartuunrcg utl The playwright happened to have been ordered to write a
tragedie despre | ncust e. tragedy about grasshoppers.
Sa cninat c¢cn va fi -lVvacamtahineeni.n e He complained he would be very unhappy if no one helped
him.
Sar ma i china | i-ardidat profesalub aden He would still be complaining, unless the zoology teacher
zool ogie seama cn, dacn esb: had realized that, if the playwright was upset, he would
sn mai scrie piese, faimant. t eat write no more plays, and the local theatre would go
bankrupt.
A fost wvnzut profoesdwumpafis hc The teacher was seen to ent
dramaturgu | ui , i este foarte pc afternoon, and he is likely to have spent there much longer
ma i mult timp dec©t se alterg than he expected.
Cu toate acestea, n u nicioetragbdiei No tragedy about grasshoppers is known to have been
despre I ncuste de -mzuadeazidr ar written by the playwright to this day, though.
76.

Scroafa este irnfloarea varstei.

The sow is in her prime.
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¢cnch de c©nd era adolescentr She has wanted to become a ballerina ever since she was ir
her teens.

At unci cOnd a mpl i nit -ad 0 insgj When she turned twelve, she seemed to have grown too fat
preatarepentru scenn. for the stage.
De atunci Tine regi m. She has been on a diet ever since.
Searn de searn dupn cinn, | Every evening after supper, she asks her doctor over the
n-o sh se “mbol nniAve as cthiar doataul, phone if she will not fall ill if she loses a ny more weight, and
despre care IlItie toatn | ume the doctor, whom everyone knows to eat huge quantities of
cotlete de porc, mer eu sSc-ott pork chops, will always shake his head, and reply that she
pnTeascn nimic. will be just fine.
Dupn una dintr e aadasroaeipriromintee After one of these conversations, it occurred to the sow that
cnhn este naiwnsihnhienred «oathiloe t: she was being naive; she decided that she would not become
se fach baletisthnh. pork chopsii she would become a ballerina.
Din acel mo ment , a s tadoc fotce Since that moment, she has given up the diet, and put on all
sl Abi se. the weight she had lost.
Acum este c©t se poate de " r She is now as hopeful as can be.

Cand bancherul avea aproape treizeci de ani, an h's c o

77.

When the banker was in his late twenties, he invented a
money-making machine.

malinArie de frAcut bani
Se vede wo©nsacfienyt pendriut icul
pO©nn ce-acampl utscu bancnot g

He must have kept it a secret, as no one knew about it until
his house was so full of twenty -dollar bills that he could
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lareldeabi a se mai putea milca hardly move about it.
Poli Tia i prizea zilnic ula. The police would watch his door daily.
Mai bi ne ~ | arestau nai nte ¢ They had better have arrested him before he bought the

ntreg oralul sub patruzeci police station and the whole town under forty -four different

names.
Vecinulluiardaori ce ca banchierae arsii His neighbour wishes the banker would come to him for
pentru cn Itie ¢cA “n ultima help, as he knows that t he banker s w
spune-ac®e wdreptul sn intre ° telling him he cannot enter his own house as long as he is
necinstit. dishonest.
Bancherul, pe de alitidio rpeaarstcel The banker, on the other hand, has started wishing he were
shrac |ipit. as poor as a tiurch mouse.
Dacih vrei -ibamivi,zifthan, [ poa If you want his money, pay him a visit, and he may make you
bogat din lume. the richest man alive.
78.
O doamnnhn destul de dol of ani A fairly plump lady asked a rather skinny gentleman where
sl hbnnog unde sunt -pamtuanlpal the trousers he had bought in his youth were.
tinereTe.
La r©ndul |l ui, domnul o “ntr The gentleman, in his turn, asked the lady, whose curiosity
odi spreTuia, de ce vrea sn | he despised, why she wanted to know where his trousers
were.

Doamna se g©ndi ch este puTi The lady thought she was unlikely to get an answer to her
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la Tntrebare. guestion.
Un trecntor sugern ca cei dc A passer-by suggested that they should consult a
ch-ase putea sn aibn o problenm psychiatrist, as they might have a communication problem,
sn nu fie neglijathn. which had better not be neglected.
Amandoi merg acum la psihoterapeut , | i o f ac They both see a psychotherapist now, and have done so for
ani incoace. the last twenty years.
Pantalonii nu au fost gnsi Ti The trousers have not been found yet.
79.
Prietenul meu, spiridulul al My friend, the blue elf, has wanted to be a stage manager for
regizor. as long as hecan remember.
COnd er a | Hamlétaec When he was in his teens, he would imagine he was directing

adol escent ,

Shakespeare, |i c¢cn interpret

Shakes pHamlete Gasnd al so pl aying

Tocmai a frecventat un curs de doi ani pentru regizori de film.

He has just attended a two-year course for film producers.

A “ncercat pO©nnAn acum toate ¢

He has so far tried every movie studio and theatre in

Hollywood. Hollywood.

Nu vrea nAlangegerei s n No one will hire him.

ToTi se tem cn se poate sn r They are all afraid he may not carry enough authority with
actorilor, pentru c¢cn, or i d the actors, because, whenever he gets angry, he will turn
di spare, ala ch se poate f oog white and vanish, so the actors may easily walk away, and
fi-isnia zi |ibern. take the day off.

E multn vreme de c¢c©nd priet It has been a long time since my friend, the blue elf, has tried
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"ncead cnssmpOneascn moOnanmers. to master his anger, but so far it has not worked.
Tocmai de adace®a @rcade Tth sun’ That is why you think | am alone now.
80.
Atunci c¢c©nd r ©ul a i n-awrefumiatinc When the river flooded the grove, the elves took refuge in the
castel ul phnrAsit, vechi de deserted two-hundred -year-old castle on the top of the hill.
dealului.
Dacin "ntrebau pe |ilieci Cui If they had asked the bats whom the castle, whose doors were
nu erau niciodatnhn “ncui at e, never locked, had belonged to, they might have thought
sh se mute “~n el twice before moving in.
Faptul ch “n castel au | ocu The fact that the castle was inhabited by a bachelor and a
1850 tr-ebuimpi ddi cfeacsin di n el widow in the 1850s should have prevented them from
making it their home.

E drept c¢cn aveau nevoi e dedaru It is true they needed a roof over their heads, but they need
nu era nlevaoliecagsm pe cel ma i not have chosen the nearest one.

Mai bine-i intrebau pe liliecii care-l i

dacnh a

petrecea

r phAr A s-arofericuoulinhaibund a c n |

They had better have asked the bats who spent their days
there whether they would leave the place, if they were
offered a better one.

Al a st ©n drurile, famtdmeleé oastelului Ti sperie pe

As it is, the ghosts of the castle have scared the elves every

spiriduli “n fi e@amuat. noapt e night since they moved in.
Pe de altn parte, cum | ilie On the other hand, since the bats are out all night, they are
foarte puTin probabil ca ei very unlikely to have known the castle was haunted.
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81.
aNwmi faci tu mie una ca ast oYou would not do that to me
dBaar sputea, 6 urln [i balena 0l just might, o6 the whale vy
Inotaudel apte ani “mpreunn, i They had been swimming together for seven years, and had
at last got tired.
Se g©ndirn cn vor gnsi o pl e They thought they would find a deserted beach, where they
snpt nmOnn. would be able to sleep for a week.
Bal ena | "ntrebn pe rechir The whale asked the shark what continent he would rather
doar mn. sleep on.
Rechinul rnAspunse cn ar pref The shark replied he would rather she slept in Africa, and he
el snh dolAr mn "~ n S slept in the States.
Balena nu vru sn accepte sn The whale would not accept being sent to the third world.

N-ar fi trebuit rechinuls -0 j i g n e aid @ Ny erathevoie
i

The shark should not have hurt her feelings, but she need not
have taken revenge in this way, either.

sh se rnzbune al a.

Balenatocmaika spus rechinului <c¢hnh

atingn de apdeodke amagr ed acaiu n-u
nghitn de viu.

I se spuse rotarul ui cn a f

82.

The whale has just told the shark he cannot touch sea or
ocean water again, unless he wants her to swallow him alive.

The wheelwright was told that he had been chosen to make
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care-l va aduce pe cnlugnr “ne the wagon that would bring the monk back to the village
ur mm snnscut . where the latter had been born.
Rotarul vru snhA [ td et erOmidnd, - The wheelwright wanted to know when he would be
adus din Iltalia cdAlosgnrnwimi tc expected to finish it, and when the monk, who had just been

appointed Pope, would be brought from lItaly.
Dupn ce fu adus | emnul | a When the wood had been bro
urmiArit dentenie.toTi workshop, the man was watched by all the villagers.
A trecut o lunn de ¢c©nd a f¢ It has now been a month since the wagon was begun.
Lissa dat azi de ~ rmrlledfieusslaNeapoler Everyone has been given to understand today that the
unde va lucra poOnnhn ce este ¢ wheelwright will be taken to Naples, where he will be
working till the wagon has been finished.

Cum rotarul are “nrteo,t delaua at As the wheelwright is always seasick, he has so far refused
acum sn fie dus cu vaporul ¢ to be taken across the Channel by ship.
Rotar ul insistn sn fie dus | The wheelwright insists that he should be flown to Milan,
trenul la Neapole. and taken to Naples by train.
Dacn +fuw ifisdat deja rotarul If the wheelwright had not already been given all the money
cheltuie cu cAnruTa, ~n mod ¢ that was going to be spent on the wagon, he would most
toatn ziua, facm s ea terBimeucdnidia. certainly be left alone to sleep all day, as he has been known

Loarecele se frhAceardenmulati aac

83.

to do since he finished his apprenticeship.

The mouse would have become an actor long ago, if he were
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not so small.
Ca adolescent, dndea zilnic As a teenager, he would audition daily.
Nu voia niciun r egi zor sn se uite No director would pay any attention to him, because he
neputinTn sn fie auzit. could not possibly be heard.
cntre timp,  oarecele a luaf In the meantime, the mouse has taken yelling lessons from
vOr stpmdauw hi, care se scarpi two elderly mice with lice, who scratch and scream all day.
Se “"ntreabn dacn o sn lucr ez He wonders if he will be working for Hollywood, and how

soon.
Dachrarn spune | oarecelui de ¢ If the mouse were told why the producer who hired the
regi zorul care angajeazh ac actors did not approve of mice, he would certainly sign a
contract cu mol t eni araevenieroudei contract with Wal't Di sneyds
desene animate, ceeace-ar putea sn nu f character, which might not be such a bad idea.
de rea.

84.

Maibinen-aiscut ura mnArul . You had better not shake the apple tree.
cnnuntrul mnr ul ui urial din Inside the huge apple at the top, there lives a tiny maggot,
ar v r e-bhderanjezemimeni. who wishes nobody disturbed him.
N-a mai existat un vierme at ¢ There has never existed such a small maggot in the whole

wide world.
ViaTaatutraebui pusnhn “n peric His life should not be endangered.
Nu este nevoie sn stirtiigii ,dec e You need not shout, so that everyone may hear that you
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know about him.
Nu era nevoie sn dai de 1 tir You need not have let the bird know he existed.
Viermele ar prefera snA nu te The maggot would rather you had never moved to this farm.
CoOnd fugi “n jurul copacul ui When you run around his tree, he wishes you were sleeping
mil e depnrtare. miles away.
Ar vr-6ia is@i jucnAriileeli sAnA He wishes you would take your toys and play elsewhere.
Al vrea sn nu fie prea torzi | wish it were not too late.
Al vrea ca tu sA nu fi trimi | wish you had not already sent the bird to peck at the apple,
i atunci viaerr medneg uniu anti capslui. and then the maggot would not be wailing on the top of my

head now.

85.

Tigrul confunda pal mieri.i ct The tiger had been mistaking palm trees for deer for as long

as he could remember.
Le fugnrea, i se fhcea "~ ngro He would chase them, get unbearably hungry in the process,
cucapulintr-un copac ori al tul , T bump his head into one tree or another, and then he would
pentru cn | durea cucui ul . run to the doctor, because the bump hurt.
Sa tot “nt©mplat ala ponn az It happened again and again, till this morning.
POnn ce apune s o xiocaitceal oniia pgtm L By the time the sun sets, the tiger will have bumped into his
sute cincizeci Ii optulea pe one thousand four hundred and fifty -eighth palm tree.
Va fi vOnat cnhnprioare imagirtr He will have been hunti ng for imaginary deer for quite a

number of years.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana v’
Inviias gramaen
64
Cond are sn prindn prima | ui When he catches his first real deer, after he has started
"ncepe sh poatrntwe rihmd adat e wearing his first glasses, he will eat deer stew for the very
de chprioarn pentru prima de first time in his life.
86.
DI Dovleac | ntrebn pe pe Mr Pumpkin asked the watermelon, whose heir he was,
era, ¢cO©nd va putea sn zboar e when he would be able to fly to Africa in a balloon.
¢l “"ntrebn cum este “"n Afric He asked him what Africa was like.
COnd i se “"mplini dorinTa, When he was granted his wish, the wind took him all the way
i se nt derhlpllbweens n f i e to America, and it happened to be Halloween.
Ni ci nu aterizn bine, c¢cnhn doi No sooner had he landed than two children took him to their
home.
Crezu c¢ch va mGnca un proO©nz He thought he would have a delicious dinner with their
“"ndatn ce va obosn,pate @wamod family, and, as soon as he felt tired, he would rest in a
se va trezi “n dimineaTa wur comfortable bed, after which he would wake up the next
oralul, avond “n vedere ch n morning, and would go sightseeing, considering he had
grndunanhtal n. never been to any othe place than his native garden.
De fapt, cei doi copiil-au al ezat pe un s Actually, the two children set him on a chair, and came with

cuTite, cu toate cn dl Dovl e knives, although Mr Pumpkin could see no more food on the
table.
Toatn vremea c¢cOt tnAniraaut odti ncr All the time they were carving him, Mr Pumpkin kept
ntrebata cfenauwntu. | e moaning and asking what harm he had done to them.
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Ar fi mfutfsAdorit un bal on He wished he had never wished for a balloon, and had stayed
“n sigurantTn, alteptond sn safely at home, waiting to inherit the seeds of the
verde. watermelon.

87.
DI Coadnneagrn, [oarecele, f Mr Blacktail, the mouse, is always stealing cheese from the
pantry.
Ainceputdecumis-a sSpus M mali fie He started as soon as he was told there would be no more
cOnd o SA se nasch -ompn®©atae cheese when the new baby was born, because he would eat it
toat n. all.
Duph -@ae umpl ut gaura din per After he had filled his hole in the wall with the stolen cheese,
Coadnneagd@ti is eca nsan cmain tf i e Mr Blacktail realized there would be no room for him to get
al a -« n"h et Alriotprszneascnhn br ©nza into it as well, so he decided to watch his cheese while he was
intrarea “n gaur n. standing at the entrance to the hole.
| se spusese deja pisicii c¢n The cat had already been told that the mouse was known to
be very stupid.

Loarecele se dovedi ex©Ofti “dh The mouse turned out to be even more stupid than everyone
lumea. knew him to be.
Nici nu -l prinse pisica bine pe Hardly had the cat caught Mr Blacktail when he begged her
i mpl or A, -I" n‘an qqHietsrpu nshin dacn to tell him, before she swallowed him, whether his cheese
“n siguranTh. was safe.
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88.
Cine ziceadarendekealbar este ne Who did you say had no idea whythe pot t er 6s v
supnratn pe bnAnrbatul ei ? angry with her husband?
Pe cine credea olarul c¢cn phn Whom did the potter think he was fooling when he had a ten-
un pahar de vin de zenceerlziitsi litre wineglass made after the doctor had forbidden him to

bea mai mult de un pahar de vin pe zi?

drink more than a glass of wine a day?

De cel i

"nchipuia c¢cin ‘nregradguiae | Why did he imagine his wife would allow him to use that
pahar ul acela urial atunci ( huge glass when she found out he had already been
dedoun or i {aarcatbeatlawlan?s convicted twice for drunk driving?

A “"ntrebat pe cineva wunde Vv Did he ask anyone where he would be sent when he had
vinul din pivniTna, i vecini drunk all the wine in his cellar, and his neighbours declared

him to be an alcoholic?
Probabil c¢cn nu, pentmiuntcer,c id Probably not, because, if it had occurred to him that anything
“nt ©mpl a eaerv af ir nauc,cum si ngur bad could happen, he would not be alone now on this island
mi jl ocul Milérr i i Carai b in the middle of the Caribb ean Sea.
89.

Dacn ar | ti portarul cnhn cro If the doorman knew his tailor asked everyone who had ever
care a fost vreodatn | a hot been to the hotel where he worked why the doorman never
deschide portarul ni ciodatn opened the door for stout gentlemen, would he have invited
asearn pe croitor | a o cafec¢ the tailor to coffee last night?
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Cu siguaanTh sertat cu paoéil e He would most certainly have quarrelled with his tailor as
acesta spune oamenilor cnh pc soon as he had found out that the latter told people the
doorman was all alone in the world.
lcar f i aj wtfidtnchapruilti ci neva It would have helped him if anyone had imagined that the
cine este prietenul-i lsapyndid doorman did not know who his friend was, and if they had
inchis. come to tell him why he had been convicted.
Dacn p o r-dr alege | mai latent oamenii cu care se If the doorman chose the people he befriended more
"mprieteaeltidg, acum “nchis carefully, he would not now serve a life sentence because of
croitorul ui, care a furat < the tailor, who stole the hotel safe, and blamed the doorman
portar. for it.

90.

The headmaster would be sentto the Congo, if he had not
been detained in Holland last night.

Directorul J{colii ar-afifitrfrc
asearn “n Ol anda.

Tocmai a fost contactat | a t
din doun “n doun mi nut e de
ngrijitorul a pariat un m

directorul va fi fost internat la un azil olandez de nebuni.

He has just been contacted on the phone, and has been aske:
the same question every two minutes for an hour now,
because the janitor has bet a million pounds that by tonight
the headmaster will have been committed to a Dutch lunatic
asylum.

Dach este scos din minTi di
c a portarul sn fie pr omov.
adol escenTili | nalaa san tTwu ¢ arnivm

If the headmaster is driven crazy by this phone call, the
janitor might be promoted, and he is said to hate teenagers,
so do not let him persuade you to send your great-grandson
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strAnepot ul there.

o1.
Mel cul a insistat ca | i maxu The snail insisted that the
“"ntrecere cu el poGnnh | a birc office.
|l epurele insistase ca cei d The rabbit had urged that they should hurry, as they were
probabil sn | e ia ziua “~ntre likely to take all day, and he was starving.
Mel cul T "ntreabse pe iepu The snail had asked the rabbit where he would like to have
pr©nz, iar acum iepurele nhc lunch, and now the rabbit hoped that the slug, who was
ch ar f mi |l dooAr ) aoc®nci urm suspected to be a millionaire, would take them to the pub the
ariciul atuncipec@nred deoweiaz epcu ] hedgehog would get drunk in daily in his early twenties.
Ariciul ar fi vrut sn nu Tir The hedgehog wished nobody remembered those years,
se temea sonn fne invitat | a g because he was afraid he would never be invited to lunch by
acesta va deveni milionar, dar melcul amintea tuturor cum the slug when the latter became a millionaire, but the snail
fusese ariciul atunci cand habarnrravea c¢cn va a would always remind everyone what the hedgehog had been
motiy Prarn rnu. like wh en he had no idea he would ever have cause to regret

it.

92.

Fil mul era urmnhrit de trei C The film was being watched by three knights in shining

armour.
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Fusesern trimild:@i “n MaréaTB They had been sent to Great Britain to rescue a princess from
Tur nul Londrei, I fuseser. London Tower, and had been turned into statues by the
vrnjitoarea Tami sei witch of the Thames.
UrmhAreau filmulorcrrellinojuumret-e They had been watching the new film for one hour and a half,

au aprins luminile.

when the lights were turned on.

Cavaleridi fusesern bl estema The knights had been cursed by the witch to live in the dark
ntuneric poOnA cperisnelesa & until the princess was reincarnated and came to kiss them.

snrut e.

O doamnn "~ n vOrstn~n, care t-p An elderly lady, who had ju st had her hair done, rushed to

“"mbrnaTileze. embrace them.

A fost vinzshnutcm pe cei tor e She was seen to kiss the three knights on both cheeks.

obraijii.

Era filmatnhn din spate. She was being filmed from behind.

Scena cu statuilecares e trezesc din not The scene of the statues coming back to life was to be sent tc

trimisn | a Ca nifedecernatprénaiul @entra ¢ Cannes, where it would be awarded the prize for oddities.

ciudnTeni i

93.
Avaruli-a expl i cat c er lsdeaaigunul din The miser explained to the beggar that he would not give him
bani i | ui de a-bir,gdaehtacdst any of his golden coins, if the latter did not find a job.
Aveal BiAnA comoara numai pent He would keep his treasure to himself.
Avea snh ocoleasch toTi cer | He would avoid all beggars, because they all wanted the
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pentru care el trudise toatt money for which he had toiled all his life.
Se spunea c¢cn a fAcut avere He was said to have made his fortune gambling, and he
mnrturisea c¢cn ar fi vrut sn would often confess he wished he had worked harder, and
| huda-ace ©l t i gat bdanvoiadshn could boast that he had earned his money, but would not part
acum, cnh avea ato©t de mul Ti with it now that he had so much.
Se bnnuia cnhn este cel-nmaeéadi He was suspected to be the richest miser in the whole wide
world.
94,
MA " ntred decoaeoscut niciod: | wonder why the electrician whom these tongs belong to has

[ apar Ti ne -accuenspti rcalte [ltae ncerg

never admitted that he bought them on the black market.

Nu pot “nTel egearde Itabasmpun@n | cannot understand why he says that he has no ideawhen
they were made.

Ar fi interesant sn [tim de It would be interesting to know why he needed the tongs

candl-a cumpnrat, [ de c©nd 7| when he bought them, and how long he has had them.

Se [twciieiad®el e electricianul u The electriciands tongs are

care | folosea ca sn se jo Claus, who used to play with them while his he Ipers would

fnceau jucnrii pentru CrnAci.l make toys for Christmas.

Dacn nu se poate juca, se | Unless he can play, Santa Claus is known to be very grumpy,

mor ocnAnos, ala ch se prea p: so he may well refuse to come to Europe this winter.

Europa.
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95.
POnn ¢c©nd o sn batn ceasul ¢ By the time the clock strikes nine, | will have been sleeping
ore. for two hours.
Voi fi adormit “nainte sh “r | will have fallen asleep before the storm begins.
Voi fi visat despre fiinTe I will have been dreaming about flying beings for quite a
atunci c¢c©nd o shA mMA suni tu while, when you call me up.
Dacn ai sA mh Brcetraltiesdienf If you wake me up from that dream, | am very likely to take
te iau drept “nger, i, dac you for an angel, and, if you do not want there to be any
bine te asigurida o&mnneled-mitspua misunderstanding, you had better make sure | am fully
unde vrei sh Vvin. awake before you tell me where you want me to come.
¢cn orice caz, oriunde amidesfac: Anyway, wherever you may want me to go, | shall just
aripile i o sA zbor “~n altrtr spread my wings and fly elsewhere.
96.
Era cineva |l a uln. There was someone at the door.

Am “ntrebat

- imres i e, nil me mi

| asked who it was, and there came no answer.

Erau doun posibilitnATi or i There were two possibilities: either there were strangers in
unchiul meu. the building, or it was my uncle.

Mer eu mn vi ziteazh unchi ul My uncle will always visit me when it is two more minutes
dounsprezece fArn doun minut till midnight.

Casa | ui este n Bruxell es His house is in Brussels, and it is a long way away.
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Poate sn fie o cnlAntorie de Itmay beafive-day journey if he wa
doarunzbor de o or n. flight only.
Dacn nu eram acasn? Suppose | had not been at home!
Ar fi fost silit fie sn se ° He would have had either to go back home, or wait for me to
return.
Am “ntrebat iar , aCine e?6 | asked again, OWho is it?6
sunt! 6, am daemchinsutlai micn | opened the door and saw nothing.
Am uitat s8hAckhpuh mBu este fze¢ | have forgotten to mention that my uncle has been a ghost
for years now.
97.
ROndunicil e acelea doun zbur Those two swallows would always fly side by side.
Erau soTi é] They were husband and wife.
EI ar fi wvrut sn nu fie chel He wished he were not bald, and she wished she had a larger
mai mare pe piept. white stripe on her breast.
Se spune cmedimcisainit unul al They are said to have been faithful to each other for years.
Pri mar ul a insistat sn fie The mayor insisted that their nest should be photographed,
|l a televizor, ca snin Itie tos and that it should be shown on TV, so that everyone might
“n oralul nostru. know that they come to our town every spring.
Reporterii alteaptn sosirea The reporters have been waiting for their arrival for two days
numa i soTul . now, but only the husband has arrived.
Dupn doun @i muthe uriats o r ©nd: Two minutes later, a plump swallow joined him.
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Se pare cnhn a divor Tat di«pennésy He seems to have divorced his wife, who must have allowed
sh foloseascn cuibul | or mai him to go on using their nest.
Fosta | ui nevastcumparmaar el a¢r The exwife seems to have bought another nest inMonaco.
98.
Pe cine ziceai, atunci cand nea m nt ©l nit, ct Whom were you saying, when we met, that you had seen
caini vagabonzi? feeding stray dogs?
De ce nu ra i spus omul ui cn ai Why did you not tell the man that you had been bitten by a
vagaboandnanacum un stray bitch a year before?
Poli Tistul nu p o a taechesdt acnm, Cande The policeman cannot help wondering why you have called
omul a plecat, i c®i nii au him now, that the man has left, and the dogs have
disappeared.
M-a ntrekmdt fdacsrmuis adevAr ul He asked me whether | should have told him the truth, if he
ai fost mulicat. had asked me why you had been bitten.
Nusunt sigur c¢cn a aflat ponn | am not sure he has found out so far why you were trying to
cainii. shoot the dogs.
Dac rarfispssdeja,nrar sta “'n faTa -tel If he had already been told, he would not be standing in front
dach pulca ta este ncnrcattr of your door, asking you if your gun was loaded.
99.

Parcul a fost locul unde s-a mprietenit ve

It was in the park that the squirrel made friends with the bat.
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Poate c¢cn erau vecini de ani They may have been neighbours for years, yet had never met,
pentru c¢cn liliacul i ese doce since the bat will only come out at night, when the squirre | is
doarme adanc. fast asleep.
intr-o zi , il i acul puse sn i One day, the bat had his branch painted red, and invited over
invitn |l a el toate ani mal el e all the animals who did not want there to be another war in
n parc. the park.
Acela fu momentul co©nd ~1i f It was then that the squirrel turned up.
Ni meni altcineva nu a vrut ¢« Nobody el se would come to t|
Ca sA nunegl sjmtn veveriTa Lest he should feel neglected, the squirrel brought over hot
fierbinte i gin. cocoa and gin for him to drink.
De atunci “ncoace sunt priet They have been best of friends ever since.
¢cmpart acelali copac din ziu They have shared the same tree since that day, and will often
la picnicuri Tn amurg, atunci cand nu este nici prea tarziu go on picnics together at dusk, when it is neither too late for
pentru veveriTnhn, nici prea the squirrel, nor too early for the bat.

100.

Trebui e capierdut xhelarii. | i The bear must have lost his glasses.
Chelnerul tocmaii-a spus c¢cn trebuie The waiter has just told him he must either order or leave the
plecedinc ©r ci umn, dar ur sul nu pub, but the bear cannot see what is written on the menu.
Nu se goOndise c¢cn 7 trebui e He had not thought he really needed glasses until his wife
a dat nevasta lui uniiin dar, iareli-a spus mor o gave them to him as a present, and he told her grumpily that
era nevoie sn se deranjeze, she need not have bothered, he didnot need them at all.
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Acum are senti mentul cnhn i t

7

Now he feels he needs those glasses more than ever.

niciodatn.
Se ntreaibns guarcm chel ner ul u-l He is wondering if he shou Id tell the waiter that he need not
zoreasch al a. hurry him so.
Ch-as putea purta cu mai mu | - That he might be more tactful with his customers.
Dar chelneruln-ar e de unde sn Itie But the waiter would not know such a handsome bear needs
are nevoie de ochelari. glasses.

101.
AivreTi sn vn ajut sn duceTi 0Shall | help you carry the
detectiv. detective.
ASar put eocdurisrne pntii cn detecti v oYou might steal it from me,
i Deceal foRr a oWhy should I steal it 2?6
APentru cn poate crezi c¢cnhn st O0Because you may think | am
iDacn aTi fi putardeedr adnej ab ocgnha t ol f you were filthy rich, vy

would you?béd

AiNu ai dreptul s-mifaparii mec oYou candt steal anything ¢t
Nu furi tu tocmai de la un detectiv. Youwouldnot st eal anything from a
nEI nu! Stai sn vezi oWoul dndt |I!' Watch me. 0
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102.
iAi putiedrdmi Ti fostei tale oOYou mi ght svfendetteyfmomthe Maxgue, O
1i spusei. him.
i Nu-i cu putinTn sn se fi ’ 0She candt have returned fr
raspunse.
i Poatesa ~ntor-a $pusuTile. 0She may have come back and
i Oricum,n-ar e de lutnidee vsmMde sA mn 0She would not know where t«
AEste precis foarte fericittr 0She must be very happy wit/l
ASe prea poate sn ai b@&m zeci 0She may a shadvaozehs ofhhasbands, for all |
know. 0
iCred cnhn elti rAutAci os. 0l think you are being nast)
ANu trebmii a asnt oate iepel e a 0She shoul d never have tak
mine. divorced me.
Acum mai -l Bfiimen gin st anTa. Now she had better stay awa)
APoate ch,dar tmaelkuipEot Eac B n OMaybe she should, but | am
Ute-o, ~Ti face semn cu mOna. There she is, waving to you.
L i paresisngguir @an. And she seems to be all alone.
De c©t e or-inguracceea? cn t e How many times did you say
103.

Ma i bine ai alerga acum, pe You had better be running now, because you should have
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regul at de trei s hpt n mOGapermis trained regul arly for the past three weeks, and the doctor did
so faci, " ntruc®©t a trebui not allow you to do that, because he had to treat you for your
heart attack first.
Mai bine te-a i apuca de treabhn You had better start working hard, if you mean to win the
cursa de dwwmismipdm moOmtnr. race on Sunday week.
Sar putea sn fie o idee proa Eating at McDonal ddés every «
doun “n doun seri
N-ar trebui sn mAnnOnciespenpnie You should not eat fried food, although you need not give up
renunTi | a ca4fti ofpil apr @j ©Ti d fried potatoes, if you are so very fond of them.
E exclus sA slnbelti acum,-o Losing weight is out of the question for you now, and one is
astfel de cursn atunci c¢c©©nd sure to come out last in such a race when one weighs two
ca tine. hundred kilos, as you do.
104.
AEste nevdue,sBrminrabdn oONeed I go, or can it wait
ANu este nevoie sn alergi OYou need not run there rig
sn te duci foarte cur ©nd. soon.
Precis cn bamaherultess t ameéi The banker must be afraid that you have failed to turn up at
the auction.
NU -i cu putinTn sn fi afl He canot have found o tboughtyteet
di amant al reginei pentru qgueends diamond ring for hi:
ASn “"ncerc azi sn mn duc? oShall |l try to go today?56
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ADe ce sn te duci acum? OWhy should you go now?
Precis inelul a fost cumpnr e The ring must already have been boughtbys o me o n e
A A putea afl a ci ne-l ueid peenoul ol could find out who it was
proprietar.
fi Doar nu omori un om pentru un inel! oYou would not kill a man f
A Nu este nevoie,def apt, sn omor pe n 0l need not really kill any:«
Nu trebuie dec®©t shl te@abaderg All I have to do is beat you up till you give it to me out of
your own free will.
Am auzit la [tirimdth tu ai I | heard on the news that it was you who bid the highest.
Sn ncep acum sn te bat? Sau Shall | start beating you now? Or shall | wait till the banker
finds out?6
105.

ANu ai dreptadiadinna.ntri “~n 0OYou candt go into the gard:¢
ANu zice niamiwaiie.cNAm nevoi 0lt does not say anywhere tl
cresc | ©ngn i az. fl owers grow by the pond. 0
AFA bine 1 pl eacn de aici! 0Go awayouwol |
ADe ce smispliitue c e OWhy should | do what you 't
APentru cn, din “"nt©mplare, OBecause this happens to be
i Nu se poate. olt candt be. o
AUr ma sn fi posi Tiv®ind ud putut-of olt was to have been sold to
cumpnhr a. it. o
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ASe vede cHaunaliriutt piol i Ti ei oYour godparents must have .
mult decat face. thani t was worth. ¢
A N-a i de unde sn [tii tu cot oYou would not know how mucl
ARSe vede caiti hcaubacre nmn ocup: oOYou must have no idea what
grndi ni . gardens daily.
N-ai vre&dishnmhAt sn intru? Dondét you wish you had | et 1
106.

APropun sn cobori. 0l suggest that you shoul d «
Al nsist ca fmat adum hcasmcisiu: 0l insist that the maid shoi
AAl prefera ca fata ~n cash ol would rather the maid wa:
A sh dor enliftadus vatiza sua masintai, atunci oYou wi || wi s h s lutcade apdfirstbwhend
cO©nd o sn “"ncep sn folosesc start wusing your <collection
iEste interesant cn vorbelti olt is interesting that you
ftii despre ea? come you know about it?6
AAj unge dacthoastpaiunf acmi | i a t a oSuffice it to say that you
cartea recordurilor. enter the book of records. 6

AVieauso fac ca sn mn respecta 0l want to do that so that
ALti u cn taei rversgpas isténi nu te va respecta 0l know vy orespestedsydu, but ao one ever will: not
pOnn ce nu ‘" ncepi B ®nnfua cfio | until you start showering di

snpuneld ac
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107.
AMAhcar darcn pmetinde mer eu olf only the butcher did not
proaspntn carnea.
Dach cumva face un <client t Suppose a customer got food poisoning after eating his beef,
mAnn©ncn de |l a el vacn, porc, pork, Il amb or veall!o
i Al v r-midi spssfasta mai curand. 0l wish you had told me that

Nu cumpnram niciodatn cotl e

habar cnh este

necinstit.

| should never have bought his pork chops, if | had had any
idea he was dishonest.

Al vrea sn i

se interzicn pe

| wi sh he would be forbiddei

iToc mai a mit

ui t uni ponlcihTiidsnht

0 H dias just bribed a policeman who wanted to close his
shop. ¢

~

ACine ziceai c¢ch este poli Ti ¢ OWho did you say that polic:¢
A Eu. 0 Me .

Dar al prefera sA nu spui ni But | would rather you did not tell anyone.

Am nevoie de banii aceia. |l need that money. 0

108.

iSe spune ch cerletorul ace oThat beggar is said to ha
Windsor atunci cand era in floarea varstei. Castle when he was in his pi
i Se z iacum esterin floarea varstei. OHe is said to be in his pri
Ui {ttefa el, precis are sub treizeci de ani. Look at hi m, he must be in |
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ADar a f oslti vapugelcthe pnr ul 0But he was seen to dye his
fost auzit frizerulcum spune c¢ch pnhAarul | ui and the barber was heard to say that his hair really needed
dyeing. o
ASe " ntO©mpln ch a albit foar OHe happens to havearltwrdhed
ADupn pnrerea mea a fncut ct oln my opinion he is sure t«
De fapt chirurgul alteaptn -c OActually, the s mongesetwaitngfa hina t
i plhAteascn onorariul to pay his fee. o
fiDeceteal crede pe cuv®©Ont ? OWhy should | take your wor i
APentru ch din “ntO©mpl are e-u o0oBecause | happen to be tha
a pnhncnlit aa ufnicdutc©d onr ed ¢ pulled my leg when he made me believe that he was a rich
opelbaoigat, care vrea sn se ' n opera singer, who wanted to
109.
AiNu-l | nsa peflaecrs @wg usTni tsen mr o0Do not Il et the badger make
O capcanh pentru el for him.
Se spune ch este faadie¢ drzl He is said to be very vindictive, and has already let me know
dori snA nu fi “-ncericad,gmisad ¢ that | shall wish | had never tried to capture him, if he finds
me . O

ASA trnielti mult Ti sA ai ¢ OMay you |live a long |ife ai
i De ce spui asta? oWhy do you say that?o0
APentru c¢ch este foarte posi OBecause the badger is very

punandu -i capcana ieri.

the trap yesterday.
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Ce spuneai cnh-Taré€ada?g®©nd st What were you sayinghewas going to do
AAj unge dacnhna spamoreanafsncut i oSuffice it to say t baave given
dintre dul mani. [ ui sn fach several of his enemies a heart attack by entering their
nopTii “n dormitoarele |or, bedrooms at midnight, dressed as the ghost of his great
ui. grandfather . 6
AOrice ar face, t-Bi vtoens taa nuet oWhatever he may do, weawillia$
curand. sSoon as you can.
Lasn finilor tni colecTia - Leave your collection of traps to your godchildren, so that
ucidn pe toTi pO©nnhn | a ur mn. the badger may eventually kill them all.
Din intdmplare, mi -au atacatmot a n u | a c u maut They happened to attack my tomcat a year ago, and they cut
tAi at coada, deli Itiau cn e off his tail, although they knew him to be my only friend.
Sau tocmai de asta. Or just because of that. o
110.
AA bAnnuit unde @astfescardftueatc oDid he suspect where the b
him was?o0
fi L-am intrebat unde a uitat-o, iarelm-a ~ ntr ebat 0l asked him where hheashea teifl:
ch este scroO©ntit. thought he was crazy. o
A zis ch nu | asnA oo ccairtteel tdei.r OHe said he would never | et
had read it. o
itia spus cine este autorul oDid he tell you WwWhokt wWas&udl
ANiI ci mhnc-am @O@nanit sn " ntr el ol did not even think of a ¢
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cartea. written by. o
A N-a i "ntrebat ni ci mhcar C ¢ oDid you not at | e af thé boak hd wasy
cnuwt a |l ooking for was?o0
i Ce-mi pnsa mie? 0l could not care | ess.
M-a angajat ca detectiv, nu He hired me as a detective,
ALi  ai idee ce cauTi? 0OAnd do you have anlyookdienag wl
A Banii lui. OHi s money.

Mis-au promis o mie doun sute |l was promised twelve hundr e
iSe alt eapgtirms es it i cartea cOt 0Does he exfpiencdt hyiosu btoook dur
111.

AAm cumpnrat adnci dbioma,nelaidés i ol have bought five oxen tl

paduchi toTi trei turned out to have |ice. o

fiti Ala oarecii dempmrhne deei oOKeep your mice far from th

pnduchi have |lice, too. 6

AAu dinTii cariaTtaul ivvizatur 0Their teeth ar e b amyhugafeetthey)

uriale, au dat fuga snh se ac ran away and hid among the «

i Cump Alrin o pereche d-e gArjuoa OBuy a pair of di ce, and
backgammon. 06

i Mi-au mGncat toTi pAstrAvii - 0They ate all my trout and

ncnprioarele nevestei mel e. away my wifeds deer . o

ACOt ziceali ch au costat? OHow much did you say they |
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i Baniipe caretamdatn-au f ost mul Ti 0The money | paid was not ml
Stnp®npnrea foarte dornic st The owner seemed very anxious to get rid of them.
Avea mobilele intr-o f ur gonet n: asprezviara His furniture was in a van: he said that news about next

care vine sunt foarte proaste, iar el se va muta la Polul Nord.

summer was very bad, and he would move to the North
Pol e. o

AnEI , acum | tii [ de ce voi ¢ oWel I, now you know why he
112.

i Cu cat completezi mai iute formularul, cu atat mai bine. 0The sooner you fill in the

ACu c©t “"ncerc sn mn concent 0The more | try to concentr

ma i puTin reulesc sA scriu c writing anyt hi ng down. 0

Ar fi mult mai amuzant sn be It would be much more entertaining to drink a bottle of

mil k. o

ACu cOt te ngrali, cu at Ot 0The more weight you puthirimgn

angajeze. you they will be. o

AiVorbeliti din ce “n ce mai ¢ oYou sound more and more mel

De c-mi spese chA sunt mul Ti dc Why should | care that there are many applicants?

Cu cOt mai mul Ti, cu at ©t me The more, the merrier.

L i oricum, cine r©de | a ur mr And anyway, he | aughs best

icntre timp tu el t.i din cai oln the meanti me, you are ¢

mai poTi ieli din casn. will soon be unable to go out.

Cred cn ai Migema®z ip udliim cea i n Il think you wil!/ | augh | ess

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-g ; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana 1
Inviias gramaen

85
poTi nicdlimeoaapesn singur | your own mil k.6
ARAposatul -&anpr @waeéno-in sar [ oYour | ate godfather warned
suplimentare atunci coOnd o for further information when | applie d for a job, because the
pentru c¢n, cu cOt VO i fi e more hopeful | would feel, the more discouraging you would
descuraja tu mai tare. be. 0
Acn cel ma i rau caz, dach ol f the worst comes to thi
“"nt© nim din nou, sh facem ¢ unemployed, | et us meet again and

113.

ALtiai chn vei fi st ApO©nul u oDid you know that you woul
Teseai ? you were weaving it?6
iAmaf | at cnhn este fermécadead ol only found out it was ma:¢
am folosit de trei ori <ca st to make the tour of the worl
AAi vnhnzut Congo? OHave you seen the Congo?6
ACOnd am oaterimez acsla) a incercat un grup de o0When | wanted to | and ther
cerietori SsA mnA -amnmpau dobort acom | shoot me, so | have never gt
niciodatn.
Adeseapetreceam c Ot e oatumciocand eram ol would often spend a nigh
in Europa, dar altfel dorm de obicei in aer. Europe, but otherwise | wil!/
i lei Tn general pasageri? 0Do you wusually take passen:d
A N-apusni meni piciorul pe cCcoVC ONobody has ever stepped on

de mine.
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ToTi caiu vwarzetl pOnn ac u-hiurea u Everyone who has seen it so far has wanted to steal it from
me.
Nu este nevoies A t e s i malm vjriugtnisn ¢ You need not be offended, | did not mean to say you would
faci Ii tu la fel. do the same.
De ce o i ei |l a fugn? Why are you running away?
La naibal! Damn!
Mi-a vhAzut cineva covorul fer Has anybody seen my magic carpet?
Ltiam cn nu trebuie sA am 7 Il knew | must never trust m
114.
Dachnh mn “ntrabainvailme mia | If you had asked me who had taught my horse how to speak
englezelte, T r fam pamchaodi elenns-a English, | would have replied | had no idea when or how it
intamplat. had happened.
Dar tu te opreai l a grajdul But you would stop at the stables daily, you would even
transl at or caiinttebatmiei,mAiciarn w tce bring a translator along, and never even wondered for a
vorbeite mereu calul spaniol minute why the horse would speak Spanish whenever he
saw you.
DachAnafl ni un ani mal care v If I met an animal who talked Fre nch, for instance, when he
atunci cOnd mi se adreseazn addressed me (if he chose to address me at all), | would not
adreseze), na | da fuga -l az iga ibodénru i run to the mayor to tell him | suspected the owner of that
stnp©nul ani mal ul ui de magi ¢ animal of black magic, as you did.
Dacn nu puneai sn mA ~ ntemn If you had not had me imprisoned on an isla nd, because my
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me u este poliglot, nu ave horse was a polyglot, | would not have had the opportunity
descopeream comoar a | u-aiimglora to escape, I woul d not hav
acumisndau doun sute de | ire treasure, and you would not be begging me to lend you two

DI Mor ofcaamto® ma

castelului, -

115.

hundred pounds right now.

Mr Grumpy, the castle ghost, demanded that all the tenants

pl AteaschA chiria cu cearli af should pay their rent in white sheets, because he wasvery

sh se mbrace “n alb. fond of dressing in white.

A insistat ca toate cearl af He insisted that all the sheets should be handwashed and

apretate. starched properly.

| se phrea firesc ca toTi C ¢ He found it natural that all those who had previously paid

monede de -laudeasrfiacum cearl af ul their rent in gold coins should now give him impeccably
white sheets.

COnd doamnele au refuzat sn When the ladies refused to do so much hand washing,

pentrawecaanu toate de ani de zi because they had all had washers for years, it appeared

ciudat dl ui Mar d dircrud s sd ir nmMmo strange to Mr Grumpy that his ancestors should not have
done what he was doing.

A decl ar at ch ar prefera san He declared he would rather the castle were sold, and he

dor i sn nu fi fost ridicat r actually wished it had never been built.

¢ciliun comoara de <ceari afuri He took his treasure of white sheets, and moved to the Tower

Londrei. of London.
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Mr Swifthand, the village thief, wishes we would all keep our
savings in our pockets all the time.
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DI M©nniute, hoTul satului,
in buzunare tot timpul.
De c©teva |luni ~HAdoawoe,vielgh
s i scoatn tot ce au -7in ucr

buzunarele cu bancnote de cinci lire, mai ales atunci cand se

For several months now, he has tried to persuade all his
friends to withdraw everything in their bank account, and fill
their pockets with five -pound notes, especially when they

duc la oral cu un autobuz acg travel on a crowded bus to town.

Oricatdedesi-ar fi spus poli Tistul However often the local policeman may have told him he will

prins [i arestat, dlI MOnAi ut be caught and arrested, Mr Swifthand will not gi ve up
stealing.

E acum chiar in spatele nostru. He is right behind us now.

cncearmdnh iah bricheta de aur He has been trying to take my golden lighter from my pocket

zece minute, de cO©nd ~Ti spt for at least ten minutes, while | have been telling you his
story.

Cnd o va atinge, chtul el e When he touches it, my handcuffs will clasp his wrist.

mainii.

Dacnhn ai sn vrei sn stoaiorde |« If you want to talk to him, come to the village goal in an hour.

satului.

Salutare. See you.
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117.
DI Vioar n, muzicianul, va f| Mr Violin, the musician, will have been working for the
timp de treizeci de ani atur London Philarmonic for thirty years when he retires.
Va fi repetat mai bine de <c He will have rehearsed more than five thousand symphonies
va fi fost aplaudat de toTi and concerts, and will have been applauded by every music
lover in town.
Nu [ tie nimeni cn dl Vioarhn Nobody knows Mr Violin wishes he had become a
conductor.
Ar prefera sn acestwstalnieallmii meni He would rather nobody learnt about this secret dream of his.
Dacn cumva afln actual ul -idai Suppose the present conductor found out Mr Violin wanted
locul? to take his place!
MAcar dacspunemuchi ar dna Vi oar If only Mrs Violin did not tell the conductor herself.
Dna Vioarn dei nd®rnescul n t Mrs Violin and the conductor have been meeting secretly for
incoace. ten years now.
Daclii nchi puia dirijorul cn Had the conductor imagined that Mr Violin envied his
slupalui,n-ar fi putut niciodathn position, he could never have had an affair with his wife.
lui.
118.
Cal mul grndinii care nconj u It was the peace of the garden which surrounded the
pe nebunul fugar sn se culc bricklayerds house that had
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trandafiri. down and sleep on a bed of roses.
Dach si mTea sgmirnifii, spodtag di Had he felt the thorns, he might have got up and run before
sA princédisoalan the nurse caught him.
Abia mult ma i t ©r zi u, duphn It was much later, when the runaway madman had been
napoi la azil, I-a informat sorame d i @al| @i r ec 4 d brought back to the asylum, that the nurse informed the
dea demisi a, pentru cn paci director that she was going to resign, because the runaway
[ -i aduce “"napoi, o0 insultn t patients, whom she kept finding and bringing back, were

always abusing her, and she could not take it any longer.
119.

NU -i cu putinTn sn i se fi de Mr Slipper, the shoemaker, cannot have been awarded the
dl ui Papuc, cizmarul, pentr.ué Nobel Peace Prize, because, for fifteen years, since he ha
| ocui el te “~ n eaarstpiuesr inli nmamsutir been living in our district, he has never told anyone he does
vriea sn exipsrtnev nclerat uruii .” n not want there to be any argument in his shop.
Mereuset ocmel te |l a preT cu toT He will always argue about prices with all his customers.
Decandsa mutat "n apropiere, ° Ever since he moved to our neighbourhood, he has scolded
joacn “n faTa casei | ui every child w ho plays in front of his house.
Cbnd o sn ajungn “n rai, S When he goes to heaven, he may very well argue with God.
Dumnezeu.
A fost fhAcut shA Tipe la toat He was born to shout at everyone.
Dach nu TiphAn la tine acum, ¢ If he is not yelling right now, it is because you are a rich man,
[ el este amabi |, pentru ¢ and he is being nice, because he hopes you will have paid
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zdravnn “nainte sn pleci din him handsomely before you |
Emperor.
lal cu tink, shifachepaatofi | Take him along, and do force him to make shoes for all the
Chinese.
120.
DI Liternneagrn, bi-blintreeclae Mr Blackletter, the librarian, used to ask everyone he would
pecarei ~nt ©l nea unde a fost meet where the library he had worked for had been moved.
el.
Locuia “"n strninntate de foce He had lived abroad for years and years.
Se “"nt ©l ni cu un pftriéenenedn He met a childhood frien d, and asked him where the factory
fabrica de | a care amG©ndoi f they both used to steal screws from was.
Prietenul [ ui din copilnarie His childhood friend replied he would try to find out when
atunci c¢c©nd o sh aibn ocazi e he had a chance.
Seg©ndi “"n sinea |l ui c¢cn ar p! He thought to himself that he might try, if Mr Blackletter was
va fi dli splurst esais c n . willing to pay him.
DI Liternneagrn era de foar Mr Blackletter had been a very wealthy man for a very long
“nsthAritr,udieil et daiie nAdnj dui a time, and all his relatives hoped he would include them in
testament dupn ce | wva face his will when he made it.
Dacnh ar f-acheltuiitalti  drm niiii pe ¢c If they had known he had spent all his money on computers,
fost tare dezamngi Ti, -dapndtk they would have been very disappointed, but Mr Blackletter

could not care less.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS

2021

niversitatea din Bucuresti



ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana 1
Inviias gramaen
92
P©nnziuade azinavi gheazn pe inte To this day, he has been surfing the internet, ever since he
nvnTFlatf slhioseascn. learned how to use it.
¢ | considern mult mai reul it He thinks it to be far better than his old libr ary.
121.
Ma i bine “Ii alegea dlI Radi ¢ Mr X-ray, the radiologist, had better have chosen another
profession.
Nu era nevoie sn vinn sh | u He need not have come to work for the hospital, because he
nevoie de bani. does not need the money.
Tat nl I ui este de mai mu l t His father has been thepresident of Microsoft for some time

Mi c r o s eaf fiputut Haifiuldi lui cel mai mare oricat de
mu | Ti -abfidarit inima.

now, and he could have given his eldest son however much
money his heart might have desired.

DI Radiografie nuliareocdei ge

Mr X -ray need not work for a living at all.

Uneor i ar peeaf amclais 8ssrdi e me Sometimes he would rather stay at home and write his

pacienTii ~i tot spun cn au memoirs, but his patients keep telling him they need to be
examined by him.

Le-ar putea spuuie-iscirngasedsem He could tell them they should find another radiologist,

pentru cn el ar peneéovaoddd hdnen o because he has needed dong rest ever since he graduated

cOnd a absol vit f ac uelnuareaesan from med school, but he will not tell them such a thing.

spunn acest lucru.

Mot i vul pentru care trebuie The reason why he must go to work is that he loves black and

pozele alb-negru.

white pictures.
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122.
Dna Bul i ne, ciuperca alb cu Mrs Polkadots, the red and white mushroom, had been living
bradul cel mar e, atunci c ©n under the big fir tree for months, when a child came looking
mancare. for food.
Dacn acel copi l o Ilnsa “n -p If that child had left her alone, and had just eaten the
creltea ~-mAmplanimic. nu se raspberries that were growing around her, nothing would
have happened.
Dar copil ul se gondi cn ma But the child thought that his mother would make a nice
gustoash,i ddawan ocisiperca, al meal, if he brought her the mushroom, so he picked it up.
Ni ci nu Boestbinomeru, chn dnla No sooner had he done so than Mrs Polkadots started
punn | a cale rnAnzbunarea. planning her revenge.
O sh otrnveascn toatn famil. She would poison the chil do:
O sh dea o fiecdATel ontoamemnelt She would teach all hungry humans a lesson.
Era convinsn cn o sh devinn She felt sure she would become a mushroom heroine.
Din nefericire, ni ci nu dndu Unfortunately, hardly had t|
ea, cnA o atlicdlo. aruncnA ¢ when she threw her away.
Fu dusn cu gunoiul | a margirtr She was taken with the garbage to the outskirts of the town.
Ar fi vrut shA nucfoil offmgth.al ¢ She wished she had not been so beautifully coloured.
Ar fi vrut sn aibn un tovarrtr She wished she would have a companion.
De abia cel i dori acest l ucru C No sooner had she wished that than the god of mushrooms
ciupercilor rughciunea. heard her prayer.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana v’
Inviias gramaen
94

Gunoiul se acoperi de ciuper The garbage was covered with red and white mushrooms,
sh fie culese i duse “n buc who are looking forward to be picked up and taken to

peopl eds kitchens.
Ferniifide dna Buline. Beware of Mrs Polkadots.

123.

Habar n-are dl Cap-chel, frizerul, cinei-a f ur at f Mr Bald-head, the barber, has no idea who has stolen his
unde a dus-o. scissors, and where he hagaken them.
¢cili foloselte foarfeca ori ¢ He uses these scissors whenever his customers come to hav

their hair cut.
A cumpdirattunci c¢c©nd avea pufT He bought them when he was in his late twenties, and has
atuncinus-a despnr Tit de ea. never parted with them ever since.
Ar vrea sn nu fie chel, ca ¢ He wishes he were not bald, so that he might cut off his own

hair.
Se “ ntr eacbmde pulea de obiceisi al t e pit He often wonders how he could usually wait until his hair
creltea piArbulOug ©rchan o . grew to his waist to cut it.
Avea pe vremur.i pnr bl ond, I He used to have long, curly, fair hair.
Nu [ tiéadenzwet atunci cOnd . He does not know why it fell off when he had barely turned
trei de ani. thirty -three.
De cO+4ad pliier dut pnrul e i He has secretly envied all young fair -haired girls with
tinerele fete blonde cu codi pigtails ever since he lost his hair.
¢cn ultima vreme, lucreazh | a Lately, he has been working on a secret substance, which will
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sA <creascn pnrul make his hair grow.
POnnh ceiwa gowvieal ung, are de Till he has long hair again, he is going to investigate where
este foarfeca Foi ,afdachn aaree sr his scissors are, and, if he is luckyenough to find them, he
i are shA tundn pe gratis pe wi || run down the streets ¢
free.
124,
D-raAc, <croitoreasa, nu ¢tIriekcw Miss Needle, the dressmaker, should not have promised she
rochie noun,odaninaibmanicai,ord would sew a new dress for you, if she knew she would never

destule ace ca so termine.

have time enough or needles enough to finish it.

De ce so ierte acum regele?

Why should the king forgive her now?

Nus-a Tinut de cuv©O©nt, cu toa She has not kept her promise, although she was warned she
tnia capulli, wWacaidwmawe rochi a would be beheaded, if she failed to bring your new dress.
Cuicrezi ch ar fi trebuit -asat Whom do you think she should have asked for help when
seama CNHA nudyo vtae rpmitneea ssi ngur A she realized she would not be able to finish it herself?
Regel e zice c¢cnhn nu emain aprael adtr The king says that she cannot enter the palace ever again in
viaTa ei, dar aceasta nu po her entire life, but this cannot be a punishment to her, as she
fiind chA locuielte ITi lucreece lives and works on the Moon.

125.
Unde zi @aedaiuscrsns cumpere | emr Where did you say Mr Axe, the carpenter, whose daughter
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dul gherul, a cnrui fatn a fu eloped with his apprentice, had gone to buy rosewood?
Pentru cine are de g©nd sn f Whom is he going to make the table he has been working on
zile? for ten days for?

Lacatsar ridica preTul -adc esHcev What would the price of this table amount to, if | went to see
[ i-ali spune c¢ch o pot plnAti pe him, and told him | could pay it on the spot?

S A Spun c h;ar doge,i nedbn dgerit sse as ¢ h Shall I tell him that, wherever he may go, he will not find
trandafir, pentru ch el nu rosewood, because there has not been any in this town for
acest oral? fifty years?

N-am avut ni ci o drartdafir aomeandas am od | have never owned a rosewood table myself, but | have had

cuti e de abanosqd Togor perdru amilia an ebony box, which Mr Axe made it for my family.
mea.
L-a | putea ajuta acum sh f arc | could help him make this rosewood table now, if he sold it
dac nh-arminde-o mi e, dar d aacm -lsafut to me, but, if he will not, I will not help him in any way.
nicidecum.
De ce -2 face Why should I?
126.
Nueranevotie psrmomi tn dl Br ©nzn, Mr Cheese, the milkman, need not have promised his cow he
so ducn | a cinema. would take her to the cinema.
Mai bine-i dndea mai mult fon i He had better have given her more hay, and taken her for a
walk.
Vaca ar pr eif ewar Icemasecdn sdiespr The cow would rather he talked to her about his customers,
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nu vrea s-o trateze cu respect. but he will never treat her with respect.
EaarvreacadlB®Onzn sn nu fi fost She wishes Mr Cheese had not been brought up by a
carelka hrAnit cu c©rnaTi “n 1o housewife who had fed him sausages instead of milk.
Se prea poate-icapidlrBnOratas Mr Cheese may as well lose his cow, for all | know.
Mer eu i ignorn dorinTele. He will always ignore her wishes.
Se poate ca vaca snh fughn, i The cow may run away, and he may never be able to make
descurca fnrn ea. ends meet again.
Dach cumva | vedeTi pe | Apt If you should see the milkman, tell him his cow is very
|l ui este extrem de nefericit unhappy, will you?
127.

Habar n-avea dl Fluier, compozitorul, unde se va céanta
concertul pe care tocmai Fa terminat.

Mr Flute, the composer, had no idea where the concert he had
just finished would be played.

He asked the conductor whose orchestra was supposed to be
the best when he would finish rehearsing.

The conductor asked the composer why he had not given
him a shorter concert, if he wanted it to be played so soon.

Mr Flute replied that he did not want there to be any
arguments about his music, so he would do whatever the
conductor thought was best.

¢ I ntrebn pe dirijorul a ct
cea mali bunn ¢c©nd anume va t
Dirijorul T nt r e b ira dpten conuart|
ma i scurt, dacn voia snh fie
DI Fl ui er rnspunse cn nu
contradictoriu “n ce privel
absolut orice crede dirijoru
Pe scurt, concertul “ncn se
renunTat demult shA mai comp.l

To make a long story short, the concert is still being
rehearsed, although the composer gave up composing bng
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orchestrei s-au pensionat. ago, and most of the orchestra members have retired.
128.

DI Coadndec©i
pentruwa cofpeTiat
care la cerut el atunci.

ne,

veterishamptul
cnTelulul, 1i

Mr Dogtail, the vet, wants to know when you will pay him
for having operated on your puppy, and if you will pay the
price he asked at the time.

-4 in

Dacnh al fi f o ciunhis it cpgueart ens en If I were you, | woul d never have insisted that he should

ical fi spus c¢hn | consider i operate on my dog, and | would have told him that | thought
him to be incompetent.

Poate-acnfin detestat tadt srpaat He may have hated me for the rest of his life, but | would not

nNi mMmAnui c¢cn mMA ruineazn not a be telling anyone now that his bill is ruining me.

Al putea “ncerca un ~ mpr umu You could try a bank loan, but dog masters are always

cOini “mprumutn tot ti-impupl B borrowing money from banks to pay their vet, so | doubt they

veterinarul, al aTic Ampmmuta virewho will lend you any money.

ban.

Al vr-ma c@r i sfatul atunci C | wish you asked my advice when you agreed to pay such

de bani atat de mari. large sums.

Dacn cumva te duc | a “nchisc Suppose they took you to th

Cine-Td shrAineasch c©inele c®© Who will feed your dog when you are behind bars?
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129.
L-am ntrebat pe dlI Rechi n, | asked Mr Shark, the fishmonger, where the pyjamas | had
pijamaua pe care iFam Tmprumutat-o " n ur mn lent him a fortnight before were.
snhnpt N mon i
SeprefAcu cn nu mA aude. He pretended he could not hear me.
L-am “"ntrebat din nou cO©nd 1 | asked again when he would bring my pyjamas back, and if
a dormit deja n ea. he had already slept in them.
M-aintrebatdecevr eau eu snhA | tiu. He asked me why | wanted to know.
¢ mi dAadui Sseama c¢n emsitinapoigzel | realized that he was not likely to bring my pyjamas back till
pijamaua pO©nn nu mn duc | a g | went to the Police.
Se {tia chA uta tcout “frneplruulm de He was known to borrow all kinds of objects, and never
"napoi azn. return them.
Cum din “"ntO©mplare am f ostau As | happen to have been a policeman myself, until they
silit sA mMA pensionez pentr mad e me retire for killing
pecandilar est am, am sn fac " n arresting him, | shall eventually do what | will always do on
mereu “n astfel de situaTii such occasions: when | meet Mr Shark on the seashore, | shal
mal ul mArii ippunanmrsma mea de | point my toy gun at his head, and wait for him to die
sA altept snA moarn de moarte naturally of a heart attack.
130.
Mhn tot “"ntrebi c¢c©nd o sn gni You are always asking me when Mr Vixen, the hunter, will
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cook a partridge for you, and if he ever will.

7

La drept vorbind, habarn-am,n-am de wunde sn

Frankly speaking, | cannot tell, | would not know.

DI Vul poaich ~“ mpul ca p awaweo Mr Vixen would often shoot birds in his middle fifties, but he
cincizeci [ cd lenevit dedcénd a implinit has grown lazy since he turned seventy.
aptezeci

Deunnzi a fost vnzut c¢cn hrnr The other day he wasseen to feed the sparrows.

Trebui@a ecpuis-lspheadeprseascn D

He must have been told that God would punish him for his

cruzi mea {fouis,h da&crcnnasch. cruelty, unless he repented.
Un om 'n vOrstn de ¢ aphegec A seventy-year-old man must think of his soul, must he not?
la sufletul lui, nu crezi?

131.
De unde sn [Itiu eu pe cine How should I know whom Mr Pot, the cook, is going to
sn otrAveascnh cu aceste ciug poison with these freshly picked mushrooms?
A fost trimis de wucenicul |t He has been sent by his apprentice to buy them from the fair.
Nu se [Itie sn fi @ necoadta tcnh. i ¢ He has never been known to eat mushrooms himself.
Dachn VvA servelte cu ele, n it If he serves them to you, do not allow yourself to be
mOncarea, dacnh nu -osala®i snA ¢ persuaded to eat the meal, unless you want to end up in an

ambulance.

E i mpr obmbi §pwmn mie pe ci He is unlikely to tell me whom he means to kill, but he is sure
omoar e, dar cu siguranTn a to have picked a vill ager from around here.
locului.
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He has even published his will in the local paper, so that
everyone may know that Mr Pot will give the family of the
first to die this week a sum of twenty thousand pounds.

Lia publicat chiar Ii test ame
|l umea c¢cnhn dl CratiTh va da o
familiei aceluia care moar e
Zi ceali cn speri cn soacra 4=
adus asearn dl CratiTn?

DI Medi cament , farmaci stul,

Were you saying that you hoped your mother -in-law had
eaten the mushrooms Mr Pot brought her last night?

Mr Drug, the chemist, is seeing several young men right now,

acest moment, pent dui camgmf ek as he hopes to hire a new apprentice.

ucenic.

Mereu angajeazn ucenici noi He is always hiring new apprentices, because no one will
l ucreze | a el ma i mult de | ¢ work for him long er than seven days in a row.

Cond avea puTin peste treize In his early thirties, he would yell at everyone in the shop,
prAavAalie, 1Ti chiar “1i sper and would even scare his cusomers away.

acolo.

De ceva VI eme "ncoace se For some time now he has been said to go to a
psihoterapeut. psychotherapist daily.

Astfel, a fost nvaTat sn sj He has thus been taught to tell anyone who asks him for
vrea sn exiestnefehegeéenoe, el drugs that he wants there to be no misunderstanding, he will
calmante. never sell painkillers.

Nu-l i vinde nici me mbr i i f ami Neither will he sell any member o f his family.

Dacn ai sn ai nevoie de alt If you need other drugs, you had better have a prescription,
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cur

and show it to him as soon as you go into his shop, lest he
should imagine you have come to steal his relatives.

Apropo, nu este nevoie sn m

T-& spus acest secret.

Dna -Paurt , coaf eizia,s zhismb & As

133.

By the way, you need not mention it was me who told you
his secret.

Mrs Short-hair, the hairdresser, said she would change her
job.

Zi secacAnsurat sn munceasch ¢ She said she had had enough of working for all kinds of
nu sunt niciodatn mul Tumite women who were never pleased with her work.

Avea sn se ducn | a Holl ywooc She would go to Hollywood, and work for the great actresses.
actri Te.

Cu sigumamTm® avea sn facn a: She would be sure to make a fortune there.

Apoi avea sn se ntoar cn, d Then she would come back, after she had married an old
bAntron, i avea shA construize actor, and she would build a manor here.

N-avea sh mai l ucreze niciodi She would never work for anyone in her life again.

Dacnhn aoveantsrebe cineva diini of If anyone in town asked her why she would not open her
un salon propriu,-iadeaesih Nr i own parlour, she would reply she hated customers.

Da, chiar ala avea sn fach. Yes, she would do just that.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS

2021

Universitatea din Bucuresti



ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana v’
Inviias gramaen
103
134.
Credeam-lcnviozistne z i pe vnrul | thought you would pay your cousin a visit when you learnt
sa”" mbolnAavit i este la spit that he had fallen ill, and was in hospital.
Credeam cn o sn fii pl ecat ¢ | thought you would be out for several hours at least.
CoOt avfeiaii pmlhecat, urma sn #Alr While you were out, | was going to sneak into your study,
fur ultimul manuscris. and steal your latest manuscript.
Aveam sqipun editorului tnAnu c | would tell your publisher it was mine.
Editorul mhupaveaast®n mie dr Your publisher would pay me your royalties, and | would go
i aveam sA mA duc “~n Califc to California as soon as | got the money.
Aveam snh fol csaesdl harci pbdikes | would use the money to play poker, and would write you a
vedere duph ce voi deveni mi postcard when | had become a billionaire.
AveammishAicer iertare I|i sA ju | would apologize, and swear | would never do it again, but
n-o A& i a m o-miaceriiegtaresagum: tocmai mi-ai unfortunately | will no t have the opportunity to apologize
spus c¢cn | ur nl|i Ilpéivzrirtwelz i now: you have just told me you hate your cousin, and will
spital, pE&hntpasgendacn trniel never go visit him in hospital, because you do not care
whether he lives or dies.
135.
DI Cablu, electricianul, alerga in parc. Mr Wire, the electrician, was running in the park.
Al erga de ore ntregi p e-a spusl He had been running down the desert paths for hours, when
nevestei [ ui cn va fi “ncui his wife was told h e would be locked up in the park, unless
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sh plece. he could be made to leave it.
Dna Cablu ewmausect@e, dal a c0 Mrs Wire was deaf in one ear, so it took her a while to
pO©nn ce nTelese ce i se spt understand what she was being told.
Ma i “nt Oi crezu c¢cn se const At first she thought a new park was being built, and it would
numit dupn baAarbatul ei, pent be named after her husband, because he had died running.
Se simTii nbuilnte ndauph ce pri mi She felt much better when she had been reassured that her
este ncn “n viaThn. husband was still alive.
Dandu-l i seama ch se poaltie paf On realizing he might be forced to spend the night in the
noaptea “n parc, Al scoant unmadi e car park, not only did she refuse to get him out of there, but she
ma i [ invithA toate vecinel e also invited all the neighbours over for a party.

136.
Dacnh al [ti c¢cnA dr aniaitese piesa, ka | If | knew the playwright wanted me to read his play, | would
spune c¢ch sunt incredibil de tell him | was incredibly busy, and | did not have a moment
to myself.
lssar phArea sfalasipwneéacH iemis A He would think it weird if | told him that | would read
pentru -am mai Btat de vorbn anything he gave me, because we have not talked to each
other for years now.

Dach al accepta snA mA-aui tald:é If | accepted to have a look at what he wrote, he might expect
public o recenzie favorabil me to publish a favourable review, because for quite some
bucatn de vreme c¢cn sunt un time | have been known to be a good literary critic.
Dacn-mnual egeam aceastn prof Unless | had chosen this profession, we could be friends now,
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prietenri, flii pRlrevopun san est e and | would never have to tell him that he was a lousy

mi zerabil , tarne bfuri ceu t

cand ne-am certat.

ceea ce

playwright, which | must confess | did when we argued.

137.
Dna Lidtaerntn )| ogr af a, i nsi stn Mrs Letter, the typist, insists that you should stop
te duci cn ai viea ca ea ¢ complaining wherever you may go thaty ou wish she had not
ortografi e -adactilografiat ma@usaisull i made so many spelling mistakes when she typed your

manuscript.

Ea cere sn te scuzi -bfad datnhe She demands that you should apologize to her, and she
curand. would rather you did it as soon as possible.
Dacn cumva are dreptate? Suppose she were right!
MAncar dacihnhaoar mai pe | eful ( If only you had not informed her boss that she was
ncimAcar englezA nu [tie. incompetent, and she did not even know English.
Acums-ar prea putea sn aibnhn ch Now she may feel like taking revenge on you, for all I know.
[ tie.
Se spure rcifz baunat pe toTd @@ She is said to have taken revenge oreveryone who has upset
acum. her so far.
De obicei i “njunghi eaispunk She will usually stab her enemies, so you had better tell her
acum c¢cnAn nu \iciMiresetimerd.x i st e now you do not want there to be any hard feelings.
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138.
DI Parbriz, [ oferul de autob Mr Windshield, the bus driver, is always exceeding the speed
iar poli Tistul din partea | limit, and the local policeman said the other day that he was
supnhrat pe el very angry with him.
Cu cO©t se suphArn poli Tistul The angrier the policeman gets, the longer Mr Windshield
sn stea dl Parbriz “nchis. will stay behind bars.
Cu c©t acmademubdznpietoni, The more pedestrians he injures, the harsher his punishment
fi pedeapsa. will be.
Este din ce “"n ce mai “ndr Az He is more and more daring, because his eldest son is
studiazn shAn se facn i el ac studying to become a traffic agent himself.
DI Parbriz crede c¢cn fiul | L Mr Windshield thinks his son to b e much more lenient than
pol i Tistul-lv®nst mimendamnan, the elderly policeman who keeps fining him, but he is in for
vieTii | ui a big surprise.
Fi ul | ui a b i-iaa dhil Pasbr@zppermisuls de Hissonisl ooki ng forward to taki
conducerle,sillieassichi s se per licence away from him, and forcing him to retire and take
por ci i de acasn. care of the pigs at home.
139.

| s-a decernat anul acesta premiul Nobel dlui Robinet,
instalatorul.

Mr Tap, the plumber, has been awarded the Nobel Prize this
year.

| s-a oferit o) cash | a Londr ¢

He has been offered a house in London, and a huge salary, if
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he agrees to take care of the royal bathroom.

nvoielte sA aibn grijn de
A refuzat sn se mute | a Lon
vor da mai mul Ti bani dacn

satului,daris-a s pus mlm-omeiniaengaj ez ¢
nu-i plac uneltele lui.

He refused to move to London, because he hoped he would
be given more money if he worked for the village landlord,
but he was told the landlord would not hire him because he
did not like his tools.

DI Robinet a-aex plriomat amei t
se decerneze premiul, i elece

Mr Tap explained that he had been promised new tools
before he was awarded the prize, and they would soon be
delivered.

Al t eapturml sAngaj eze ntolplerrtud.
mult dec®©t a fost plntit vr
ntreaghn.

ATi @uwmirtodatan PpeTd vOnznAto
pr ef e roaderanj@ze nimeni?

He is now waiting for the landlord to hire him, and pay him
more than any plumber in the whole wide world has ever
been paid.

Have you ever heard Miss Price, the shop assistant, say that
she would rather nobody disturbed her?

cntodeauna doar medupeimi azar el
sn -inuvinn “n acest interval

She will always sleep between three and five every
afternoon, and wishes her customers did not come to her
shop during that interval.

Dacn ar fi magazinulenéil,oriic

If she owned the shop, and told people she did not want them
to disturb her while she was sleeping, she would be sure to
go bankrupt.

caeiso deranjeze atunci cO©nd
faliment.
Ar fi economisit destui bani

She would have saved enough money to buy the shop years
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ur mn, <hachriaita mai bine cl i ago, if she treated her customers better.
Cu cOt este ea mai mor oc nhem The grumpier she is, the fewer people will buy her goods.
vor cumpnra marfa ei
Motivul pentrucarenus-a mAr i t at -rnai cProedT The reason why Miss Price has never got married is that she
url A de cO©Ote ori este-masé&zit will yell whenever she is woken from her afternoon nap so,
dacn vrei sh cumpeuin, tlua unr ¢ if you want to buy tobacco from her now, at half past three,
nu cred cn este o idee bunn. you had better thin k again.

141.
DI Aluat, brutarul, va fi ’“r Mr Dough, the baker, will be sent to goal, if he is found guilty
a mOncat chiflele care au of having eaten the buns which were made for the mayor an
primar. hour ago.
Va fi fost judecat i conda He will have been tried and sentenced by the time his lawyer
dupn avocatul lui . can be sent for.
De vineriintr-o snApt Anmonn, v a apfoximativ o On Friday week, he will have been baking buns for about
cincizeci de ani. fifty years.
Deseor i a fost | Audat pentr He has often been praised for his long career, and everyone
din cartier considern cn poi in the district feels his loaves are really worth buying.
Poate c¢n ar-irdprezinte@ebrutadih lRadameni, He might have been elected to represent the bakers in
dacn nu era ptrineshm®&nc@®hdahi Parliament, if he had not been caught eating the buns
himself.
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142.
Cine ziw@weainzan Ipe dl Zahnr , Who did you say had seen Mr Sugar, the grocer, leave home,
acasn, [ unde <crezi cn se and where do you think he could have been going at
picioarele goaiuecdadr ["arbralcmz midnight, barefoot, and dressed in a white sheet?
De unde [tiali ch are umer i-ai How did you know he was broad -shouldered and long-
vAzmuitci odatn “nainte de ziua legged, if you had never laid eyes on him before that day?
Aihabarcands-a “~nt oa sf Adutce ntre n Do you have any idea when he came back, and what he did
doun azi dimineaTn? between midnight and two this morning?
Sa ltiut vreodatn despre el Has he ever been known to ask what ghosts do when they
cOnd se “"nt©l nesc |l a miezul meet at midnight, on certain days?
Adesea spamevricédia nsn exi ste \ He will often say that he would not like there to be a life
mod cert pare sn [tie totul beyond, but he definitely seems to know all about it.
143.

Poate cn dl Bani mul Ti, agen Mr Muchmoney, the stockbroker, may be checking the last
ultimele cifre. figures on the internet.
Se vede ¢cn a scos un profit He must have made good profit on the large amount of
careainvestit-o " n anti bi otice, dar money that he invested in antibiotics, but he should not have
bani i pentru a cumphra o Vil used the all that money to buy a vill a in Venice.
Ma i bi ne nchiria un iaht, He had better have rented a yacht, and invited all his friends
croaziern. on a cruise.
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Prieteni.
Londra.

| uiiinvita mai ges le paktul dui denn

His friends would rather he invited them to his London
palace more often.

Nu -dipermis niciodatn snA dev He has never allowed himself to become sentimental with
them.

Cenar da sn se “"ndrngosteas: He wishes he would fall in love with Sleeping Beauty, or

Ador mi t n,enarlinreceasa. Cinderella.

Este imposibil snhAn fi spus cu He cannot have told anyone this secret, because they allthink

cnhn este un burlac “nrnit, ce him to be a confirmed bachelor, who hates women.

Nu brAnnuieite nimeni cnh este Nobody suspects him to be so romantic at heart.

Precis ch chiar “n anaipalad. At this very minute, he must be checking his email and

cuochideschi | icaZ2rap add ab,i | i c Ot daydreaming about Snow White, and how he wishes he were
fie €rumoes, ori cel puTin ur Prince Charming or at least one of the seven dwarfs.

144,
Nu este nevoie ca dl Carne, Mr Meat, the butcher, need not go hunting yet.
deocamdat n.
Nu cumpnr A ni meni car ne dae Nobody will buy meat from him on Sunday, so he does not

nevoie sn

T ideschismagazi nul

need to keep his shop open.

De fapt, de -odusmipntincmm©n nn,t rat u As a matter of fact, on Sunday week, when it is the
vegetarienil or, ni ci nu ar e vegetariansd day, he must nc
Ar trebui sA plece cu mal i n: He should drive his car to Alaska, and hide in an igloo.

un iglu.
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Ar fi bine sn porneascne deivnr He had better start early, unless he wants to be lynched.
Vinde <carne de porc, vach He has been selling pork, beef and venison since his
bunicul-allufnsaiimagazinul mo | grandfather died, and bequeathed him the shop.
Crede-acntnebuli sn meargn | a He thinks he would not have to go hunting, if his customers
ar fi di spuli sA mMAnNn®©nce por were willing to eat pork or beef.

Primaruli-a spus dejnapcéclcat Icin nu
vOneze <chprioare pentru <cAn
ocroteascn animalele 11, “ni

dec©t carne de cnhnphaibadr nc,a «
dea faliment.

Zi se-ocrsnn Setmarcn | a Bruxel
Praga, pentru cn are sn fie

The mayor has already made it very clear to him that he is

not to hunt deer again, because the villagers have all decided
to protect the animals, and, since no one will buy anything

but venison, Mr Meat is very likely to go bankrupt.

She said she would never return to Brussels after she had
come to Prague, because she would be far too tired to
commute.

Ne avertizn chuwnmgeéa o vacan]

She warned us that she wanted a long vacation.

Avea sn se duch |l a expozi Tii

She would go to exhibitions and concerts.

Se sAturase snNnzdhoamezidi @ du

She had had enough of flying every two days to some other
part of the world.

7

Cond avea snh vinh vr emea, a
bogatn, i vrea sA se pensic

When the time came, she would tell everyone she was rich,
and wanted to retire.

Ar sta “ntinsn pea odapfiaedalds.a

She would be lying in the sun on a Mediterranean beach, if
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she had been offered a choice.
Zise cn o snA se ducnhn i "~ n C She said she would even go to China, if the Emperor was
s-0 intampine la aeroport. willing to welcome her at the airport.
A spus intr-adevnr o mul Time de -d She did say a lot of things, but that only happened because
“"nt ©mpl at doar pentru cn ar e she has had a fever for several hous.
146.
Dna Burtnverde, broasca, a Mrs Greenbelly, the frog, insisted that she was too good for
prinTului broalitelor r©ioas:ce the prince of toads.
Se pl ©n=e cemMuit s$NA se mhir idine She complained that she had been asked to marry him, or
ml al tinn. leave the swamp.
Zise-ochinpArnseascn nicioda She would never leave her home, she said.

Dacn ar avea oar mutasacolo,|dar n-d avutr If she had a country house, she would move there, but she

niciodatn. has never had one.

Administratorul mlaltinii ¥ The administrator of the swamp wanted her to go away,

sucise capul fiului lui. because she hadturnedhiss onds head.

Cnd o sn facnhn avere, hotnhnr’ When she had made a fortune, she decided, she would buy
the whole grove.

Tocmai de aceea ncearcn de That is why she hasbeen trying to marry a millionaire turtle

broascn Testoash milionarn.

for a decade.
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147.
ADe ce sn cumpnr ferma din oOoWhy shoul d | buy the farm
in Europa? go to Europe?96
A Ma i bine a-o cCoapht@ <hmpr 0OYou had better buy it befor
altcineva.
A Mai bine ai Ci ti acum, pen oOYou had better be reading 1
oamenii dacnhn sh vOndn ori st advising people whether to
AiNu este nevoie snA mn insul o0You need not insult me.
Cred ch amitrMfebuirecAlnosc Mt c | think you should be grateful to me for showing you a sure
sigur de a face bani. way of making money. 0
ATare prost trebuie cn mn cr oOYou must think me such a f«
De paqatnini cn ferma este a As if | did not know the fai
APoateamnsftéatuit snA cumper. ol may have advised you to
anide zilessovand,darput eai sn te gond wanted to sell it for years, but you might have thought twice
sfmmi spui cn mai bine al «cit before you told me | had better be reading.
Trebuia sruln icih m@nricia esc n You should have known by now that | never read anything.
Nicitun-ar tr ebui sA citelti Neither should you read.
Cititul este demodat. Readingisold-f ashi oned. O
148.

DI Mel odi e, compozitorul, € Mr Tune, the composer, was determined not to allow himself
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batjocorit. to be mocked at.
¢Ci spuse pianistulfiuie culamet He told the pianist he ought to be ashamed of what he was
doing.
Zise cn are de go©nd sn plec He said he was going to leave town, and nobody would be
s fiia locul. able to take his place.
Pianistul rAspunse cnhn puTin The pianist replied he could not care less.
Spuse ¢cn a semnat deja un c He said he had already signed a contract with another
cCA o sh aibn o mul Ti me de me composer, so le would have plenty of tunes till he decided it
viemea snA i l e scrie singur was about time he wrote his own.
Era convins ch precis compo: He felt sure the composer must have forgotten everything he
studenTi-ar abmpahenmel odi i ¢ had learned as a student, or else he would not be composing
such awful tunes.
Sar putea ca dlI Me | o-dZiua desaz pef Mr Tune might still be angry with the pianist to this day for

pianist péentcromsérdemui un gen

not considering him to be a genius.

Ceea ce, la drept vorbind, nici nu este.

Which, frankly speaking, he is not.

149.
ACal cul ator ul meu nu Vvrea Sf¥ 0The computer will not shut down. 6
A Tr e b u-idacilsréparat. oYou must have it repaired.o
A AI adus p dvedficerarulaaesta?n OoHave you had it checked this year?6
fiNicinul-am deschis-abine, ncol s ONo sooner had | turned it on than the screen turned red, and
"nceput sn cO©nte I mnul naTi ¢ it started playing the Russian national anthem. 6
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Asn fi fost oare fnhncut | a Mc oCan it have been made in Moscow?
ASe veda&i churmpnr at “n tara oYou must have bought it in Wales, when you spent a year
petrecut un an acolo, scriindu-T i romanul . there, writing your novel. 6
i L-ai terminat? oHave you finished it? 6
150.
Nu putea dl Cifrn, matemati Mr Figure, the mathematician, cannot have forgotten how to
do sums.
Se vedae spudiala, p - vinzi manuatulh He must have told you so, because he wanted you to sell him
acela de matematicn vechi d that five -hundred -year-old mathematics handbook, which is
milion de lire. worth a million pounds.
A spus deja tuturor prieten He has already told all your friends that the book is not worth
cartea, iar acumopdaci peaht: buying, and now he must be waiting for you to give it to him
n-o vrea nimeni altcineva. for free, because no one else will have it.
Nu putea sn afle c¢cn ai s h He cannot have found out that you will take the handbook to
dumi ni eon s'Armpttrn mO©n n . an auction on Sunday week.
Manual ul tAu valoreaznh <chi a Your handbook is worth even more than one miillion pounds,
lire, i se poate snhn fie cur and it may be bought by the British Museum, so do not allow
te I nsa convi ns -ldapegratis.e mat i ¢ yourself to be persuaded by the mathematician to give it
away.
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151.
Dna Monedn, vOnzntoar ea, nt Mrs Coin, the shop assistant, does not want there to be any
contradictoriu privind carnea pe care se bnnui el 4 argument concerning the meat which she is suspected to
vandut-o deunnzi have sold to you the other day.
Sa dovedit camaeka carcreeatse | The meat turned out to be lamb, although you had asked for
pork.
Dupn ce ai-o, umanputeai tade mare lucru atunci Having bought it, there was not much you could do, when
cOnd ai descoperit cn este r you found out it was lamb.
Dna Monedh ni ci nu -o/riea smaJa Mrs Coin will never take it back, and return your money.
Thapoieze banii.
CoOnd ai i ntrat n-iprsipwnl isar ¢ On entering her shop, you should have told her you were
orice “"n afarn de porc. allergic to anything but pork.
Poate ¢chn nu te “niela, dach She might not have cheated you, if she had known you
would end up in hospital.
Dacn-oaid as “n judecath spromttee If you take her to Court next week, she may lose her licence,
[ piardn autorizaTi a, [ t and this is why, for two hours, she has kept saying that she
Ch nu vrea sn existe ne nTel does not want there to be any misunderstanding.
SA spun chn judecAtorul el ti Shall I tell her that you are the judge?
152.
DI Bi bl ie, bi bliotecarul, a Mr Bible, the librarian, insisted that it was to Copenhagen

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

“n
4y r\N‘d\

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
%ﬁ'and\ﬁ
Inviias gramaen
117
mear gn. that he wanted to go.
A zis ch a vnzut Haga, Ii nt He said that he had seen the Hague, and he did not want
there to be another congress there.

A adnugeavdurcaitr-usn avi on atunci He added that would board a plane when the day broke, after

de ziun

cea grea.

dvuap np uwcnee -pcare l& cmea Valizs

he had had the porter carry his heavy suitcase to the scales.

Ltia acraeroport cOnt ar ul est
greutate (nu mai mult de cinci kilograme), oricat de greu ar fi
bagajul lui.

He knew the airport scales were out of order, and they would
show the same weight (no more than five kilos), however
heavy his luggage might be.

A explicat cn, ori de cOte ¢ He explained that, whenever he came to the airport, he
would do the same.

Era convi nsarfspus prietenilor debpee cantar He felt sure that, if he had told his friends about the scales
acum o shAparameoaé,t obTi vard ipre the week before, they would all bring heavy suitcases, and
avionul. the plane would crash.

153.
Sa “nt ©mpl at sihtr-cs ez i’ nutn© | enl evaes’ A Swiss, a Chinese, a Japanese, and a Dutchman happene:
un japonez [i un olandez. to meet one day.
Ol andezul a strigat cn el-ar: The Dutchman shouted that the Swiss were uncivilized, and
trebuli s nh | i s e p e r nCiorhunitates | should not be allowed to be part of the European
Europeann. Community.
Chinezuli-a “nvinuit pe toTi j ap The Chinese blamed all the Japanese for thdard life in Asia.
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Asia.
Japonezul sa pl ©ns c¢cnhn engl ezi n The Japanese complained that the English would not come to
Japonia in toiul iernii. visit Japan in the dead of winter.
Un francez care se “nt©Ompt a A Frenchman who happened to be passing by added that the
francezii viseazn sh petreac French dreamed of spending Midsummer night in Holland.

Candleea cerut palapoartele, v When the Customs officer asked to see their passports, he
deceeacd ocmai spusesern elveTi seemed to doubt what the Swiss, the Chinese, the Japanese
olandezul. and the Dutchman had just said.
Se dovedirn cu toTni.i a fi ce¢e They all turned out to be American citizens.

154.
Cu c®©t muncea al bina mai mul The harder the bee worked, the less satisfied the butterfly
sh fie fluturele. seemed to be.

Eradinceince maigreudemu | Tumi t .

He was harder and harder to please.

Ar fi fost mult mai “"nTel eght He would have been far more sympathetic, if the bee had

concediu medical, i a venit explained to him that she was on medical leave, and had
come to work only for his sake.

Habarn-avea c¢cn al bina este “~ndr He had no idea that the bee had been in love with him ever

decandla znr i t . since she had first laid eyes on him.

Credeadi precis este mnritatn c He thought she must have been married to some drone for

zile. years.

Credea cn este bunica a cinc He thought her to be the grandmother of five.
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| se phnrea cn albina a munci The bee seemed to him to have been working all her life.
O ghAsi to©nnAarnAn [i frumoasn ab He only thought her to be young and beautiful when the bee
a moltenit “~ntreguamasvuuea., d:e turned out to have inherited the entire beehive, but then she
would not have him any more.
Dacn vezi din “"ntO©mpl are un If you happen to see a sad butterfly, you will know why he is
nefericit. unhappy.
Dach o cereachsantvorreinee pen al If he had proposed to the bee in time, he would be wealthy
“nstnrit. now.
155.
Fu “"ntrebat dl Rachetn, astr Mr Rocket, the astronaut, was asked how long he had lived
[ i ¢ @rahstrliticasa acolo. on the Moon, and when he had built his house there.
E I sugeam ttmemui sn i se pu He suggested that he should not be asked suchquestions,
explicn ch ar prefera sn fie and explained that he would rather be left alone.

Ori de cate ori i se cere un interviu, ar da orice ca reporterii
s firespecte intimitatea, la care are dreptul.

Whenever he is asked for an interview, he wishes reporters
would respect his pri vacy, which he has a right to.

Se poartn ca |Ii cum ar fi S i
cum nu s-ar mai fi stabilit nimeni acolo din ziua cand a sosit
el.

He behaves as if he were the only one who lived on the Moon,
as if no one else had settledthere since the day he had
arrived.

Refuzn sn vorbeasch despre ¢
al chnr ei col taerf udeatd iaa manrcti e «
i ceva de ani, sn afle un-d

He refuses to talk about himself, lest his mother-in-law,
whose diamond necklace he stole when he was in his
twenties, should find out where Mr Rocket is, and come to
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cearn “napoi . claim it.
Poartn colierul acela abs-a He has worn that necklace every single day, since he retired.
pensionat.

156.
Se spune chdesrca iMal idmitcti |l og Mrs Typewriter, the typist, is said to have been typing the
manuscri sul romancierul ui de novelistds manuscript for t|
Ar vrea sh nu se fi apucat. She wishes she had not started.
Scriitorul “nsuli ar vrea sfr The writer himself wishes he had asked somebody else.
Redactorul , carroman wl sac ua The editor, who wanted to publish his novel a month ago,
sAturat sn altephkteteamdaet dé has had enough of waiting for the typist to finish typing it.
P © n i v& expedia romancierul romanul, redactorul va fi By the time the novelist mails him his novel, the editor will
alteptat luni de zil e. have been waiting for months.
Va Iledea la biroud d@rd Jn He will be sitting at his desk, wondering when the novel will
romanul. arrive.
Nu va pri mi ma n u s c¢lrva seumina dn® He will not receive the manuscript till Mrs Typewriter has
Mal i-dedcris de bAtut, iar po finished typing it, and, by that ti me, he may be so old that he
bntr©n " nc®©t va fi ui tat de will have forgotten all about it.
DachA nu va schimba malina de If he does not change the typewriter for a computer, the
ca romancierul sn nu mai pul novelist may never ever publish another book till the day he
dies.
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157.
DI Lege, avocatul, ar da ori Mr Law, the lawyer, wishes he would learn from you whom
fnaintes-o i ei tu, malina r elai.e the red car which you have bought today belonged to before
you acquired it.
Cand pleca dinvilalui,s-a “~nt ©mpl at sh On leaving his villa, he happened to see you polishing the

-

car, and he suspected you to have bought it from some
millionaire who had discarded it.

For years now, Mr Law has made a living detecting tax
evasion, so, having inferred that you must have bought the
car from someone extremely rich, he thought it would be a
good idea to ask you how much you had paid for it.

There he is, watching you now.

mal i na, [ a b n +odelavreanimilianar caceu
s-a descotorosit de ea.

De ani buni de zi |l e, dl Le
evaziunea fiscaln, ala chn,
mal i na daextremdebogaesa g©ndi t c
bunn sn te ntrebe cOt ai p |
Utel cum te urmhArelite.

Dacn -ai spai cnhn ai pl ntit d
decapoftcaehed nce, din ~nt ©Omp lAa
oittevadenunTa, or i te va invi
cele doun este mai rea.

DI Lurub, mecanicul, va fi
cincizeci de ani atunci cCOn

O snptAmdGnn.

158.

If you tell him you only paid ten pounds for your
convertible i which, | happen to know, is the truth i he will
either denounce or envy you, and | wonder which is worse.

Mr Screw, the mechanic, will have been repairing car engines
for fifty years, when he retires, on Saturday week.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
do“ M,

& %
ZJL\\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
®andv®
Inviias gramaen
122
Va fi jucat gol f damieze tinpueizece He will have played golf every other afternoon for ten years,
ani, i vaofs$cplitecavacanfn d and he will have gone on a short vacation every five months.
SAHA i fi nchipuit el cn fiul Had he imagined his son would follow in his footsteps, he
bni at c¢c©t mai departe de cac would have sent the boy as far from home as possible.

cadowrdoei catendi-i
p e-h s ivardair eae €

Singurul
snrbhAtoreasch

The only present he would like when he celebrates his
retirement is to see his son driving, not repairing a car.

conduc©nd, nu repar©nd malir

159.
Nicinu sesnchi se bi-mie i achma vt s Hardly had the door closed when | realized that they had
“"ncuiat singur “n celuln. locked me in the cell alone.
Abia atunci am “nTeles gravi Only then did | understand the gravity of my situation.
Nu numai c¢n f us eanaas notanuldangat, Not only had | been charged with having murdered my
dar fusesem |Ii “ncuiat ~n te striped tomcat, but | had also been locked in jail as a

punishment.

Nu-mi aduceam dediodiamihntag D | could not remember having cut his throat; or not until my
pOnnhA ce a nceput avocatul -ir lawyer started nagging me to remember to tell the judge the
spun adevnrul judecntorul ui truth.
llam ami ndamtaecgajat ca sn mn | reminded him | had hired him to prove me innocent.
A rAanspuns c¢cnhn i es-ael agathe He replied it was more than he could possibly do, and left me
judecntor-alcocadaamnant pe Vvi al alone with the judge, who gave me a life sentence, and it has
Zledecandmissa spus c¢cn nu Vvoi ma only been two days since | was told | would never be a free
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timp voi trni man again for as long as | lived.
160.
Nu-| |l hsa pe dlI | nvest i Fliagipe Do not let Mr Investment, the banker, make you hear the
spArgntor chn troO©nteite ula ¢ bank robber slam the door after having robbed the bank.
Daclh l ali, o shA insiste sn fi If you do, he will insist that you should be called to testify,
0 Sh mepudari e, cu siguranTn and, if you testify, the bank robber is sure to shoot you in
pe o alee " ntunecoasn. some dark alley.
Ma i bi ne nu te duaceea.i |l a bar You had better not have gone to the bank that day.
Ltiu cn dl I nveBitidéempuiart @Ti | know Mr Investment would rather you deposited all your
' ui , dar este foarte puTin money at his bank, but he is very unlikely to take good care
trebuie de economiile tale. of your savings.
Se Iftie cn, “n fiecare an, ¢ He is known to spend a fortune on his new house every year,
de obicei i1 a banii din bancr and he will usually take the money from his bank.
Spune-i bancherul ui ch aitesismnz Tell the banker that you have suddenly gone deaf, and start
tot ce c©ltigi, dacn vrei st spending everything you earn, if you want to be happy.
161.

Decetai spus dl ui Bi sturiu, C Why did you tell Mr Scalpel, the surgeon, that you did not
foarfecape careafolosto “~n t i mpul oper ¢ know where the scissors he had usedduring the operation

were?
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Nu [tia a cui este? Did he not know whose they were?
N-ar fi t-ir edbatii tt snde [ tire c Should you not have let him know that these scissors were
descoperitn “n burta r eagperau discovered in the belly of the king of Norway, whom he

acum un an?

operated on a year ago?

Dacn se ntreabn de -lceb®©mfcara If he wonders why his colleagues are trying to sland er him,
trebdi esxmlici cn a grelit? should you not explain to him that he made a mistake?

¢l poat e eadre cal\a inseem@anpantru poporul Can he 1 magine what the new
norvegian vestea stnri.i rege mean to the Norwegian people?

Ma mioamne, ce feamcvitsastunni ¢ Boy, am | glad | have never dreamt of being king of Norway!

regele Norvegiei!

162.
DI Ber bec, ciobanul , i voa Mr Ram, the shepherd, will take his sheep to the fair on
shpt AmGbnn, dacn va fi vreme Monday week, if the weather is fine.
cond o sA se scoal el devdi mei When he wakes up in the morning, after he has drunk his
o sn se hotnrascn ce face. coffee, he will decide what to do.
Dacfmd mn ploun rnu, tr eb-urépare Unless it rains heavily, he must have his gate repaired, and
poar t dacbrdezepianul. his piano tuned.
A afirmat oeadratmutcal nnibo isod s n He once stated that he would never move into a house where
existh un pian, i ar , dupn c there was no piano, and, when he had moved, he would play
fiecare searn “"nainte de cul the piano every night, before going to bed.
cntotdeauna a vrut sn adoartr He has always wanted to go to sleep with the sound of

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

i
" |§ -~ Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

%, <&

’/C'and\*e"b

!nn’\tagi inteligent

Invatati gramalica
125

Mozart in his ears.

Dar acum trebuie sn ia o d But now he must make a decision about his sheep, and selling

vanzarea lor este ultimul lucrupecare-l dor ei t e.

them is the last thing he wishes to do.

163.
Se vede c¢cnh cizmarul a desco The shoemaker must have found out how to make magic
fermecaTi, pentru cn, de cOt shoes, because, for several days now, two of his customers
l ui zdbewaswpra satului, strig have been flying above the village, shouting that they cannot
ch -iniu pot scoate pantofii come down, because they cannot take off their shoes.
Sent ©mpl A ch clienTii acelti These customers happen to be the priest and the mayor.
¢l doresc sn nu fi cumpnrat They wishtheyhadnever bought the sl
Sar putea sNA ni ng-aunicipaltaanen®al. d It might snow soon, and they do not even have overcoats on.
Ar Vv r-iesalveze gineva. They wish someone rescued them.
Cizmar ul mMe zwmé ali €A ni mAnui The shoemaker will not reveal to anyone what spell he has
ch shAtenii o snA punh snh fie used, so the villagers will have him beheaded, and the priest
vor petrece cu siguranThn rec and the mayor are sure to spend the rest of their lives flying.

Secretara trebui a,da nuefaiwstard. e

164.

The secretary had to learn shorthand, but she was unable to
do so.

nTat

O

L-a amen.i pe [ eful ei c

She menaced her boss that she would start looking for

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana v’
Inviias gramaen
126
dacnhn el insistn ca ea sn ~ n\ another job, if he insisted that she should learn shorthand.
Leful -evihdi Spwnaunvaa nsn Vv ior Her boss avoided to upset her, lest her brother, who was a
apere fratele ei, care era boxer. boxer, should come to his office to defend her.
Mhcar dammaja. n If only he had not hired her.
DachA cumva mi dtnédiesada pudm | i Suppose it occurred to her to bring her boyfriend, too!
Se Itia cn prietenul e est e Her boyfriend was known to be the best magician in town.
Putea face pe oricine snh di ¢ He could make anyone disappear.
Cu cat se gandea mai mult la acest lucru, cu atat mai speriat The more he thought about it
era [ eful secretarei boss was.
Se hotihrvva csmppune secretarei f He decided he would tell his secretary that she only had to
cafeaua [i shA stea de vorbn make coffee and chat to him.
Nu va face dec®©t sn stea de She would do nothing but chat all day.
Pe c©nd secretarnvar®diaubgcupét While the secretary was busy chatting, her boss tdd himself,
sinea lui, -pliolosdmicausre pa@in he would walk out unheard and lock her in, and then he
va fugi ca SA scape cu viaTr would flee fo r his life.
165.
DI Vrajn, vrnjitorul, se goi Mr Spell, the wizard, thought he would make a big mistake
ar recunoalte cn a preschi mt if he admitted he had turned the mice into princes.
c | "ntrebn pe motan c©nd a \ He asked the tomcat when he had last seen the mice, and if
i-ar manca atuncicandi-ar gnsi he would eat them when he found them.

Mot anul rAspunse mOGni os cdn ,f

The tomcat replied angrily that he would have caught the
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avea ochi buni.

mice long before, if his eyesight had been good enough.

Se mirn de ce se intereseazt He wondered why the wizard was suddenly interested in
mice.

Prefncuse oare vreun grup de Had he turned a group of rich tourists into mice, and now he

nNu mai tia sn desfacn vraje could not reverse the spell?

Nici nu -i trecu bine acest lucru prin minte motanu | u i ,

Hardly had this occurred to the tomcat when a group of

prinse un grup de spor@nrzTuir ad anir Danish princes, caught him and hanged him with a cruelty
pe care nimeni altcinevad e c ©t f ol t i i [ oat that nobody but the ex-mice (now princes) could really
o "nTelegea cu adevnhArat. understand.
166.
DI ReTetn, medicul, a sugersée Mr Prescription, the doctor, suggested that you should go to
i sAn adormi cel t©rziu | a ¢ bed at eight every night, and go to sleep at half past eight at
the latest.
A explicat c¢cn, cu cO©t dor mi He explained that the more you slept, the sooner you would
mai iute. recover.
E ciudati dmcumt cum a suger ¢ It is strange that you should not have done as he suggested,
prevenat en mai poTi mer ge | as you had been warned that you would never be able to go
de puternic sn urci muntele. skiing again, unless you were strong enough to climb the
mountain.
Medi cul ar-i puefmeca shatul , - The doctor would rather you took his advice, because he
invi Ti cu tine | a schi atunc hopes you will invite him to go skiing with you when you
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tu toate cheltuielile. are strong enough, and you will also pay for all his expenses.
Habar nu are ci#ude nanlaisa de a4 Little idea does he have that you hardly have enough money
pl Atelti nota. left to pay his bill.
167.
Nu este nevoie sn se mire di Mrs Shot, the nurse, need not wonder why she was fired.
fost concediatn.
Ma i bitreat al ipaci enTii cu res She had better have treated her patients with respect.
Nu trebuia sn se str©mbe at She should not have made faces when they asked her to give
injecTie. them a shot.
E vr eniemTeslnieagn ce implicn m It is high time she understood what her profession involves.
Dach ar “nTelege c#i ajueede If she realized that it was her duty to help patients, she might
poat-a&r [iecnphAta sl ujba. get her job back.
Se spune ch rAtnhncelte pe st She is said to wander down the streets of the town from dawn
searn, sper®©nd cnhn poate o " n till nightfall, hoping that some doctor may meet her, and beg
sn se “ntoarcn | a vechea ei her to return to her old job.
Nu-l i “nchipuise cn i paci en She had never imagined that both patients and doctors hated
her so.
168.

De unde {tiai cn cldlitolaeca How did you know the tongs whose colour you disliked
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niciodatn voOndut pentru ch ¢ would never be sold because they were out of order?
De unde ziceai c¢cn a fost cur Where did you say they had been bought?
Cleitele acesthafdsue peeazxle It was these tongs that made the electrician leave your shop
njur©nd din magazinul tnhAu. swearing.
NAdnj dui s el da pe gatis atsnd c ©nd ai He had hoped you would give them to him for free when you
este snAradil ipmiatt e -ipie r ani mpee rse found out that he was as poor as a church mouse, and could
hardly afford buying tools.
Ur ma-T6§Ar eparee dd amb lcwarsinl, [ i s He was to repair the wires in your house, and expected you
cu el. to be kind to him.
Dacin dndeai clelitele, ~Ti ' n If you had given him the tongs, he would have lent you his
schimb, i acum ai zbura ' n magic carpet in return, and you would be flying round the
world now.
169.
N-a i viea ca cerletorul sn f Do you not wish the beggar had inherited a fortune so that
cerieascn “n faTa ulii talen? he might stop begging in front of your door?
ToTi ftiu cn cer-l et e utn ahcrars Everyone knows the beggar wishes you would take him in,
sA “mbrdcil aflii fsiMe servitor. feed him, clothe him and let him be your servant.
C mi nchipui cn ai prefera | expect you would rather this be ggar had never been born
pentru-ach sfelbratezsn cum ~ Ti because you have had enough of seeing him wave at you
di mineaTn cu mOGna atunci cOr every morning when you drive to work.

P © nnrprezent nu i-ai dat nimic de mancare ori bani.

So far you have never given him anything to eat or any
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money.
¢cTi phzeidtoée @amsa deéene toTi He has been watching your house for two years, he has kept

all the burglars away.
Clnd are sn plece, 0 sn vrei When he leaves, you will wish you had treated him better.

170.

Al fi vrut ca pianistul sn | wished the pianist stopped practising his piano till
l a miezul nopTii, ca sh adaer mi dni ght daily, so that | mi
viutmismeschidn ula atdmgi c but he would not even open his door to me when | rang the

bell to ask him.
Dach cumva deschidea, I mn Suppose he had opened it, and had seen me wearing pyjamas

and slippers!
MA " ntreb dacn ar fi vrut s | wonder if he would have asked me why | was not in bed,
am sunat la el. and why | had rung his doorbell.
Al fi putsptunsicin " ncerc de di | could have told him I had been trying in vain to fall asleep
[ hu mai suport. for two hours, and could not take it any longer.
Dachn se mOnia | talstfrii alclua ?r Had he got angry and shouted at me, what would | have

done?
Poate ati fi fugi | might have run away.
Se poate, totuli, sA nu mai | may never try to talk to him, though, as | have just been told
ch tocmmispnis scn se zice c¢cAh that he is said to be a famous gangster, who will often Kill
care adesea ucide cu sange rece pe cei care 1i displac. those he dislikes in cold blood.
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171.
Ni ci nu se opri bine tramva Hardly had the tramway stopped when the broad -
umer i laTi, i o lun la sAnt shouldered surgeon jumped out and ran away.
Pentru cn a omor ©t bor,o assec ag rg Having killed the frog he had operated on, he was in a hurry
ascundn | a el " n -apachawenty to hide in his flat, afraid the toads and the turtles might come
roi oase | i br olal g ed ep slesadearn,: to punish him, or sue him for malpractice.
judecatn pentru mal praxi s.
Dachnh “nainte de oper atu megels Had he signed an agreement with the king of frogs before the

broaltel ornicuma ndui nv ac ofnis e ¢ ianfiT

operation that he would not be to blame for any of the

acum vagabamdavda =il ni-arpaeali consequences, he would not be a tramp now, and he would

prefacen br oascn r ©i oash. not have nightmares daily that he might turn into a toad.
172.

Maibinenu-i spunea niciodatnhn mnAc The butcher had better never have told his pig that he wished

vrut -IsAf inucumphAr actr epietnet a ud ecsnt he had not bought it, because it was not growing fast enough.

Se [tie cn porcul acela est That pig is known to be very sensitive, and may be so upset

ala de taoresn meOtmarci atbhgnd that he will never touch his food again.

At unci o sn doreascn mnhcel ar Then the butcher will wish he had never said anything.

Ssn fi [ tiut mnhAcel arul cn o Had the butcher known his pig would be so unhappy

cauza celor spuse de el , pr because of what he had said, he would certainly have kept
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vinde por4,j Tmplocese!|ienTi.i silent, and he could be selling pork now, instead of begging
his customers to buy veal.
173.
Se altepta dulgheopmbasmhm agns Did the carpenter expect that he would find a treasure when
"nceput sn sape “n curte? he started digging in his yard?
De ani de zile “"ncoace, de He has hardly been able to make ends meet for years now,
dounsprezece ore pe zi,bami s and he has toiled twelve hours a day in order to save enough
ridice o cashnh. money to build a house.
Asearn a cumpnrat cea mai pr Last night he bought the poorest house in the village, and
ch -@ &nr ©men ddnsotruiaschA un decided he would tear it down, and build a new one when
mai economi seascn ceva bani he had saved some more money.
Dacn nu ~ nc efpreldngesaii desbaquree.,, n If he had not started digging, he would not be weeping with

joy today.

Cnd o sn afle vecinidi [ ui C
“{i va fi depus banii “n sig
s #ffure gangsterul din partea locului.

Ni ci odatn nu ma i

fusese cit

174.

When his neighbours find out that he has become a
billionaire overnight, he will have safely deposited his
money at the village bank, lest the local gangster should steal
it.

Never had anyone been sent to buy so many ostriches.
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Abia atuncicandis-a dat o servietn Only when he was given a briefcase full of fifty -dollar bills,

cincizeci de dolari, a “nTel did he realize it would be almost impossible.

Ni ci nu “ncnlecn bine cnAamil Hardly had he mounted his camel when the chief of the tribe

tribului, cn o snhn fie ars pe shouted at him from his tent that he would be burnt at the

fnrn toate pnsnrile. stake, if he dared return without all the birds.

Fiica Ileful ui de trib a fos It was the chiefds daughter

“ncer-tlaitnisint eascin,c6peadCapder calm him down, telling him t hat she had hoped for years he

ca el sn se “"nsoare cu ea at would marry her when th e ostriches arrived.

Acela a fost moment ul c©O©nd It was then that he decided he would never return.

"ntoarce niciodatn.

Avea snhA ia banii, [i sn fugrt He would take the money, and elope with his fiancée to the

sh cumperelirenncedalisafacer e North Pole, to buy reindeers, and start his own business.
175.

Poetul dormea dus. The poet was fast asleep.

Dormea de o jumate de orn He had been sleeping for half an hour when his editor

telefdndtntgsrebe c©nd o sn fi phoned to ask when his first volume of poems would be

poezii. printed.

Poet ul sperase ch i se va The poet had hoped he would be offered a large house with

M¢nchen dupn ce vor fi scric¢s a pool in Munich when his poems had been written.

Nu-i dnduse prin minte sn ~ nit It had not occurred to him to ask how much he would be paid
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dea redactorului manuscrisul. before he had given his editor the manuscript.
Redactorul se mira de ce doc¢ The editor wondered why the poet slept so much, and why
nu-al iterminat ~ncnA vaovleuamucln, [ he had not finished his volume yet, but he had no idea that

de g©nd sn r enpuenniter wh achrp tose 1z ® the poet was going to give up poetry, because he had decided
ma i bine sn fie milionar. he wanted to be a millionaire instead.
176.

Ur meazhn ca romancierul sn The novelist is to make a speech, in which he will suggest
propune sn nu aibnhn voie coj that seven-year-olds should not be allowed to watch TV, lest
televizor, ca sn nu |l e fie <« their imagination should be destroyed.

Va fi Tinut acel ali di scur s He will have made the same speech for twenty years, when
vorbi disearn sntenil or. he speaks to the villagers tonight.

Va fi propus de | ma i mu | He will have been suggesting for even longer than that that

nainte shn se uite | a desence children should read before they watch cartoons.
Dacnh-l ' nmpi edicn cineva sn Tir Unless someone prevents him from making that speech, the

rol ii

seventyear-olds may attack him with tomatoes, and ruin his
new striped suit.

The novelist has been wearing this suit for a whole week
now, and has grown very fond of it.

sA atace cu -Cstripeicastumutcel
nou in dungi.

Romanci er ul poartnh acest <co
dej a-a htabat de el foarte tz¢
Nu se poate [ti ce va fearumou
“nainte ca copi i cumpdgre rohaay, tiae

edi todulpl $imeaschi idedseallun ac ¢

There is no knowing what he will do, if he has to buy a new
one before the sevenyear-olds buy his novel, and the
publisher pay him enough to have a new suit made.
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facut .
Pianistul J[tia c¢chA tr eb adorezes
pianul, darvoias-o f acn abliia dpepina cea

177.

The pianist knew that he must have his piano tuned, but he
wanted to do it only when he had had his house
whitewashed.

O "ntrebn pe newaptuanl pie da He asked his wife if she would have the maid buy

cumpere rodii, pentru cnhn ar pomegranates, because he would like to eat them while his
va fi acordat pianul. piano was being tuned.

Nevasta | ui punea nt ot deau His wife always had her fruit sent from Prague, so she replied
Praga, ala cnhn rAspunse cnhA | e that it would take two days for the pomegranates to reach

la ei. them.

¢l " ntrebnpdmagnpenzarzavagil She asked him if she should have the greengrocer send them
ridichi. radishes instead.

Pianistu¢n zmaier mi ne moar e The pianist screamed that he would rather starve than eat
mAN©nce ridichi radishes.

Nevasta | ui fu at©t de suphnr His wife was so upset that she took the car keys, had the gate
se “ncuie poarta “n urma ei locked behind her, and drove to Brussels, where she had her
undese coaf n. hair done.

COnd se ntoarse ea acashn, | When she came backhome, the pianist had been listening to

nuci de dounh snApt AmMOnNI the radio and eating nuts for a fortnight.

Nu putdse axordeze ncn pian He had not been able to have his piano tuned yet, because his
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pusese sn se “ncuie poarta

Habar n-avea Albhi-caZhpada c¢cn o Ssh se

178.

wife had had their gate locked behind her.

Snow White had no idea she would fall in love with one of

unul din cei [lapte pitici the seven dwarfs.
Cel cu care era meninfdfusn sce It was the prince she had been meant to marry.
Preotul o “"ntrebn -damfMr nuavwva The priest asked her if she would not regret marrying a
dwarf.
Se gOndeacazmpadabnhiit at basmu He thought that Snow White must have forgotten her fairy
candl-a ci tit wultima oarn. tale, and asked her when she had last read it.
Al céZznpada rhAspunse cn "~ ntot Snow White replied that she had always hated fairy tales,
i cn alteaptn cu neaée.bdare and was looking forward to escaping from her own.
Nu voia sh altepte uvaveaisnmi She did not want to wait for a prince who might not even
turn up.
Avea sn fipgi tiieculc, tcOtcfrosor pu She would be happy with the dwarf, as long as he did not
sn spele vasele. have her wash the dishes.
179.
Dacn medrculntnreba pe toatn | If the snail did not ask everyone where his house was,
sar goOndi ni mieaerit. cn este un nobody would think him to be a hypocrite.
Dach uwliiitadwadie casa “n spinar Had he forgotten that he was carrying his house on his back
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putea retrage “"n ea asearn, wherever he went, he would not have been able to withdraw
somn. in it last night, when he wanted to take a nap.
cond -oi ssipuamnectinde se duce, When he tells you that he has nowhere to go, and if he asks
dacn va aveanv piee camagpeamnua t you whether he will be allowed to sleep on your couch, you
mincinos este. will realize what a liar he is.

Le tot spune -oraanema re,ntdcaa ro | He will tell people he is homeless, just because he likes
sh stea “"n casele altora. spending time in other peopl
180.

Maibinen-o rnpea bal aur ul pe fii The dragon had betternoth ave ki dnapped t

daughter.

Trebui a s A-arlinsurasiciimmp rinnTs cu e

7

He should have known that no prince would marry her,

se zvonea cn este morocnhnnoascs because she was reported to be grumpy.

Nu este nevoie caregna s n t r i mi torsalvpze pel The queen need not send anyone to rescue her twentynine-

fiica ei de dounzeci [ nourt year-old daughter.

Dupn ce a petrecut doun zi l-e Having spent two days with the young woman, the dragon

o fi ZANrit niciodatn wishes he had never laid eyes on her.

Ar prefera snoaealbereze. un prinT He would rather some prince came to deliver her.

Tocmai a propus snhnh se dea ' n He has just suggested that an ad revealing where the princess

sn dezvhlpwiagd eurdfde ghsitn pri can be found should be placed in the most widely read
newspaper.

Dacrmrs "nt©O©mpla ca vreun t @r If any young man should think he must bring her back, let
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aducn “"q@apoidec®t sNnN se ~nNsoi him marry her.
181.
Profesorul de biologie are de un an cainele. The biology teacher has had his dog for a year.
c | pl i mbnddu pmafsidecirdrk& cumpnr He has walked him every afternoon, ever since he bought it
grndina zool ogich. at the Zoo.
La " nceput aocisézwte cmgmal At first, he thought the dog would never put on weight, if he
pl i mbn. walked it.
¢cnsn, cu c©t plimba c®©inele The longer he walked the dog, though, the fatter it grew.
Profesorul de biologie a fost prea ocupat cu corectarea The biology teacher has been too busy grading papers to
lucrnrilor ca snA se uite at e have a good look at his dog lately.
¢ | pli mbhn neatent-sedede nj uarn, He has walked it absent-mindedly for a year, looking around
visOnd cu ochii deschili and daydreaming.
POnnh azi, nu “"nt©l nea de ol Till today, he would usually meet no one when he walked
plimba céinele. the dog.
Tocmali de aceea nu pmeaplutnT That is why he can hardly understand why the little boy who
care a ielio ctorfaegsndunt e, ran out of a yard has stari
Vino snh vezi l eul ! o Come see the |lion!o
182.
Culoarea acoperilului era ce It was the colour of the roof that he could not stand.
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De abia o observna, cn [Ti ple No sooner had he noticed it than he left Naples.
CObndva, pe vremuri, |"anbwita © He once used to live in the Hague, and, the older he grew,
at Ot T era mai dor de or ¢ the more he missed the town where he had gone to school in
adol escenTn. his teens.
Era din ce n ce maii agrcau It was ever more difficult for him to live among red roofs,
acoperiluri rolii, mai ales especially after he had noticed that his own roof was the
era de aceeali culoare. same colour.
Aveasent i mentul c¢cn trebuia sn He felt he should have noticed the colour long before.
Era culoarea comunismului. It was the colour of communism.
Abia atuncicandi-a amintit nevasta -d It was only when his wife reminded him that he was colour
trezitdn somn, i a uitat de col blind that he woke from his sleep, and forgot the nightmare

with red roofs.
183.

Candm-a “ntrebat i epur-ail edddreen When the rabbit asked me where | would go if a storm broke
i zbucni o furtunn, am ~ n-ardig out, | started wondering whether he would have returned
"napoiat umb-rnegam , dacnhn nu my umbrella, unless | had asked him.
M-am g©ndit ch est4 maitremTe | thought it wiser not to ask him if he would ever try to
incerceso " mprumute, pentru cn borrow it again, because | imagined he must have noticed it
observat c¢cn este o umbreln f was a magic umbrella.
Al fi Pdutwmttred dacn [tia | a | could have asked him if he knew what it was good for.
Chiar <dachildat seama cn-l umli Even if he had realized that my umbrella could take him
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s

n mai puTin de unlogfed rAnespdneal
el mie adevnrul

anywhere he wanted in less than a quarter of an hour, he
would never have told me the truth.

Nu se poate sn fi descoperi
ieftinn dec©t avionul

He cannot have found out that my umbrella was much
cheaper than a plane.

Ei bine, chiar s-a pornit furtuna.

Well, the storm did break out.

Am vrdt sprun i epurelui de -0oa: | wanted to tell the rabbit that he had been right, and | would
ies “n oral “n seara aceea. not go out that night.

Il ntenTi-mhnamdushnumbrela “~n Ja | planned to take my umbrella to Japan as soon as the day
crapnhn de ziun. broke.

L-am cAuiepre. pe | looked for the rabbit.

Am chutat wumbrel a. | looked for the umbrella.

Ni ciunul nu era de gnsit. Both were missing.

Dacn vedeTi un i epure de ca If you see a rabbit flying in the sky with a crimson umbrella...
purpurie...

Nu conteazhn.

Never mind.

CeaTi putea face, dacn nu vr

Ucenicul viea snh Itie de =@
cumpnrat el acum doun zile.

What could you do, if he will not come down?

The apprentice wants to know how long you have been
reading the novel that he bought two days ago.

Tocmaiissa s pus N -amcd icat gpatende repede,
pentru cnh va fi exaomisnfaptt ndne©

He has just been told he had better read it as fast as he can
because he will be examined on Sunday week, and he will be
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vaceresn di s aigale. i nt required to talk about its plot.
N-a f ost ni ciodatn chemat s n He has never been call@ to sit for an exam on a Sunday, so
spern sn fie o gl umn. he hopes it might be a joke.
Habarn-ar e c¢cnh va fi “"ntrebat de He has no idea that he will be asked why he bought a novel,
a fost trimis dupn un cal enc although he had been sent for acalendar.
POnnh ce ter mini tu romanul , By the time you finish the novel, he will have been told that
ma i multe cnanrTi dec©t a citi he had better have read more books than he already has.
Va fi fost, de asemenea, it r ebat c©te chr T He will also have been asked how many books he has read,
nar spune adevnrul and he had better not tell the truth.
Cand afostangajat,isa cer ut sn compl e When he was hired, he was asked to fill in a form which he
care nu l-a inapoiat. did not return.
Leful l ui cautn formularul ¢ His boss has been looking for it ever since.

Credeacmntinci t .

He thinks he must have misplaced it.

Ni ci nu are habaomphetwatni an Little idea does he have that the apprentice did not fill in the
0o sSsA citeasch ni ci-lodaittielirtoim form, and will never read the novel that you have been
ore, pentru cn este anal fabe reading for a few hours, because he is illiterate.

185.
L-am “nt©lnit pe brut ar -ainrebat | met the baker on his way to the meadow, and he asked me
dacnh-lo ag-uit gsMseascn taurul a if I would help him find his bull when it ran away.
de acasn.
Era o chestiune de zil e, [ It was a matter of days, he whispered, before his bull decided
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hotnhrasch sn facn “nconjurul to go on a world tour.
De abia “mi mArt ur ieslii aiczebsu ce No sooner had the baker confided in me than | burst into
laughter.
Se vede c¢cn a cotnascitd e rpaetntcrinu n He must have thought me to be tactless, because, since tha
nu mi-a mai adresatn i c i m rsingarrcuvant day, he has never said another word to me.
¢ mi fac singur p©i ne de ce | have been making my own bread for some time now, as the
brutarulnuvrea s fimi  vondnin ni mi c, i baker will not sell me anything, and he is the only baker in
din sat. our village.
Daclh vedeTi atunci cOnd veni If you see him when you come to visit this part of the country,
nuvhn | AsaTi pncnli Ti de voce do not allow yourselves to be fooled by his mild voice.
Taur ul I ui chiar a fugit -d His bull did run away and, if you help him find it, he is sure
gnseasch, precibsi etlulvanomai to kill the poor animal for having seen more of the world than
viAzut mai multe | ocuri din | his master.
186.
Dacn nd netal atorul , acum d If it had not been for the plumber, you would now be
deasupra pernei. sleeping with an umbrella above your pillow.
Dacfrn fi veniTti i"mddicati asrcn Had he not come at once to replace your old pipes, you

puteai face dmbtp®ndi cecmnant would never have been able to take another shower till you
moved out of this house.

Mai bine-I| pl At eai pe instalator You had better have paid the plumber.

Se vede ch este tare suphira He must be very angry now, even though his wife tells him
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spune zilnic c¢nA nuidapietrieck Tn$oa daily that he cannot have known you would give him
de monezi. pebbles instead of coins.

Dach ontsmehe | a telefpomte®ni If he asks you over the phone when you will pay him, do not

convins de prietena ta c¢cn, -0f allow yourself to be persuaded by your girl friend that, if you

sh mai ai nevoie de i1 nst alda move soon enough, you will not need the plumber again, so

niciun ban. you need not give him any money.

Nu -alli spune acest lucru, “n¢ | would not be telling you this, but this plumber is known to

este magician. be a magician.

E foarte probabil snh-atdee. ur mr He is very likely to follow you wherever you may go.

Se poate sn otrnvebescn apa g He may poison the water you will be drinking.

Se poate sA “nroleascnhn apa ¢ He may turn the tap water red.

Prietena ta nar e de unde sn ltie Your girl friend would not know how mean the plumber can

instalatorul. be.

Te avertizez. | am warning you.

Pl Atleitreai nte sA se decidn c Pay him before he makes up his mind that he must take
revenge on you.

Poate este, oricum, deja prea tarziu. It may be too late as it is.

Fugi p ©adia 4 ra;i odlartie dd ainci sute de dolari. Run to his house and give him a five-hundred -dollar bill.

Apoi-Tif Asemnul cruci i, ca sAn Then make the sign of the cross, sahat he may understand

sA renunTe sn te cO©itige de you are a believer and give up winning you over.
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187.
Dramaturgul pare sh sugereze The playwright seems to suggest that his play should be
curand. staged soon.
Vor belirnegiczuor ul de par c-arfiaitt ¢ He is talking to the stage manager as if the latter had never
piesa nicaodbhtih, deiunde sn read the play, and did not know where to begin.
d&MAcar -alracfii nal a gdcen daeri ot gea mrte, | olf only he were not so arr
¢ | ascultn pe regizor de un He has been listening to the playwright for a quarter of an
hour now.
Ar vr-eafsnspus chrauvdad acasSupc He wishes he had told him he was deaf, and had forgotten
audi tivn. his hearing aid at home.
Dach cumva vorbelte ne ntre Suppose he kept talking tild]l
"nceapn spectacolul zilei? begin!
Sa spus adesea c¢cn dramaturg The playwright has often been said to think of nothing else
altceva dec©t | a piesele | ui but his plays, so, for the last several minutes, the stage
regizorul se gOadebueehal us e manager has been thinking of a plan: he could let the
sn tot vorbeascn po©nnAn ce se playwright speak on till the theatre hall is full, and, when the
can d s e vV a ridica cord i nvaad curtain rises, the onlookers will see the playwright, and
dramaturg, i au sn arunce throw tomatoes at him.
Dacn dr amet wsrigusle nopreascn d If the playwright does not stop talking, the stage manager
sA trimitAn pe polkitiar sn cum will send the doorkeeper to buy tomatoes.
Revinointr-o or A | i poTi snh arunc Come back in an houroés tim
yourself.
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188.
Am vi ssatntcmun om pri mitiov,p ecl | dreamt | was a primitive man, living in a huge cave.
uri al A.
Ci spuneam nevestei mel e c¢cn | was telling my wife that | would hunt a bear when spring
sn se facn primnhvarn. came.
Eram conviads fdn pmut ut “nsur | felt sure | could have married a healthier woman, if | had
sAnAtoasn, dacn al fi fost been a better hunter in my youth.
Nevasta mea ~mi ntdtii vopirea My wife kept telling me that she would divorce me, if we did
nu avem [apte copii. not have seven children.
Am propiushrsmineascnhn cu | oarec | suggested that she should feed them mice till | could go
sn vOnez. hunting.
Ningea. It was snowing.
Ni ngea de dowe&l Tmusemnaecra pr It had been snowing for two months, which meant that we
Sud. must have been at the South Pole.
Pelitera era cum nu se poate The cave could not have been colder.
Focul nu fusese “"nch descopce The fire had not been discovered yet.
Pe fiul meu cel ma i m aar fiedus’la My eldest son had a toothache, and would have gone to a
dentist, dacn ar fi fost unt dentist, if there had been any in the cave.
Invismi-a trecut brusc prin min In my dream, it suddenly occurred to me that | was
dreaming.
Credeam cn visez demul t, pe | thought | must have been dreaming for a long time, as it
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nevasta mea mi cerea sn mn was spring now, and my wife demanded that | should go
hunting.
N-am fost niciadetatn un om vi | have never been a violent man.
¢ mi era cu neputinTn sn omor | could not possibly kill a bear.
Ar putea unul din voi, VvA rc Could any of you wake me up now, please?
189.
Nu [tiaicasfi atea c ni-aispartajuacacand i Did you not know that the house whose windows you had
jucai golf cu ITeful tAu ur m broken when you had been playing golf with your boss was
nu vorbelite araba ? to be sold to an Arab who could not speak Arabic?
Cine-T i nchipui ai -Tcin foi es Av eaccicr Who did you imagine would accept to be your neighbour?
COnd a intrat -4danolktsaesmyatarafbe On entering the house, the Arab noticed you and your boss
[ eful tAu. outside.
Pentr-u pmomi sese agentul ui Having promised the real estate agent that he would replace
geamurile pe cheltui ataa "Inucie, the windows at his expense, the Arab did not even try to
vh abordeze. approach you.
De doun | uni "ncoace, el “n For two months now, he has been sudying Arabic, and,
destul de bine | imba, o sn when he knows the language well enough, he will send you
joacn de ani de zile golf 7 a note saying he knows who has been playing golf in his
courtyard for years.
Se poate sn vn dea pe -ame&nd He may sue you both, unless you apologize to him in Arabic.
scuze “'n arabhn
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Mai bine ai ncepe-osrfsn mMvieTi You had better start learning the language before it is too late.
190.
N-ai vrea snh te fi “nsurat cI Do you not wish you had married the wicked witch?
Oare nu te nsurai cu ea, da Would you not have married her if your parents were poor
nevoie de cineva sn | e aduct and needed someone to bring them food?
Nu-icuput i n-Th $h “nchipuit cn You cannot have imagined that they only ate ants and
gandaci, nu? beetles, can you?
Airefuzat-o ca nu cumva Sh <€rieagdr You rejected her lest your parents should think that you liked
mult fiinTele supraratrnrealid supernatural beings better than women in flesh and blood.
COnd a descoperit c¢cn mai de When she found out you would rather stay a bachelor than
“nsori cu ea, VvrAjitoarea de marry her, the wicked witch wished she were a dragon and
t e nspni-an©mnd a&r 1 na@nd te “~nt she could scare you one night, when you came back home

late.

Dach-omai s nt ©l nel tni fvarTenejd astpr
fie "ntotdeauna iubir eacoviineal
in fiece noapte.

spune adevArul i
pl nteascn o casn des|

nosul
S h

Mi nci
pus

191.

If you ever meet her face to face again, tell her she will always
be the love of your life, unless you want to have nightmares
every night.

The liar has been telling the truth and nothing but the truth
since he was made to pay for a hause about which he had
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declared that it would cost more than it was really worth.

A fost pus snh pl Ataeasicrcomn @

He was made to pay the price he had invented.

Dacn ar fi fost doar c ©-arefiv
imprumutat de la prieteni, dar nu -i dn ni meni
un miliard de | ire,

pentru c

Had it been just a few thousand dollars, he might have
borrowed it from his friends, but no one will lend him a
billion pounds, as he is well known to be a liar, and is

alteaptn de | a el snh minthn expected to lie about the date when he could return the
Thapoia banii. money.

Al a cATi dapame fostnniciodat So, if he tells you he has never been as poor as he is now, yot
acum, poilicBaAmodvaieadT a | ui spu can trust him to be telling the truth for once.

A Se s p unaedecernat fotogsafului premiul Nobel.

0 T hpbotographer is said to have been awarded the Nobel
Prize.

Este foarte secretos de cand s ntors din s

He has been very secretive since he returned from abroad.

He will not tell anyone where he was.

He is thought to have spent a week in Sweden, and now
everyone expects him to tell his friends why t he Nobel Prize
has been awarded to him of all people.

Nu vrea snA spunnin nimAnui unc
Se crede cnh a petrecut o sng
alteaptn ca el snA | e -apacemat
tocmai lui premiul Nobel.

El tot repetnh oitiome” wTelaegar

He keeps repeating he does not want there to be any
misunderstanding.

Zice c¢ch nu el a fost cel car

He saysitwasnothewhogot t he prize. 6

ARAr recunoadfileat? dacn |

OWould he admit if he had gt
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i De ce ar faceo? OWhy should he?
Dacn Tine |l a saanttmiebaieanl ok If he values his privacy, he should not tell us.
Uite-I! There he is!
Sunt reporteri peste tot ' n Reporters are all around him, his neighbours shout from all
geamurile. the windows. 0
i Ce face? oWhat is he doing? 0
Acii sfAromn aparatul de fot OHe i s s maasnbra.ng hi s
Era pe vremuri o fiinTnhn al a He used to be such a gentle creature.
Precis ch celebritatea are Celebrity must have a terrible effect on him.
Al vrea sn fiu eu cel cANobel ¢ |l wish it were me who had b«
193.
cond “{i va da seama omul de¢ When the scientist realizes that he paid too much for the
calculatorulpecarel-a cumpnrat ieri, e computer he bought yesterday, | will have known for years
zile chn nevasta lucasdaareéel cyg that his wife, who does all the buying in his house, is cheating
him.
De cevavremeincoaceee conomi sel te pen: For quite a while now, she has been saving for a convertible
decapotabiln “"n care sh se red car in which she can drive to Antwerp every other day.
zZile.
Nevasta | uil iars laurjobHuil csof ai g His wife should get a job and earn her own money, and she
arfaceo, d@acnhn fn at©t de | eneln would, if she were not so lazy.
Se trezelte mereu |l a amiazh, She will wake up at noon, eat out every day, and spend the
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“1i pet ramiazal @ upuimpnr At ur i afternoon shopping.
Dacn al fi “n locul omului ¢ lf | were in the scientistd
long ago.
Daromulde [l t i inTA este ala de d But the scientist is so absentminded that he has probably
ui t atainsuratcs ea. forgotten he married her.
194.

L-a m

miacor de

nt

rebat pe funcTionar -«
o audienTn, [i dach
intdmple in viitorul apropiat.

| asked the clerk when his boss would be willing to see me,
and if | could expect this to happen in the near future.

FuncTionar ul

nnicio & b i @er & anTtier xei

<

-

The clerk did not want there to be any argument between

alteptau la o coadn |l ungh -a him and those who were waiting in a long line in  front of his

asigurat cn o sn fiu primit office, so he reassured me that | would be received as soon as
his boss was free.

Habarn-avea | ef ul I ui eaeoncediat. i O < His boss had no idea how angry | was because he had fired
me.

Nu numai cCA eram mOnibso dar Not only was | angry, but | had also bought a gun.

Aveam de -lg©nmp usinc at unci Was | going to shoot him when | saw him?

c ©n

Ha i

s n

alteptAm

"mpreunhn,

Let us wait together, and you may find out.
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| had been living in the Hague for a year when | received an
anonymous letter saying that | had inherited a villa in
Athens.

Dintotdeauna mi-a pl Ancut foarte mul

vizitat -0 deja de cateva ori.

| have always been very fond of Greece, which | have already
visited several times.

M-am gOndit c¢chnh, dacn mnin du-i | thought that, if | went to Athens and had a look at the villa,
fac catde catoideeciemi-a | 9sabi tenir e. | might form some idea who had bequeathed it to me.

Al vrea snA fi ramas | a Haga. | wish | had stayed in the Hague.

Ma i bine rupesori sobuedaTaher | had better have torn the anonymous letter to pieces.

Cum am intrat aresvtialtn pomi Ti When | entered the villa, the Greek police arrested me.

Se descoperise ch vila acee; That villa had been discovered to be the meeting place of all
trafican Ti | or europeni de drogul European drug dealers, and | was accused of being their
chpetenia | or. head.

M-au "~ nchi s, [, atunci c Qveac They put me behind bars, and, when | leave Greece, | shall be
aproape nounzeci de ani in my late eighties.

Dacn trnAni-emchat ©t ©t ms A mnh d

If I live that long, | have made up my mind to go to a
monastery.

Nuunagreceascn, bine nTel es.

Not a Greek one, of course.

Am auzit cn italienidi au c¢chi

| hear Italians have great cells.
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196.

Odatn ca niciodatn, a fost Once upon a time, there was a poet.
Se spuneadcutnaesicrde vol ume He was said to have written twenty volumes of verse.
Regele ceru ca poetul sh ded The King demanded that the poet should dedicate a poem to
de trei ani. his three-year-old dog.
Poetulsa ui tat | a rege emdialzinimcu The poet looked at the king as if he had never heard anything
mai umilitor. more humiliating in his whole life.
A trebiui'tntsonarcn spatele reg He had to turn his back to the king, lest the latter should hear
| audmhesh emn. him curse.
Regina, care se afla " n pici The Queen, who was standing at the other end of the hall,
din “"ntO©mplare, fArn sn vrec happened to overhear him.

Puse sn fie “ntemniTat. She had him imprisoned.

Dupn ce a fost “ntemniTat, After having been imprisoned, every morning at dawn, the
cerea toc i hoertie. poet would ask for pen and paper.

Candt emni cer ul [ |l e aducea, ¢ When the jailor brought them to him, hoping that he would
carela cerut regel e, poeawnul sB8 write the poem the king had requested, the poet would
cO©i ned, p-©n,icainelefyadushntcelula lui. i nvariably write o0Damned do

brought to his cell.

Céinele avea acum doisprezece ani.

The dog was now twelve years old.

intre timp, regele fusese detronat de nepot.

In the meantime, the king had been overthrown by his
nephew.

Se dovedi ch a fost un rege

He turned out to have been a bad king, so his nephew had
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fie Ii el “ntemniTat “~n cel him i mprisoned “"n the poet &:
Poetul, cO©inele Ii regele sc¢ The poet, the dog and the king became friends.
Vorbeau zilnic despre poezie. They would talk about poetry every day.
cond furnAn eliberaTi, semnna When they were released, they were so much alike, with long
“mbr AcaTi “n zfdu emdref urdatpoa beards and dressed in rags, that the poet was mistaken for
alezat pe tron. the ex-king and seated on the throne.
Era acum r©ndul r egedoem. snh ¢ twastheKi ngdés turn to write a
197.
Am visat c¢ch dorm de o sutn | dreamt | had been sleeping for a hundred years.

Cu cat dormeam mai mult, cu atat intineream.

The longer | slept, the younger | was.

MhAt emeam chA oamenlitii apne pcea rver
"Nt ©l neasch-ope As tnTAa dbro aitin m e

| was afraid people | used to know would meet me in the
street and would not be able to recognize me.

Trebui e sn -aec tioe s c n cdésperidtaumr
am fost Tn visul acela.

| must admit | have never been as scared as | was in that
dream.

Se pAarea cn am adormit atunc | seemed to have fallen asleep when | was in my early sixties,
de ani, [ mh "~ ntrebam c©nd and | wondered when | would stop getting younger.
cCond, “n vi s, am ~ mp | ramintalnitl When, in my dream, | turned seventeen, | met my elder son,
fiul ma i mar e;l darse san d ert ute who demanded that | should let him enter first, as he was
cnhn estermdain crma vWm® ne. older than me.

Propria mea nevastn mnhn tratze My own wife treated me as if | were her son.

Prieteninu ascul tau niciodatn ce My friends would never listen to what | had to say.
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Lef ul meu insista sn merg | . My boss insisted that | should go to college before asking for
de salariu. a raise.
MhAsi mTeam bnAatr©n, dar se al-t | felt old, but | was supposed to do the things that a young
t ©Onnr . man did.
Mul Tumesc | ui Dumnezeu c¢cn ’r Thank God | am awake at last.
Nu este delmigorul or sn fili It is not at all easy to be under age.
198.
Nu este nevoiei cacraivocpteale The lawyer need not write to the President about the case he
cazul pe care }a pierdut. has lost.
Dacn are nevaéoirebde BBanimunare. If he needs money, he should work more.
Nu era nevoie sh aprobe tot He need not have approved of everything the judge said
procesului. during the trial.
Dac+ari fi Sspus clrieennteuviouiie |du If he had told his client he needed money in order to buy a
cumpere un cal, poate c¢ch cl horse, his client, who is known to be a wealthy man, might
este un ormr Mgt printt,i tl dubl u have paid him double.
Clientuli-a spus din pri mul mo me His client told him from the very beginning that he needed a
avocat muncitor. hardworking lawyer.
Dacn avocatul ar-afi fmumoists p Had the lawyer been working hard enough, he would not
clientuluiin ul tima zi c¢cn a pierdu have had to tell his client on the last day that he had lost the
battle.
Avocatuln-ar fi trebuit sn mintan The lawyer should not have lied.
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Ar fi fost san fi dat uneCGwt cliemtuduc n -a
c©f t i gat nigunc a prcwipi@r soann " n

nu |-ar fi angajat de la bun inceput.

It would have been enough if he had given his client his CV:
he has never won any case, andno person in his right mind
would have hired him in the first place.

199.
Ci spuneai farmacistul ui unc Would you have told the chemist where the prescription was,
a pus-0? if you had known where he had put it?
Te-a ntrebat dacn i ei de mi He asked you if you had been taking the medicine you were
cumperi. buying for a long time.
Decenutali spus efi Ipaemdarr un ce -& Why did you not tell him you had no idea what it was for,
prescris doctorul? and why the doctor had prescribed it to you?
N-ar fi ma i bine sn te d-uspui Had you not better go see another doctor, and tell the chemist
farmacistului cHhindaesit grmnegh he need not worry?
Eulal linilti, dacn al fi " n | would reassure him if | were you, a s next time he might give
T-ar putea da un médi camehea you a medicine which could turn your ears red, or your nose
sau-Té6n nverzeascn nasul, dac green, if he feels despised.
Trebuie sn ai mare grijn ~n You can never be too careful these days.

200.

cond i
acesta tar da-o

pi erdiupn ,ngelrulntor eb
dacn ar da de ea.

When the angel lost one wing, he asked an archangel
whether the latter would give it to him, if he came across it.
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Se veideeca foarte greu snh zt He must have found it very hard to fly with only one wing

left.
Pe de altn parte, nNu se poi On the other hand, he cannot simply have lost his wing.
simplu.
Ajunse | a c on c-afuratio&inecaratuneircand He came to the conclusion that someone must have stolen it
dormea dus. from him while he was fast asleep.
Ma i ni meni nu I tie ch “nger Hardly anyone knows that angels need their sleep as much
somn ca |i oameni. as humans.
Dachars nt ©mplag us@ -icii ngr ae ass If anyone should help him find his wing, the angel would

ngerul ar fi desigur foart e certainly be very grateful.

Poate chiar ta r mpl i ni toate dorin Hemighteven ful fil al | t hat pe
N-ai vrea snh ai tot ce vrei? Do you not wish you had everything you wanted?
VAad cn ascunzi |l a spate ceve | can see you are hiding something fluffy and white at your

back.
SAFTi fie ruline. Shame on you.

201.

O aud cum te “ntreabn tawdts eus | can hear her ask you how long it has been since you last had

your hair cut.
MA " ntreb-idasgruiaicnsan d e N © mid | wonder if you will tell her that, since you were bor n, you
tuns niciodatn, pentru cn ai have never had your hair cut, because you were cursed at
vrAnjitoarea phAroasn sn te p birth by the hairy witch to be turned into a bush if you ever
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vreodat n

had your hair cut.

Cand m-a i ntrekmdt fdacmsmrat c
[ tiut cA nu te poTicrupmmreedias

When you asked me whether | would have married your
daughter i f | had known you
| thought you must be joking.

Dacraln fi eu nolsicairt e u pe Vv
deunnzieal maored®i ami pi c

If I had not met the hairy witch myself the other day, | should
still think you to be a little crazy.

Di n “nt ©O©mpl ar e, mn p | i-amémalm
umbrela,adeschiso, -Ai abtuns de tofTi

| happened to be taking a walk when she grabbed my
umbrella, opened it, and hid her hairy face from all the
others.

Sa dovedit cn ai Spusa aarewthe
| ocul unde vei sta atunci c C
ce te vei tunde.

It turned out you h ad been telling the truth, because she
showed me the very place where you would stand when you
turned into a bush, as soon as you had your hair cut.

De cand am cunoscuto pe vrnjitoar e,
trei “n troei or ete-ais At rmenn safsoit

n ai nnidai zestrea pe care miai promis-o atunci cand
m-am Tnsurat cu fata ta.

Ever since | met the witch, | have visited that spot every three
hours, to make sure you have not become a bush before
giving me the dowry you promised when | married your
daughter.

Ni ci ceasornicarul , ni ci mo Neither the watchmaker, nor the miller was willing to sing in
cor. the chorus.
Ni ci mncar atunci C @red sa n &k Not even when the priest phoned to ask them in person, did

roage, nu au fost de acord ¢

they agree to go to church.
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Ni ci nNu “nchisern bine telef

Hardly had they hung up when a storm br oke out.

Cum satul afostinundat,aut r e bui t SN se r

As the village was flooded, they had to take refuge in the

"ntruc®©t biserica aceea fusece church, since that church had been built on top of a hill.
Din ziua aceea se duc |l a re Ever since that day, they have gone to rehearsals every
cn sunt afoni Thursday night, even though they are tone deaf.

203.
Bi bliotecarul vruwrsrgilsttiret e The librarian wanted to know when the book which you had
aidonat-o cu o shAptrinmOGonhnpoat dr mi donated a week before would be registered, so that he might
cititorilor. lend it to his readers.
intreba pe t o Ti c eii pemt ©bnea und He would ask everyone he met where the book was, and he
obTinea mer eu fizdielsal i’ nrregd wr would get the same answer over and over againii that the

book was being registered.

Fusese prevenitch este o carte de: He had been warned it was a book about black magic, and he

nndnj duia cn va fi pri mul ce hoped he would be the first to read it.

Se g©ndea cn, dacn se va dov He thought that, if it proved to be dangerous, he would keep

pentru el , nu o va ~mprumut e it to himself, he would not lend it to anyone.

¢l zi se cn, dacn ar fi tanfi He told himself that, if it were a thriller or a fairy tale, it

periculos, dar <cu o a«ialrrit eg rdie would not be dangerous, but, with a book of magic, he must
be careful.

¢n ziua “n care a ajuns car The day the book arrived, he simply vanished from his desk,

ma s a | udamaiauzitdeel de atunci. and has not been heard of since then.
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204.
Trebuie sn fi fost-lgr e apare It must have been difficult for the cook to resign from his job
postul |l ui de l-ar rdeosrtia usrraludtu, at the restaurant, but he wishes he had done it long ago,
de mul t, pendaru fén-drididandat in because, if he had, he would not now be sued by a group of
judecatn de un grup de-aj @aporn Japanese, who claim he poisoned them.
Ar face bindibuwmnrmgtagrewle sum a The cook had better hire a very good lawyer, and | have even
chiari-am sugédr actaustre pe cel mai suggested that he should look for the best there is.
De-ar f i snh af | eaafus la restaunant pe acei If the cook were to learn who brought those Japaneseto the
japonezi, “~n meod edi gnurntar p'er restaurant, he would most certainly teach that person a
lesson.

llam spus bucntarul ui cn de | told the cook that it did not really matter whose idea it had
ideea. been.
Dacfrars “~nt Gmpd mursm c i n eocelacarecia If anyone should tell him that it was me who urged that the
"ndemnat pe-ijapoceecie m@®ncar ¢ Japanese should try his food, | am afraid | should be in
de belea. trouble.
Sar putea supnra rnu. He might get very angry.
M-ar putea chiar otrnvi He could even poison me.
MA " ntreb dacn vreunul din | | wonder whether any of those Japanese has lived to this day,
putea spune pATani a. and could tell the story.
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Only when the elderly gentleman burst into tears, did |
realize | had been tactless.

Mi se splusmisret ,snl i uitasem. | had been told to lie to him, and | had forgotten.
llam spus fcngiit c©i nel e | uii dr | told him his dog had run away from home because he never
mancare. fed it.
Domnul cel vOrstnic dndea de The elderly gentleman would only feed the dog every three
in trei zile. days.
Dupn -acre sipus adevninrul, a url When | had told him the truth, he yelled at me that | was an
insensibil, care va fi pedepsit de Dumnezeu. insensitive young man who would be punished by God.
A mai zZi s cn ani mal ul eou -5 He added that the animal in question loved him, and would
pnrhAseascn de bunnin voie. never leave him out of his own free will.
COinele a fost, fnanrn n dieo maa The dog must have been kidnapped, and, now that he came
bine, precis chrafegat. sunt cel to think of it, it must have been me who had stolen it.
M-a anunTat cn va plo@®@ngepume@n He let me know that he would keep crying till | told him
cainele lui. where his dog was.
SA nu faceTi niciodatn ce a You must never do what | did, unless you want to feel guilty
simTi Ti vinovaTi toatn viaTse all your life.

206.
iDeunde sn [tiu eu unde este oOHow should I know where t hi
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ANu e nevoie sn strigi | a mi 0You need not shout at me.
M-am g©ndit chA poate [ tii |l just thought you might. o
iCenal da sn mnAn lali “n pace 0l wi sh yleawe maalané. d
FA bine Hi pentbruecaitmr unde e Ask the cook where the wait
A Nu-i cu putinThA saufi sosit 0The cook candt have arri ve:i
A plecat [-0 sAspes’ ©otearmdncp He left and said he would not be back till we had eaten all the
toate chiftelele. meat balls.
Le-am terminat? Have we finished them?6
A Nu -i cu putinTn sn fi termin OWe cand6t have finished his
Urmau sn nenpfjaom@nno They were to |l ast wus for a
APoate am mOncat mai mul t de OWe may have eaten more thai

Poat e -acogttame dame.

We may have been very hungr

ANU mMANO®©ncnh ni meni at ©tea ct

ONobody would eat so many m«

Ar trebui snAn Ttii Ti tu. You should know better.
¢ Ti pot face rnu. They can make you sick.
Cu siguranTn buchAtarul a f ol The cook is sure to have used pork instead of beef.

Se veder mihnat t-aag@nd-avemncuaon
dnm seama.

He must have run out of beef, and he thought we could not
possibly notice. o

AAtunci poate cn chelnerul ¢

0OThen the waiter may be buyi

Mai bine -admail ¢tier gredi ntea srear
am observat greieala bucnhAtar

We had better get out of here before the others realize we
have noticed the cookds mis
flogged. 6

iDe ce sA ne biciuiascn?

oOWhy should they flog us?56
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AiCa nu cumva sn spunem cel o oLest we should tell the ot
bucntar ul cook is.
Ltii c¢chA bucnhAntarul spern sn i You know the cook hopes to be awarded the Nobel Prize,
dondt you?o0
AUite cn vine chelnerul cu [ 0OThere comes the waiter wit.l
AAtunci-lhdiels@gitnm pe bucnht oLet wus congratul ate the co¢
A Nu putea lua premiul Nobel. o candt have received the
Pare prea abntut. He looks too gloomy.
Poateisa spus c¢cn este un bucnt ¢ He may have been told he is a second rate cook.
O sn ai bn nehNingesedim.de noi sn He will need us to cheerhimu p . 6
ADRA sn mnn©nce chiftelele | OFeed him his own meat ball:
Asta ar -t rfeabcui fsenr i ci t . That ought to make him happ"
207.

Duphn ce a terminat de d i Having finished typing the manuscript, the typist handed it
dactilografa i |-a inméanat autorului, care se t e mu s ¢ to the author, who had been afraid that the book would not
volumul nu va fi terminat la vreme. be finished in time.
Dactil ografa 7 S p-lckeens a&unc aand The typist had told the author that she would call him when
va fi gata cartea, dar telefonul era defect, ceea ce autorul nu the book was ready, but the phone was out of order, which
putea bnnui the author could not suspect.
COnd a sunat dactautoogrrualf,a cle When the typist rang the bell, the author, who had been
vinn de zile ntregi, hot Ar waiting for days for her to come, had decided he would call
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p©nn nu va fi prea tOrziu. another typist befor e it was too late.
Dach ar-ofi afthdut trebuit sn If he had done so, he would have had to pay twice, which he
ce nui i putea permite. could not afford.
Acum cartea este dej a regendlbr,i Now the book has already been published, but, on reading
autor ul ar viea ca vol umul the reviews, the author wishes the volume had never been
niciodatn. typed.
208.
Dach piticul nuspweraa Taurctie loe If the dwarf had not climbed the mountain in hopes he would
l una noun, ar mai locui i e be able to touch the new moon, he would still be living in our
district.
Nu -dri fi ~ noliagwi tajalngen | a | He would not have imagined he could reach the moon if the
TV pe care o urmhAarelite ~ n-arf TV show he watches at five to five every day did not
arnta mereu prima aterizare constantly show the first landing on the moon.
Emi siunea descrie luna ca I The show describes the moon as if it were already inhabited
omenel ti. by human beings.
MA " ntreb dacn piticul ar p | wonder if the dwarf would rather he had not started
muntele. climbing the mountain.
Cu c©t mn goG©ndesc mai mul t The more | think of it, the less | understand how this dwarf
ajuns piticul a c-ansigluda Pslui Sub.o c came to inhabit an igloo at the South Pole.
E oare cu putinTn sn se fi -r Can he have taken refuge there because your dog will not
| ase cOithelcanl nmeasmcn? allow him to ride it?
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Cefaceinaceasn cl i pn c©inele tnut? What is your dog doing right now?
Decenusl aud sn | atre de o shpi Why have | not heard it bark for a week?
Precis au evadat "mpreunn, They must have escapedtogether, and they hoped we would
"ntrebnraudus.de s wonder where they had gone.
Dacn cei doi se vor “nt oatr If the two of them come back, we must pretend to ignore
i gnor nm. them.
Dar e posibil son vniel Amupten ml But we may move to a villa on the moon before the dwarf
chlascn piticul pe cO©inel e i rides your dog to my house.
Ce mai privelilte o shA rathnAr What a sight we will miss!

200.

tiam spus ch pr ofreecorrjuilt-ood-hd | told you the teacher would be upset if he failed to find his
gnseascn papagalul atunci c¢ parrot when he walked in.
El [ papagal ul sunt ~“mpreur He and the parrot have beentogether for half a year now.
MAn©ncnhn, dorm [ i se plimbn ~ They have eaten, slept and walked together daily for six
zil e ncheiate, de ¢c©nd a g whole months, since the teacher foundthe parrot in his office.
lui.

Papagalul doarme pe perna profesorului.

The parrot sl eeps on the te:

N-a fost niciodatn pus “~n col He has never been put in a cage.

Profesoruln-a vrdit TémnA sub cheie. The teacher would never lock him up.

¢cn aceste [lase luni, papagal During these six months, the parrot has learned how to talk.
Se crede cnhn are cinci ani , He is thought to be five years old, but he may have lived in
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nainte sn zboare “n biroul the jungle for ten years bef
Nu se poate sn mai fi trnit He cannot have lived with another human being before.
Ma i bi ne aaum papagaldl. a We had better be looking for the parrot now.
Profesorul poate intra in orice moment. The teacher may come in any minute.
Urmeazn sn Tinn azi un di sc He is to make a speech about friendship today.
Urma Bihntii acel ali di scuamituta He was to have made the same speech a month ago, but he
duce, pentru ch a descoperit could not go, because he found out that his wife had been

zile cu cel mai bun prieten al lui.

cheating on him with his best friend for years.

Dacn nu era-apapgagalfdla,t mi ci But for the parrot, he would never have found out.
Acum papagalul a devenit pri Now the parrot has become his bosom friend.
Dacnhho nsn gnseasch papagaiciunul Unless he finds the parrot when he walks in, none of you will
dintre voi nu va trece exani pass theexam in summer, and you will have to take it again
iar [ iar, poGnn ajungeTi afg and again, till you are in your late seventies.

210.
Calculatorul meu este prost dispusdecandl-am c umpr My computer has been in a bad mood ever since | bought it.
Economiseam de luni de zile atunci cand I-a m v 1 z-mit | had been saving for months when | saw it wink at me from

face cu ochiuldintr-o vi tri nn. a shop window.

Nu pot chiar snA slpufni caiumgnr | cannot really say | wish | had not bought it, because it has
mi-a fost foarte util in tot acest timp. been very useful to me all this time.

Poate mai bi ne mn duceam cu Maybe | had better have gone with a specialist and chosen a

different one.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

iy r\N‘d\

%,
’/C'and\*e’

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

L4

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

166
COnd a ntrebat vOnznAntorul When the shop assistant asked if | would pay cash, or with
cu cartea de cr e driftlivral calculat@ui d my credit card, and when | would like t he computer to be
acasnh, am intrat “~n panich. delivered to my house, | panicked.
Crezuseml chao e84 mine i medi ¢ | had thought | would take it with me as soon as | had paid.
MAcar dacn aveam mali mul tn r If only | had been more patient.
Am cerut sn mi se dea calcul ator | demanded that | should be given my computer right away,
noapte de atunci incoace. and | have been using it day and night ever since.
Ori de cO©Ote ori mn r i diadVi e Whenever | go away from my desk, the screen says
i's shutting down. o oOWindows is shutting down. ¢
Se vede cn este un calcul atc It must be a computer which needs baby-sitting.
M-am snturat de el | have had enough of it.
Vreau napoi libertatea mea. | want my freedom back.
1l dau de aici. | am giving it away.
1l iei pe gratis? Will you take it for free?

211.

L-am “ntrebat cine este I|i c C | asked him who he was and how old he was, and he replied
jur de taiernicziecde [ana, apir uto he was in his middle thirties, and his latest novel had just
roman. come out.
Am vrut snAn [tiu despre ce tr | wanted to know what the novel dealt with.
Nu poate spune “"n cOteva vor He could not say that in a few words, he said, because he

minte numele personajelor.

hi mself could hardly r ememb:«
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Adnugn -mh epsrtnn dacn o sn p. He added he would tell me all about it if | spent a whole day
el. with him.
Am acceptat, ca sh nu se si. | agreed lest he should feel offended, but, the more he
at ©t mn i nteresa mai puTin. insisted, the less interested | was.
Era din ce “"n ce-mimavomkeead He was more and more anxious to talk to me about the plot
intriga pe ®are a nnscocit he had made up.
Z i s e -afolosit propria biografie,pentru ¢ i a cr e: He said he had used his own biography, as he had thought it
intereseze pe toTi cititoridi would appeal to all his readers.
Avea de -mi©Ondpsmn mai “nt Oi He was going to tell me the story of his life first, and, when |
dupn ce voi fi “~nTel es#nfekplce had understood every little detail, he would explain how he
¢ u m-a konstruit romanul. had built his novel.
L-am “ntrebat de ce a alréis paui | asked why he had chosen to be a novelist, and he replied he
“"ntotdeauna a simTit chA va f had always felt he would become famous for what he was

writing.

M-a “~ntr ebadamciitancitnand i intre cn He asked me if | had not read any of his books.
llam rAspuns c¢ch nu. | answered him | had not.
A “ntrebat dmideAceabcrivr ea sn He asked if | would like him to give me what he had written.
Nu eram del oc sigur cn ciescxdie | was not at all sure | would have enough patience to read the
cincisprezece volume pe care lea publicat. fifteen volumes he had published.
Ce cr eamispus?n i What do you think | told him?
Cn sunt anal fabet. That | was illiterate.
Ai zbucnit “n lacrimi, [i de He burst into tears, and has been crying ever since.
Dach cumva vA ‘-htohmnidhaTiu e If you should meet him, do not ask him who he is!
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212.
Lt urmdhe ressgeal cnhnruia "1 aj Do you know where the surgeon whom these scissors belong
to is?
Se vede -odiciatuncucand batoperat pe primar. He must have forgotten them here when he operated on the
mayor.
Dach ao bshi nevoi e dei eadupnaa If he needs them, he may remember where he left them, so
a |l#Hsamia cnhA nuneest-Ehemeldnuezud you need not try to call him up at midnight to tell him  where
nop Ti iispaiandesen they are.
Dacn al Jaduschiwmgad,éeab spune pri If I knew where the surgeon had gone, | would tell the mayor,
este [i nalul Tui. who is his godfather.
Chirurguli-a promi s primhridlacin or The surgeon promised the mayor he would make him snub
pentru cn prietena primarull nosed, because the mayor ds
vreme nasul lui este coroiat. long as his nose is crooked.
Cand satrezitprimar ul , a gnsit -agéaadt: When the mayor woke up, he found the scissors in his bed,
ch ar fi olideei eubandaj el e. and thought it would be a good idea if he cut his bandages.
Nici nu s-a uitat bine la nasul luiin oglinda s al onul u No sooner had he looked at his nose in the ward mirror than
nceput sn zbiere. he started screaming.
¢ci dispnruse nasul cu totul, His nose had vanished, only one nostril was left.
Poat e c¢n c hiprinuk agionl spreaDanlemaaca de The surgeon may have taken the first plane to Denmark, in
disperare. despair.
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213.
La cat sar ridica suma pe care artrebuiso pl nt el How much would the sum you would have to pay if you
sparge vaza aceea? broke that vase amount to?
Nu exncietmdoi aln cn, dacn ar There is no doubt that, if the art collector knew you might try
este posibilk sdii stmaegricicodre: to destroy his collection, he would have you arrested the
aresteze “"n clipa “n care s moment you rang the bell.
Ma i b Hai sohimba iplanul. You had better change your plan.
Nu este nevoie sn spargi vaz You need not break the vase which you know he needs so
ca colecTiapllautin.sn fie com that his collection may be complete.

N-ai putea s-0 nl ocuielti?

Could you not replace it?

Dacnh al fi " n -ol oactuul n ctinA uc, © nadi If I were you, | should steal it when he was not looking, and

pune una contrafnAncutn “n | oc put a forgery in its place.

PoTi, de pildn, sn pui un ol You can have a potter imitat
you?

Chiar i eu conpuwhifmcemaai mtb | myself would forge objects when | was in my late teens.

dounzeci de ani

Dar nu vreau Sh existe ne’  nf | do not want there to be any misunderstanding, though.

Nu mai fac astfel de lucruri.

| am not doing such things any more.

Al prefera sn nu fiu arestat | would rather not be arrested.
Era bime damfeam gur a. | wish | had kept my mouth shut.
Nu mA torni tiu apjea?mi ne, nu You would not turn me in, would you?
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214.
Sora de spital vaf i pl ecat din oral ~ The nurse will have left town by the time she must retire.
pensioneze.
cn acel moment, ea va fi | uc At that point, she will have been working for at least forty
years.
¢ mi Sspunea ier.i cn, atunci She was telling me yesterday that, when she turned sixty, she
locui in California. would be living in California.
Dacn ai sn vrei sh | tii cOn If you want to know when exactly she will leave, and where
ducn, periopsupnuisncn eiti repor she will be going, | suggest that you should tell her that you
are a reporter.
cntotdeauna a vrut sn scrie She has always wanted thepapers to write about her.
215.
I nformaTiile tale sunt extre Your information is extremely useful, and the mayor
l e va f ol osi de " ndatn ce Vv promised he would use it as soon as it was made public.
DachA nNnu spuneai fpr elsteiiut nni If you had not told the press, nobody would have known that
directorul ui de fcoaln sunt t he headnggage veas lieing ekamined by the police,
gnsit “n ele o mare cantitat because they had found a large quantity of drugs in it.
De “"ndatn ce [tirea va fi di As soon as the news is released, the headmaster igery likely
ca directorul de {coaln sn f to be fired.

Baniin-a u -l sjute.

Money is not going to help him.
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Ceea ce 1i trebuie acumsunt sfaturile bune ale unui avocat.

Good advice from a lawyer is what he needs now.

Cu sigur andliuic nd enadalici alseir ovme zé His furniture at home is sure to be searched, so he had better
cnhn mai bine ar pune pe ci ne\ have someone throw away the drugs he has hidden inside
a ascuns ‘'n saltea i “n bit his mattress and bookcase.
Pol i Tiaa “mwehlis “~ncn, dar <cl e The police have not imprisoned him yet, but the clergy have
poate fii membr u al bisericii already announced that he can no longer be a member of the

Catholic Church of Warsaw.
A fost “"ntotdeauna un om " n He has always been a wealthy man, and many people say
sigur au schelete ascunse in dulap. that the rich must have skeletons in their cupboards.
Al zi cmr-ad@é@vnr directorul a | should think the headmaster has one, indeed: he has been
anatomia de c©nd avea dounze teaching anatomy since he was twenty-two.

216.

A fost odatn ca nioaoddtin ti Once upon a time there was a giant who should never have
pnrhAseascn mu-atehecpé.care ¢ left the mountain on which he had been born.
Clnd i wveni vremea snh se 'r When the time came for him to get married, he was asked by
de fath vrea. his parents what kind of girl he wanted.
Le spuse cn se va “nbsufacdo He told them he would only get married if the girl baked him

mare prnjiturn din | ume, I the largest cake in the world, and if she baked that cake
spunh. without being told anything.

Dacn fata via saplutneipteal sche al t If the girl waited for him to tell her what he expected her to
fi al easn. do, she would not be chosen.
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PAarinTii lui 1 rnAasfATau n ¢ His parents had been spoiling him ever since he had turned
propus ca el snAn dea un anuni one, so they suggested that he sbuld place an ad in the

giants® newspaper.
Ni ci fAcu bine acest |l ucr Hardly had he done so when all kinds of teenagers, twenty -
adol escente, de fete de doutr year-olds and thirty -year-olds started coming.
Ci aduceau prnAanjituri urial e, They would bring him huge cakes, and wait for him to taste
them.
Sa “ngrnlat ala de rAu cnh p He put on so much weight that he would cause earthquakes
umbla. when he walked.
Le spuse pnraisifliderpaait m ni c He told his parents he would never be able to make up his
ch-assnturat de dul ciwuri mind, because he had had enough of sweets.
Recunoscu cNnN nucéaemai amamne He admitted he should not have asked for the hugest cake.
Sa “nsur at cu o fatn care f He married a girl who had accidentally used salt instead of
grel ead ngdds prima | ui prnhaji sugar, and who brought him his first salty cake.
Trebuie de asememegusn sint iTT You must also know that she made him go on a diet, and now
acum nu mai este urial he is not a giant any more.
E posibil c dfie miao cataun pitic, rdar mwtrmai Soon he may be as small as a midget, but much happier than
fericit decO©t nainte sn se before he got married.
217.

Or al ul spre care se ndrept e The town he was travelling to had not been lived in since the
at omiucni sese toTi  ocui tori.i atomic bomb had killed all its inhabitants.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

“n
4y r\N‘d\

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
%ﬁ'and\ﬁ
Inviias gramaen
173
Se “"ntreba dacn o sn vinnhn ci He was wondering whether his wife would join him if she
va trebui snidorégomepustescn ~ntr found out he would have to live in a deserted area.
¢cili “"ntrebase Ieful cond i s He had asked his bosswhen he would be allowed to come
sl ujbn, d alirr nascpeusntsee sreu poO©nn a back to his old job, but the latter had not answered his
lui. guestion so far.
I se dAduse o mitraliern, [ He had been given a machine gun,and had been promised a
urma sn | e foloseascn dach \ tank, which he was to use if he found pirates there.
Ci spusese |lefului ch se va He had told his boss he would come back as soon as his wife
nalte primul copil gave birth to their first child.
Nu vrea sn fie despnanrTit de He did not want to be separated from his family, he said.
Va ucide toate mai muTele cart He would kill all the monkeys which had taken over the
l ua el averea i meom sfiurp@n d atr o town, and he would take the huge fortune they had made by
intoatesei furile, a adnugat el stealing everything they had found in all the safes, he then
added, and he would come back a rich man.
Va da apoi de Itire tuturor He would then let everyone know that he did not want there
rnzboi at omi c. to be another atomic war.
Cu puTin noroc, spera CcHhA Va With a little bit of luck, he hoped he would get the Nobel
Peace Prize.
218.
Decanul viea sn I[tie unde v The dean wants to know where you will be living in

preda cat vei fi acolo.

Antwerp, and if you will be teaching while you are there.
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Dach o snh-iabdmepea d8 Itire c If he waits for me to let him know what you will be doing, he
timp de [ase luni aturmdi no@r will have been waiting for six months when | announce him
ch-onsn te mai “ntorci sn pr¢ that you have got married, and you will never be coming

back to teach in Moscow.

Dach nmau niii dat i ndisspun absolui nimici
pONnA ce nu vei rAmdn epiuspmnsarair:
cur©nd co©t detelti sn fii
universitnaTii din Moscova.

If you had not instructed me to keep him in the dark till you
had become pregnant, | could tell him sooner how much you
hate being a teaching asistant at the English Department of
Moscow University.

Poate sa r of erifTicmnarasien sal ar

He might even offer to give you a raise.

Teai goO©ndi snh te -Tintdukliedeac:

Would you consider returning if he were to do uble your
salary?

If he should call you backfi which he is very likely to do, as
he needs youi , | am sure you will tell him that he need not
bother, you do not need a job.

Dacrmrs nt ©mp |l a s A deea ce dste foarte
probabil sn facn, pem,t raurcth
i vei spune c¢ch nu este nev
de sl ujbn.

Va fi aflat oare p©nn atunci
di amante, a fost nnobil at,
Detecti vul | ocuia “n Pol on4a:
dat seama cn va trebui sn pl

Will he have found out by then that your husband has
inherited a diamond mine, has been knighted, and you have
become Lady Natasha?

The detective had been living in Poland for about two years
when he realized he would soon have to leave.
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| se plntise peatrezaeclval, pi He had been paid for the case he had solved, so there was nc
nicunmoti v shn nu plece. reason why he should not leave.
¢cn ziua c¢c©nd ur ma sn nchir. On the day he was going to rent a car and drive to
ElveTia, se auzi o bntaie | ¢ Switzerland, there was a knock on his door.
ACine e? “"ntrebn el mor ocnnc OWho is 1it?06 he asked grumpi
AEu sunt, se auzi ranspunsul olt is me, 6 the answer came
intrnAn un bal aur. locked, a dragon came in.
Dupn ce intrn ~ n sal ondusepanat Having entered the detectiyv
l a nas catemphe s@ sufle foc put his palm over his nose, lest he should happen to blow fire

through his nostrils.
Detecti vul fu convins cnhl blad The detective felt positive the dragon must have escaped
i cautn dr umul napoi, da from his fairy tale, and was looking for his way back, but the
dinadins la detectiv. dragon turned out to have come to the detective on purpose.
Voi al ajstéidetectivul s-o gnseascn pe p He wanted the detective to help him find the princess of his
l ui, care se zvdémBramoxcn ar fi dreams, who was rumoured to have eloped with Prince
Charming.

Detecti vul nu a Vvrut sn fie The detective would not be involved, so he has been rotting
turnul bal anzivadéazii p ©O©nh i n the dragonds tower to thi
Dacn wir esalsvieztie arsimpar i sde If you want to rescue him, be sure to wear something to
de foc. protect you from fire.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




M a

erau d

trebui e cn

oun
a

mi | e
f ost

ubD
OOP‘ M,

A

Ly

2 L
D

@,-/ e
CanaV

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

Volumul 3.

“n
4y r\N‘d\

220.

pO©nn | a
fierarul ,

Ora de Englezi.

176

| t was two more miles to the
blacksmith must have been very tired if he felt he must

autostopul. hitchhike.

Se opri o fur gdnadaturcnl io sbeu caaf A van stopped and offered to give him a lift.

Loferul nNu mai VvNAzuse nicioc The driver swore he had never seen so many holes in the
road.

¢l “"ntrebn pe fierar dacn | He asked the blacksmith if, in that area, he would be spotted

conducn pe trotuar care pnr if he drove on the pavement, which seemed to be slightly

better.

Din nefericirese-nt ©mp |l A s n

cal ce wun

Unfortunately, he happened to run over a tomcat.

Nu era orice cotoi, 1i zise fierarul ingrozit: era favoritul
gangsterului din partea locului.

It was not just any tomcat, the terrified blacksmith told him:
it was the | ocal gangsteros

Dach cumva afla gangsterul, If the gangster should find out, they were both as good as
dead.

Cu c©t auzea mai mul te desp The more he heard about the gangster, the less the driver of

voia | oferull fcuuwngooansectre.i s A the van wanted to meet him.

Sa ascuns sub un pod-nzidaieaa.c o He hid under a bridge, and has been living there to this day.

Oride cateorisent ©mpl n sn

fl

u i

er n.

trec pod

Whenever | happen to cross the bridge, | honk and he
whistles.

Precisso f i gOndigmdgsh es uht [

un

oar ece

de

car e

gia nfgiset efrri

He must be thinking that | am the gangster, and he must be
pretending to be a mouse which the gangster should be
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afraid of.
221.
Nu se pofatratsAbdr f al-ulde laRmzal | The burglar cannot have stolen the Rembrandt from the
pentru cn ar fi avut nevoi e museum, because he would have needed a truck to carry it
acolo, iar el nu [tie shA cor away, and he cannot drive.
Ma i bine ar “nvATa sn conduc He had better learn how to drive before he tries to steal
anything.
N-a i vied $m nmtrebiat oc@®pdi e Do you not wish you had not asked him when he would
care i i-ai ITmprumutat? return the money you lent him?
Dacn cumva vine cu o p©nzn f Suppose he came with a stolen canvas to your house!
Mhncar daaih hmptieeteni cu tol If only you did not make friends with all the strangers who
fiieicumal i na. ask you for a ride.
Am sn cer sA nu Ti se mai p € | shall demand that you should no longer be allowed to drive
to the beach.
Aveai habar cine este acesbh or f al |, [ unde Did you have any idea who this burglar was, and where he
[ ti ai de c©O©nd esteil dmer caut wanted to go, did you know how long he had been
muzeu? unemployed when you drove him to the museum?
Dactre rulgaaisthnepTi Ii venea cu Had he asked you to wait for him at the gate, and had he
n-a i fi acum “n pulcAarie? come with a Rembrandt on his back, would you not be in jail
now?
Dach -Ai maihi "~ nt©l neltinceatcwer If you meet him again, when he tries to stop you, run him
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opreascéhh, calchn over.
Poate ch -Ppolddaauw premi u, i The police may give you a prize, and the museum is sure to
O sn te angajeze director. hire you as manager.
Dacnh al fi -‘ah khbobteptanocu ne If | were you, | would not look forward to getting back the
Thapoi suta de dolari pe care i-ai imprumutat -o. hundred dollars you len t him.
sn fii fericit dacnhn nu descc Be happy if he does not find out you own a Magritte.

Giuvaergiul -se” maf t elimt dteesdei The goldsmith expects you to ask him why he has not
verighetele. finished your wedding rings yet.

Nu se pobatei sdapus Idegta o nvd. He cannot already have told
zile, ca sn se ducnh | a o oa vacation to go to an oasis in the Sahara, where his parents
lui. live.

Sunt convins ch vorbelte de

l i ber i sSsnNn se nt oar c n-ardirfncuat®
acolo intr-un conac.

| am sure he talks about his parents as if they were free to
return any time they wanted, as if he had not locked them up
in a mansion there.

Bi ne chn-a nunvtidt at ntsaavhar nl el
promi Findw vacanTn de vi s!

Suppose he had asked you to join him on the trip, promising
you a dream vacation!

Te-a i fi dus, dacnhn #fAud dreamnd w Would you have gone if | had not been in town to let you in
secret? on his little secret?

Ceirar mai fi pl Acut sn te ~ n¢ Would he not have liked to lock you up, to o!

Cu c©O©t mai mu bifei , cu at ©t me The more, the merrier.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e anate
Inviias gramaen
179
Dacn al fi “sallécurugat, nnai If I were you, | would never have asked him to do anything
pentru mine. for me.
Precis are o mewddtin siuib acdhei He must also have a wife and children locked up somewhere
Nord, i “i viziteazn [i pe at the North Pole, and he visits them, too.

Mai bine te-ai duce la alt giuvaergiu ori ai contramanda
nunta.

You had better go to another goldsmith or call off your
wedding.

Profesorul de englezn citel The English teacher is reading a review in the Times Literary

Supplement. Supplement.

O citelte de c©nd asd ncdpat He has been reading it since the class started, and he does no

toTi el evii au adormit i sf seem to be aware that all his pupils have fallen asleep, and
are snoring.

Dach cumva intrn directorul Suppose the headmaster came into the classroom now!

Ceirkar mai pl ace -bconcealiezb pe profesori Would he not like to have a reason to fire the teacher!

Dari-ar f i cu neputinTh, pentr Buthecoul d not possibly do t he

i-ar “ngndui union would not allow him to.

Profesorul de englezn este The English teacher has been its leader for years now.

POnn ce se va pen scinmzacade any eeea By the time he retires, he will have been teaching for fifty

ce ‘“nseamnn c¢ch nu va renunT years, which means he will not give up his job till he is in his

aproape optzeci de ani.

late seventies.

POn Au nati poate c¢ch va “nceta

By that time he may have stopped reading the Times Literary
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Supplement. Supplement.
224,
Nu "nTelegea [oferul de autc The bus driver could not understand where the long -legged
picioare lungi, apichrghii afolfo man whose voice was so shrill that it made everyone laugh,
toTi sn rodn. was going.
Hotnr” shA opreascn autobuzul He decided to stop the bus, so that those who had reached
destinaTie sn coboare. their destination might get off.
Omul cu picioare |l ungi nu Vv The long-legged man would not leave the bus.
Loferul de autobuz "I “ntret The bus driver asked him where he wanted to go.
Omu | "ncepu sn explice c¢n The man started explaining that he liked travelling by bus,
indiferent unde -I duce 1, l a auzul wherever it took him, and, at the sound of his shrill voice, the
i zbucni “n r©s i de atunci driver burst out laughing, and has been laughing ever since.
225.
Furnican-a f ost g ener o aascérut greienete ce The ant was not generous when the cricket asked her for food

mancare n toiul iernii.

in the dead of winter.

Fabul a nu s punleefurerea pe graiar,ilanrigat The fable does not say that, before she refused the cricket, she
sn cO©nte | a nunta i ,sni rOnd had asked him to sing at her wedding, and he had replied he
unei furnici ni ci dacn o sn woul d not sing at an antds \
Dacn ar fi fost greierele m Had the cricket been nicer, the ant might have helped him
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when he was in need, and he would not have starved to
death.

ananghi e, | i nu murea de f oame
Pe de altnA paarniner,i tfautr nliic af nAsr
i a frAncut doun stweh@nuwle Twp
ajute un greier la nevoie.

Comandant ul -ifie lustraite dizmealeide cinci ori pe
Zi.

226.

On the other hand, the ant got married even without the
cricketds help, and had two
will ever help a cricket in need.

The commander ordered that his boots should be polished
five times a day.

Sol daTii fAnceau cu rondul , The soldiers took turns, lest the commander should fly into a
comandantul. rage.

iIncaz c¢ch ar avea nevoie de ¢ In case he needed his boots polished at night, too, one of the
dintre soldaTi era mereu tre soldiers was always awake, so that the others might sleep.
Cond sa& e npi un, comandant ul At the crack of dawn, the commander would inspect his

l upn. boots with a magnifying glass.

¢l anunTase soldaTi.i cn, e He had announced his soldiers that, if he found a speck of
fl AmOnzi t oTi zile " ntregi dust, they would all go hungry for days.

Inro di mineaTn, fiul | ui Vit One morning, his stepson happened to mistake the
cizmel e comandantul ui cu al € commander &6s boots for his o
[ "napoi swamp and back.

Ni ci nu i nit riAi bdseer vvm coman Hardly had he entered the room when the commander
Cu noroi. noticed his muddy boots.
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Dacn intenTidomaTi f1C shad v e If you plan on going there and saving those poor soldiers
soldaTi de la “"nfometare, al from starvation, think again.
Dupn ce au postit o lunn, t After fasting for a month, everyone escaped, and they have
mancandzmeur A [ i alune de atunc all been living in the forest, eating raspberry and hazelnuts
ever since.
Nu e uloarn viaTa “n armatn. Life in the army is no picnic.
227.
Dacn alcel tviredesn mergi acol If 1 knew why you wanted to go there, | would borrow
bancnhn, al cumpnAra +w@n Binlt etvAc money from the bank, buy a plane ticket, and join you.
Pe de altn gmar tsep,nnkawvarte imi s A On the other hand, if you told me you did not want me to
pentru chA nu poTi suporfab s come along because you could not stand being on the same
grozav. plane with me, | would be very upset.
Al vsreal tii i nceapul tAu. | wish | knew what was in your mind.
Cenal da sA nu mai fii ala d | wish you would be less secretive.
Sn vin cu tine, sau nu? Shall | come with you or not?
228.
Burl acul ar ‘obvinga adsbhjzdaodb The bachelor would be studying physics at this very
te altepTi ca el sn deoasépan moment, if he imagined you expected him to take the exam

on Wednesday week.
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Dacn al fi i-ah Ispoawmle tTthu,est If | were you, | should tell him he was in danger of being
exmatriculat, pentru cn nu \ expelled, because he never attended lectures.
Dac#ars ntOmpla sn i se mabTi If he should be offered a second chance, do you think he

note mai bune?

would get better grades?

Dac+#ii spune «ofierii ts b u raxensideratr
ch est e-arpurtd durh toebuje? s

If you told to him that he had been granted a scholarship
because he had been thought to be hardworking, would he
behave himself?

Ma i bine se “nsura atunci C ( He had better have got married when he was in his early
ani, [i creitea cinci copii twenties and have brought up five children by now.
A “"mbAatroenit [i, deli are He has grown old, and, although in his middle fifties, he has
studiazn pentru masterat de been studying for his MA for t wo years now.
Mai binei-ar spune cineva c¢cn plan Someone had better tell him that his plan is doomed to fail.
N-ar preferaasfoate economidi Would he not rather take all his savings and fly to New
Zeelandn, mn “"ntreb? Zealand, | wonder?
Acol o ar putea sn gnseasch He might find the love of his life there at last.

229.
Urma ca grndinarul sn  fi p | The gardener was to have planted five rose bushes in my
grndina melgaaneii cu putinTn mother-in-l awds gar den, but he ci
di mineaTn, p ear fi dusi 1l vedeam atuacccand ¢ morning, as, if he had, | would have seen him when he left.
pl eachnh.
Se vede c¢cn a dor mit pOnn t ( He must have slept late, as usual, and he may be having
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mAN©ncn acum de pr O©nz. lunch now.
Poateta gnt it nevasta | ui, pert His wife may have cooked him lunch, as | can see her car in

casei. front of their house.
Dach se duc e aoihpefagcea thare) cuih A zis If she had gone to the kindergarten to pick up her eldest
ch o sn facnhn, lua malina. daughter, as she saidshe would, she would have taken her

car.

Dar gr ndi nadus la casausoasrei mele, ceea c

s s

nseamnn cn am nor ocC.

But the gardener has not gone to my mother-in-l a wd s
which means | am in luck.

POenA ce se va duce | via de:
trandafir, voi fi dezgropat
le.am ascuns acol o dupn ce am

Vagabondul dormea cu capul pe prag.

By the time he goes and digs holes for the rose bushes, | shall
have dug up the two hundred thousand pounds | hid there
after | had robbed the bank across the road.

The tramp was sleeping with his head on the doorstep.

Dormea acolo de c©teva ore
petrece mai puTine oprrei nmdornma
bani de | a trecnintori

He had been sleeping there for a few hours when he dreamt
that the fewer hours he spent sleeping, the more money he
would receive from the passers-by.

Sa trezit la patru, |i de at

He woke up at four, and has been waiting for you since then.

SA spun cn vii cu o gnleathn

Shall | tell him that you are coming with a bucket full of
golden coins?
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231.
DI Mor cov, zarzavagiul, nnd Mr Carrot, the greengrocer, hoped he would never have to
munceasch, dachiAn va molteni i work again if he inherited
cOnd aceasta se va prnpndi passed away.
Ni ci nNu se gOndia cmi cviaodadt ra He never thought he would be poorer than ever when this
va intampla acest lucru. happened.
Se bnnuia cn proprietnreasa His landlady was suspected to be the wealthiest woman in
cartier. the district.
Se spunea c¢cnh ea a jefuit ur She was said to have robbed a train whose passengers had al
aristocrati been aristocrats.
CoTiva dintre ei avusesern A few of them had had large sums of money on them, and
puTini (doar vwrswels eg au bd ¢ iul ec very few (one or two, only) had had jewels.
Se vede c¢cn a cheltuit tot pt¢ She must have spent it all on drugs, because in her will there
e i era doar o lungnhn | istn de was only a huge list of creditors.
DIMorcovi-a moltenit toate dat ol Mr Carrot has inherited all her debts, and has paid a
zile o mie doun sute cincize thousand two hundred and fifty pounds a month for years
now.
Se vede cn este cel -mafosthry He must be the poorest inheritor ever.
232.

DI ZgO©rienori, arhitectul, Mr Skyscraper, the architect, wants to know when the

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

iy r\N‘d\

%,
’/C'and\*e’

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

L4

clAdirea pe warmeaud preiceadt at
pentru munca |l ui, dacnhn acest

Volumul 3.

Ora de Englezi.

186

building he designed last year will be erected, and when he
will be paid for his work, if this ever happens.

O tot "ntreabn pe sora mai
construiesc cr ©f mae geea treboiatat

He keeps asking the mayords
built in every street, and why it has taken the mayor so long

timp primarul ui sn nceaphn-o to begin the building he designed.

el.

Primaru | , pe de altn parte, -llase The mayor, on the other hand, wonders why the architect
arhitectul in pace. will not leave him alone.

Sn fi ot isuit pconatnmi schpa de a Had he known he would not be able to get rid of the architect

ce acestavaproiectc | ndi r ea, -l@mgaanar ul for a whole year after the latter had designed the building,
the mayor would never have hired him.

El creddepohea proiecta singl He thinks he could have designed his own city hall.

N-al vrea sn fiu acolo atunci | would not want to be there when the architect ties the

de un c-bpameni nTA kcinciouisarc mayor to a tree and menaces him he will flog him day and

p©nn ce i se va plnti night, till he is paid.

Dacln vedeTi pe arhitect, fug If you see the architect, run away!

Mi op cum e,
are ochelarii pe nas.

poate confunda i

Short sighted as heis, he may mistake anyone for the mayor,
unless he is wearing his glasses.

Dar se spwnfeosth fiuraTi ochel But his glasses are said to
primarul ui, ala cn nu se It clerk, so there is no knowing whom the architect will be
restul vieTo0oisnpins e updcaftt ima s flogging for the rest of his life, as he is never going to be paid.
Pri mar ul este un escroc, dar The mayor is a crook, but he is quite smart.

O fi arhitectul priceput la proiectare, dar este cam prost atunci

The architect may be fairly good at designing, but he is rather
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cand vine vorba de bani. stupid when it comes to money.
Trist, nu-i al a? Sad, isit not?
233.
Pe cine credeai c¢ch o0 s rmchemat Whom did you think you would meet here when | called you
| a t el eaménmebdtdecenai sosit nci up and asked you why you had not arrived yet?
Cand os n ncetezi sA-Tit ef mai ca When will you stop expecting me to introduce you to people
oameni care nu sar putea imprieteni cu tine? who could never make friends with you?
Cum ~Ti “nchipuiai c h @uodamnatr How did you imagine | could explain to them why you had
i deaicepeltirecut jumntate di been convicted and why you had spent half your life in goal?
Unde sper aii tcmi mimt sple cei caa Where did you hope | would send those who refused to have
faceawy un fost pulcnAarial? anything to do with an ex -convict?
Al prefera sA nu mai foptel | would rather you stopped whispering to all my friends that
ruda ta. | am your relative.
N-ai vrea sn ai nilte priete] Do you not wish you had some friends of your own?
Mai bine nu i-ai fura pe ai mei, oricum. You had better not steal mine, anyway.
De ce sn te ajut sn t ecohdamnatr Why should I help you come back now, after you have been
pentru ch ai avut o | egnhAturn sentenced for having had an affair with my wife, and then
so rApedincuiinf-o BermA polonezhn attempting to kid nap her and lock her up in a Polish farm?
Mhcar dacnhn reul eai If only you had succeeded.
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234,

De ce sn rhnspund | a telefon Why should | answer the phone and tell everyone you are
oral atunci cond eiti aici | out when you are right here and will not talk to them?
Candte;am "~ ntrebat dach ai s h When | asked you if you would tell your friends you had
crezut cn este o -aar mnntdeen Tji w thought it was a toy gun, and you had not meant to kill the
veveri Ta, ai r @m&cdaimn si, t iaP oau ¢ squirrel, you replied ol mi ¢
Dacn ar fi consider at ci ne\ Had anyone thought you were brave because you had tried
"ncerdat apér i | ogodnica de-l to defend your fiancée from a former lover by shooting at
pe acest a -ainaputeadmBucurien him, you would be beside yoursel f with joy.
Mai bine te-a i gOndi-l camordaicnpe ac You had better think that, if you had killed that blind young
care a fost viitoarea ta ne\y man whom your future wife was once so hopelessly in love
c©ndva, I ntrai l a " nchisoar with, you would have gone to jail, and it would be useless to
crezut cn pistolul era de j claim that you thought the gun was just a toy.
Problema ta este c¢ch air eadda Your problem is that you wish your friends thought you
destul de curajos ca sn omor were brave enough to kill a man.
Al viea de asemenea ca jude: You also wish the judge trusted you that, unless you had
cn, dacn nu -idaciendienari n uc,-1 i mieptai thought you would not harm him, you would never have
arma cntre orb. pointed that gun at the blind man.
Dacn, “"n cel ma i rnfnu caz, |« If the worst comes to the worst and your fiancée will not take
cuvOntaiacviutn i ntenTia sh uci z your word for it that you did not mean to kill her favourite
trebui sn rupi | ogodmarup/@ce squirrel, you will h ave to break the engagement, unless you

want her to break it first.
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Ma i al es at unlcii scp@nndh acrne vsen Especially when she tells you that the squirrel was actually
mama ei deghizatn. her mother in disguise.
Cnldura acelei veri fu -Etea’n It was the heat of that summer that made the monkey ask her
stnp©nul dacn o sh viziteze master if they would ever visit Alaska.
ANu mn | Asa snAn vAd hroafaurégines oDo not | et me see the thi
rispunse stnpO©nul ei, i poc crowndé, her master replied,
E cu putinTn sAn nu fi 1 tiut Can he not have known that the crown the queen would wear
zidez i este din aramn? daily was made of copper?
Era evident cn stnpO©nul nu It was obvious that the master was not looking forward to
Al aska, dar maimuTa | ui spus visiting Alaska, but his monkey said she needed to go away,
[ i neleip ubagsgéle. and started packing.
AAI putméatshi mi Ti o vedere ci OYou might send me awpodsthba

suggested.

Nu era nevoie shA pomeneasch

He need not have mentioned the snow, unless he wanted the

mai mu Fflai saiduch aminte de iar monkey to remember the previous winter, when he had
in Africa. taken her to Africa.
ANu T tiu sA scriwl Itirioiie ol candt write, and | would
raspunse mai muTa. monkey retorted.
Nu sunt obligatnAn sA “~nderTié€ 0l do not have to stand the

de viscol.

of blizzards. o6
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Nu este nevoie sn vii |i tu, 0You need not come, but | d«
De doun luni “ncoace, mai mufT For two months now, the monkey has been begging her
so ia “napoi |l a Lisabona, p € master to come and take her back to Lisbon, as she isot
singurn gaasnffarafiide eschin allowed to cross the border on her own, and she has had
ca snh se uite | a ea. enough of Eskimos who stand in line to have a look at her.
Trebuie cn este prima mai muT She must be the first monkey that has ever visited Alaska.

236.
Ni ci atunci , n i-adntrebatdoctortl @cientulu Neither then nor later did the physician ask his patient how
de c©nd stntea naupntéloita i e at long he had been standing in the rain when they had met.
Hot Ar ©sern c¢cn se vor duce a They had decided they would go to the haunted house
c©nd are sn fie lunn plinn. together when there was a full moon.
Doctorul a decis cnhn vor alt: The doctor decided they would wait outside till the curtains
se milte. perdel el started moving.
Apoi vor desc koicdpiiorull a | ovi nc Then they would kick the door open.
Numai dach nu va fi ni meni ~ Only if there was nobody in the room would they step over
the threshold.

Se spunea c¢cn stafia pe -odrdaiie The ghost they were afraid they might meet was said to have
bOnt ui e de dounzeci de ani ¢ haunted the deserted house for twenty years.
Se zvonea cn este o stafie p It was rumoured to be a friendly ghost.
Aducea scaune vizitatorilor, ba c hi ar | e dn It would bring chairs for the visitors, it would even give them

prninjituri

milk and cookies.
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Dach | i doetofreurleua | i paci ent If the physician and his patient were offered a book of magic,
aveau sn Itie chA ~i sunt sir they would know the ghost liked them.
Ni ci nu se goG©ndisern ce vori They had not even thought what they would do if the ghost
cu pahare 1 celti. threw glasses and cups at them.
Se poate nici sn nu afle ni They may never find out, as they have been waiting in front
alteaptn “n faTa casei boOnt of the haunted house ever since that day.
Se vede ceal fsritcaufti ao lver aj n. The ghost must have cast a spell on them.
237.
|l epurele de casn spera de z¢ The rabbit had been hoping for ten years to become a priest.
Chi ar a ghsit din “ntoOmpl ar He even happened to find a parish near the vegetable garden.
legume.
Se spunea ch este un iepure He was said to be a very greedy rabbit.
Ménca ore intregi. He would eat for hours.
Mereu manca. He was always eating.
Se spune chn, “n ziua c¢c©nd a On the day he was ordained, he is said to have eaten a
una verze. hundred and one cabbages.
Sa “"nt ©mp | ata uc nf fivceedtieeil ned ii g The cabbages happened to give him an indigestion.
Chi ar a doual zbqgt euzremapes nf i u The very next day, he was t-0
bancherului satului. month -old son.
Cum nu voia sn nmnepuelkga duwas dloa As he would not go to see a doctor, the rabbit went to church
cu durere de cap, greatTn, fe with a headache, nausea, a fever and dizzy spells.
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Copilul pe -lcab®et eizenaersa de o
hacea di mineaTn era agitat.

The baby he was to baptize was usually very quiet, but on
that morning he was being nervous.

lepurele lacom era de obicei destul de calm, dar ihn momentul
botezului avu un atac de par

The greedy rabbit was usually fairly ca Im, but at the moment
of the christening he had a panic attack.

Bancherul -I'ntentht esaischn’,n atr

The banker tried to calm him down by secretly showing him

morcov urial a huge carrot.

Cu gO©ndul cn se Vvan BRarcteu gta As the rabbit was thinking that he would go all the way to
cumpere cel ma i mar e mor cov Portugal in order to buy the largest carrot in Europe, he
scAnph copilul “n cristelniTr dropped the baby in the font, and he was driven out of the

village.
238.

DI Tunel , coOrti Ta, i -pr ows Mr Tunnel, the mole, had promised his fiancée that he would
drum p©nn | a ea acasn. dig his way to her house.

S np a zile mtregi atunci cand se-nt ©mpl n s n
izvor.

He had been digging for days when he happened to reach a
spring.

DI Tunel era o cOrtiTn mic
impingandu -l intr-un rau, apoiintr-un f |l uvi u,
timpasupravi e Tuit agnd@nduscOndu

Mr Tunnel was a tiny mole so the water washed him
downhill, pushing him into a river, then into a stream, and
during all this time he kept alive by clinging to a plank.

Se g©ndea c¢cn | ogodni ca | atita
viemeincatn-o -6 N mai recunoasc-i an

He thought his fiancée was waiting, that she had been
waiting for such a long time that she would no longer
recognize him when she saw him.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

i
" |§ -~ Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
%, <5
’/C'and\*e"b
!nn’\tagi inteligent
invatati gramalica
193
Nici nu apuch Hiime hdrpu’ireceruc Hardly had he tried to imagine what he must look like now
el acum, cn “1Ti i dAadu sear when he realized he was floating out at sea.
N-avea cinel ajuta. There was no one to help him.
Logodnicalui o sn se mArite cu a His fiancée would marry another mole.
Sar f i "neltabbsdnea aucaraca He would have drowned unless a young eight -armed

octopus had noticed him.

Caracati Ta esjtemidmnat Sudhel an e This octopus has been Mrs Tunnel for half a year now.

Cu cele opt braTe ale ei, fe With her eight arms, she does wonders with the housework.
239.

Viermeless;a nhAscut “snt Qrugmitaatceceeal u The maggot was born in the left side of the ripest apple in the

din livada fermierului.

farmer s orchard.

Locuia acolo de opt zile Ii He had been living there for eight and a half days.

Nu mai cnlaltemere.i se ~n He had never travelled to other apples.

Visa sh meargh “n strnAinnAntat He dreamt of going abroad, of seeing the world.

COnd ploua, auzea cum cad pi When it rained, he would hear the raindrops f all on his apple.
Se temea sh nu cadn mhArul ! He feared the apple might drop down before it was carefully

fermier. picked by the farmer.

FArcuse lcoaln (mai erau zec:t He had gone to school (there were ten more maggots in the
eraprofesormi gr ator ), ala cn el ¢ apple, one of whom was a migrant teacher), so he thought he
clarn cine este, unde este, had a fairly clear idea who he was, where he was, what his

expectations ought to be.
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Ar fi vrut -osAbusnen fzaic nf |"untturr e He wished he would some day become a butterfly so that all
toate florile de el. the flowers might fall in love with him
Ar fi dat orice sn se nsoart He wished he would marry a dragonfly.
Aveau sn aibn o familie numi They would have a large family together, and would fly to
delta Rinului. the Rhine delta.
¢cli voropehfreicaTa (care pute They would spend their lives (which could even be as long
l uni de varn) vizitond alte as two summer months) visiting other universes (meaning

other trees).
Nu mai d@rc wWieseazn cu ochi.i He did not know how long he had been daydreaming when
brusc o loviturn asurzitoar e he suddenly heard a deafening blow, and his apple was split
open.
Lumina era orbitoare, viermele nu vedea nimic. The light was blinding, the maggot could not see a thing.
Era cu neputinTn sn se fi al He could not have expected what was happening to him.
Dacn mAnnoOnci ge mul d i deveni para If you eat the jam in the pantry, the maggot will become part
din tine, iar visele lui vor fi visele tale. of you, and his dreams will be your dreams.
Dach vi®enioapntr cn elti fl uf If one night you dream you are a butterfly, | am telling you
cauzaviermelui. why: it is because of the maggot.
240.

Copiii care se jucau “n faTa The children who were playing in front of his house were far
ala cn vrAjitorul hotAr - cfAa too noisy, so the wizard decided that something should be
tachn. done to silence them.
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Cu cOt erau copi i ma i zgom The noisier the children, the more determined the wizard
hot nr ©t . was.
Cum studia chimia de cand implinise cincisprezece ani, Having studied chemistry since he had turne d fifteen, the
vrAajitorul "~ n vOrstn de dour two -hundred -and-fifty -year old wizard at last discovered a
cele din urmn o sSubst-atebuig. c substance which proved to be what he needed.
A copt o pizza urialn chiar He baked a huge pizza in his own kitchen (because he could
una mare nu putea comanda n not order such a big one anywhere else), and he may have
astropit-ocus ubst anTa aceast a. sprinkled it with this substance.
Dacn niciun copil nu ararfif If no child had taken any food from him, the children would
muTi acum. not all be mute now.

Copiii nu pot rosti niciun sunet de cand au mancat pizza
aceea.

The children have not been able to utter a sound since they
ate that pizza.

Se vede cnhn a gustgahtetdiamr emi 2 The wizardods nighti ngtaH e, wba
ale cnhnrei cOntece erau singt only joy, must have tasted his pizza, too.
Gat a cu copiidi zgomotol i, No more noisy children, no more Mozart from the
privighetoare. nightingale.
Ar trebui sh fie mul Tumit v The wizard ought to be pleased, but he is not: he could not
foarte amnr Ot . be more unhappy.

241.
Dirijorul a insistatcat obol ar ul sn se di The conductor insisted that the drummer should go to Sicily
comporte de parcn ar fi l oct and behave as if he had always lived there.
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Tobol arul ar-ififspus &ir mit j sru Inwi

The drummer wished he had not told the conductor that, if

“"ntrebat, ar spune cn ar pr e he were asked, he would say he would rather live in Italy.

tara Galilor este mult prea Wales was far too rainy, he thought.

Mai bine nu-i spunea dirijorului de reumatismul lui. He had better not have talked about his rheumatism to the
conductor.

Nu trebuia sn fi avut ncr ec He should not have trusted him.

Ar i trebai cAsdAiriprosraul w@t | He should have known the conductor could not care less

dacnhn el trnielte sau moare.

whether he lived or died.

Nu numa i ch -at odouosl a’rmul Sisci | i .

Not only did the drummer go to Sicily, but he also joined the

Mafia. Mafia.

A fhncut o groazn de bani Ii- He made a lot of money, and has been living in a luxurious
o vilhA luxoasn pe plajn. villa on the beach for several years now.

L ia construit deja s al a | ui de <concer He has already built his own concert hall, and has invited the

or c h e slwviziteze. s

whole orchestra to visit him.

De doi ani de zile incoace, au concerte de Vivaldi din cinci Tn

For the last two years they have had Vivaldi concerts in Sicily

cinci shAptAnmGni " n Sicilia. every five weeks.

Dirijorul t ot zice ch tobo The conductor keeps saying the drummer owes his present
bunnstare. wealth to him.

Dacn-ltnmiteapet obol ar “~n -ISiscfiAtiu Had he not sent the drummer to Sicily, and advised him to
poarte de parcn ar fi | ocui behave as if he had always lived there, the latter would still
urmn ar | ocui [ acum “n tar be living in Wales, dreaming of Naples.
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La c¢©t earrglicaisuma pe care ar trebuiso pl r How much do you think the sum | would have to pay if |
dacnh al scnpa oglinda? dropped the mirror would amount to?

Cine te altepTi snh observe Who do you expect will be the first to notice that | have
fermecatn, al cnr ei stnpo©On dropped a magic mirror, whose master uses it in order to
spaTiul cosmic? travel to the outer space?

cond am-odiogpaeft,eadmul tocmai When | dropped it accidentally, the man had just left the

l'i o uitase pe pervaz.

room, and had forgotten it on the windowsill.

Eu alteptam cahfeamen, sin mir e de
audienTn ambasadorul ui Li bar

| was waiting outside for him to call me in, | thought he was
seeing the ambassador of Lebanon.

Pentrmn csmiturasemamnfaftbpt -
am vnzut -saffixin@h dodn.

Having got tired of waiting, | stole into the room, and | saw
him staring at the mirror.

Puteamso sparg dupn ce a pl eoca
“n moGnn.

| could have broken it when he had left the room, and | took
it in my hands.

Am scbpatdoar ch, “"n |l oc sh ¢

| did drop it, but, instead of falling, it flew out of the window.

Nu trebui a-omwind. ncerc s

| should not have tried to catch it.

Se vede <cha otg®ri @tdaafmarn duphn

The mirror must have dragged me out behind it, and | have
been flying with it for an hour now.

ea de o orn ncoace.
De-ar f i SsnN mn o b swea tw,oare s 8 spui
stnpO©nul ui oglinzii sn rost

mnh aducohjos? nap

If you were to notice me up in the sky, would you tell the
master of the mirror to utter the right words and bring me
down to Earth?

Presupuneam eu c¢cn nu.

| thought you would not.
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Adi o, aladar. Farewell, then.

243.
Ul i T a desahides e This little door will not open.
De c¢c©nd a rnAasnrit soarel e Since the sun rose, | have been waiting for the hedgehog to
faptul ui ch se spune c¢cn a p come out, in spite of the fact that he is said to have left the
vestea. grove before the news came out.
E o0 v est eaabordat@riciului presniul Man Booker It is good news: hedgehog was awarded the Man Booker
pentru ultimul lui roman. Prize for his latest novel.
Umas 4 i fi trimis romanul ac He was to have sent his novel to a literary agent a year ago,
dar i s-a defectat calculatorul, unvirusi-a [ t er s t o but his computer broke down, a virus deleted all his files, and
i, “n cele din -ugsanéi, a f ost in the end he had to write it all over again.
Poatea cshicrli s exact | a fel, d He may have written it just the same, but he can also have
schimbat lucrurile pe care r changed the things he could no longer remember.
Cert este cnh romanul a deve Fact is, his novel has becone a bestseller overnight, and the
ariciul habar n-ar e, pentru cn bea d hedgehog has no idea about it, because he has been drinking
prin e-mail agentului literar. ever since he emailed his novel to his literary agent.
Mereu bea atunci cand este obosit. He will always drink when he is tired.
Trebui egBssesc. I must find him.
Nu este nevoidisnifdieea@adlean He need not be there to collect his prize, but he ought to know
ar trebui sh Itie de el about it at least.
Ltidi cumva unde se putea duc Do you happen to know where he can have gone?
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Mr Hare and Mr Turtle agreed they would steal the carrots

fura morcovii p e c aiveavinde lahaoggta r the peasant had decided hewould sell at the fair the next day.

doua zi.

Dacn cumva i prindea TnAran Suppose the peasant had caught them while they were

hambar ul [ ui |l a ei acasn? carrying the carrots from his barn to their homes!

Puteau fi TompulcaTi pe They could have been shot on the spot.

t Aranul poart A -amfeeritats-o a f mA p s k The peasant will always carry a gun, and he would not have
hesitated to use it.

Dach nu era <cioar a, care a But for the crow, who watched the house while the two were

morcovii, THhHr anul ar fi “mpul caf stealing the carrots, the peasant would have shot and then

[ broasca, dach iel ea din cooked both the hare and the turtle, if he had come out while

hambarul lui. they were stealing from his barn.

Precis dife8toasmntr emurln gdres Mr Turtle must be scared to death that the peasant will find

Thranul cu tot cu partea | ui him with his share of carrots.

Are de -b©Onhdtsédbe pe iepurel-e He is going to ask the hare if he would like to buy his share.

I cumpere partea.

Are de goOnd sn prdepgOmp-i csal 4/ He is going to suggest that Mr Hare should pay him in salad

“n frunze ddeecnhnsasleatdeci d s i | eaves, i f t hey decide to

fermierului de vineriintr -o s hApt A mOGnn. Friday week.

Dac-a i -i spai acest lucru fermierului, poat e o-Tis A d If you tell the farmer about this, he may give you a hundred -
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bancnotn de o sutn de lire. pound note.
Dac Bainispdidl lepure-de-c ©mp | i dT e sBtr If you do not, Mr Hare and Mr Turtle will give you half of
au -isinh dea jumntate din ceea what they steal.
245.
Se zvonea c¢cnh cizmarul este ¢ The shoemaker was rumoured to be a double agent.
Se Itia cn el chl Atorelte mt He was known to travel a lot.
Se spuneavemnbéasensmu mai p L He was said to be able to speak no less than fifteen languages
limbi.
At ©t japonezii c ©t -lfiangajatlipreni.i Both the Japanese and the Swiss wished they had hired him

first.

Nici olandezii nici spaniolii habar n -aveau pentru cine
spioneazh cizmar ul

Neither the Dutch nor the Spaniards had any idea whom the
shoemaker was spying for.

Dachn voiai SNA vor bel t ilintehicuml
este vremea.

If you wanted to talk to him, you had to ask him first what
the weather was like.

Se vede c¢cn asta par ol a

cunoli teau.

er a

It must have been his secret password, and very few people
knew it.

CoTiva polonezi dmipemcsemcat A few Poles once tried to kidnap him.

Chiar dacn erat @ti zdnaarmudi Vv nda Even if the shoemaker had been naive enough to allow

amatori, tot nu aflau nimic de la el. himself to be kidnapped by amateurs, they would not have
learned anything from him.

Nicopol i Tie din | ume nlu przibud: No police in the world had ever been able to catch him in the
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faptului. act.
Punea mesajele cifrate in tocurile Tnalte ale pantofilor pe care He would place the encoded messages in the high heels of
i ed nc the shoes he made.
FAcea pantofi doar pentru re He would only make shoes for queens.
Cond o sn fii reginn, poate When you are a queen, he may spy foryou, too.
246.
A fost odatnhn ca niciodatn wur Once upon a time there was a pilot.
Tocmai mplinise dounzeci | He had just turned twenty -five.
Fusese silit dre daramaitin. ui st He had been made by hisfather to join the army.
De abia absol vi facultatea No sooner had he graduated from college than he married a
nNnouhsprezece ani nineteen-year-old waitress.
Zbura “n fiecare zi “n althn He would fly to another capital of the world every day.
At eri zase | a Viena, Bruxel He had landed in Vienna, Brussels, Tokyo, Prague, Warsaw,

Moscova, Haga, Copenhaga, Roma, Atena, Lisabona.

Moscow, the Hague, Copenhagen, Rome, Athens, Liston.

Se Itia ch este un -awifait orre g He was known to be an excellent pilot, but he would not have
de puTin dacn ar fi “"ncetat regretted it in the least if he had never flown a plane again.
Cand se aflades upra noril or, de ot When he was above the clouds, he would usually try to
berzele. follow the storks.

Colegii luil-a u v schimbandu-i i destinaTi His fellows saw him change his destination out of the blue
multe ori. many times.

A fost auzit cum i anunT He was heard to announce his passengers that they would
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Cracovi a, cOnd ei se ailtept land in Krakow, when they actually expected him to take
VeneTi a. them to Venice.
Dacin pnsa de slujba lui, dac Had he cared about his job, had it mattered to him whether

promovat, ori cand anume va fi promovat, n -ar lucra acum ca
bucntar.

he would be promoted, or when he would be pro moted, he
would not be working as a cook now.

Ce vrea el de f-aptns uwmrcait des t What he has really wanted ever since he got married is to find
bar zn. a stork.
Se vede ch tatfinlsplumin & nuidtea His father must have forgotten to tell him that storks do not
aduc copii, iar nevasta | ui really bring babies, and his wife prefers him to look for storks
ramonn ea nsnrcinatn, pentr rather than become pregnant herself, because all she care:
viaTn este silueta. about is her figure.

247,
DI Ur ©ci os, contabilul, se ¢ Mr Grumpy, the accountant, was being unexpectedly nice.
li explica unei doamne in v©r st A CcA nu ¢ He was explaining to an elderly lady that she did not have to
pl At eascn | mpengonat., dacn s pay taxes if she had retired.
Doamna “"n v©OrstAhA nu nTel egc¢ The elderly lady could not understand why everyone in his
[ ni ci nu vorlr csm eslt.ea de Vv office hated him, and would not even talk to him.
Contabil ul T Sspusese doamn The accountant had told that lady that she need not stand in
coadn atunci cOnd are nevoi e a line whenever she needed his advice.
Doamna “"n vOrstn era cum nu The elderly lady could not have been more pleased.
Ca -Isnl aude pe cont abi |liapedoe ca In order to praise the accountant, she went to his boss straight
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nu cumva sSnh nu uite. away, lest she should forget.
Orice ar spune ceilal Ti, de Whatever the others might say, she declared, the accountant
amabil om din lume. was the nicest man alive.
Leful propuse ca ea sn alte The boss suggested that she should wait for an hour, and try
iar la contabil. going to the accountant again.
Ala Ii fnAncu. So she did.
De data aceasta, contabilul nicinuvrus-o | ase sn This time, the accountant would not even let her in.
Strigh |Ia ea ch este ur ©tn, He shouted at her that she was ugly, stupid and forgetful.
DachA nu era | efidula lrudduscalra If it had not been for his boss, who came and silenced him,
cn ar mai stri ga c o-+artpatéainimeni the accountant might still be yelling, and there would be
potoli. nothing anyone could do about it.
Dach eram “n |l ocul d o 4 spanedam If I had been that elderly lady, | think | would have told the
contabilul ui cn, atunci c @Ir accountant that, when he retired, | wished someone would
trateze cineva exact “n acel treat him just the same.

248.

Cand a plecat de pe stadion, dl Minge, antrenorul, | -a intrebat

On leaving the stadium, Mr Ball, the coach, asked the
goalkeeper of his team if he had ever had smallpox as a child.

p e portarul echipei I ui da
copilnrie.

Portarul a confundat vari ol
vOr sta de doispami ,sil if aicns ni
sau pojar, dacnhn nu se apropi

The goalkeeper mistook smallpox for chicken pox, and said
he had had it at the age of two, and had been told he would
never have mumps or measles if he stayed away from
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children who had them.
Se spunea ch f taul” mebrotl rna@irvad rtu | The coachds son was said to
antrenorulpr eci s chuta pe cineva the coach must have been looking for someone to stay with
him.
Din intamplare,er a port ar ul acol o a The goalkeeper happened to be around when the coach
aduse amanami cnhit de cinci o remembered that his wife had reminded him five times to
pe cineva imun | a boal n. find someone immune to the disease.
Duphn ce a “nTeles c¢cn portar Having understood that the goal keeper would not come
apropie de fiul [ ui cel bol anywhere near his sick son, the ®ach decided that someone
gnsit altcineva. else should be found.
c | chutn pe cerletorul lcol i He looked for the school beggar, who was known to do
dacn era plntit cum trebuie. anything he was asked, if he was properly paid.
Cerbdreal ceru o sumn urialn d The beggar asked for a huge amount of money.
Se spunea c¢cn odrasla antrenc The coachdéds child was said
preface “n broalitisnao ©i oase to turn the people he disliked into toads.
l ar curtea Icolil]i era plinn And the school yard had been full of toads for some time...
vreme...
249.

iNu este nevoie snA plnatiTi ¢ OYou need not pay for what
cmput eTi "ncerca toate rochi | you can try on all the dr es:
ASn | e aduc " napoi dupn ce oShall |l bring them back whi
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AAl a aazbl sn faceTi OYou had better. ¢
AATI putea trimite pe cineve o0You might send someone to i
ANu este nimeni “~n magazin 0There is nobody in the sho)
Va trebui snh | e aduceTi dvs. Youwil have to bring them back
ASe poataem sdresn ui baarn i °, n t dCancpr ol may not have enough mone
hotnrnsc sn cumpnr o rochie evening gown. 0
AAtunci nu trebuieosBGusmpinal 0Then you must not say you \
iNu se deschide uia de | a ce 0The door to the fitting r ot
ATi pwowoteassuiaTi? Could you unlock it?6
AUr ma sn fi adousr eppea rcei nael vaa t¢ 0l wdave haait fixed the day before yesterday.
Se vede ¢cn am uitat. Il must have forgotten. 6
AiDacnh al fi. vindean denculi hagarinuacesta. ol f I were you, | should ha\
AVreTli cumpnraTi? OWill you buy it?6
ASar putea, c¢c©nd o sh mh fac 0l might when | grow up. o6
AAtunci, dach se " ntOmpln s ol f we should meet in ten vy
vn “ntreb din nou. then. o
ALa revedere, doamnn. 0So |l ong, madam. 0
iPe cur©nd, domniloarn. dSee you, young |l ady. ¢
250.

Mai toTi [tiau cA leul este Almost everyone knew the lion to be a vegetarian.
Cbnd o cunoscu pe | eoaica d When he met the lioness whom he thought to be the love of
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tuturor
unde

pnhAru
jungl n,

ui , | e
di n

vieTii |
restaurant

his life, it seemed unbelievable to everyone that he took her
to the best restaurant in the jungle, where only venison was
served.

Ca nu cumva sn creadfarlee ®«ip¢ Lest the lioness should think him to be inexperienced, the
|l eul comandn o pulphn de zebr lion ordered a zebra calf and a deer filet.

| se pnrea firesc | eoaicei, To the lioness, who had just returned from abroad, it seemed
ca |l eul shA fi mOGncat carne t natural that the lion should have eaten meat all his life.
Chelnerul se comportn ca | i The waiter behaved as if the lion were his regular customer,
ca |i cum acesta ar fi venidi as if the latter had come to their restaurant daily for a long
vreme. time.

COnd sosi comanda, | eoai ca When the meal arrived, the lioness devoured her share as if
zece zile nu mancase. she had not eaten in ten days.

LeulfAhcu tot ce putu sn parn f The lion did his best to look hungry.

Cu cOt ncert{a Mmaighitanepsin The harder he tried to swallow his first mouthful of meat, the

carne, cu atat mai imposibil ii devenea acest lucru.

more imp ossible that gesture became.

Dacn i zbutea sn mn-n&uanee leoacail
adeviArul , cei doi ar far cuteiera
jungla, jelindu -se.

Pictorul avea nevoie de mult
seama-ac mam rnmas del oc.

251.

If he had succeeded in eating that meat, and had not told the
lioness the truth, they would be husband and wife now, and
he would not be roaming the jungle, moaning.

The painter needed a lot of brown for his painting, and he
realized there was not any left.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

iy r\N‘d\

%,
’/C'and\*e’

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

L4

Volumul 3.

Ora de Englezi.

207
Ar fi t-tebpunAsei zmel e i | He should have put on his boots and coat, and gone to buy
cumpere, dar nu voia. some, but he would not.
Pur i simplu nusavéataldfa s He simply did not feel like going out, and he was wondering

what he should do.

Phlea nervos prin odaie, vor He was pacing his room, tal
fac? Ce pot sh fac?b6 shall | do? What can | do?6é
Se uitn disperat de jur “mpr He looked around in despair.

Era pe mash o farfurie cu tc¢

There was a plate with stew on the table.

Pictn copacii cu sosul He painted the trees with its sauce.

Nu mai folosise mancare la tablouri. He had never used food for his paintings before.

Hot hr‘o cm mpunn-anifmemuai de He decided he would not tell anyone what he had done, for
luat in ras. fear he might be mocked at.

Av e a satgretdl uie

It would be his secret.

inziuacandssa deschis expozi Tia |
succes rAnsunntor, ceva despr

On the day his exhibition opened, the painter hoped it would
be a huge success, somethingall the papers would write
about.

Li chiar ala a fost. It was indeed.

Fosta | ui nevastn a venit ct His ex-wife brought her dog along.

Ni ci -anuddti s e ama-ideade manaaie.t at She did not even realize that she hadforgotten to feed it.
Dach era hrAanit -fla voupma, | eé€ If the dog had been fed in time, it would not have torn his
cel ma i mare tablou din “ncr leash, and would not have eaten the largest painting in the

room.

Visul artistului s -a Tmplinit: scriu ziarele despre el de

The artistodos dream has c¢come
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snpt Nnmon i de zil e, ca despr for weeks now, as the best advertisement for dog food.
pentru caini.
252.

Doi turilti americani car e Two American tourists who had never been to London
pe Podul Londrei. before were crossing London Bridge.
Coltigasern cinci sute de mi They had made five hundred thousand dollars on the stock
cAvorchel t ui pe toTi, iar atu market, and had decided that they would spend it all, and,
York vor c©i tiga al Tii when they got back to New York, they would make some

more.
Pe c¢c©nd traversau Tami sa, u As they were crossing the Thames, a child began singing
Londrei se dnr ©mn. 0 oLondon Bridge is falling dit
Din “nt©mplare podul era “~nfT The bridge happened to be packed with Japanese and
cu toTiil,udrin tloalif 4og n,s nd mrui Chinese, all tourists, and everyone ran away, wishing they
Anglia, pentru cn se snAtur ac had never come to England, as they had had enough of

earthquakes at home.
Cei doi americani [tiau ea@at The two Americans had known the song since childhood,
prin minteauwnsn difawcghn,n pot fi and it did not occur to them that, if they did not run, they

might be killed.
|l zbucnirn “~n r ©s, de parch They burst into laughter, as if the whole situation were
caraghi oasn. unbelievably funny.
leear fi putut explica turult They could have explained to the Asian tourists, who had
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cOntecwl sncnihinse nt ©mpl e n

never heard the song before, that nothing would happen to
them.

Trebuiau snhn toatht dasmem, pd i They should have reassured everyone, and they would not
singuri pe pod. have been left alone on the bridge.
DachA nu erau singurii rAmal. Had they not been the only ones around, the two thieves who
dupn ei nu “indjrenfzunjeaasud tsand e d came running behind them would not have dared rob them
of their half a million.
253.
Era ciudat c¢cn dul gohesgau®n dounrtr It was strange that the carpenter should have been driving
oreatuncicandi-am bnAtut eu |l a uln. nails into a plank for two hours when | knocked at his door.
MA dusesem tocmai pO©nnh | a at | had gone all the way to his workshop lest he should forget
CAh ur-ma s@par e Idiufpanoraccesal 1 he was to repair my wardrobe that afternoon.
M-a privit de par c o actmitate doartee He looked at me as if | were disturbing him from a very
i mportantn. im portant activity.
Mi-am scos portofeldl pldia esitc. | took out my wallet, so that he might understand | was going
to pay him.
Era cazul sn chem pe cineva It was high time | had that wardrobe repaired: my clothes
mel e erau “mprnhaitiate prin were all over the room.
Ni ci nu vnzu dul gherul bine No sooner had the carpenter seen the fifty-dollar bill in my
din mOna mea, -icin cleiar nn csecpuuz es hand than he started apologizing.
Spuse c¢cn fratel agibufiasmn turegs He said his stepbrother had asked him to make a chair.
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A adnhugat c¢cnhn nu -adu rdeearzainn jnau | He added that it would not take long, so would | mind
cateva clipe? waiting for a few more minutes?
MA mai duc undeva? Was | going anywhere else?
Poate pot snAn mA “ntorc puTir Maybe | could come back in a little while, when he had
finished?
Am trontit ula dwmgpm mane sper | slammed the door shut while he was still hoping he would
mana pe banii mei. lay hands on my money.
N-a pus. He has not.
L i ni ci [ i fomire pa rrueade @vn s Neither has my wardrobe been repaired to this day.
Cunol ti cumva un dul gher bu Do you happen to know a good carpenter, who can fix the
fifonierului? doors of my wardrobe?
Amantul nevesti-mi i ar vrea foarte t My wi f e &vsuldfeally lie to get out of there.
254,
Cofetarul 7~ mi puse 0 groazhn The confectioner asked me a lot of questions.
Imi place ciocolata lui? Did I like his chocolate?
O sncumpninr toate prnAjithaniidé Would | buy all his cakes when | got paid by my boss?
|l a [ eful meu?
Am oferit vreodatn din plnc Had | ever offered his apple pies to any of my guests?
musafirii mei?
llam spus c¢cn am de anmaideaceeanu | told him | had had diabetes for years, and that was why |
pun piciorul in magazinul lui. never set foot in his shop.
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Dach ar It ch saurnts-islnmms @res If he knew that | was in perfect health, he would force me to
dulciurilaéd pe@mdmnma | a fel ¢ eat all his sweets till | grew as fat as he is.
Nul-al fi mi ndar t’, nadearcaa nme r el | would not have lied to him, if he did not always tryto make
cheltui toTi bani i pe ciocol me spend all my money on chocolate.
Ar fi un om-abrogfait ,” ndvancinatl t a He would be a rich man if his father had taught him that it
proastn sA vorbelti incontir was a bad idea to talk incessantly.
Dach nevamltizr-arcod&twaoi e sn sy I f the confectionerodos wife ¢
atunci cOnd estae ahadnuil iead in a while, whe n he is at home, and if she did not spend all
i co©ltign el, poate chA ar a the money he earned, this confectioner might have more

customers.
Cond o sh dea faliment, o s When he goes bankrupt, the confectioner will start
dacrmrn fi fost ma i “"nTel ept wondering whether it would not have been wiser if he had
ur mel e ltuait,Alidi dacA nu se " n never agreed to follow in hi
mai bun prieten al lui. nevermar r i ed hi s b-eft friendds
Date fiind toateagfriedet il a \ Considering all the mistakes he has made in his life, why
sh mn mir c¢cn ciocolata este should | wonder chocolate is his only joy?
Cuc©t mANO©ncn mai mult, cu a The more he eats, the less he talks.
Dafi sA mAn©nce dulciuri, da: Feed him sweets if you want him to leave you alone.
255.

Criticul | irtoewmaaxrci et uh tacre The literary critic knew the novelist to have been working for

intregi la ultimul capitol al unui roman.

weeks on the last chapter of a novel.
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Voia foarte tar eideaaun exemplarndmi He very much wanted the novelist to give him a copy of his
r oman d-ubvp publicae novel when he had published it.
Se altepta ca vol umul sn f He expected the volume to be very expensive, as it was said
spunea c¢cn include treizeci [ to include thirty -three illustrations.
Romanci erul-l ifualsedgrn tsadintran The novelist was forced to choose all his ilustrations from a
volum cu picturi de Magritt: vol ume of Magritteds paintir
grozav redactorului. to be very fond of.
Criticul hothAr  chA o sn alte The critic decided he would wait for a year for the novelistt o
T expedieze romanul tipnrit mail him his printed novel.
Se dovedi p©nn |l a urmn cnh pu It turned out that he could have w aited years and years,
pentru cA romanci er ul -l detestegpé because the novelist expected the critic to hate Magritte, so
Magritte,-aakaiecmsnmiici odat n he never even sent him a copy of his book.
Criticul 0 dandu seama ~ nli The critic realized at last that he would have to buy the book
cumpere singur caotentedacn. himself if he wanted to read it.
Dupn ce citi romanul, critic When he had read the novel, the literary critic emailed the
e-mail: author:
a D a-mintrimiteai un exemp | ar al scrie olf you had sent me a copy,
Times Literary Suppl ement a the Times Literary Supplement now, but, since you chose to
ignori, c¢cred cn, “n |l oc sn ¢ il gnor e me, I think 1 shall
Se spune c¢cn romancierul a rrr The novelist is said to have replied:
dSomn ulor, vise plnacute, “r 0S|l eep tight, do not | et t he
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256.

A N-a i dreptul sn intri oYou cannot go in there.
Ma i bi ne ntrebai-mifurichaia. nt e ¢ You had better have asked b¢
i Am nevoie de penseta nevestei mele [ -& | 40 s@lb ol need my wshé leftttheem i theres sorl would
"nNAuntru,preelfeercan sall o i au ac rather take it now than | at«
ANu ai voie sn descui ul a ac oYou shall not wunlock that
¢Ti interzic. | forbid it.
Sunt mai “n voOtstebhuid ec ®%p ¢ ¢t |l am ol der than you, and on¢«
mai mari ca noi.
ADe ce sn ascult de un piani OWhy should | obey a ©bthéeh able
un preludiu de Bach de | ase to play a Bach prelude for the last six months?
VreiTisrami ntesc c©te concert Shall I remind you how many concerts you have postponed?
Puteai snh cO©fltigi 0O gr oaafac You could have madeal ot of money, but
iDacn tot cauTi l ucruril e nu ol f you keep Il ooking for y
se poate snhn ajungi |i tu wun hours, you may well become a loser yourself.
Precis ai lucratma i puTin de o ornAn az You must have worked less than an hour today.
Darn-am de unde sA [tiu, evide But, of course, | would not know.
MAn “ntreb c e -nEoace.i de trei or |l wonder what you have been
AMhcert cumeayashnmn tot tri with my wife, beca

OArguing
on errands. o
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257.
iSA duci o viaTn fericitn i oMay you | ead a happohillidreen
i SAli urez | eu ceva? oShall |l wish you something,
i Nu este nevoie, este ziua ta, nu a mea. o0You need not, this is your
Dar ai putea. You might, though.
Ar fi pl hcut . It would be nice. o6
fiDacn | tilaan geit véeder ea mea, oHad | known you would come
cooked more. 6
iDacrinfi foswtl ifnviat &t , me oOHad | not been invited, | v
Pot snAn [ed? Maylsit down?§6
ANu, mn tem cn nu ai drept ul o0No, Il am afraid you cannot
Al putea shn adumOp®n¢i tafarfr | could bring the cake, so that you may eat it outside.
Vrei? Shall | 20
ATrebuie sn fug. 0l must run.

- 7

AfostoexperienTn i
cu tine in prag, de ziua ta.

nteresantn,

It has been quite an experience, having been invited to talk to
you in the doorway on your birthday.

Ce face nevasta ta, apropo? How i s your wife, by the wa)
A Nu ma i poate de furie de ¢On o0Mad as hell sinceidhe 6becal
258.

Nu -alii “nchipuit cn banca de Did you not imagine that the bank you borrowed ten million
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milioane anul t r ecut-o v-&Einambiazi from last year would go bankrupt if you failed to return it
intr-un an? within a year?

De ce ta i promis funcTionarul ui Why did you promise the bank clerk, whose boss is sure to

sigurandanconceddi at Trmiaanii ar
dob©ndn, daacvie ahiabca@ndn o sh °
sh aducn un profit?

have fired him by now, that you would return the money
with interest, if you had no idea when your i nvestment
would start bringing a profit?

Mereu spui cn nu vrei sn de You are always saying you do not want there to be any

dar pari snhA faci tot ce poTi bankruptcy in your family, but you seem to be doi ng
everything you can to go bankrupt.

Fabrica de trabucuri, pe careoaanulnfitie The cigar factory you started last year, and which has not

na produs nici mnh-oapraementat

produced one single cigar so far, will be closed when the

atunci cOnd o shA ~ nTe l-ao pigrdut bank manager understands the money is lost.

banii.

COnd o sn te duci l a croito When you go to the tailor whose son, the bank clerk, made
banchn, a fncaOt gnghdampr smu the mistake of allowing you to borrow ten million, will you
milioanle, mair eshmi dacn se de ask him i f they can mak ssaam?
lui?

M-al simTi foarte vinovat, d | should feel very guilty if | were you, and, if a man were

concedi at un om din cauza m

fired because of my irresponsible lie, 1 would try to make

"ncerca sn repar ce am fncut amends.

Credeai ch este foarte puTi You thought the bank was highly unlikely to have you
aresteze dacn fugi cu banii arrested if you ran away with t he money, but here is a
vadn. policeman asking to see you.
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Dach pe tine te duc Il a pulchnh If they take you to jail, can | have the rest of the money you
careiFai ~ mpr umut adichéltiit?”  ncA nu borrowed but have not spent yet?

259.
Era cazul <ca dl Coamn, l eul , It was about time Mr Mane, the lion, went to see a doctor.
Isa recomandat un psihiatru - He was recommended a psychiatrist, and the one he chose
a ales trata lei de cand terminasefacultatea. happened to have been treating lions since he had graduated.
DI Coamn a fost wvnzut cn i nt MrManewasseent o enter the doctor
jumntate, [i iese la opt fnAr and come out at a quarter to eight.
Doctorul | -a ntrebat ce TAri a ma The doctor asked him what other countries besides the
cu cine a fost atunci c¢c©Ond ¢ Congo he had visited, and whom he had been with when he
had had his first panic attack.
Leul nu nT4¢| €gnetar edhdbnceoct The lion could not understand why the doctor wa s asking
l ucrurile acelea pe care abi him about all those things which he could hardly remember.
Ci aminti doctorul ui cn a Ve He reminded the doctor that he had come to see him because
SsA vOneze ca-ipdlvmOmuri t el if he no longer felt like hunting as he used to, and his family
were starving.

Psi hiatrul T rnspunse | eul 1t The psychiatrist answered to the lion that, after he had been
i se va da o reTetn. thoroughly examined, he would be given a prescription.
Psi hiatrul ma i spuse cnhn dl ( He also said that Mr Mane must be the only lion with a
l ume cu o chdere nervoash, [ nervous breakdown in the world, and that he must have had

it for some time.
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I se pnrea ciudat docuricde unlao It seemed strange to the doctor that the lion should have had

ntrega dSpusn ni mAnui ch Vvis nightmares for a whole year, and never told anyone that he
chprioare [ ars pe rug. dreamt he was being attacked by deer and burnt at the stake.
Dna Coamn a f-astspoaseadoater:i It was Mrs Mane who told the doctor that her husband wept
plange noaptea. at night.
Familia CoamB® ésamel i e unithn. The Manes are a united family.
DI Coamn va fi “ngrijit T, Mr Mane will be taken care of, and, when his family notice
ch nu se doarme “n patul | u his bed is not slept in because he is too scared to go to sleep
adoar mn, f i i ca -iteaceaiunaalmamea r e his elder daughter will give him soothing teas.
De “"ndatn ce se va ~nsAnntol As soon as he has reovered, the lion will bring them all a
snrbntori . zebra, and they will celebrate.

260.
|l epurel e de casn "n vOrsth The two-year-old rabbit had chickenpox.
El a fost “"ntrebat de doc-a He was asked by the emergency physician whom he had
petrecut sforiitul de snpt spent his weekend with, and if any of his friends had had
priet eni i I ui a avut recent v chickenpox lately.
RAspunse cA sdeurdear fi petat i@ bodla. ¢ He replied he himself wondered where he could have caught
the disease.

Se mutase intro casn “n care nu -& He had moved to a house which had never been lived in since
construit. it had been built.
StprOn u | i epurelui -ipradiucisee The rabbitds master had pro
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tovarnl de joacn atunci c ©n a playmate when he earned enough money to buy a puppy.
cumpere un chATelul.
Duphn ce stnp©nul aduse cn After his master had brought the puppy home, the rabbit fell

"mbol nAvi

Dacn nu fncea fagbrfri, dmdatse ar Unless he had run a fever, he might not have realized there
was something wrong with him.
Nicin-a u z i bine doctorul de cn’ Hardly had the doctor heard about the puppy when he had
spital. him brought to hospital.
Se dovedi ch are I|i chAaTelul The puppy turned out to have chickenpox, too.
1l manca tot corpul. He was itching all over.
|l epurele i cATelulul se obl The rabbit and the puppy nursed each other for three weeks,
shptnmoni, dupn care au pl e after which they went together on a world tour.
lumii.
Al vrea shA [tiu unde-asiotors. , ¢ | wish | knew where they were, as they have not come back
yet.
261.
Lupul gntea. The wolf was cooking.

Gntea dero@®@mdck e’sie

Scuf-i Tha ®Rid

He had been cooking since Red Riding Hood had promised

farn bunica ei she would pay him a visit without her grandmother.
Nu mai avusese at©tea emoTii He had never been so excited.
Habarn-avea c¢cn este cnAnut at He had no idea he was being looked for.
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PAarinTii Scufi Tei Rol i-iintAlneau | Red Riding Hood6&6s parents w
dachAnts@mpl n shA [tie unde stn whether they happened to know w here the wolf lived.
Al vrea snhn afl-a sPonsd phuimeTI I would I|Ii ke to find out wk
cn |l upul-amuatinkd ccasn-acéaoest ni were told the wolf has just moved to a ho use which has never
l ocui tn. been lived in.
Ar fi extrem de nepol iari caopsh It would be highly impolite on their part if they showed up
prag fnAanrn sn fi fost invital on his doorstep without having been invited.
Scu fRioffd e, care are puTin me Red Riding Hood, who is in her early thirties now, would be
supnra grozawvarpeafelia Ildaa cliu ps very angry with them if she

vin ei s-0 caute.

they came to look for her.

Corespondeazn -malddanipeszlle. pr i n

She has been exchanging emails with the wolf for years now.

Nus-au mai vnzut de c¢c©nd [ upu They have never met sincethe wolf was operated on, and her
bunica ei in stomacul lui. grandmother was found in his stomach.

Din prima cliphn c©nd pri mi sce Ever since she had received the first message from the wolf,
Rolie sperase chn el o snA fice Red Riding Hood had hoped he would be the one for her.
Ori, mai degrabn, s pea afshec watc Or, rather, she had hoped so till she visited the wolf, and he
lupului, iar acesta i-a dat SN mhAnoOnc ede fed her venison with mashed potatoes.

cartofi.

COnd a alergat -ol upnutlr edep nd ee When the wolf ran after her, asking why she was sudd enly
deodat n, ea a url at cntre leaving, she yelled at him that he should have known that
vegetardrad®Bit €stn pe cei ce she was a vegetarian, and hated those who killed animals for

mAnN©nce.

food.

Lupul ni ci nu se gO©ndeite s

The wolf will never give up eating meat, so they must have
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ch pr elcii smaniu-mait-urimi t e stopped emailing each other.
262.
Cimpanzeul fhncea p©O©ine or.i [ The chimpanzee would bake bread whenever the parrot
vizitn. visited him.
Papagal ul cerea ca pO©inea sfr The parrot demanded that the bread should be dry.
Cimpanzeul se “"ngrijea de pe¢ The chimpanzee took care of the many-coloured parrot as if

ar fi fost propriul lui fiu.

he had been his own son.

E ciudat c¢cn f nc e apgndiomaa, pebtu n It is strange that he should have been baking bread when the
cnh fusese anunTat cn va tretk tornado started, as he had been announced he would have to
take shelter.

Mnh c ar d aaciubi atitude inult pe papagal. If only he did not love the parrot so much.

Dacn cumva | ducea v©Ontuln Suppose the wind had taken the chimpanzee all the way to

Egipt? Egypt!

Dacn ci mpanzeul ar fi a ewusma If the chimp were in Egypt now, he would certainly call the

pe papagal pe mobil , @antampft parrot on his cell phone, to make sure nothing had happened

ni mic I este teafnr. to him, and he was safe and sound.

Tot ce pot smhzde esmpanter.i All I can say is, keep away from chimps who bake bread.
263.

Se " nsoar ilLudgl, coddiulci oar e Mr Long -Legs, the crane, isgetting married.
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Nu vrea sn mai fie altn cer He does not want there to be any other ceremony than his on
nunTii. the day of his wedding.
A solicitat sn fie “ncuiathn He demanded that the church should be locked up until he

and his bride arrived.

cncead cngHidseascn -loi nervtasmaii d He has been trying to find a wife and start a family since last
din primhvara care a trecut . spring.
Credeuca pultiutgrsieascn anul He thinks that he was unable to find the love of his life last
lui , pentru cnh, worialdeptet e year, because, whenever he wanted to wait for her on the roof
turnului televiziuni-ai dtept of the television tower, a
aici!ag candt come herel! o
inr-o za fhcut cur aj plei bar zmt r One day he plucked up courage and asked the stork whether
de ur ©ci o@asn spaanrke icend Vva fiRumd i she would be so nasty if she were told Mr Long-Legs would
pas#drd “'n sat . be appointed chief bird of the village.
E greu de crezut cn barza a The stork cannot have been very impressed, as she would go
bl estema mai departe pe cocc on cursing the crane every morning.
Cocorul T spuse odatn <chnh The crane once told her she need not be so aggressive, he di
agr es i-iwrébuie lui euibul ei: elvreadoar o nev a s not need her nest: he just wanted a wife.
Dacn ar fi priceput mai Cu-o: Had he realized sooner that the stork expected him to
cearn pe ea “n cnsntori e, -ars propose to her, he would have got married a year ago, and
ascunde acumdetmtn | umea <c¢cn barza would not be keeping it secret from everyone now that it was
"nsoar n. the stork that he was marrying.
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264.
Dra Venin, vipera, gntelte Miss Venom, the adder, is cooking for her fiancé tonight.
cond erau adolescenTi-og dag®c When they were in their teens, her fiancé asked her if she
mArite cu el at utrazecide@&nd vor would marry him when they turned thirty.

d idd azdorod
gl and eiluade «

Amaiintrebat-o [ i dachn
cardisfindepiArteze

He also asked her if she agreed to undergo an operation that
would remove the glands which produced the venom that
poisoned her victims, as he did not want to die, and she
might accidentally kill him when she kissed him.

Lest she should lose her fiancé, Miss Venom said she would
do anything he asked.

If she had had the operation, she would not be calling up her
doctor now, and she would not be asking him to lie for her.

victimele, pentru c¢cn el nu vrea -b
ucidn din grelealn, atunci ¢
Ca nu cdmvapisar dnin Foag ovdemii cnu |
sn fach tot ce o roagnh el

Dacini fogermaT i @ chema acdm doctorul la
tel efonar icierneu sin mintnAn pent
Dach ar fi zhAcut pespaautnde
cand asunat-o | ogodni cul el p-@ce mal
face,draVeninnus-ar t eme acum ch, atf
urmn, “~ i dn el i nelul cu die

iar el poate va rupe logodna.

If she had beenlying on a hospital bed as she said she was
when her fiancé called on her cell phone, and asked what she
was doing, Miss Venom would not now be afraid that, when
he at last gave her the diamond ring, the truth would come
out, and he might break the engagement.

7

ATi vAzut

Have you ever seen an adder married to a hedgehog?

7 ~

acum | ti T

vreodatn o viper
i e

X | S

Ei, cel puTin é

Well, at least now you know exactly why not.
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265.
Dna Impozit-pe-Veni t ur i, contabil a, Mrs Income-Tax, the accountant, would rather she had not
sphnl at pe dimdpritagaxact cOnd ¢ been brushing her teeth when the water stopped running.
Ar prefera sn nu fiul durmdt aj She would rather her boyfriend had not rung the bell that
aceea. very minute.
¢l dn seama c¢cn mai bine nu She realizes she had better not have opened the door with her
i cu pastn pe toatn faTa. tooth brush in her mouth and toothpaste all over her face.
Crede ch trebuia sn se ascu She thinks she should have hidden in the closet and
nu-i ni meni acasn. pretended there was nobody home.
Putea so sune dinaintepr i et enudi &ipunda Her boyfriend might have called her up to say he was coming
ea. over.
Putea I i A s taanluantToer uple stro Ti The plumber might have announced everyone in the street
nlocuiascnh emidzaaceed. " n duphn he would replace a pipe that afternoon.
Sn fi [-aisudn ®a ‘Ccrt ©mpé\enituridhicia Had she known what was going to happen, Mrs Income -Tax
nussar fi spnlat pe dinTi toa: would not have brushed her teeth at all that day.
Ar fi putut sn termine rapor She could have finished the report she had been working on
for two days.

Nu are de unde sA I[tie chn She would not know that the plumber is angry with her,
pentr-a ef-litpl dmpeziubpe venituri. because she has forced him to pay his income tax.
Se vede ¢cn “ncearcn sn se rAn He must have been trying to take revenge on her since
decandira trimis “nitiinTarea. January, when she sent him the notice.
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Dacn nu r-eult ea mshnj -paVesturilamiip

7

Had she not succeeded in doing so, Mrs Income Tax would

acum mnritatn |i fericithnh. now be happily married.
266.
Sevede -rcat UWri al, vrabi a, a \ Miss Giant, the sparrow, must have been dreaming of a
l umina | umOnnri.i candle-lit supper all her life.
Se vede c¢cn visa |l a ziua c¢cOnc She must have beerdreaming of the day when she would get
married ever since she had been inside the egg.
Mama ei a adus destul de mmal Her mother brought quite a number of suitors to the nest, but
Urial nu naunulr ut pe Miss Giant woul d not have any of them.
¢Ci spuse primubtiui pdreparenter et She told the first one that he should comb his feathers before
o Tntalnire. a date.
Ti spuse celui de-a | doilea ¢cn nu este She told the second one that he need not chatter all the time
ti mpul , ldocreine sA rAmMONA s unless he desired to be left alone in the nest.
Celuide-al treilea “i-ispgesedenyv She told the third one that he might have let her know he
poarte costum (i crmwahiie De would be wearing a suit and tie, so that she might wear a
black dress herself.
Ci expli-ah paltuwovulda cn mai t Sheexplained to the fourth one that he had better take flying
inainte s-o curteze. lessons before he courted her.
Li, “n sf @rll icti,ncciellevai idese -Is And, at last, the fifth w as told that it was high time he grew
| ase barbn, pentru cn aratn a beard, as he looked too childish for a married sparrow.
insurat.
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Mama d-r e i Uri al se “ntreba da Mi ss Gi ant 6s merind whethemtlessparmoa n
l a mAnhAstire atunci cOnd va would choose to go to a nunnery when it was time for her to
familiei. leave the family nest.
Dacn ai SsnNn vewibios evrr-oacha & sunr If you see a sparrow insideac hur c h, cal l h
iar ea va spune o0 rugnciune and she will say a prayer for you.

267.
Dl ui -BeoWili Ti, crocodilul, i Mr Sharp-Teeth, the crocodile, thought it strange that he
sh facn “nconjurul | umi. should be sent on aworld tour.
cmpnratul Ni |l ul ui a -As o b il &lili The Emperor of the Nile demanded that Mr Sharp -Teeth
|l hrgeascn orizontul, dach vr should broaden his horizon if he wanted to become his
counselor.
Crocodilul se simTea de parcn ar The crocodile felt as if he had been exiled.
Mncar dacn ar fii plnaleed emi maren If only he had been able to understand why nobody liked
preaj mn. him around.
Dacn cumvmainu mgseuia sh | oc Suppose he was forbidden to live in Egypt any longer!
Ar fi dat orice ca celelalte He wished the other animals would understand that he was
afectuoasn, bl ©ndn. an affectionate, gentle creature.
Pecandinotadea | ungul Nilului, se While swimming down the Nile, he was thinking that he
un sél opimeabcnethemé -aestalscil, would rather a messenger stopped him and called him back
home, where he belonged.

Nu voia sn se opreascn din He would not stop swimming, lest the eagles should fly to
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vul turii | a -icmgéaatde Iliti 5@ the Emperor, and let him know that the crocodile was
nesocotelte porunca. disobeying his order.
Nu era cu put i-AnsTchiuTdaridlsaDilr Mr Sharp-Teeth could not possibly know that his Emperor
nndnjduieite chn crocodil ul HAc hoped that the crocodile would grow old, wise and toothless
dinTi “nainte SA revinn acasc¢ before he came back home.
Candl-am " nt ©l nit “ntO©Ompl Ator, When | happened to meet him, the crocodile still had all his
“n gurthalde dounzeci de ani teeth, and had been swimming for twenty years up and

down various streams.

N-am avut plr i1 efuéb séd©nd o s | did not have the opportunity to ask him when he would
cmpnr gt plewmit-a u” rcdir spt at cnt o« become the Emperords <counse
l a fugn. way, and | tore away.
De fapt mai fug | i acum. Actually, | am still running.

268.
Sa raportat cnhn dana nTgahliiTei,t bpe Mrs Waist, the whale, was reported to have swallowed Tom

pe cand acesta pescuia in larg.

Thumb while he was fishing out at sea.

Fusese ameni nTat fiedreuiahietn-cacstie e He had been menaced by his wife that he would be locked
chibrituri, dach “ndrnhaznelte inside a matchbox if he dared return without five fish.
Nevasta lui “~ i spusese rcefbuic His wife had told him that, if he wanted to be fed, he must
poarte ca un bArbat. act like a man.

Cond Tom DegeTel se trezi “n When Tom Thumb found himself
mOlncase nimic de o0 sngtélaot&cesh (the whale had not had anything to eat for a week), he
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realized that this was what his wife had expected would
happen all along.

|l se “"ntinsese 0 cursn. He had been trapped.

Decise ch dnmedbavae. sn f a He decided that something should be done.

Ci dndu prin minte cnhoapepht It occurred to him he could tickle his way out.
Balena “ncepu snhn tuleascn 1 The whale started coughing and hiccuping.

Niciodatn nu mai fusese al a Never had she been so unhappy.

li scrise doctorului un e -mail in care-l

“"ntreba c¢c

She emailed her doctor asking what she should do.

Cenar fi dat balena ca docto The whale wished the doctor would take a motor boat and
vV i 13-G consulte. come to examine her.
A juraot schh nnghi th pe doctor, She swore she would never swallow the doctor, no matter
how hungry she might be.

DacwedeTi o balenn tulind Ti If you see a whale coughing and snickering, that is Mrs
burta chnreia Tom DegeTel [ Waist, in whose belly Tom Thumb and the doctor stamp their
picioare. feet all the time.
aAol eu, ce mai go©dil n! o 0God, it tickles!o

269.
Mierla “Ii fAcea temele. The blackbird was doing her homework.
Vru-lshAntrebe pe I iliac dach She wanted to ask the bat whether he would have practised
nu | e cerea profesorudowsm ar flying if the teacher had not asked them to fly for two hours
se vede c¢cn liliacul dor me a, at home, but the bat must have been sleeping, as he did no

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS

2021

niversitatea din Bucuresti



ubD
OOP‘ M,

i
- |§ ~  Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
%, &
’/C'and\*e"b
Inviias gramaen
228
answer the bell.
Nu putea snh fi ielit deja |Ic¢ The bat could not already have gone out flying, because he
[ nu “Adegeaaxnsfiemele “nain was lazy, and would not start doing his homework before

sunset.

Mi erl a era aproapearsighiumna c
dacnhn ar depinde

de el

The blackbird was quite positive the bat would never fly if he
could help it.

Ar dormi [i ar altepta sn fi He would sleep, and wait to be fed.

Darmi erl a era o elevn ambi Ti o But the blackbird was an ambitious, hardworking student,
l a orn-finrfA smcut t emel e, who would never show up in class without having done her
devreme. homework, so she left for school early.

Pentru ch obosise, se opri ‘ Having got tired, she stopped to rest on a branch of the tallest

/

ma i

nalt copac

din curtea |

tree in the schoolyard.

De acol o de

s uls , z nsrqe gxfegde Kcare
asn.

corecta lucr Ar i

“n cl

From up there she happened to notice her teacher grading
papers in their classroom.

Mi erl a nu vmcioa og

|l ucrarea ei

despre vi

erm

@Xioxatsd N,

i V¢

The blackbird did not want there to be any bad grade, but she
hoped that her paper on worms would be the best.

Zburn “n dreptul

-g @bseme drofesoruic |

She flew in front of the classroom window, so that the teacher
might notice her.

Dacn profesorul

ndrngost iarn
fAcehiduvi aTa

| doec ud |

ad

ar tar fi fdstonserla

unul

,a Cchu m

a l

“mpr
tui e

Had the teacher been older, or had the blackbird not been in
love with him, they would not be living together in the attic,
making each other utterly miserable now.
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270.
Licuriciul fu foarte amnr Ot The firefly was very unhappy when he was told that his glow
vedestrnlucirea | ui noaptea. could no longer be seen at night.
Nu se mai dormea " n patul I His bed had not been slept in since he had grownold enough
mare ca sn dea | uminn. to give light.
Dacn nu i se st-ardgreiacurs ioapted. u c If his glow had not gone out, he would not be sleeping at
night now.
De cand sa nhscut , de doun | uni Since he was born, for two months now, he has slept all
ti mpul z inbaptea;n t rieia g n [ umi ne through the day, and all night he has lit the way for all the

gandacilor care se intorc tarziu de la lucru.

beetles who come back from work late.

Intotacesttimp,ssa si mTi t ut il He has felt useful all along.

Culcat “n pat, se gOndelte ¢ Lying in bed, he thinks that the day after tomorrow he will
de nopTi ncheiate. have been glowing for sixty whole nights.

¢l i spunuet ecah ‘nmbnpt r ©ni at Ot He tells himself he cannot have grown old so soon.

Se simte -alre fpiarrcmMms csut 1 eri He feels as if he had been born yesterday.

Se vede c¢cn |l ibelula a awuwzifta The dragonfly must have heard about his misfortune, and
vizitn. has come to visit him.

Licuriciul a cerut-o de nevastn atunci The firefly proposed to her when they were both tiny insects,
doun insecte minasevouée, pen and she would not have him, because she wanted a career
ma i nt ©i sn ai bn o cariern. first.

Acum este balerinn vestitn. She is a famous ballet dancer now.

De-ar {fii spunn | icuriciului cn Were she to tell the firefly she has been in love with him all
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e a ndr n g o srtputdaintardpda cevd minursat. this time, too, something wonderful might happen.
cond o snhn vedeTi o luminiThn When you see a tiny flying light, you can be sure that will be
l i bel ul a [ i | itcrudriiacsicunl ,f ecrairce the dragonfly and the firefly, who will live happily together
|l a adoOnci bntr ©neTi ever after.
271.

Mai bine s-ar ascunde acum dra Ac, viespea. Miss Needle, the wasp, had better be hiding right now.
O vrabie flnAnmGndn cautn de | A hungry sparrow has been looking for food for the last

ncoace, foi zpimreaissnhno pe vies twenty -two minutes, and is sure to spot the black and yellow
gal ben, dacnh viespea o snh pl wasp if the wasp flies away.
Poat eradcdbsd nTepe peo vfraachhi es | Miss Needle may sting the sparrow, and cause her to swell
toat n, dar este foar-tefpcihb up, but the doctor is very likely to give the spar row a shot
injecTie cu cortizon, dachn with cortisone if she gets to hospital in time, while the wasp
vieme ce Vviespea va fi al un. will have slipped into her belly, and even have been digested
digeratn pO©nn atunci by then.
Dacn ar avea de al es, vrabi If she had a choice, the sparrow herself would rather not
viespe, dar este vremea ssn gr swallow a wasp, but it is high time she had lunch, and she
ch nu mai poate de f oame. must be starving.
D-ra Ac ar trebui sn facn aci! Miss Needle should be doing housework now, but she has
curajoaisnddd wnl ecTie vrabie chosen to be brave and teach the sparrow a lesson.
Cu toate ch este fatn bnAatr ©On Although she is a spinster, while the sparrow is happily
fericitn i un cui bkespleid nou married and has a nest full of eggs, the wasp is not envious.
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Nu vrea dec®©t sn facnh | umea She just wants to make the world a safer place, so she will
so ia pe vrabie peonepilspesa take the sparrow unawares and sting her until she swells like
umfl A cO©t un bal on. a balloon.
Vrabia “nTepatn o sn zboaormai The stung sparrow will float in the air until the wasp stings

nTepe o datn ( dostwiéspep deauh ac ds her one more time (if the wasp can lay hands on a spare
rezervn), [ toate insectel needle), and all the insects will see the sparrow burst into tiny
buchATele mici, i se vor sir pieces, and will feel free to fly at ease.
Poatedr a Ac sn fie at©t de "~ ng Can Miss Needle be sonarrow -minded as to think there is
existh doar o singurn vrabi e only one sparrow in the world?

272.

De ce crezi ch sphnl a | oiifacem Why do you think the hawk was doing the dishes while he
cunolitinThn cu directorul hot was waiting for us to introduce him to the hotel manager?
N-ar tredbuieasmi ntel ti cn mai Should you not remind him that he had better choose
l a bucntnrie ori |l a recepTi between working in the kitchen and the reception desk
slujbn?> before he is interviewed for a job?
Pe vremur.i mn "~ ntrebam de ¢ | used to wonder why the hawk would skip cla sses in high
l i ceu, [ “n cel e din ur m school, and finally dropped out in his early teens.
doisprezece-treisprezece ani.
Trebuma €d€Ba prin minte ch ° It should have occurred to me that he had missed flying
vOr furi de munte de c¢cOnd a above the mountain tops since he had been brought from
ElveTi a. Switzerland by his parents.
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L-ai cunoscut pe | oi m? Have you met the hawk?
Lti i <neaducd amiate? Do you know whom he reminds me of?
t dal putea spunAm, pdaoomi-do s & | could tell you, if you promise you will not tell anyone it was
nimn N u i cn eu awnmagdnditdatast&c el car me who thought of that.
¢ mi amintelte de spArgAtoru He reminds me of the bank robber who saw exactly how
elicopter exact cOTI bani st much money there was in the bank safe from a helicopter.
A fost [ oimul condamnat vr ec Has the hawk ever been convicted?
Nul-al 1 Asa snAn se apropie de s | wo uld not allow him anywhere near the hotel safe if | were
t Au. you.
Nu se ltie niciodathn. You never can tell.

273.

¢l dn oare seama dl Hal bn;a Does Mr Pint, the innkeeper, realize that the drunk driver
cerut scuze martrberen "in | oc whom he apologized to for having given him beer instead of
vador i sn fi cerut sifon atuw whiskey on the rocks will wish he had asked for soda when
mO©i ne di mineaTn? he wakes up with a hangover tomorrow morning?
Are oare habar de ce at Ot ( Does he have any idea why so many drivers who cross
Ungaria cu camioanele vin az Hungary in trucks are today coming to his inn, whose beds
nu se doarme de ani de zile? have not been slept in for years?
N-ai vrleaposThi "~ ntreba de ce ¢ Do you not wish you could ask him why his inn, which is

hanul lui, care este mereu gol?

always empty, is now full of drunk drivers?

Sar putea ca -0i1 HA$ punadlreba dea

Mr Pint might not answer if you asked him where all these
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unde au venit deodatn toate trucks had suddenly come from.

¢n mod shgsmamhi cé cred des

dupni icepl Atesc not a.

He is sure to have some idea what all his customers think
about him after they have paid their bill.

intr-un an de zile va fi fArn~N Il n a tyme herwidl sndoubtedly be the richest innkeeper
Turcia. in Turkey.
Dacn -aaru fsi | nhudat cu acest | Had he not boasted about it when he ran a fever, a month
acum o |l unn, nu afal asdcdeaantsorb ago, the physician would not have found out where he had
apnreau informaTiile acestes: hidden his money, and this information would never have
been posted on the internet.
t i fle grhAdina “ncuiatn, p e na Keep your garden locked up, for it is there that the innkeeper
Tngropat hangiul comoara. has buried his treasure.
Prea tarziu. Too late.
ToTi of erii aceia beTi a ¢ All those drunk drivers whose hobby is to surf the net have
internet au aflat, i sapn found out, and have been digging the garden for over an
hour.
274.

De ce anume a fost acuzat at

de acord cu tine?

What was he accused of when headmitted he had agreed
with you?

Avea habar ce Tinteai tu cu Did he have any idea what you were aiming at with your
machine gun in the train yesterday?
La cat se ridica amenda pe care ar fitrebuitso p |l nt e What did the fine you would have had to pay if the police
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te prindeapol i Ti a? had caught you amount to?
Cui a cerut scuze atunci cOr Whom did he apologize to when he was blamed for

supporting you?

Ce slujbnobfiicencat @emdi cau@md
prima oar n?

What job was he applying for when you two first became
acquainted with each other?

Poate ai grelit atunci c¢c©nd
dar este aceasta o0 cr i mgoare?ar

You may have been wrong when you killed that rat on the
train, but is this a crime that must be atoned for in prison?

Dach al fi -din flocalsdmmu, atiu-r
al “ntreba cui aparTine cass:

If I were you, | would becko n to him when | saw him, and |
would ask him whom his house belonged to.

Ltii cu ce se laudn?

Do you know what he is boasting of?

Pretinde c¢cnh a cumphrat chi
nvecineazn cu Bel gi a.

He claims he himself bought the house in the village which
borders on Belgium.

Should you not ask him in front of everyone whom he has
borrowed the money from?

N-ar trebuintsrrebi de faTn cu
imprumutat banii?

N-a i fi fost “nNnvinuimnirdteurdrs
vagabondul care a fost preschimbat de mecanicul de
|l ocomotivA “n [ obolan avewa
rnsp©ndeasch “n toatn | umea.
Ce acuzarfTimaii adu c e-ardicamentat ietia
hot Ahr ©rea directorul ui [ col i

You would not have been charged with murder if he had

confessed that the tramp who had been changed by te
engine driver into a rat had the plague, and meant to spread
it all over the world.

What would he now be charged with if he had not
commented on the headmaster.:
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De cine ar mai ascunde-agl fa Whom would he be concealing this accusation from if it had
public f-appulOnende frig atu been made public that he had complained of cold when he
de mese a lcolii, ca snA vint was waiting in the school dining room for the headmaster to
come?
Cine era persoana de care ai Who was the person you had concealed the truth from?
Asupra@ai clhwcru ai fost sfntui What were you advised to concentrate on when you tried to

ai ~ n c-kapeti detatacunile colegilor lui?

defend him from his coll eagt

La c©Ti ani de ~ n actndasmoatincele dini How many years of jail did you say he had finally been
ur mn? condemned to?

E adevnrat c¢cn regulile treb It is a fact that rules must be conformed to, but complaining
altepTi “n frig nu este o0 c of waiting in the cold is not a crime that anyone can be
fie condamnat. convicted of.

Chiar n-av e ai idee de ce te fel Did you re ally have no idea what | was congratulating you
di scursul tnu de | a-iballfuuda c on when | learnt that your speech at the school ball had

consisted in praising his courage?

Faptutltaicwolrebit adol escenTil

Your speaking to the teenagers for twelve hours and a half is

i jumntate este unmearcTi adreatc a feat that ought to be included in the book of records.
recordurilor.
276.
L-a i “ntrebat de cine i apr Did you ask him whom he had defended his wife from?
t taspusdecena f ost predat violat Did he tell you why the rapist had not been deferred to the

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS

2021

niversitatea din Bucuresti



ubD
OOP‘ M,

“n
4y r\N‘d\

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
%-/C'and\*e’
236
police?
Ce cr edeera fcin 'snt ©Ompl at, dach What did he thi nk would have happened if the rapist had

de bere timp de doi ani?

been deprived of beer for two years?

Cnror ' ucruri spulnieava udedi What did the judge say he would devote his time to before
" n ai nltoadarmn@ pe violator? he sentenced therapist?

¢cn cO©te pnarTi va fi “mpnr Ti-t How many shares will the ransom you promised if the rapist
o dacn va fi prins violatoru was caught be divided into if the whole v illage helps track
sA dai de ur mn? him down?

Din ce temniTn se zice ch a What jail is he said to have escaped from?

Cucesa hrnnit atwunci cOnd se What did he feed on while he was hiding from the police in

the woods?

La care dintre crimele violatoruluis-a f Acut al u

Which of the rapistds cri me

procesului, i ce pedeapsh s and what punishment was hoped for?
Dacn ar i nsista i aracwaisal atuc If the rapist insisted on going home with him after the trial
proces,lFai “ntrebat dadrfizegar ~ndr again, did you ask him if he would dare refuse him?

277.
L-am “"ntrebat ce anum@espuluns nd | asked him what he was interested in, and he replied he
i se facn cunoltinTn cu Prel wanted to be introduced to the President of France.
NU -i de mi-a@gdeelcn s No wonder he was laughed at.
Fuseseascul t at a taesprifinit geQiduhdincspatels He had been listened to carefully till he leant against the wall
lui, | i a af tor mait srunm ni mAnNuUi behind him and stated he would tell no one what he had been
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ani. living on for two years.
PoTi shA ghicelti cu cine a f Can you guess whom he was mistaken for?
A fost batjocorit pentsau care, He was mocked at because, after that speech, he wathought
are creier de maimuTn. to have the brain of a monkey.
278.

DacharTida prin minte cn a -gf If it occurred to you that he had left for New Zealand, would
de acord sn rAnmGnnhn "n strnir you object to his staying abroad?

D a c fai idtreba la telefon atunci cand s-ar intoarce, sar
nmul Telti

If you asked him on the phone when he returned, he might

putedi sBpunn sAn tell you to multiply six weeks by seven days, and you would
i vei obTine numiArul exact know the exact number of days he would be away.
Putea sh te “ntrebe dacn [ ti He could have asked you if you knew that he had been
nu a fost plAatitn. operated on, and his operation had not yet been paid for.
N-a i prefera snin nu | ti]i mot i Woul dndt you rather you dic
going away?

279.
Ce anume cHaezifitumpneldi cat | What do you think you would have prevented your
fadrmdn Ti neai “n casnh? stepbrother from if you had kept him indoors?
Nu putea fi apnrat de bl est e He could not be protected from the curse, because, when he
“n el cnh spune adevnr-al s@atu said he would never go out, he could never be relied on to
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cashn. tell the truth.
Faptul c¢cn merge singur prin His walking alone in the rain could result in an accident, and
un accident, [i atunci va tr then the dragon will have to be sent for.
Dragonul fusese acelacare-a bl est emat pe It had been the dragon who had cursed your stepbrother
atuncicandssa tras “n dragon chi at when the dragon was shot at in his own castle, and your
fratel ui -a naumivnittirtegdei el “~ns stepbrotherds violence remi.|

280.
dPe ce este mai Dbi nePrsinn Tcunle,l oOWhat is money best spent o
ch este spionat de al freanmtsm, was spied on by the seventh dwarf, who suffered from
[ nu izbutise sn ajungn | a rheumatism, and had not succeeded in reaching the house
PAdurea Adormitn sn i se dec where Sleeping Beauty was waiting to be given a present.
ChnlAntorise cu avionul din She had travelled by plane from her fairy -tale to the little
pndure, i tremura de frich house in the forest, and was trembling with fear that she
might be sent home.

Pentru cnhn | ipsise 1i el din Having been absent from the tale for centuries himself, the
“ngrijorat “n legnturn cu d¢ Prince was worried about this present for Sleeping Beauty,
Adormitn, care | altepe¢ atsree who had been waiting for him in vain, and had had to wake
din somn fnanrn ajutorul lui . up without his help.
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281.
Se vede chA Frumoasa da no bPinidn Sleeping Beauty must have got accustomed to being afraid of
fie fricn de ace. needles.
Poate cA era suphBir aetria plei praur Shemay have been angry with her parents, and also ashamed
in care locuiesc ei. of the tale they inhabited.
¢l didea seama, 'n acel ali She was also aware that she preferred being engaged to &
un prinT dec®©t sA duch o Viz¢ prince to leading a common life.
Cunoitea o groazn de basme, She was familiar with a lot of tales, but they were all very far
cel i dorea. from what she wished for.
Ajunsese | a concluzia cnhn de She had come to the conclusion that she was actually very
fond of sleeping.
282.
Cu cine se zice cnhn este | ogc Whom is she said to be engaged to?
Dacn ai cunoalte povestea Vv If you were familiar with the story of her life, would you be
de car e ar siacatimai departe?a s n able to enumerate the towns that she would rather stay away
from?
Ce anume siplace atanci cand ai intrebat-o d ¢ What did she say she was fond of when you asked her if she
conduce bine mal i na, i arri was good at driving, and she replied she was grateful to you
recunoschtoare ch vrei sn It for wishing to know more about her?
N-a fost gel oasnhn ipd tmnAmd uati wst Was she not jealous of you when you confessed to her that
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prieten a fost foarte amabil cu tine? her former boyfriend had been very kind to you?
N-a "~ ncercat Ssnh insinueze <cf¥ Did she not try to insinuate that he might have been polite to
pentru chn bhanip-aelsinaseat sAn you because he was short of money, and was also sick of
spera sA te mnhArli Tfiadiu mal tedn begging, so he hoped you would marry him and make him
your inheritor?
| armAn cA sunt al a-oder p dae detcand | am sorry for being so cautious about her, but, since | got
m-am logoditcuea,m-am obi i nuit sA mn engaged to her, | have got used to expecting unpleasant
nepl Acut e. surprises.
283.
POnhA ce va ajunge rAToi ul I By the time the drake reaches the hospital gate, the
dupn psihiatru. psychiatrist will have been sent for.
Nus-acoment at niciodatn poOnn ¢ The decision that the drake cannot leave his ward has never
are dreptul sniAn iasn din salc been commented on so far.
cncn de c¢c©nd a fost “nchis Ever since he was confined to his ward, the drake has been
plan sn evadeze. meditating on a plan to escape.
Se poartn de atunci d e p-aadasr He has behaved ever since as if he were perfectly sane, anc
acolo de ciudn. the duck had brought him there out of spite.
POnnh snhn fie anunTatn raTa, T By the time the duck is announced, the drake will have been
caught.
cond rAaTulitele o sA vinn sAh When the ducklings come crying for their daddy, the doctor
aminti doctorului de propriii lui copii. will be reminded of his own children.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

A

Ly

2 L
D

@,-/ e
CanaV

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

iy r\N‘d\

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

L4

241
Gemeni i [ ui “n vOrstn de do His twelve -year-old twins have been living in Cologne wit h
nevasta l|lui, de c¢c©nd a divor his wife since he divorced her.
Se vede pnhela de | uni de zil She must have been cheating on him for months when he
ch are un amant . found out she had a lover.
l-a s p us -i ded numai tsanchilizante in loc de méancare He told her he would feed her tranquilizers instead of food
p©nn ce o sSNA mArturiseasch. till she confessed.
NU -i pasn de copii ? Did she not care about the children?
Cum p o alase sirgyuri atatea ore pe zi? How could she leave them alone so many hours a day?
RaTa aceasta i amintea de r This duck reminded him of his wife.
Venea | al spithtegséd pe rnToi She would come to hospital to visit the drake in the company

of the gander.
Psi hiatrul -seeu aTisfdwturde AM&n n The psychiatrist was certain that they had held hands all the
way.
Se g©ndi c¢chA rAToiul era “~n r He thought that the drake must have been very unhappy.
Mahnirea aceasta fugse ceeaced s cos di n mi It had been this grief that had driven him crazy.
Doctorul i dndu seama ce The doctor realized how lucky he had been to divorce his
nevasta | ui | a vr eme, -uhsalomde wife in time, and not be confined to a psychiatric ward now.
psihiatrie.
284.

Trebuia shn se tromiep dupaad Mr Red-face, the turkey, should have been sent forwhen the
a observait Iginpseasacnounl e. hen noticed her eggs were missing.
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Ghnina Itia ¢

The hen knew he could not be relied on to tell the truth.

7

N nu se poate cc¢
a aflat i el d
nn datade este di

Se vede c
intrebat-o pe gni

He must have learnt about the incident when he asked the
hen why she was so desperate.

Trebudasplinn cn nu-l epthaunes
pentru cn fusese toatn snhpt

-.

He should have told her that she need not suspect him, as he
had been abroad all week.

Se pr ea po atlfejignit,dhabgr nuama sn

The hen may as well have hurt his feelings, for all | know.

Evidenttn-am de undei stir ddeé uprcien

Of course, | would not know wha t can cross the mind of a
hen.

Sar puted icaf aecan sghir i j i
maine.

pentr

She might be worrying about the eggs she will lay tomorrow.

N-are de unde-ngmipt ine criadidi$ e
VAzut cum spargeugnolelbtkico

[a)}

She would not know that Mr Red -face happens to have been
seen to break an egg and peck at the shell.

Dac+#li spune cufaama nvuilzwit cchu m
ceea ce ndi adev-dar atput ea sn fiu
avocatul lui de calomnie.

If 1 told the turkey that | had seen him steal the eggs, which
is not true, | might be accused of slander by his lawyer.

The judge is to reach a verdict in this case on Saturday week.

Urmeazn ca judecntorul sn d
sOmbnt-a SmptrNnmOnA.
Cum dl-r FlaiTéd nu putea sn [tie

este foarte puTin pr-arbfarhti |

n

As Mr Red-face cannot have known where the eggs were
laid, he is very unlikely to be guilty of stealing t hem.

Atunci c¢c©nd a fost vhzut, ct When he was seen, the turkey must have been eating a stale
pe care a vrut-lfémmhertruwml ca egg, which the farmer wanted him to swallow.

Poate sn moarinnt exicua ©Oina alei He may soon die of food poisoning.

Ma i bine ar trimite gnina du The hen had better send for a doctor if she still dreams of
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285.

being the bride of the turkey ne xt week.

The goat wondered whom the pear she had eaten belonged
to.

She had thought she would be offered as many pears as she
wanted, if she confessed to the gardener that it had been a
pear that she had eaten, not his favourite red rose, which was
also missing.

Had she known the gardener had had a dream about a goat
chewing all his flowers, she would run as far away from him
as possile.

When the gardener becomes the owner of the orchard, the
goat will never be allowed to eat fruit again, however hard
she may try to flatter him.

If the gardener were to know that the goat had found out all
about his secret habit of sending his forty-year-old fiancée a
red rose a day, he might forbid the goat to set foot in the
orchard again.

mireasa curcanului snptnAnmone
Capra se ntreba cui " i -apar
Crezuse c¢cn i se vor oferi c
grndinarul ui cn ceea parinm, |
trandafirul I ui roflu preferse
Ssn fi [tiut ea chA grndinar-
mAnn©ncn toate florile, ar fi
COnd va ajunge grndinarul s
voie capra sh mhnO©nce fruc-t
| ingul eascn.

Dear fi sn Itie grAdinarul ¢
deaitrimite un trandafir rolu
de patruzecide ani,sar put eia maii nungnd
punn piciorul “n livadn.
Habarn-ar avea capra de ce dis¢g
cum se deschli dur ndharcena-lnivee d e a |
o doamnniAn grasn i salie, cu

The goat would have no idea why the roses vanish from the
garden as soon as they open, if she had not followed him
yesterday, and seen him kiss a cr@seyed fat lady with a
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green wig.

Pe vremuri capra se credea ¢ The goat used to think herself to be ugly, but she knows now
sufern comparaTie cu |l ogodni t hat she can never compare
este pur i simplu fArnAn cust ugliness is simply perfect.
Lobol anul negru spuse <cl ar The black rat made it very clear that he would never leave

apartamentul cocoflatul ui

thehunchbackdos fl at .

Spera ch se vdi waaurataeamela, He hoped he would get married there, and start a family.
Lobol anul se g©ndea cnh, dact The rat thought that, if the hunchback wanted him to go
cocolatul va trebui shA aductr away, the hunchback would have to bring an architect.

i

Lobol anul i “nchipuia cn
i

7

[e}}

The rat imagined that the architect would describe what the

viitoarea casn, Ii, dach ol future house would look like, and, if the rat approved, a
zidars-o construiasen diohicnf i bricklayer would start building it out of red bricks and wood.
Lobolanul Itia precis ce Vr e The rat knew exactly what he wanted.

Avea de g©nd sn umpl e casa Hewasgoingt o f il |l the hunchback
lui , p©O©nh ce se voOr “nnegri and grandchildren, till the floor of the drawing room, dining
dormi torului, bnAaii [i buchAtfr room, bedroom, bathroom and kitchen were black, and the
chilca pe altceva dec©t [ obol hunchback could not step on anything else but rats.

cond cocolatul nuawva, mahobdl When the hunchback was at a loss what to do, the rat would
propune sn se mute “n aparte suggest that he should move to the next flat.
Habarn-avea cocol atul cn |l obol e The hunchback had no idea that the rat had dug a tunnel to
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apartamentiulawékcniengdelze | i o] the neighbouring flat, and would invade those rooms as well,
"ndatn ce vor fi locuite. as soon as they were inhabited.
POnn acum, -amoaobhatude sl ase So far, the hunchback has moved six times from one flat to
apartamentla altul, darnui-a dat “~ncn prin another, but it has not occurred to him yet that he should
s h schi mbe clndirea dachnh ' change the building if he wants to escape from the empire of
fobolanul ui . the rat.

287.
Dna PrimAvarn, r©onduni ca, a Mrs Spring, the swallow, demanded that her nest should be
declarat monument istoric. declared a historical monument.
¢l folosea an de an de c¢c©nd She had used it every year since she had first come from
in Polonia. Egypt to Poland.
Locuia vara “n el de c¢c©nd " r She had been living in it for the summer since she had
learned how to fly.

Dacnhn ar fi fost avertizaa ki If she had been warned that shewould be evicted if she did
reconstruiascnhn cui bul , -lr@movetei not rebuild her nest, she would have replied that she was to
de “~ndilait Avaegnsi o pereche n renovate it as soon as she found a new mate.
Nu voia sn mnhrturiseascn n She would not confess to anyone that her former husband
pATr fsiptentru cn nu curnTn, ni had left her because she never cleaned, cooked or washed.
ROndunica | e spunea tuturor The swallow w ould tell all her friends that she was to have
patr u oun “n fiecare var n, laid four eggs every spring if she had had a faithful mate.

credincioasn.
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Seintrebadecesa "~ ndrngostit de fo She wondered why she had fallen in love with her ex-
“nceput, Ii dach vor mai trr husband in the first place, and if they would ever live
together again.
¢l ami naeamncumaso cpu iemn vanrtnr She remembered marrying him one spring.
Cu toate cn nunigiacuesaersten s-aputetx Although she had never wanted there to be any quarrel in
sh se prefachn c¢ch nu auadecrat their nest, she could not pretend she did not hear when he
rendunicn |l eneln accused her of being a lazy swalbw.
Acum cnh cui bul e ur ma sn de Now that her nest was to become a historical site, she could
1" se mArite cu pr i mu-studiezeh e ¢ hardly wait to marry the first archaeologist who would come
to study it.
288.
Nevnstuica se “"ntreba dacn \ The weasel wondered whether she would be able to fall
reuli sn doarmhA cu totul, dt asleep, or if shewould ever manage to get any sleep at all,
|l e prescrisese medicul pndur after she had taken the sleeping pills which the forest doctor
had prescribed to her.
Cu toate c¢cn se culca zilni: Although she would go to bed at nightfall every day, the
“"nTelegea de ce nu reuleite weasel could not understand why she never managed to fall
cradaed ziun i nu se “ntorc | asleep until the day broke and the bats came home to rest.
c | " ntmedibadsgpre " nt ©mpl a dach She asked the doctor what would happen if she took more
un somnifer pe zi. than just one sleeping pill a day.
Medi cul rnspunse c¢chn, dacn ¢ The doctor replied that, if she had had a nervous breakdown,
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desigur ~i dhdea medi cament e he would certainly have given her stronger medicines.
El credea c¢cn motivul pentrt He thought that the reason why the weasel could not sleep
doarmh este cn este " ndrngos:s was that she was in love with a handsome bat, and wished
sn poatthoatbrurmoaptea cu el . she could fly with him all night.
Se vede c¢cn medicul a av ua mad The doctor must have been right, and the weasel refused to
viut sh steal drei wioo dalt rc.u talk to him again.
Medi cul scrise un rAval cum The doctor wrote her a letter saying she need not feel
de simTAmintele ei. ashamed of herfeelings.
Adnugn | cnhn spern sn fie ce He also added that he hoped to be best man when she
mnrita cu |Iiliacul. married the bat.
Declarn cn este sigur cnh o ¢ He declared he felt sure that she would make a wonderful
wife.
Ceea ce nu putea sh [tie m What the doctor could not know at the time was that the bat
l il i acul pswtgena ss&ngel e nev i could suck the weasel ds bl oc
phirAseascn pentar u ial tna,© ncpel ea which is exactly what happened.
289.
De c¢c©nd " ncearcn ariciul sn How long has the hedgehog been trying to pretend he is a
prickly ball?
L-a i d us v ¢ eoosdita tnfpsih&atiu? Have you ever had him examined by a psychiatrist?
De obicei doarme ziua-nt r ea g n, dar acum He will usually sleep all day, but he is being restless right
now.
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Se vede pnimas faosupra faptul He must have been caught red-handed while he was digging
groaph “n c¢cr®©ng, ca snh se ast¢ a hole in the grove, in order to hide in it.
Dacn wursul e-g pries, preei$ aricduba dat de If it was the bear who caught him, the hedgehog must be in
bucluc. trouble.
Ursul Tine de ani de zile di For years, the bear has made speeches about bravery anc
cowardice.
Din moment ce ar i ci u-br maid@ori gro Since the hedgehog behaves as if he did not wish to see ot
vadn ori sn stea de vorbn c talk to anyone again, the bear is sure to feel he must cheer
simTi ch-tr elveise |l rascn. him up.
Poat elinrebspeariciunde este cAsuT;: He may ask the hedgehog where his little house is.
ToTi se mirn de ce nu vrea . Everybody wonders why the hedgehog will not live in the
aridicat-o atunci c¢c©nd urma sn sce house that he built when he was to get married.
Dacn ar avea prieteni.i lui -« If his friends had any idea that his girlfriend had turned him
a refuzat “n wultima clipn, ¢ down at the last minute, they would all come and hide with
him.
Nu trebuie sn contrazicem un One must never contradict a hedgehog when he feels low.
290.
Se spune c¢cn dl Fir, pni anj- Mr Thread, the spider, is said to have been the first insect
insectn din Liban. ambassador in Lebanon.
De c¢c©nd a plecat din Turcia Since he left Turkey, he has been knitting cashmeresweaters
pentru cei ma i bogaTi oameni for the richest people in the diplomatic world .
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Dacn -amu fsi ltiut cn este at If he had not been known to be so hardworking, and if his
spune ch pul overele I ui su sweaters were not said to be the most precious items of
mbrAcAnminte din | umea dipl: clothing in the diplomatic world, he might have been
fost strivit de cizma vreunui general. crushed by some general s b«
ToTi ITtiu cnhniddnjFeam grsase luin Everybody knows Mr Thread to be a fat, bespectacled spider
maini indemanatice. with many skilful hands.
N-a | vriea mco nexindteéegere: FRf | should not want there to be any misunderstanding: | am not

Frumos, dar in mod cert nu se poate spune despreelé e
neinteresant.

saying he is Prince Charming, but he definitely cannot be
said to be uninteresting.

Mul te muitead i mdrbiigaestsit n-e
au petrecut inplaspllii ~ntregi

Many flies and bees have fallen hopelessly in love with him,
and have spent night after night in his web.

Unele chiar au pierit acolo.

Some have even died there.

Mr Thread is aware of his charm, and behaves as if he were
the sexiest spider alive.

If you see a spider web in your study, the spider is sure to be
somewhere about.

DI Fir este conlitient de farl
arficelmai sexy pnianjen din | u
Dach vezi “n biroul t ranjenu este
n mod sigur pe aproape.

Se vede ch tricoteazn unul (
pe tine, [i, dacn elti o fer

farmece.

He must be knitting one of his famous sweaters, watching
you and, if you are a young female, he must be hoping to
bewitch you.

>S5
o
a

Te va face foar tlereibogat

He will make you quite rich if you will have him.

cntrebar ealvre? de ce sn

The question is, why should you?
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Has it ever occurred to you that Mr Fatso, the bumblebee,
might wish he would have a slim waist and long legs?

Te-aigandtvr eodath ¢cn se crede p

Has it ever crossed your mind that he thinks he is too ugly
for anyone to be attracted to him?

DacharTispdrne camutn o nevasth

If he told you that he is looking for a wife who can cook and

[ nu ghisel te -pev mneéamead baiaatae does not find anyone who wants him as he is, would you help
him?

Cu cine crezi c NA csue ameEnman sbao Whom do you think the bumblebee looks likefi his mother

lui? or his father?

N-a i de wunde sn Ttii, d aiciun ud You would not know but, actually, he resembles neither.

dintre cei doi.

A fost copil din flori. He was a love child.

Se [Itie cnhn tatnl l ui rgnmaivii His father is known to have had an affair with a very young

t©nnArn, atunci cO©nd a " mplir ladybug when he turned fifty.

GArgnhri Ta nu a vrut ca el sir The ladybug did not want him to get a divorce.

L-a" ntrebat dacn vrea sn crea She asked him if he would bring up the child, as she wanted

sn se facn stea de cinema. to become a movie star.

DI Grnsan, t-atpé,daa 6Gtheadat Mr Fatso, the father, asked Mrs Fatso, his wife, if she would

o deranjeazn. mind.

Ltia cn ea ar fi vrut sn fi He knew that she wished they had had many children, but
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ar accepta un bastard | a ea he was not sure if she would accept a bastard in her house.
¢cii fAcuse griji degeaba. He need not have worried about that.
Nevasta | ui T tot -“<inteselea f His wife was always asking the little bumblebee if he was
cn,nevitabil, acesta se fncu hungry, so inevitably he grew up to be a happy fat

bumblebee.
At Ot de gr as, del i nu chiar As fat, though not as happy, as a bumblebee could be.
bondar.
292.

DnaGatl ung, girafa, “1i dndu Mrs Longneck, the giraffe, realized that she must see a
doctor. doctor.
O durea gatul de céateva zile. She had had a sorethroat for several days.
CoOnd ~ ncer cacorute éapmopusec 8 elli s When the doctor tried to examine her, she suggested that he
scarn i sA se uite “nAuntr. should get a ladder and look inside.
Dacnrirarn f i avut d o cltToirmel , Hagnfiu If the doctor had not been afraid of heights, the giraffe would
“nshAnAtolit “n c©teva zile. have recovered in a few days.
COnd se pl ©nse doctorul cn When the doctor complained that he had too much throat to
dna Gatl ung [ tiu chA este vraltun look at, Mrs Longneck knew that it was high time she asked
doctor. for a second opinion.

lispusediuiGat-l ung cnh o
"ndatnh ce se va

de

SN porneas

crn

pa

de

She told Mr Longneck that she would set out for the
neighbouring oasis as soon as the day broke.

N i

Ci

mhn-aar nbuebat

dach

vV a

vV €

She did not even ask him whether he would accompany her
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nevoie de sprijin, pentru ci in case she needed support, because he worked day anc
luieraneatinsdes hpt N m©ni " ntregi . night, and his bed had not been slept in for weeks.
DacGin spunea CcHhA se& 4dintgedptermsa Had she told him she expected him to look after her when
estebolnav i, er a siarurfii ccatelddm she was ill, she was sure he would have resigned from his job
ca sA stea cu ea, Ii toatn f to be with her, and the whole family would have starved to
death.
Se duse singdrnn slcoasei taanli ,gdi She went to hospital alone, and had her tonsils removed.
¢cn ti mpul acel ei ali o pie rsaclu ri During the same operation, she asked the surgeon to shorten
goO©t ul , al a chinr baattuunlc i eic ©nrde . her neck as well, so, when her husband warts to talk to her
vorbn cu ea, trebuie sn se now, she has to mount a ladder herself, and only now has she
e dat seama ce “ngrozitor realized how awful it is to be afraid of heights.
293.

Arface bined-r a |-waertdie, | Acusta, s Miss Greengrass, the grasshopper, had better behiding.
Precis ¢cn ea a fost cea <car It must have been she who ate the leaves of the lily in the
grndina deputatul ui, -i'plactgromae deputyds garden, as wefonadf lily
frunzele de crin. leaves.
Deputat ul mer ear é i d sepnaleasn The deputy is always telling her she cannot have dates in his

n grndina | ui, pentru cn ni garden, because it is not moral, and he does not want his
“n vOrsth de c-0imitei sprezece ¢ fifteen-year-old daughter to take after her.
Se poate ca | hncusta sn se fi The grasshopper may have h

arrogance.
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Ar trebusifi tontwd®lineascn prie She should be meeting her boyfriend somewhere else,
nuvreacadeputatuls-o striveasch cu cI though, unless she wants the deputy to crush her with his

heel.

Dac far irddmplas-o v adini csapruefhenul
deputatularpunes-o ar esteze pentru

f

If he should see her kiss her boyfriend, the deputy might
have her arrested for indecent behaviour.

De-ar fii explice prietenul ui

s

nt ©l nem’ adinn Aamcupgnde pe el mania?

If she were to explain to her boyfriend that they must never
meet in the garden again, would he not fly into a rage?

De obicei, cOnd au " nt ©I

sa fncut cunol treferdt rde mahcare sunt

frunzele de crin.

ni

r

€

They will usually eat out on dates, and their favourite meal
has been lily leaves since they were introduced to each other.

N-ar trebui sn dea deputatul Should the deputy not show more understanding for two
faTn de dounostitg?cust e ndr hg grasshoppers in love?
Presupun c¢ch nu, dacdAdiel emtien Not if they plan on starting a family that will devour his
familie-icdarnef ud escre gr Adi na. garden, | guess.

294,
tonTaruh wmrat BN se atinghn The mosquito would not touch me before he knew a number
serie de lucruri. of things.
Candmi-am fncut wultima oarn te: When had | last been tested for HIV?

Am avut vreodatn hepatitn?

Had | ever had hepatitis?

O sn " HAcerta iwre sleprnd?dacn

(0]

S

n

Would I try to crush him if I caught him?

imi plac insectele?

Did | like insects?
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Care este meseria mea?

What was my profession?

CoTi ani am?

How old was I?

—_—

¢cmi tot punea “ntrebnri, He kept asking me questions, and would not even wait for
an answer.

Voia sn [tie dacn am cnhnl Ato He wanted to know if | had ever travelled to Lebanon, who

parinTii mei-auc@mndcanume . s my parents were, when they had been born.

Cer uwi ssfipun de ce mAnO©nc numa He demanded that | should tell him why | only ate chicken,

comand vacn. and why | never ordered beef.

Al fuit wm [-aispesnenivinn sAn | wished | knew who had told him to come and bite me of all

mine. people.

Pur I simplu nu “nTelegea He just could not understand why | had been studying

vreme. biology for so long.

MA " ntrebn c©nd am absol vit He asked when | had graduated, and whether | had had good

facultate. grades in college.

MA goOndi i ch precis TonTar ul | thought that mosquito must have been sent by someone

nu poatesudsermp i acela tre who hated me, and it must have been my associate.

meu.

llam dat TonTarul ui a d r -ans asigupat | gave the mosquito my assoc

ch acest aorvia cnbaptedechd rveagn. that the latter would converse with him all night.

Or i cei doi stau de vorbn d Either the two of them have been talking for three whole days
nTepAatura TO©nTarului acel a and nights, or t hdar stronges haniat

somni fer, pentru ca p@d4dedasiu,u
iar acum compania este in mainile mele, ceea ce este mai mulf

sleeping pill, because my associate has not turned up for
work today, and now the company is all in my hands, which
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decata | f i s fmidorest. Is more than | could have wished for.
295.
COnd " mplini bufni Ta [ aizec When the owl turned sixty, the bunny brought her a huge
i mensn cutie cu bomboane de box of chocolates with whiskey inside.
Se spunea cn bufniTa [tie tc The owl was said to know everything about everyone.
Vedea | i furnica ce doar me ’“n She could see an ant sleeping in the anthill.
l epuralul “1i fAcdesmocadeal a The bunny thought he would give her the present and, when
o $n" " ntrebe ea dacnh poate s she asked if she could do anything for him in return, he
O $Nspunn ce Vvrea. would tell her what he wanted.
Oso roage p-oe bhumnr®Assn pe i He would beg the owl to watch his sweetheart.
Se vedea oare cualtcineva? Was she seeing anybody else?
De ce nu rhAspundea niciodatrtr Why did she never answer the phone in the evening?
Cu cine ielea ea pe cond dli Whom did she go out with while he was dreaming about
ntemeieze o familie? marrying her and starting a family?
De ce este patul ei neatins Why was her bed never slept in when the bunny peeped at it
furil pe gaura cheii ? through the keyhole?
Se Itia céa bufnidfneptofund The owl was known to be a very moral person.
N-ar fi “ncnlcat dreptul ni mi She would never have violat:¢«
DachA avea iepur al ulicemaajurale r If the bunny had had a better idea, he would not have asked
her to help him.

Ea chiar “ | ajutn “~n cel enzida She did help him after all, and he has been a bachelor to this
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de azi. day.

DI Pa@agrn, cioarian,ciserwitlra
are idee dacnh ol scih evmen nl ac icnie

Mr Blackfeather, the crow, has been watching TV for five
hours, and he does not really know if anyone will come to
call him to supper.

Se simte -drdipysair i cn’  no gsunmt
“"ncheiatn.

He feels as if he had not eaten for a whole week.

Chi ar crede cn ma i bine nu
ceartan.

He even thinks that he had better not have withdrawn to his
room after the argument.

COnd se vor mphca, vaarutde fapt

Sh eRidioxteeartn,-adautomt abTine

When they make up, he will tell his family he did not really
want there to be any argument, but he could not help it.

Dach -lantrebisdécea "~ nceput ceart a,

7

Sh r Nns purtleAba tarin casa lui face ce place.

If you ask him why he started it, he is sure to reply it is none
of your business: in his house, he can do as he pleases.

7

COt eodatn ar vraea sn smain uf iae

Sometimes he wishes he were still a bachelor and did not

de mar e, dar nu |l e spune <co have such a large family, but he never tells his children that
televizor dec®©t sn zboare cl he would rather watch TV than fly with them.

Se joacn cu ei ori de cOte ¢ He will play with them whenever they want him to.

lla “"nvATat sA zboare “~n cerc He taught them how to fly in circles when they were only a
snpt nmoOni few weeks old.

DI Pmaemsgrn ar prefera snh z Mr Blackfeather would rather be flying than w atching TV

televizor in acest moment, dar, atunci cand a intrat in odaie,

right now, but, when he entered his room, he swore he would
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a jurat sanmai i-Bsncedacs8cuuc: never leave it unless his wife apologized.
Nu mhn pot "~ mpiedica sn mn 1 | cannot help wondering if he will starve to death in front of

n faTa televi-npompel wmieyv abittae his TV set, waiting for his wife to apologize, or will come out,
scuze, oriii oosfin-paséaé¢ mee es p and try to calm Mrs Blackfeather down.
neagr n.
Dami de [Itire condl wvia aiedi . Let me know when he comes out, if you are still here.
Dacn mai iese vreodatn din ¢ If he ever comes out of his hollow.

297.

DI Tastaturn, specialistul ~ Mr Keyboard, the computer engineer, was taking an exam in
fizicn. physics.
AET ti nai v, T spuse profes: oOYou are being naive, 6 the
trece. you will pass.
Poate cnhn cunoltinTel e t adulator’ Your knowledge of computer games may be fairly good, but
sunt bunicele, dar cunolitin” your knowledge of physics is rather bad, to say the least of
SN Nu spun mai mu | t it. o
DI TastaturhA ur ma <édievazzieoar e Mr Keyboard was to fly to tI
Ar fi vrut sn fi s t-agpusarofesond He wished he had studied harder what the professor had told
ch se va altepta sn Itie el him he would expect him to know when he took the exam.
Mhcar dacn urma sfat ul -aprevenit! If only he had taken the advice of his supervisor, who had
cn se gddatpetgreacn vara | a L warned him that he might have to spend the summer in

Lisbon.
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It was about time, though, someone told the professor who
was examining the computer engineer that his exam would
no longer exist if he kept failing everyone.

Mr Keyboard had surfed the interne t for weeks before he had
decided it was the Congo that he wished to go to.

Era vremeas; tsoptuunini ,cisnfeva -p
examina pe specialistul “~n <
mai exista, datnhnpveecpeattaolt
DI Tastaturn navigase snptnn
decidhA ch Congo este |l ocul
Duph ce fu picat |l a fizich,

After he had been failed in physics, he had a nervous
breakdown.

Vi sealkng®di |l n cal cul roape deraenciv

He has dreamt of being tickled by living computers every

incoace night since then.

298.
| se predn irlandezn spani ol The Spaniard is being taught Irish, as he wants to move to
Irlanda. Ireland.
Se spune c¢ch spaniolul al tea The Spaniard is said to have been waiting for this to happen
doi ani. for two years.
POnn acum, a vizitat doar At So far, he has only visited Athens and Rome.
lssaof erit de cur®©nd o slujb He has recently been offered a job in Brussels, and he is still
gondeite daoccabcepte. cazul s thinking whether he should accept it.
Se "ntreabn dacn nu este pre He wonders whether life in Belgium is not too expensive.
Nu Itie dachn va cO©itiga de He does not know if he will make enough money to rent a
apartament [ Ssn cumpere o0 flat and buy a car.
Are sentimentumeansar ptemef He feels it is high time he left Spain, and he would rather go
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prefera sn se ducnh “n Ilrlanc to Ireland, if it were up to him.
Dacn cumva se nsoarn cu o [ Suppose hemarried an Irish cook!
Poate c¢cn spaniolul o snA mAnNCc The Spaniard may eat whatever the woman cooks, and he
ch o sn se ngr al-e 4l maider may put on so much weight that none of his relatives will
nicuna din rudele | ui atunci ¢ recognize him when he returns to Spain.
Mai binei-ar cere doctorul ui un r He had better ask his doctor for a diet, in case he starts eating
mANO©nce mali mult dec©t ar fi more than he should.
Dacn o buchAtnAnreasn irl andezi If an Irish cook asks you whether she should marry a
cCu un spani ol care o curtea: Spaniard who has been courting her ever since he came from
care nu vorbelte bine irlanc Spain, but who does not speak Irish well, so they cannot
sfAtuoi esint eal hepeevpOmorbi el really communicate, advise her to wait until he spe aks fluent

Irish.

Acestlucrunusevant ©mpl a ni ci odat nh,
spaniol de la Tinut regi m.

Dacn pol ofi@dimblni stainn, ar fi fost trimis n
strninntate anul trecut.

This will never happen, and you will have saved the
Spaniard from going on a diet.

The Pole would have been sent abroad last year, if he knew
any foreign languages.

Issa spus sAh nveTe maghiar a.

He was told to study Hungarian.

He was promised he would be given enough money to spend
a year in Hungary if he could speak the language.

Issa promis cn i se vmpet deaadre
Ungari a, dacn va putea vorbi
Se spun@aodmreritso slujbn | a

He was said to have been offered a job in Cologne, provided
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“n douh |l uni ger mana. he learnt German in two months.
Era alteptat “~n Suedi a, dar He was waited for in Sweden, but there, too, he was expected
suedeancnahu putu fi convins to know Swedish, so he could not be made to go.
Era adesea vnhnzut cum cumpnr He was often seen to buy handbooks of Finnish, and he was
chiar a fost auzit ch riospel even heard to utter several words of Dutch while he was
altepta un autobuz. waiting for a bus.
Dach nu i se frncea cunol tin If the Pole had not been introduced to a Portuguese teacher
portughezn de Janfifiobt aoncediat dneslgjba, of Chinese, he would not have been fired from his job at the

lui de la Ministerul Afacerilor Externe.

Ministry of External Affairs.

Having fallen in love with his teacher, the Pole felt he was
destined to go to China.

Pentr#a ¢mds ngofseésddardre, ppol or
a fost predestinat sn se duc
Portugheza “| asigurn ch va

The Portuguese assured him hewould be received with open
arms there.

Pe cand i se preda polonezului chineza, era in curs de a fi
angajat un spion chinez cares +#iia locul la minister.

While the Pole was being taught Chinese, a Chinese spy was
being hired to replace him at the Minis try.

COnd este invitat un pol one:
sh | tie enputearfurasi@madin chinez.

aA fost odatnh ca niciodatn u
[ i nuwiciintciuar ©nt “n arabn, 6 ' n

300.

When a Pole is invited to live in China, he should know that
a Chinese might steal his job any time.

00Once upon a time, there | i\
t he Arabian desert, and did
teacherbegan.
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¢ci ascultnhnm povestea de c¢cOnd We have been listening to his story since he began telling us
Arabia. about Arabia.
Nute-ai sAturat de poveltile | Have you not had enough of his stories?
¢cnvnT ar abfaodte elOnalngqaj at | a | have been studying Arabic since he was hired by this
doi ani i jumntate. school, for about two years and a half.
Ni ci odatnprezem,@anf ost “~n star: Never so far has he keen able to tell us anything interesting.
interesant.
Peste o lunn, profesorul va Il n a monthoés ti me, t he teac
ani. Latvia for forty years.
Visul lwui a fost nt odeaunhi It has always been his dream to go to Egypt and see the
lui piramidele. pyramids with his own eyes.
De patruzeci del ianfiacicelae v For forty years he has been trying to make his pupils love his
poveltile lui -despoeeasabisfr stories about Arabs, and wish they had learnt Arabic at
acashn -aizbuitr n home, but he has failed.
Letoni i nu Vvor Ssn vorbeasch Latvians will not speak a foreign language unless they are

ameninTaTi c¢cnA |li se vor tnize

menaced their heads will be cut off.

Se vede ch eu sunt o excepTi

| must be an exception.

Chiar am “"nceput sn studiez

| have actually started studying Arabic.

Poat e -oqatvoddi Tiscurand.

| may be able to speak it before long.

s

MA “ntreb doar dach o sA n

| just wonder if my teacher will understand what | say.
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301.
Suedezul alteaptn shA vinA p The Swede has been waiting for spring to come for half a
cand ainceput iarna. year, since winter began.
Detestn iarna de c©O©nd se I ti He has hated winter for as long as he can remember.
Ar vrea sh -bodardascmopncmal A He wishes he lived in a tropical country and could lie in the
la soare. sun all day.
Ar prefera sn se fi nnscut ° He would rather he had been born in the Sahara.
Dach ar f putut mhcar sanr pfe Had he been able at least to spend a year in the Congo, he
de manios acum. would not be so angry now.
| arna ta ecnuttrnebsat dacn o sn Last winter he wondered if he would ever see the sun again.
SimTea cn este |l a capntul p L He felt he was at the end of his tether.
A hotnr®©t c¢chn o sn plece din He decided he would leave Sweden.
O sh se mute pe o insuln gr He would move to a Greek island where the sun shone all
toatnh ziua. day.
Decond a ~dAdepfuachsnipl anur i Since he started making plans to leave for Greece, the Swede
suedezul viseazn “n fiecare has dreamt of footprints in the hot sand every night.
incins.
Ar vreansnnpooa “"n fiecare d He wishes he could swim in the Mediterranean every
morning.
Ar vrea snh [tie mAacar shA ~nc He wishes he could swim, at least.
Dacn cumva ia azi trenul ? Suppose he took the train today!
MAcar -idascpmunea cineva c¢ch ' n If only someone had told him that in southern countries he
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ndure cnl dur a. would have to stand the heat.
Mn “ntreb dacn p©nn | a ur mn | wonder if he will not choose the cold of Sweden after all.
302
DI Juan, fluturele, |l ua mas:« Mr Juan, the butterfly, would dine with a different rose every
night.
Se spunea cn este burl ac nr He was said to be a confirmed bachelor.
COnd se “"ntoarse acasn duphn On coming back home after a date with a white rose one day,
intr-o searn, zAri din “ntompl ¢ he happened to spot a young caterpillar on a leaf.
Nu-icresusern “~ncnhn aaved dumhwad She had not grown wings yet, and had no idea what her life

would be like.

Fu dragoste la prima vedere.

It was love at first sight.

D a ¢ #Aar fl inchipuit fluturele ce se va intampla atunci cand

If the butterfly had imagined what would happen when the

se va face omida mare i vV a caterpillar grew up and became a butterfly herself, he would
mai deparbeacbhses®©nge frunzn. have flown on, leaving her on her leaf.

Dacharn fi fost omida ala de If the caterpillar had not been so inexperienced as to believe
creadn toate pr oma sfirumutl etalpis all the promises the butterfly m ade her, she would not be so

acum at Ot

de

nefericitn.

miserable now.

Ea recunoal tae

ddumremunt sih She admits now that she should not have flirted with a lily as
de “ndatn ce a “nvnAnTat sn zt soon as she learnt how to fly.
Nus-aal t epa agspisonezprindr fl ut She did not expect the butterfly to spy on her and catch her

SArut a

Cri

nul

while she was kissing the lily.
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cncericnexmlice fluturelui <c¢n She tried to explain to the butterfly that it had meant nothing,
sA fie crediireditoeasn c©O©t trAnA that she would be faithful to him for as long as she lived.
Fluturele zburn “n | anul alfr The butterfly flew to the neighbouring field, and filed for

divorce.
Omi da ar vrea sn fi fost mai The caterpillar wishes she had been wiser.
Fluturele ar vrea sn nu se f The butterfly wishes marriage had not been invented.
Habarn-au e c h -amlaucura loinulnde altsl cat mai They have no idea that they had better enjoy each other while
pot. they can.
Acul vine toamna. Autumn is round the corner.

303.

ANu cred cn ar trebui sh j oc 0l do not think you should I
N-ar fi maii tkeiline ?sn Had you not better be readi:|
ANu este nevoie sn citesc tc 0l need not read all day.
Nu dau anul acesta examenul de absolvire. Il am not taking my graduat.i
A N-a i vrea sn fii matir enbauri ea,s oDo you not wish you were o
examene? any more exams?o0
fiDe fapt al prefera sA nu fi 0l would rather the exam wel
AAi sn poTi t er romamele di bibliagiafte? t oWi |l | you be able to finist

bi bliography?o
APoate c¢cn da. ol may.
Ur meazn, “nsn, sn petrec | u However, | am to spend the next few months in Sicily, and in
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caz nu voi putea citi tot. that case | will not be able to read everything.
Poate chiar va trebui snh dal |l may even have to take the
iDacn | tiai ch va trebui s-ai olf you knew you would have
dat examenul anul trecut? take the exam |l ast year ?0
APut eam ncreir chndeaacpir i N mi n o0l could have tried if it hi
Al vrecedis fracut . | wish | had done that.o
i Ceveifacedupn ce vei |l ua acest oWhat will you do when you |
iEste secreili sSpunpdfioastha | 0lt is a secret, but | can
304.
DI Rotofei, c ©nt nr e Tul de o0 p e r-atrimisv Mr Plump, the opera singer, wanted to know why the doctor
dupn doctor. had been sent for.
Pretinsennnt elsit epuonat e c©nt a He claimed he was in perfect health and could sing that
night.
Ch nu vrea sh dialsce. pe ni meni He would not allow anyone to take his place.
Studiazhn acest rol de ani de He had studied for this role for years.
Othello este rol ul -drua doea eg@nmradt Othello was his favourite part, and he was not going to give
el. it up.
Dach vrea-icimaeVacsh, va trel If anyone wanted to take his place, they would have to wait

va pensiona el.

till he retired.

s e ngrijeasc

Mrs Plump wished he took better care of himself.

Dna Rotofei ar fivrut ca el s n
c

Ea consider a A mai bine ar

She thought he had better sing less and sleep more.
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mult.
Cu cO©t stn mai mul t p'emtpgat ,s The longer he stayed in bed, the better it was for his health.
lui.
Nu voia sn mhrturi seasch n She would not confess it to anyone, but it was she who had
trimisese dupn dectsoprunini c@n sent for the doctor, and had begged him to tell the opera
opern snA rpoeacrrgoraziretrra i ] singer to go on a cruise and relax.
NAndnj dui a c fvaduce IrtateaGamikilor.o She hoped Mr Plump would take her to the Cari bbean.
Er au hsntoriTi de zece ani They had been married for ten years, and he had never spent
ea “'n strAinntate. any holiday with her abroad.
Dacn Itia ea cnhn el se teme- Had she known that he was afraid that, if he went abroad,
concedieze directorul oper ei the director of the opera house would fire him, Mrs Plump
de ¢ are colmaruri bAarbatul might have understood why her husband had nig htmares.
Nu ar fi considerat cnh este She would not have thought him to be insensitive to her
cu dirijorul. needs and would not have run away with the conductor.
Argentina erlaocluairaa c rnoictaorreu | It was in Argentine that the tailor | am going to tell you about
povestesc. lived.
¢l chema Mi hai Foarfecn, i His name was Michael Scissors, and he could notreally

undessa nnhAscut .

remember when or where he had been born.

Era co

pil gnsit.

He was a foundling.

Pentru

cn a fost adoptat de

Having been adopted by a beggar, Mr Scissors had to start

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana v’
Inviias gramaen
267
sn “nceaponosnige existenTa | earning his living in his middle teens.
Ar fi vrut sn fi avut mai mu He wished he had had more money: he would have liked to
study physics.
Aveas ent i ment ul cn ar fi fnAcu He felt he would have made unbelievable discoveries.
Spunea mereu tuturor clienTi He would tell all his customers that he would be a rich man

some day.

Candl-amcunosct eu, muncea din gr

When | met him, he had been working hard for twenty years.

De abia se descurca.

He could barely make ends meet.

Se spunea c¢ch era at ot de s-m
doun zil e.

He was said to be sopoor that he would only eat every other
day.

l-am expl-ii cadi cpil At c ©Otmi d d raa | explained to him that | would pay him as much as he
mai original costum din lume. wanted, if he made me the most original suit in the world.
Urma snAn mn ~nt®©l nesc cu redup | was to meet my wife at an internet café, when | had left his
ce plec de | a el de acasn “r house dressed in my new suit.

Trebuie ch st nt e aamncicénhd,dnrceleedm

| must have been sitting next to her for an hour when at last

ur mn, am-o° rdter ¢eleatnu vrea nic | asked her why she would not even look at me.

Nu pnAnrea nimeni sh fi auzit Nobody seemed to have heard or noticed me come in.
M-am uitat “~n eagn ivmdruti iniru | looked in a mirror and could not see myself.

Se vede c¢cn costumalf ddwt iFro MrScissor s suit must have made
am intelnTmaa ssicot vreodatn. intention of ever taking it off.

cond nu vedeTi pe ni meni | ©r When you see no one around, | will be next to you.
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306.
Se vede cn seifultibwpnudi inoap Tf The bank safe must have been emptied during the night.
NuU -i cu putinThn ca direct o-rfig| The bank manager cannot have expected his bank to be
jefuitn banca. robbed.
SAi fi imaginaht@mpta abkbapo: Had he imagined anything like that could happen, he would
de corp i i nstala un sister have hired bodyguards and installed an alarm system.
Trebuia avertizat, atunci (ol He should have been warned when he was hired that the
bancaabst bl estematn. bank was said to have been cursed.
Se Itie cn a fost jnepfezemtt n de It has been known to have been robbed dozens of times so
far.

Ar trebuis#appaltinTigalsi pe s The Police ought to be able to find the bank robber sooner or
ur mn. later.
N-a trebui, totuli, sA altept They should not wait till he robs another bank, though.
Tr ebui e amprerde pesteson t He must have left fingerprints all over the place.
Portarul -aj Wror mdrt m <cl i phn, [ The doorman swears he did not sleep for a minute, and yet
ni meni i ntr©nd ori ielind. he saw no one come in or out.
Asosit i O sScrisoare. A letter has arrived, too.
Aceasta pretinde cn, "~ nainte It claims that, before midnight, the safe, which is now full of
acum plin cu monezi de aur Greek gold coins which have been brought from the
de Jos, va fi iar golit. Netherlands, will have been emptied once more.
Luminile sunt aprinse, bance The lights are on, the bank is full of policemen.
Dach vA uitafTi pe gepmel besc¢ If you look out of the window, you will see a car stop.
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Se milcn uia turnanthn a bAnc The revolving door of the bank moves, but nobody is seen to
come in.
Sacul plin cudmodazin plrutne lat The sack full of coins suddenly floats in the air.
Leful poliTiei strign: &Prec The head of the Police shoul
N-are cum. It cannot be.
Ltiu eu ce [ tiu. | should know.
Amj efuit astnzi banca a cinc | have robbed the bank the fifty -ninth time today.
Cine sunt? Who am 1?
Fantoma bnncii, evident. The bank ghost, of course.
307.
Se “"ntrebdndedechkiessula Ii dac He wondered why the door had opened and if anyone would
come in.
Spnla vasele de ceva vreme, He had been washing the dishes for some time, and had
really got bored.
aCine e?606 ntrebn. oWho is it?6 he asked.
Nu se auziniciunr hspuns. There was no answer.
Era cam t®r zimnwmwvcai sn vr aciumul | It was fairly late for any of his friends to come over, and none
n-ar fi venit, oricum, neinvitat. of them would have come uninvited, anyway.
Locuia pe Martedecandsa nnscut . He had been living on Mars ever since he had been born.
Ar fi dat orice sn cunoaschn He wished he would meet people from other planets.
Ar fi fost ncoOnt at d a ¢ Batum,r He would have been delighted if he had been sent to Venus,
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Jupiter sau Pluto. Saturn, Jupiter or Pluto.
ToTi prietenii | ui se |l nudat All his friends boasted they had travelled to the outer space,
uni i promi sseseani copleumm 2Zint and some had promised they would take him along some
day.
Am remarcat cu uimire c¢cn to | was amazed to notice that all the objects in his room were

rol ii

red.

Chiar llumina de afarn era rol

Even the light outside was red.

¢ntinsei mOna I|i zisei c¢ch v
atmosfern este al bastrn.

| stretched out my hand and | said | had come from the planet
Earth, whose atmosphere was blue.

s

Nupnru sn mn audhn.

He did not seem to hear me.

Abia mul t ma i t ©r zi u ~ ma rdMmMdgd
pentru cn eu nu exist pentr.

Only much later did it occur to me that he had not answered
me because | did not exist for him.

rd

Nu put ea enOtv ardair di eni rol ii

He could only see red Martians.

Data viitoarlea ce&ln,d -tmme fWauicte fs

Next time | go to see him, | must wear my red cap.

DI Brad ~ [ i-ntpree g iecaleadatofdai.fea Mr Fir -Tree would spend hours in front of his computer.

cCi plncea sn se converseze ¢ He liked chatting to other trees on the internet.
Trebuie cn dra Tei a fost f¢ Miss Lime-Tree must have been very flattered when she
primul lui mesa,;. received his first message.

Se Itia cn dl Brad este cel Mr Fir -Tree was known to be the tallest, most handsome tree
pndur e. in the forest.
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El aintrebat-o pe dra Teli dacn a f He asked Miss Lime-Tree if she had ever been visited by the
veveriTele pe care |le hranel squirrels he fed and housed.
Eala "~ ntrebat dacn mierl el ee She asked him if the blackbirds which woke her up every
di mineaTn | trezesc I pe ¢ morning woke him, too.
Cond el o “"ntrebn unde | ocu When he asked her where she lived, they bah realized how
cat de departe locuiesc unul de altul. far apart they lived.
El locuia foarte aproape de varful muntelui. He lived quite close to the top of the mountain.
Ea vru Snh -iestefeg. dacn nu She wanted to know if he was not cold.
El rnspuanrs evrtebac osinascn “~n alt He replied he would not want to live anywhere else.
Dra Tei voia sh [Itie o mul Ti Miss Lime-Tree wanted to know a lot of things about Mr Fir -

Tree.
coTi ani are? How old was he?
tine mintae?cO©Ti ani Could he remember how old he was?
Ce anotimp 1i place mai mult? What season did he like best?
Poat-e spunin phade vremea pl o Could he tell her if he liked rainy or cloudy weather?
A atins vreodatn un nor? Had he ever touched a cloud?
tine minte ce spun oamenii ¢ Did he remember what people said when they walked past

him?
Sa simTit vreodatn singur ? Had he ever felt lonely?
Ea Tine mint e -adogodiesubecordaraeic a r ¢ She remembered a couple who had got engaged under her

crown.
A fost vreodatn "~ nsurat? Had he ever been married?
Cu cO©t punea ea mai multe “r The more questions she asked, the more deeply hédell in love
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mai tare de ea. with her.
O chemn I a o “nt®©lnire. He asked her out for a date.
Ea acceptn cu bucuri e. She gladly agreed.
Dacn cei doi ar fi putut St If the two of them had been able to use their roots for
umbl e, azi ar fi soT [i sofTi walking, they would be husband and wife today.
Au frAcut o nuntn virtwualn, They had a virtual wedding, and have been on the internet
cOnd ao. gnsit every single minute since he found her.
Notalorlunarn | a electricitate a Their monthly electricity bill could ruin a millionaire.
309.
Nu am dreptul sn mn joc “"n < | cannot play inside.
Nu am voie sn mAn®©nc ni mic | must not eat anything that people throw away.
Sunt pus sn port hainn atunc | am made to wear a coat when it is very cold.
Mereu ~i scol pe toTi din ce | will wake up everyone in the house at dawn.
Mi se spune @t deadrioramdehe | am told to sit whenever | feel like running about.
colo.
Ar trebui sn fac zil ni-amdeptule | ought to take a long walk daily, but | cannot run u p and
shA al ergn "jnossupse isitradn sing down the streets all alone.
¢cmi place sn mi seapi eoptfarce | like to have my hair combed, and | wish someone would do
mai des. it more often.
DacniA-nts@mpl n sn “~ncerci sn r If you should try to clean my ears, do not expect me to be
al t e pfiufericis 1 happy about it.
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cond “mi gnAtelti orez, preci When you cook rice for me, | am sure to want meat, and if
sh ghtelti carne, tot o sA | you should cook meat, | will still prefer what is on your plate.
Sunt iubit i ngrijit de t¢c | am loved and taken care of by everyone in the family.
Ghicelti cinei sspull ¢®nnaeup Can you guess who | am? (Do not call me a dog, or | will be
simt jignit.) offended).

Cond te -mudasfAnttrebuie

=N

| ocui t

s n

,

310.

When you move into a house, you must ask how many
people it has beeninhabited by.

Trebuie sn te i-mteoeserciuiti You must also inquire when it was built and how many
crescut n ea. children have grown up in it.

Poate este o casn de cniAnr Amic It may be a brick house or awooden house.

Dacn este sn ai grijn cum If you are to take good care of it, you must know what
materiale snin foloselti | a re materials to use for repairs.

Nu este nevoie sA chel tarinediet You need not spend a huge amount of money if your house
casa de o “nfaTilare noun. needs a new face.
PoTi foarte ulor sn spoielti You can easily have the rooms whitewashed and the

plumbing replaced.

Oricecasn trebuie tratatn cu re Any house should be treated with respect.
cond ~ Ti dor el ti sn il ma i When you wish you were richer and you had bought a better
bunn, ai grijn. house, take care.

Poate casatase va i

mT i

jignitn.

Your house may be offended.
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Dachnts@mpl n sh ai nevoie de If you ever happen to need more space, explain to your house
caseil de ce trebuie sn te mi why you must move out, and that it need not feel as if it were
de parcn ea ar fi de vinn. to blame.
Cu c©t locuielti ma i mul t " r The longer you live in your house, the happier it will be.
N-ai de unde snA | tii -Tii nmsfaund You would not know who | am and why | think | can advise

you.

Nu mnh vezi

You cannot see me.

M-am nnscut odatn cu aceastn

| was born with this house.

Dacn ai sn te ui Ti |l a acope If you look at the roof, you will see a tiny blue cloud resting
odihnindu-se pe antenn. on the aerial.
Eu sunt. That is me.

Pun p a r-dimaiaczait oameni discutand cu sufletul casei
lor.

L-am "~ ntrebat pe [ oferul de
Budapesta-ldaog,omsnc®arn péan
atat de lung.

| bet you have never heard people talk to the soul of their
house.

| asked the taxi driver whether he would drive me to
Budapest if | asked him, and how much he would charge for
such a long trip.

M-a " ntrebat de ce nu merg c

He asked me why | did not drive there myself.

Nu am permis de conducere?

Had | not got a driving licence?

Mi-e fricn de circulaTie?

Was | afraid of the traffic?

Cucinem-a | duce, dacn ar ref uza

Whom would | go with, if he refused to drive me there?
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llam spus ¢cnh nu conduc niciod

| told him | would never drive, if | could find anyone to do it
for me.

o facn “n | ocul me u .
S

Vru A | t i-an luat@ermdisulmi He wanted to know when | had passed my driving test.

Am rnspuns c¢cn a fost demul't | answered it had happened a long time before.

Ltiu cnAn mai bi ne 4intalngsc peespionul | know | had better have gone to meet the Hungarian spy

maghiar. alone.

MhAcar darcn smune i of erul de If only the taxi driver did not tell all his acquaintances about

cunoltinTelor lui despre val the stolen suitcase now.

Al preferaficaaede pthathusn mn | would rather he had never accepted to drive me to
Hungary.

N-aveTi idee ce tar e -amlicunosaute You have no idea how I wish he would forget we have ever

vrieodat n. met.

Sn fi | ti ut feegreutatda mes in asrén schienbub Had | known | would be offered my weight in gold in

serviciilor mele, puteam cur exchange for my services, | could have bought a plane with a

pilot.

Nu era nevoie snh anfgragoetz un

| need not have hired a driver, but | did.

Pe dr umul spr e Budape saayrat
buletinubm-a si |l it cu arma sn con
acol o, a declarat c¢cn poarthn

On the way to Budapest, the taxi driver stole my identity
card, made me drive at gunpoint, and, when we reached
there, he declared that my name was his name.

A | -atrebuie.

It serves him right.

El este intr-o temni Thn

conduc taxiul.

maghi arn ac

He is in a Hungarian goal now, while | am driving his taxi.

Vrei sn te duc undeva?

Need a ride?
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312.
Loferul de autobuz nu oprea The bus driver never stopped at the red light.
rol u.
Mergea cu vitezn “ntre staTi He would speed between stops.
Pasagerafn fliuiddriit sn nu se His passengers wished they had never got on.
Cond 7| vedeau, el evi i de | When they saw him, the highschool pupils would shout they
pe jos, I[Ii o rupeau |l a sANAt would rather walk, and they would tear away.
Dach ai fi fost Cu autobuz: If you had been on his bus at least once in your life, you
"nTelege ce vreau snA spun. would understand what | mean to say.
Mnh  d uiloiela lacru. He drives me to work daily.
Precis este singurul [ of er He must be the only bus driver who is willing to get up so
scoale ala de devr eme. early.
Precis ~Ii conduce autobuzul He must have been driving his bus for at least fifty years.
Sunt convins c¢h, atunci c ©n | am sure that, when he retires, he will have done nothing
nimic altckivacdrd@®tnsaut obuz else but drive a bus.
Poate a visat sh fie funcTi He may have dreamt of becoming a clerk or a bank manager
cOnd era copil -idec u cpouatlinn T Ad when he was a schoolboy, but he cannot have learnt to do
facn altcevagmaeblneacwmnl ar duce anything else, or he would be better off now.
N-ar e de un dleonsidérafianiraat. c n He would not know that | think him to be a loser.
Mhn bagrperieTi “n fiecare d He will scare the hell out of me every morning, as he did on
Ziuacandavenitcu noi [ un Hsihbian the day a psychiatrist | used to know came along.
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Psi hiatrul er a c-mirezolve groblema. p ¢ The psychiatrist was certain he could solve my problem.
Al a ch, ce crezi cnhAn a fAcut* So, what do you think he did?
Sa furiliat “n spat eflfiec ult o foe He stole behind the bus driver, and gave him a shot of
diazepam. diazepam.
Dupn -aoprit gutobuzul, | -am chema a mO©ndoi When the bus had stopped, we both called his boss, and
| ui ,-amiaintat pe [ ofer dor mi showed him the bus driver sleeping peacefully in his seat.
Nndnjduiam cn va fi concedi ¢ We hoped he would be fired.

N -a fost.

He was not.

Te rog mult, vii t

Pianistul ~1i dndui
nu este prea tarziu.

u mi ne

saecaarad e e

313.

Would you please see me to work tomorrow morning?

The pianist realized he must have his piano tuned before it
was too late.

Urma snh plece “"nubnhnhntureedel

He was to go to the Netherlands for a tour, and, if he did not

exersa suficient, era sigur practise enough, he was sure he would have bad reviews.
partea presei.
Ar fi vrut sn fi dat din ti He wished he had placed an ad in the paper in time, so that

per soana piotadorideize npi anul

he might choose the proper person to tune his very precious
piano.

Dupn cie i senacordat
ore pe zi dacnhn nu

Vv

a

p i

anul ,
protest

When his piano had been tuned, he planned he would
practise ten hours a day, unless his neighbourobjected.

1l considera foarte bizar pe acest vecin.

He thought his neighbour to be very strange.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana v’
Inviias gramaen
278
Nu-i vhzuse niciodatn faTa. He had never seen his face.
Pleca pe |l a mi-ezalcaoapdti anci He would leave at about midnight, and return at the crack of
de ziun. dawn.
Dacn pianistul nu sufereaartl If the pianist had not suffered from insomnia, he might not
dat seama c¢cn are un vecin, even have realized he had a neighbour, but now, that he
temea c¢cn va trebui SA NnNu ms knew he had one, he was really afraid he would have to stop
pl ©ngn v eci rewddérmitnfimpolaileip o a't practising, lest his neighbour should complain he coul d not
sleep during the day.
Nu-i dndu pri-ar mpuwt €@a ccda sveci It did not occur to him that his neighbour might be related to
cu Dracula. Dracula.
L i pentru c¢cnAn wamiv nwzartb ad e ncL Come to think of it, | have not really seen the pianist around
pianist pe aici... for a while...
314.

DI SmOnt ©n nh,
ascuns vaca.

| hpt ar-nirebe undeui s-@

Mr Cream, the milkman, could not help wondering where
his cow had hidden.

Oaltepta de la |Insarea nopTi

He had been waiting for her since nightfall, and had been

ca snh f i e -amudlosvhe,daalvat deceptaten sure she would come home to be milked, but he turned out
to have been wrong.

Nuis-a Nt or s Vv aeiwdaazic i poO©nn His cow has not come back to this day.

l er i | hpt arouisperat p€ onghiciteabeade ce ia Yesterday the desperate milkman asked a fortune teller why

pl ecat vaca de acasn. his cow had left home.
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A fugit cu cineva? Had she eloped?
SAi fi gnsit oare un taur f Could she have found a bull she could not live without?
Ghicitoarea vru san cdumpenrae The fortune teller wanted to know where Mr Cream had

SmMOnt ©nn.

bought his cow.

DI SmOnt ©nnhA ~ i e xap Inincsnc uctu m nc Mr Cream explained to her that the cow had been born in his

el o “ngrijeite de ani de zi yard, and he had taken care of her for years.

Elarfizsch este prea bntr©nn ca He would have thought she was too old to fall in love.

Ceru ca ghiicistpawanrhne at ogn adevr He demanded that the fortune teller should t ell him the

vaca |l ui fusese rnpitn de e> whole truth, and this is what he found out: his cow had been

kidnapped by aliens.

A plecat pe Venus, |i este a She travelled to Venus, and is now being worshipped as the

de pe acea planetn. only sacred creature on that planet.

DI SmOlnt ©nn nu poate sA nu ¢ Mr Cream cannot help wondering now if drinking the milk

bnut | aptel e umraeif nvcaucti ssff@nntt of a sacred how has not made him sacred, too.

Sepoate sn cearn “n cur ©nd s He may soon demand that he should be worshipped, as well.
315.

DI Lurubelni TA, mecanicul , a Mr Screwdriver, the mechanic, has been dreaming all his life

ceva la care nu sa mai gandit nimeni.

he will invent something that has never been thought of
before.

D a ¢ far enista deja calculatorul,i-a r  f i
el, dar acum este prea tarziu.

g ihventemet

If the computer did not already exist, he would have liked to
invent it, but it is too late now.
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De Ila o vreme “ncoace, se (¢ For some time now, he has been thinking of a jumping

7

sh poatn bate cuiul fnrn a f

hammer, which can drive a nail witho ut being handled by a
human hand.

[a))

cn ziarul de ieri, a decl ar

s 7

un secol n ur mn, am | ocui ¢

I n yesterdayod6s paper, he st
invented a century ago, we would all be living in the outer
space now.

Reporterul |-a intrebat cdnd i-a v eni t pri ma
i nventeze <ciocanul sl ratate ruturerT
locuitorilor planetei.

The reporter asked him when it had first occurred to him to
invent t he jumping hammer, and when he would show it to
all the inhabitants of the planet.

Dacn nu wera ©polihssffeh ope
Lurubehbni i bAtut mAr pe r ey

If it had not been for the policeman who accompanied the
reporter, Mr Screwdriver would have beaten the reporter
black and blue.

Sa publicat peste tot o fot«

A photo of him kicking the reporter was published

n reporter. everywhere.

Nu-| va angaja ni meni a ¢ uons Api Nobody will hire the mechanic now till he apologizes to the
cearn scuze paefsredutpentru ce press for what he has done.

Ltii cu cine a cerut sn i se Do you know whom he has asked to be introduced to?

A zis acum oc Asnh pdtahcm® amuc u n o ¢ He said a week ago that, unless he met the Russian president

cur©nd pe preiledintele rus,

very soon, he would sell his invention to the Chinese.

Missa pnrut c¢cn vnd deubbvair nuad
mea.

| thought | saw a Chinese flying above my head the other
day.

Sn fie din cauza ciocanul ui

Can it be because of the jumping hammer?

Se "ndrepta oare chinezul cr

Can the Chinese have been heading for theMoon?
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DI cnainteazhn, agent ul de
"ndrngosti p©O©nh ce nu va ~ mg
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Mr Go-Ahead, the traffic agent, hoped he would not fall in
love till he turned forty.

Amenda céate cincizeci de tinere pe zi (de obicei pentru

He would fine fifty young girls a day (usually for drunk

conducere sub influenTa alc driving), but he never asked one for a date.

niciun eia.

Decise c¢ch na p@nMmaocveang s p He decided he would not get married till he found the girl of

lui. his dreams.

DacHar | fi "ntrebat mama | ui Had his mother asked him what the girl of his dreams looked

aflat cn fiul ei alteaptn sAi like, she would have found out that her son was waiting to

al brail,t “"n voOrstn de treizeci meet an obese, blueeyed, thirty -year-old waitress.

Se vede c¢ch dl ¢ nadamisiune dezefevizaunea Mr Go-Ahead must have learnt from a TV show that obese

cn chelneriTele obeze sunt r waitresses were faithful wives.

Trebuia sn aibn o nevastn c He had to have a faithful wife, because he did not want there

existe divorTuri “n familie. to be any divorce in his family.

Ci Sspuse mamei ch are n-evdi He told his mother he needed stability, and he would never

phirAnseascn niciodatnAonkfastle leave his wife unless she cheated on him.

O sn aibn trei copi i, lar ne He would have three children, and his wife would never
have to work.

Cobnd dlI cnainteazhn mpl i ni When Mr Go-Ahead turned forty, his mother asked him if he

“ntrebnhardafcin ni ne-lshA camd ea mre had not better start looking for a wife.
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¢i frAncu cunoltinThn cu chel ne She introduced him to the waitress next door.
Habarn-avea agentul de circul a’ The traffic agent had no idea that the waitress had been

i, <@oleia mMArbatnncundi aoeXi shi

married before, and, although she was single, there had been
no divorce in her family.

El se goOndi cn vor fi feri. He thought they would be happy ever after, but his bliss only
fericirea | ui nu durn dec©t lasted until his first (and last) food poisoning.
toxiinfecTie alimentarhn.
317.
Dna Lunecoashnh, [-loipovd agcurdere Mrs Slippery, the lizard, decided that she would buy a new
noun de " ndath ce va economi car as soon as she had saved monegnough.
Ci spuse agentului de v©Onz~nAr She told the sales agent that she had always wanted a red car
rolieg diA cumpere malinn, de and she would not buy one unless it was that colour.
aceea.
Agentul de vOnznri o “"ntrebtr The sales agent asked her how much money she had, and,
i spuse cn mai bine ar c¢cumg when he learnt the sum, he told her she had better buy a
cheap motorcycle instead.
Dna Lunecoasn -annfobstisintofic Mrs Slippery confessed that she had always been afraid of
meargnAn cu bicicleta, ala chnh riding a bicycle, so she could not really be expected to speed
on amotorcycle.
Vrea o malinnAn si gourchonducno ds She wanted a safe car, and she would learn to drive it after

cumpnr a.

she had purchased it.
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Dacn va trebui sn mai econo If she had to save more money, she would work double shifts
va mai strange bani. and save some more.
Trebuie neapArat sn aibnAn mal She just had to have a red car.
¢n clipa aceea 1|1 dndu seart At that point she realized she would no longer be able to slip
sub frunze fAarn a fi vAzutn. under the leaves without being seen.
Aus-o vadn de depart ert ogpauttee am All the flies would see her from afar, and she might starve to
de foame. death.
Se gOndi chl imacurmpmren un ce She thought she had better buy a computer, and has been on
internetdin ziuacandi-a f ost | i vrat aca the internet since the day it was delivered home to her.
318.

Leopardul “[1i dndeveeamsanciii

The leopard realized he need not have shouted at the rabbit

de casnhn care a anunTat de d who had announced from afar that the fur coat the leopard
| eopar dul este murdarn i p | was wearing was dirty and full of spots.
Trebu-iaegsplice iepurelui, C . He should have tried to explain to the rabbit, who was

s

n viaTn grndina
culori mai vii decét albul.

zool ogichn,

visiting the Zo o for the first time in his life, that most animals
liked livelier colours better than white.

M-am g@©ndit [i eu “n sinea me | thought to myself that the rabbit might have been more
tact iepurele de dagn,gnleiasscn tact ful, and should have tri
Pe de altn parte, i epurel e | The rabbit, on the other hand, could not see why the leopard
fuga |l a duluri sn se spele g did not run to the showers and wash at once.

Nu-l i dn seama <ce pericul os Did he not realize how dangerous it was to wear that dirty
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murdarn, plinhA de microbi? fur, full of germs?
Nu este |leopardul condAwuii ehac Was the leopard not aware that he could fall ill if he did not
“ngrijelte mai bi ne? take better care of himself?
Se apropie de gawva, papeadnad He stepped closer to the fence, hoping he would be able to
|l a ureche cn i este viaTa whi sper in the | eopardods eal
Nu [tia chn Hedmdrddidlet dhdgimt s Little did he know that the leopard would grab him and drag

him in.
¢ ncn-amancatleopardulpe i epurele de The leopard has not eaten the rabbit yet.
Leopar dul al teapbtncear mi caft The leopard is waiting for the little fellow to apologize.
Ar tr eibusipume Ti i e p u raestayprea nulf You should tell the rabbit he had better not wait long.
pe ganduri.
Leopardului i se poate face foame dintr-o ¢ intr -glta. The leopard may feel hungry any minute now.

319.

Rudol ph, renul cu nasul roiu Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer, was on good terms with

Santa Claus.
Lucra cu Mol CrnhAaciun de | a ~ He had been working with Santa since the beginning of the

Christian era.
Nu fncea jucnrii, dar zbura He would not make toys, but he would always fly with the

sleigh all over the world.
intr-o bunn zi T zise din sen One day he told Santa out of the blue that he would like to
ducn sania pe |l unn. take their sleigh to the Moon.
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Nu sunt copi.i pe lunn? Were there no children on the Moon?
Mol CrnAciun rAspunse CHA nu \ Santa replied he did not want there to be any

misunderstandings.

N-o sn poatn ni ci od-asluba inteegulwil
univ ers.

The reindeer would never be able to service the entire
universe.

Sa nns®PumOmt, (i acolo va rhn He had been born on Earth, and that was where he would
stay.

Rudol ph ~ 1 dndu seama c¢cn n Rudolph realized he should not have asked an eighty-year-

optzeci mndeearagnd ‘sm spaTiul <co old man to go on a trip to the outer space.

Ma i bi nei ptricmi téa o scrisoa He had better have left and sernt Santa a letter when he had

ce ajungea unde voia snhn se ¢

arrived wherever it was he wanted to go.

Ltia cA Mol CrnAaciun ar pref
dec©t sn tragn sania de Cr ngc

He knew that Santa would rather the reindeer never did
anything but pull the Christmas sleig h.

Rudol ph ar fi wvrut sn se fi Rudolph wished he had been born in another universe.
Degeaba i promi se Mol Cr Aki In vain did Santa promise him a raise if he kept his job.
phstreaznh sl uj ba.

Cuosnpt AnmGnn "~ nainte de CrAc A week before Christmas, Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer,
rol u, i "naintn dend sima,i handed in his resignation, and flew till no one could see him

nimeni.

any more.

Deat unci ncoace tot Zboar n.

He has been flying ever since.
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320.
Se s nhAtmpriarsaet ul j aponez snA ma The Japanese Emperor had had enough of ruling Japan.
Declarn la Itirile TV chA va He declared on the TV news that he would emigrate to
Jerusalem.
Va fi botezat (i se va face He would be baptized, and would become a monk.
ToTi japonezii -arf@nButsAshti All the Japanese wanted to know what had made him reach

hot Ar ©r e .

such a decision.

Nevasta lui plangea zi de zi.

His wife would cry every day.

Ar fi wvrut snh-iffaanvutunvecemel She wished she had had time to bear him a child.

COnd, “n cele din urmn,  plega When at last the Emperor announced that he was to set out

l a lerusalim a doua zi “n  z for Jerusalem the next day at the crack of dawn, everyone

nimic de fncut. understood it could not be helped.

De abia ajunseimp Ar at ul japonez | a | No sooner had the Japanese Emperor reached Jerusalem thai

arabii sh se roage de el snh the Arabs began begging him to become a Muslim.

Ci promi s£r i ecino acsoénnd udcrhet potr They promised that they would acknowledge him as their

dachn o shA uite dneveciteelarianhas.r spiritual leader if he forgot about Christianism and learned
Arabic.

cmpnratdl upil ncweau corturil en The Emperor did not like the Arabian tents, and he was

poate va fi silit sn | ocui act afraid he might be made to live in one.

Trebui-& <persi at rnu, dacn @ He must have been very scared if he left Jerusalem and

grnbit “napoi acash. hurried back home.

Recunoscu cnin a grelit. He confessed he had been wrong.
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Vor japeéeanepzriiimesanscn “~napoi ? Would the Japanese have him back?
O sn fach tot ce vor ei He would do everything they wanted.
A frncuel ealgn " ngrozitoare. He had made a terrible mistake.
DacAnts@mpl n sn mergedi mha T If you happen to go to Tokyo, you may still find the Emperor
impAarat impiopopdupli méasch begging his people to have him back.
N-a fost bine primit, cum spe He has not been welcomed home as he hoped, and | know on
nu va fi. good authority that he never will be.
Nevasta lui este Impnr At easn de c¢c©nd His wife has been Empress since he left, and she is doing a
d e s curnindned e very good job.
Le place japonezilor mai mu | The Japanese like her better than they liked the Emperor.
Dacnh-indndea prin mintmpar agc If it had not occurred to him he could be a monk, the Emperor

ar fi acum supusul ei.

would not be her subject now.

321.
DI ReTetn, doctorul, nu “~nT. Mr Prescription, the doctor, could not understand why there
faTa uli.i lui, [Ii de cine at were so many people in front of his door, and whom they
had all been sent by.
Sunt at©Tia bolnavi “n satul Were there so many sick people inhis village?
Dacnhn ar fi fost “ntrebat c-@l If he had been asked how many people he had cured in his
fi | hudat c¢cn “~ nt ot de a-ucerasfatil.i life, he would have boasted that he always cured everyone
who sought his advice.
DI ReTetn “ncepea ‘'ntotdeaut Mr Prescription would always begin with an ultrasound
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“1i trimitea adesea pacienTi

examination, and then he would often send his patients for a
complete blood work.

POnmnm ziua de azi, nu a luat To this day, he has never
pressure.

De ani de zile “ncoace, ar e For years now, he has had a very original theory, according

chreia halatul alb vindecn t to which his white robe cures all ilinesses.

Se vede c¢cnhn a
un medicament.

noim Taltbula &3tz

He must have learnt in physics that the colour white is better
than a drug.

Dac#il ruga pe-Tdl fRefhetoh i 1§ e
precis ar refuza.

If you asked Dr Prescription to give you a shot when you had
the flu, he would be sure to refuse.

Ar face orice numai sA nu Ve

He would do anything to avoid the sight of a needle.

Secretul I ui eat & osit tf adtcha
urat meseria, dar acum n-o mai poate schimba.

His secret is that he has been afraid of blood all his life, and
has also hated his profession, but cannot change it now.

Dacn ar putea, ar ahbmgre sn f

If he could, he would choose to be a wizard in a fairy tale.

llarvindeca pe toTi cu baghet a.

He would cure everyone with his wand.

N-ar trebuwiciosunal tbihnTn despr

ar afl a nRa nsetnuidicat Nnni ci odat n

Ariciula cunoscut-o pe r ©ndunicn pe i

He would not have to know anything about any disease, and
no one would ever find out that he has never studied to be a
doctor.

The hedgehog met the swallow on the internet.

L 4au trimis e-mail -uri vreme de doi ani.

They emailed each other for two years.
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Arici ul Vol a sn [ tie toate The hedgehog wanted to know about all the places the
randunica, iarr ©nduni ca era f asci nia swallow had travelled to, and the swallow was fascinated by
vedea “"n fotogr afatrimis-darigul.t al r all the needles she saw in the digtal photograph the

hedgehog had sent her.

Cond a auzit
“nt ©l neaschn.

veveriTa poves

When the squirrel heard the story, she suggested that the two
should meet.

Era firesc ca ei sh fievfeovar
era convinsn ch se vor ~mphc

It was natural that the two should be very different from each
other, but the squirrel thought they were sure to get along
famously.

dndea seama c¢cn
cracn a pomulu

Veveri Ta “1i
cea ma de sSus

The squirrel realized the swallow liked to live on the highest
branch of a tree, while the hedgehog preferred its roots, but

rndacinil e, dar era convinse she was positive they could both compromise, and build a
compromis i sn construiasc house midway, in the hollow of a tree they chose.

Tn scorbura unui copac pe care il aleg ei.

Dacnh ar fi ltiut veveri Ta Had the squirrel known the hedgehog was afraid of heights,

C
randunic a are claustrofobie, poatena r  f i i nNsi s

and the swallow was claustrophobic, she might not have
insisted that the two of them should try to work things out.

Bufni Ta cea nTel eaptn fu €

It was the wise owl who found what was to be done.

“ncerce sh ghnseasch o sol uTi
c
i

c | l egn | a ochi pe arici, [ She blindfolded the hedgehog, and had the squirrel fly to the
"n spate p©nn |l a scorburn. hollow with him on her back.

Apoi T spuse r©nduni ci i cn Then she told the swallow that a terrible storm, which would
dura ani de zile. last for years, was coming.

Acestea fiind fncute, | e adu Having done that, she brought them a computer, too, and the
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navigheazn pe internet Dumne two have been surfing the internet only God knows for how
long.
323.

Loareci i al bi din mansardn The white mice in the attic had sharp teeth and very short
foarte scurte. legs.
Loareci i aceltia se jucau at These mice would often play
intr-o bunh zi piticuaf aren, nifiu dwarf got very angry one day, and decided that he should do
trebui sn f aideaurcseninentdeimpdinires n something that would give him a sense of fulfilment .
Cumpnrn doun go©lite i trei k He bought two geese and three oxen.
Pentru cn i cheltuise toT Having spent all his money on the oxen, the dwarf could no
pl At medi cament ul care sto longer pay for the medicine that killed lice, so the oxen would
scnrpinau toatn ziua. scratch all day.
GOl tele cereau ne ncetat pel The geese would constantly ask for fish, many fish.
¢ | trimisern pe piticispnhnepget They sent the dwarf to fish two carp, three trout and four
patru somoni. salmon.
Dacn piticul nici ngai Tobaseegc If the dwarf thought the mice had been too much for him, we
"nchipuim ce "mplinit se sir can easily imagine how accomplished he felt when his house
pnduchi, i ar “n giuet @au g®b t was full of lice, and in his yard geese fought oxen, and
mOncau pelte. everyone ate fish.
ToTi mOndawTpen teef arn de pi All of them ate fish fi everyone but the dwarf, who had not

vieme sn mnnG©nce de snptnAnmor

had time to eat in weeks.
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¢n cel e din -auransic,unpsi t'inc unha nss
zile “ncoace lcaoeerdeec ec nalebs.t e

The dwarf finally hid in the attic, and he has believed he is a
white mouse for months now.

DI Mi el , ciobanul, plntea st Mr Lamb, the shepherd, had his blue jeans sent from
Holland.

Considera cn olandezii sunt He thought the Dutch were the best tailors in the world.

Plhntea sn i se trimitn ci zme He had his boots sent from China, because, as he used to tel

spunea el de obicei cunol ti his acquaintances, the Chinese were the best shoemakers hi

cizmari pe care-i [ tie. knew.

Dna Miel ~ Fo “brnutnrie zd  “dret rce n Mrs Lamb asked him one day why he did not have his shirts

cAimnliile din Portugali anpapé sent from Portugal, as nothing compared to Portuguese linen

hainele de in portugheze.

clothes.

Dacn dlI Mi el
mAnNn©nce.

purta ceva tri

If Mr Lamb wore anything sent over from Lebanon, his sheep
would not eat.

Hainele libaneze precis nu erau preferatele lor.

Lebanese clothes cannot have been their favourites.

intro di mineaTn, dna Mi el i el One morning Mrs Lamb came out wearing a Swiss watch.
el veTi an.
Ni ci nu fAcu bine pri mul p a Hardly had she stepped out of the house when the ram

at acin fliicu ceasul TAndAri

attacked her and smashed her watch to pieces.

Intr-un final, dl Miel " nTel ese chi trebu
Tnainte de a face ceva.

At long last, Mr Lamb understood that he must ask his sheep
before he did anything.
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Dach -lo vsende T-i e d®mdmrinn®©nce so If you see him feeding his sheep smoked salmon, you will
ftiTi deada@a? nu know why, will you not?

325.
Dna Ochel ari, nur c a, t ocmai Mrs Eyeglasses, the mink, had just married Mr Eyeglasses,
oftalmologul. the ophthalmologist.
A doua zi dupnifracmt As,urwrru z:¢ The second day after the wedding, she wanted to surprise
l umi na | umOn for igin,t epaes ccia reea . s him with a candle -lit dinner, which she would cook herself.
Cu cO©t se g©ndea mai mul t, ¢ The more she thought about it, the better the idea seemed to
her.

Uitade snitrebe care este mOn She had forgotten to ask him what his favourite meal was.
Ci tel efonn mamei [ ui |l a Ha She phoned his mother in the Hague, and asked her if he had
vr eodatdie scuepanp nh . ever eaten onion soup.
Soacra ei fu “ngrozithn. Her mother -in-law was horrified.
Fiul e i nu mAn®©ncnhn ala ceva. Her son never ate such things.
Ce are ea-ideg agc@nd isud ui ei ? What was she going to do to her son?
O dA mai revadn copilul " n Would she ever see her son alive again?
Pl ©nse | i zise cn o sn se r She wept and said she would pray all night her son might not
moar n. die.
Dna Ochel ari l uAh o carte de Mrs Eyeglasses took a cookbook and began cooking.
CurnTn i thAie ceapa. She peeled and cut the onions.
Pe c¢c©nd i dndea drumul "~ n =& While she was dropping them into boiling water, the wind
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vantul prin geamul deschi s, |

i cartea de

7

happened to blow through the open window, and the

spumn de ciocol atn. cookbook opened at chocolate mousse.

| se pAru ciudat dneear hieil ¢ Mrs Eyeglasses found it rather strange that she should be

se lun dupn carte. mixing onions and cocoa, but she followed the book.

Pe scurt, dl Ochel ar i mon c n To put it in a nutshell, Mr Eyeglasses ate chocolate and onion

supravieTui chsntor e.ei ma i r soup, and he did not live to be married for more than two
days.

Dac#ars " nt©mpla sn vrei sh t If you should want to marr y Mrs Eyeglasses now that you

chn I tii adevArul, mAn©ncnhA " r know the truth, eat out.

Ori foleseét&a oaisgsh dul mani Or use her to kill your enemies.

Credeam

cAliurfma tsem mi

nat nuyv

326.

| thought you were to have finished your short story on
Wednesday.

N-a i Tinut minte sAmtdenOnadi uT Did you not remember that on Thursday week the editor -in-

redact ooi@®@ | ef s chief was to come and take it?

tdam amintit zi de zi cn red | reminded you every day that the editor must not be made
n zadar, pentru cn-oestheteni to come in vain, as he was a busy man, and would never

[ iroselti vremea. forgive you if you wasted his time.

Trebuidaisnde [ tire, dacn cre You should have let him know if you thought you would not

de scris “"nainte sn vinn el be able to finish writing before he came.

Dacn vine at©ta drum degeab If he comes all this way in vain, the editor is sure to have his
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pune pazadecop sn te -snbpeasen

bodyguard beat you black and blue.

Se Itie cn este nemilos cu ¢ He is known to be very cruel to writers who do not keep thei r
word.

Poate te rnAnpelte i te torttu He may kidnap you and torture you.
Dacnhn al fi “n |l ocul tAu, or- If I were you, | should either finish the short story right away,
al face valiza, 1Ti al fugi r or pack a suitcase and flee for my life.
Dach se " ntOmplnhA snAn stai "~ n If you should stay abroad longer than a year, do not bother
te mai ostoreeni  sn te to come back.
MA Vv oi fi “nsur at -Tewi ficcheltuinh ¢ | will have married your wife, and | will have spent all your
economiile pO©nn atunci savings by then.

327.
De cine ¢€lriedveeaii pcuit ea ascunld Whom did you think you could hide your compasses from
Vel cumpnra de | a vrnAnjitoar e after you had bought them from the bad witch?
Nu [tiemifaolhiodit ca sn desene Did you not know t hat she had used them to draw the map
atunci c¢c©nd va plorgnséasdmup she would follow when she set out to find the prince who
a Ccrezut eh pae omair Qtada eliberaga had thought he had killed the witch when he had freed the
pe | ebnda de care era ndr ncg swan he was in love with?
Nu -afidat prin minte ch nu es Has it never occurred to you that the bad witch need not ask
sn nNtrebe pe ni meni unde p anyone where you could be found, because she would see
oriunde te-ai duce? you wherever you might go?
Nu-T i dadusel i seama poG©nn atu Had you not realized before that the witch knew ev erything,
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te va cruTa, dacnhn vei ascun and she would not spare you if you hid the compasses,
|l mai foloseascn | a desenat hoping that she would never use them to draw maps again?
Cum da&i Tinchipuit c¢n hbunindepguo How could you imagine that the witch did not know from
ch tu el tai “cneslurcaatr ecusl ebnda? the very beginning that it had been you who had married the
swan?
328.

AA cui periuTn credeai cn < 0 Whose t oot hthinkyeuhverelusidg wheo the
el efantul-aacasmebat teine eit el ephant came home and aske:q
AM-am “ntrebat a culi periuTn 0l wondered whose toothbrust
pentru gura mea. for my mouth. o
i Cui ai cerescuze, éaar c s pluiraeis cnre c | oOWhom would you apologi ze t
elefant? had upset the elephant ?6
ABAnuiesc c¢cn ar trebui-listébce 0l guess | ihacgrbtakertawd agk bim what the
alteaptn elefantul de |l a mir el ephant expects me to do. 6
fiDacnarTicer e e-l eflaunstturlui s h tli ol f the el ephant a tugketd chgeohm

binedispui, i-ai face pe plac, ori ta i S puna fost

up, would you humour him, or would you tell him that you

niciodatn servitorul nNi mAnui had never been anybodyods sel
AN-am mai vnhzut el efant care ol have never met a talking
Dacnh el efantul cu pricina-i I f this el ephant can really
|l ustruiesc col Tili

AVa trebui sh te foloselt:i oYou wi ||l have to use a | ac
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“nnal Ti me. afraid of heights. o
i L-a i put ea pamte re mid edi di-a 0l could have the elephant |
putea sn trebuiascn sn fiu | to be blindfolded. o
ACOtn vreme ai sn stai "~ n ce oHow | ong will you be | i?wWi n
APoat eocsnnpl eco ps@n nmnc ed ena a ol may not | eave til!]l he ki«

Mai bine te-a i duce acasn, | ai-ans You had better go home and tell my family that | have found
gnsit col egul de camernh ide my ideal roommate, and | may even bring them ivory when
Thapoiere. |l go back home. 0

AiFildel ai vrut de |l a bun 1 olt was i vory t hthetverybeginningavhen e

teeai prefsmdutr nadPctia , al a

you came here and pretended you had lost you way, was it
not 26

fcntotdeauna am vrut sn fiu

ol have al want ed to k

working hard.

ways

Nu da de [ tir-evremulceofl dntul ui ¢ Do not let the elephant know | am after his tusks.

Poate sn facn o chndere nervc He may have a nervous break:i
329.

Del finul al bastru va fi pl e The blue dolphin will have left the reservation by the time

foca acolo. the seal gets there.

Va fi notat de doun zile at He will have been swimming for two days when she

telephones him.
Dacnhn-l huva |l ua mobil ul -i cauputeal If he does not take his cell phone with him, he will not even
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spune c¢cn paatsea llauduicu rchiri

be able to tell her that she can rent his house till he comes
back.

The sealhas been abroad: she has been living in the Pacific
for the last five years.

Foca a fost “'n strninnt at e:
Tncoace.
Sa nnscut l a Fishermands Wha

She was born on Fisher manodos

A crescut sub podul Gol den
facultat earazl ©ngn Al

She was brought up under Golden Gate Bridge, and has gone
to school and college near Alcatraz.

Intotdeaunas-a consi der at ameri can

She has always thought of herself as American.

Dacnrarn f i di vor Tat de t ©npona
jumnt ate de an “"nainte sn se
| ©ngn San Francisco.

If she had not divorced the young shark who had courted her
for half a year before they got married, she would still be
living near San Francisco.

A avut sentiebotel sonpl ece She felt she had to leave when the shark started dating motor

rechi#iial dem “~nt©l niri cu bni boats.

Se lua |l a "ntrecere cu ele g He would race them to the nearest bridge, and then ask them

l e invita “n oral. out.

Nicinu-i dAdu prin cap cnhA turil It never occurred to him that the tourists in those boats were
terrified.

Candfocana mai putut snAn “ndur e, When the seal could not take it any longer, she filed for

spre Mediterana. divorce, and swam to the Mediterranean.

Nndnjduia ¢cn o sn cunoascn She hoped she would meet a blue dolphin and live happily

fericitn cu el pO©nn | a adam: with him ever after, but, as | have just told you, the blue

spus, del finul al bastru va dolphin will have left before she reaches Sicily, and, if she

Sicilia, i, dacn foca crede thinks she will have m arried him by the time she is too old to
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fiprea bAntr©nn ca sn mai aibn have children, she could not be more wrong.
330.
Se spune c¢cn iepurele de ¢c©Om The hare is said to cut and sew his own ties.
cravatele.
Poartn cravangegetco©ndl acr e: He has worn a tie since he started working for the post office.
Ori de c¢c©te ori “| “ntreabn Whenever a colleague asks him whether he would have worn
dacn ar fi t r ni tlea, ‘iepurele elea camp a tie if he had lived in the 17th century, the hare will always
rnspunde mer eu c¢h aintr-owreraeacans reply he wishes he did not live at a time when people hunt
oamenii v©Oneazn iepur.i de pl hares for fun.
Nusepoate “nchipui pe sine f He cannot imagine himself running away from hunters and
cravata in vant. greyhounds, with his tie in the wind.
Decandsa nnscut, a vrut nt ot d Ever since he was born, he has always wanted to be
fiind, Tnainte de t oat e, [ mot i vul p respected, which is also the reason why he started wearing a
poarte cravath. tie in the first place.
Precisisa spus c¢ch trebuie sn ar He must have been told he must look like a gentleman.
Dacnrarlicomanda cravateare §$ial If he had his ties sent from Florence, he would not feel at ease.
largul lui.
FAcut ul cravatelor este pas Making his own ties has been his hobby for quite a while

vreme Thcoace

now.

Dacln vezi vreodatn
dacA Snt ©O©mpl at

f A-IFinirebicpe lacv
ceva rnu.

If you ever see him without a tie, you should ask him at once
if anything bad has happened.
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Poate i sau terminat morcovii, ori i -a crescut coada prea

He may have run out of carrots, or his tail may have grown

l ungn. very long.
Utel c¢ch vine cu o coadn | ung! There he comes, with a long, red tail, and without a tie.
E cu putinfTnisantaj at vul poa Can the vixen have blackmailed him into marrying her in this
acest costum? costume?

331.
iNu poTi -unthatéhtde cinci ¢ OYou cannot fiveratdr Roteliimrdgea a
Precis au sn te opreascn | a They are sure to stop you al
AAst a nseamnnimic nd a u ewnu i ceo sstr 0That means | must have a s
Oricum, frAmibimai [spwmmue tu ce Anyway, stop telling me what | can and what | cannot do,
fac. will you!
Ma i b -ai vezlea Té treaba ta. You had better mind your owl
iVreiTismMau costumul meu bl e o0Shal l | g i v-lue gud for tanight?n a v y
Poate te incape. 't may fit you. o
iTe pomenelti cn est a puatatsla olt would not be the suit vy
"nmor mOnt are snpthinmdGna trect would it?6¢6
fiCeTi pasn? 0So what ?
Crede-mn , precis @l mai bun costum din sat. I can tell you, it certainln
AAl  vr e dfipsrfat lancimitir. 0l wish you had not worn it
Poate fi semn -lporhanuntafanduimea.m ¢ tmaybebad omen if | wear it a
AFaptudamcpulrtat | a o ~nmorm oMy wearing it at a funer al
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urme.
Vr e il adscrjos? Shal l |l bring it downstairs’
i Cand l-am intrebatpef i nu |l meu ce SNh-a 0 When I asked my godson wh
vrut sn spunn wedding, he would not say. o
AfSe vede cnhn a ocolit sn vorhb OHe must have avoided talKki
ch se temea chA ai putealiflcan feared you might starve for a week in order to buy a suit like
un costum ca al meu. mine. o0
AA cui nmor mGnt are ziceai ¢ OWhose funeral did you say i
Putea fi cineva pe care-l [ tiu? Can it have been anyone | ki
i Nu tocmai. oONot really.
Era bancherul f-antUmprumunuat 't was your godsonds bankeit
cOteva milioan® d&e maiir e,e alirin million pounds, and who will never claim it back now.
Poate cn finul tnAau ~Ti dn 1 Your godson might give you
AOK. Am sn iau costumul 0 OK. Il will take the suit. o

332.

fiN-ai vrea sn faipa'rnltirneeb aats pd ui o0Dondt you wish you had ask
"1 "mprumuTi ? belonged to before you borrowed it?
Dacn cumva a fost folosit s Suppose it had been used to
i Pr opuhi igdié dentru tine. 0l suggest that you should |

Oricum,n-a r trebui sh fii | a

Should you not be at the barn, anyway?

Mai bine te-a i grnbi, dacn nu

You had better hurry, unless youwanttobe puni s hec
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AUrma sn fi dus gr ©Oul la m ol was to have taken the wh
ur meazn sn mudrg puatcemg dri fsi thinks | am to milk the cow, and it might be dangerous to
contrazic. contradict him.
Dacn cumva mn concediazn? Suppose he fired me! o
ADacsars nt ©mpl a sh te conce olf he should fire you, you
cu aspiratorul la mine.
Ai vrea? Woul d you?bé
A Numaiestenevoi e sSA muncesc pen 0l need not work for anyone
Am str©ns destul ca sn ies | |l must have saved enough to
fi N-ai nevoie de un ban in plus? oDondt you need any extra mi
Nu vei avea prea mult de muncit. You wi ||l not have to work hi
AiDacnhn ar fi dalpno thicinel,i pau. m ol f it were up to you, | wol
Ai vrea sn fiu sclavul tAu, You wish | were your sl ave,
AAl vrea ca un Ilnmeifiedil. ca ti ne Ol wish a lazy bones |ike vy
Ni ci mama ta nu vrea sn dea Your mother will not vacuum, either.
E o trAasnturnhn de familie. It runs in the family.
N-ar fi mami bgmeesson al-Tin «eaoc Had | not better find another home and give you the vacuum
aspiratorul? cleaner ?6
333.

Cu cOt altepta mai muitdeda n
reparat, cu at©t crelteau pr

The longer Mr Steering-Wheel, the driver, waited to have his
car repaired, the higher the prices were.
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Dacnhn ar f i -afrosfti bcougreptA,r alti al

Had he been a rich man, he would have bought another
truck.

DachA ar-al t idec fdmcd imgrdmut niciun ban
pentru reparaTii, cu sigurar

If he knew you were never going to lend him any money for
repairs, he would certainly sell the old truck.

lcam explicat «c¢ncnhmacia bpionret oacra

| explained to him that he had better unload the Spanish

le-a r da pe gratis cOt poat e oranges and give them away as soon as he could, or he would
pl hteascn i mpozit pe nchrcrtr be made to pay taxes for that cargo.

Toatn | umea ar vrea ca dl Vc Everyone wishes Mr Steering-Wheel found a solution.

Nu se poate ni melnii fadlt ®pe asla He can hardly be expected to use his wages to have his truck
dea camionul | a raepasat pl pudin repaired, as he has not been paid for two months and a half.

i jumntate.

Loferul a vAzut toatn | umea The driver has seen the whole world in his truck so far, but

col tigat at©t de-l pupmaitmibfam

has made so little money that he cannot afford buying

alt camion. another truck.

Pe de altn parte, vechiul I On the other hand, his old truck is not really worth keeping,
dacn nu vrea sn dea faliment unless he wants to go bankrupt.

De-ar f i ca dI Vol an sn | ase Were Mr Steering-Wheel to leave the truck where it is, and
fugn cu iPubita Jaui pditmacemi elope with his childhood sweetheart, he might be fined for
pentru parcare ilegaln. illegal parking.

Dac#ari putrezi portocal el-lajuté
cinevd sremorcheze camionul,
aerul.

If his oranges rotted while he was waiting for someone to
help him have his truck towed, he would be fined for
polluting the air.

N-are dec©t o soluTie, 1|i -am

He only has one way out, and that is to drink the potion |
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dat-o, |i sn se facn invizibil gave him, and become invisible.
Dach ai sh vezi vreodatn wun If you ever see a truck speeding without anyone behind its
volan, ai snA [ tii al cui e. wheel, you will know whose it is.
334.
ACine a fost cel mai sl ab st oWho was the worst student i
ACu cOt mh gO©ndesc mai mu | t 0The harder |1 think, the | e:
puTin.
Dar astaesteceanai mi ch di ntre prob But this is the |l east of my
AAcum, -&nidliit o] noun cart ONow that your | atest book
probleme? talking about troubl es?06
AAmM doi p r i-a@ teetat amanddi cu nsne: primul o0l have two friends, and t h
este fostul meu soT, iar al former is my former husband, and the latter is your eldest
brother.

Ni ci nu vor snAmeet ea de vorbr They will not even talk to
A Fratele meu cel mare ta cerut surorii tale celei mari 0 My el dest brother asked vy
infforma T i i suplimentare privini information concerning your career.
Sfispundesprecevat r ata ur miator ul t Shall I tell him what your 1
ANu-mi pot permite sn afle el 0l cannot have arhwriting & lbokvwabott his -
amor oashn, sau, ori cum, nu ° love life, or, anyway, not before | have moved farther away
cartierul vostru. from your district. 6
ACe poate el face, " n cel meé oOoWhat can he do if the wor si
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iPoate spune tuturor c¢cnhA amna

everyone | gr at

DI Ridiche, zarzavagiul, n-ar vi nde | egume Mr Radish, the greengrocer, would not be selling vegetables
fost numit ministrul agriculturii. if he knew he had been appointed Minister of Agriculture.
L-am "~ ntrebat i eri ce ar f a | asked him yesterday what he would do if he became an
important peste noapte. important person overnight.

A rAanspuars cmbirit a aaflanci c©nd He answered he would get drunk when he found out.
Apoi ar cumpAra o camsnAcant i a Then he would buy a seven-room house in a fashionable
[ i -arisdhimba numele. district, and would change his name.

Sartrezidinsomn at unc.i cO©nd are pc He would wake up when he pleased.

N-ar face nimic cO©t @steeunieu He would do nothing all day long, and have all the others
ceilalTi sA munceaschn pentr.t work for him.

MA " ntrebg©medas®e fdacn aadevr | wonder what he is going to do now, that he really is an
persoann importantn “n stat important person in the state.

Mrs Radish may want her clothes sent from Paris.

Poate ch dna Ri-dichacio kai ve
Precis dra Ridiche 0o sh se t

Miss Radish is sure to have her hair cut in Munich from now
on.

Poate ram avut dreptate atunci
munceascn mult dacn o sn fie

| may have been wrong when | thought he would work hard
if he was appointed minister.

Habarn-am ce va spuhesgaoancamtee
la radio despre numirea lui.

| have no idea what he will do if I tell him | have just heard
about his appointment on the radio.
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O fi l'tiind deja? Can he already know?
Iso f i spus deja cn va fi tr Can he already have been told that he will be sent to another
village every day?
DachA ar | ti ce n mimsa&ruhagricultdrie If he knew what being a Minister of Agriculture really meant,
poate ar prefera sn voOndn | e he might prefer selling vegetables.
336.

DI Preludi u, dirijorul, a f Mr Prelude, the conductor, was made fun of by a wizard

cand aimplinit patruzeci de ani.

when the former turned forty.

Sa “"nt©Ompl at

ela awrdmj iftrnorrnul s r

The wizard happened to overhear the conductor say that he

cum spune c¢ch nu a putut nici had never been able to believe in magic.
Pentru el nu existn decOt r ¢ For him reality was all there was.
Pe cand dl Preludiu dirija orchestra din Kéln intr -o s e As Mr Prelude was conducting the Cologne orchestra one

vrAjitorwml mOnnpuwuie ipropul a night, the wizard placed his own magic wand in the

vrAajitn. conductords hand.

Din “"nt©mpl are, orchestra ir The orchestra happened to be playing a piano concert by
dirijorul trebunaa. sn dea mul Mozart, and the conductor had to move his hands a lot.

Or i de cOte ori i “ndrep Whenever he pointed the wand at a member of the orchestra,
orchestrei, acesta dispnrea the latter would vanish into thin air.

Pri mul care a dispnrut a foc The first to go was the piano player.

Continun sn cO©nte, dar nu me He went on playing, but could no longer be seen.

Cl apel e pianul ui se milcau, The piano keys would move, but the audience could see

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

iy r\N‘d\

%,
’/C'and\*e’

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

L4

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

306

mainile pianistului, nici restul trupului.

neither the piano playeros |

De abia arntn dlI PhAneludaoest

No sooner had Mr Prelude pointed at the drummer than the
latter disappeared, too.

Nu dupn multn vr eme, rnmas ¢

instrumentele 1l ascultau, plutind in aer.

Before long, he was left alone on the stage, and onlythe
instruments obeyed his commands, floating in the air.

¢l i zise cn -pir ewdmsn al eurittialte ls He told himself he must have forgotten to put on his contact
lenses.

Publicul aplaudn. The audience clapped their hands.

Se" ntoar se, floi ssaad At rgeoail A.ntr He turned round, and found himself in an empty hall.

Dirijorul se crede de atunc The conductor has believed himself to be the last man on

Ph mOnt . Earth ever since.

Aresenti mentul @n tmuami ca pleuit « He feels his music has sent everyone straight to Heaven.
337.

DI Cotl et, bucntarul, ncer Mr Steak, the cook, had been trying for days to invent a meal

fel de mPnmaltdumédascn BenpoOI that would please all his mi

VI atunci cO©nd vor veni S Or Saturday night.

Se vede ¢cn a pus toate miroc He must have mixed all the spices in his sauce.

Acum, c¢c©O©Ond se uwatnnt @mploat | ¢ Now, when he looks back on what happened, he wishes he

folosit dec©t pAtrunjel Ti r had only used parsley and dill.

Dupn ce terminn-lsogsusslt,e,t ridb When he had finished the sauce, he should have tasted it, and

fAacut, dar el presdpypses ecipua he would have known what he had done, but he assumed it
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pe masn. was delicious, and just placed it on the table.
Pri mul musafir care se ser.y The first guest who helped himself to the sauce turned
focului, [i fptaldus “n grabhn crimson red, and was rushed to hospital.
St npO©nul dl ui Cotl et ascun-s Mr Steakds master c ar effidgd, ang
spuse bucnAntarului sA nu se ¢ told the cook he must not touch it.
Ssn fi ltiut bucnhAtarul ce va Had the cook known what his master would do later on, he
vaAr sat sosul “n chiuvetn. would have poured his sauce down the sink.
St npO©n WClotdledi nu putea gnsi Mr Steakds master could not
sosul bucnhntidar dlawin maevsarst a s making his wife move out thi
Acum este cel maiorealli.gi bi | He is now the most eligible widower in town.
338.
DI Bisturiu, chirurgul, se ~ Mr Scalpel, the surgeon, was wondering whom the short-
surorii de spital, care era legged, bosseyed nurse would be introduced to.
Era convi ms “cnid rsnogroas tsi a4 aa@r é He felt positive that the nurse had fallen in love with him
va putea niciodatn snh iubeac when she had first laid eyes on him, and she would never be
able to love anyone else.

Dacarharl ifi nchipuit sora c¢n Had the nurse imagined how much the surgeon disliked her,
poate plnnuia snAn se rnzbune, she might have planned to take revenge, but she did not

suspect anything.

Se intreba adesea de ce-e fi insurat chirurgul Thainte s -0
cunoascn pe ea.

She often wondered why the surgeon had got married before
he had met her.
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Nu trebuia sn se grnbeasch. He should not have hurried.
Liar fi putut petrece viaTa They could have spent their lives together.
Dacnh ar fi “mpnAarTit adeeailtie If they had shared the same house, she could have cooked for
fiecare zi. him every day.
Sar f i “ngrnlat at ©t de aramie He would have put on so much weight during the first few
fi putut opera. years that he would no longer have been able to operate.
cond, “n cele din uchnrgul n-ol i: When she finally realized that the surgeon would not file for
intenteze divorT poO©nnAn ce nt divorce until she did something drastic, the nurse announced
anunTn ch i se va face cunlc she would be introduced to a young man whom nobody in
cunoalte nimeni din spital the hospital knew.
O sh se mAarite Ii o snA aibhn She would get married, and have a house full of children.
Din pncat e, acel t ©heir mal iarnv Unfortunately that young man had a car accident, and Mr
Bisturiu “| opereazn chiar ¢ Scalpel is operating on him as we speak.
Sora este “n stare de [oc. The nurse is in shock.
De-ar f i shn [tie Ehibarglu|l ¢ If the surgeon were to know who the man is, she wonders,
oarei-ar mai salva viaTa? would he save his life?
E "ngrozitn de go©ndul cn pr She is scared to death by the thoughtthat the surgeon would
poat e-lsaleezes n probably do his best to save him.

339.

DI Al eger i, politicianul, a Mr Election, the politician, demanded that he should be paid
bani dacn va fi ales primar. more money if he was elected mayor.
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A decl aratarcn,ntdCmpnl as sn aud He declared that, if anyone should hear how small his salary
salariul lwui, ar fi batjocor was, the whole town would be mocked at.
Nu voia sn mneat urnicsueta socrm pconl He would not confess he had only become a politician
ch voia sA cO©ltige mult i r because he wanted to make much money fast.
Nuvoiasiecl are €cnpabBdai cruse | He would not declare that he could not care less what

ori ce vor locuitorii lui.

happened to the town or what its inhabitants wanted.

¢cli ascundea indiferenTa, ca He was hiding his indifference lest everybody should change
[ inh ssoteze cu rivalul [ ui their minds and vote for his rival instead.
DI Al egeri ftia oeOnrebpie Mr Election knew that he must charm all the citizens with his
di scursuri, pentru ca acelt speeches, so that they might think him to be the ideal
ideal. candidate.
Se Itia cn Tine discursuri ¢ He was known to make short speeches and lots of promises.
Dacn ar fi f oanr fmai pbtogtat ¢ u If he had been richer, he could have bought a place in
parlament. Parliament.
Dacn era mai inteligent, poe If he had been smarter, he might even have lecome president
TArii of the country.
Cum nu este nici bogat, nici As he is neither rich, nor smart, he hopes you are no better,
l a f el cla edvtaTi. o sn and will vote for him.

340.
Dac-ATintreba pe norul “n for If you asked the heart-shaped cloud where he was going, he
rispunde cnhn “ i cautn marea would answer that he was looking for the love of his life.
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Visa | a ea atunci ¢ teau dilnie rasame He would dream of her when he was a little cloud, and he
despre balauri-nor i [ i-nop.ri nTese was daily read to tales about cloud-dragons and cloud-

princesses.
Nor ul nostru tocmai absol Aii Our cloud had just graduated from college, and was trying
ghseaslcutj bn ca administrator to find a job as rain administrator.
Pe vremur.i visa c¢cn va aduce He used to dream that he would bring snow to children who
alteapt wasfi pe Mol CrnAaciun. looked forward to seeing Santa Claus.
Dacnh ar fi “nvaAaTat mai mul t, Had he studied harder, he would have graduated from the
era un |l enalndeca®nd s department of snow, but he had been a lazybones ever since

he had been born.
Mama | ui fusese o pndovéaTdbe His mother had been a forest in the Alps, who had taught
[ -i explicase cn o snhA vadn |1 him how to fly, and had explained to him that he would see

the whole world if he was smart.
Tot ce trebuie shn facn este All he had to do was ride the wind.
cond “mplini dounzeci I1i doi When he turned twenty -two, the cloud made friends with a
bri zn de -lduaeaunde-i poftea ki inima. summer breeze, who would take him everywhere his heart

desired.
Ea i reamintea mereu Sh evi She would always remind him to avoid getting angry, since,

nnegreite, o sn daéa.facn pl ¢ if he grew darker, he would fall down as rain.

A “ncercat sA TBiprumemiemt,e [de He tried to remember what she told him, and, if he had tried

norul nu ar curge peste voi acum.

hard enough, the cloud would not be falling over you now.

T

oOC mai

a

afl at cine

e

ste iut

He has just found out who the love of his life is.

A

f ost

“"ndrngostit

de

buicar

He has been in love with the breeze all along, but they have
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acum este mai mult ploaie decat nor, iar briza nu |-ar mai

argued, and now he is more rain than cloud, so the breeze

put ea r ecuamroafiit es;A dsee “~ntoar could never recognize him if she were to come back.

341.
L-am “"ntrebat unde a | Asat bi | asked him where he had left the bicycle whose wheels had
in veacul al XVIII -lea. been made in the 18th century.
RAspunsaerennevoie de ea i c He replied he did not need it, so he had given it away.
L-am “ntrebat daeceat dnaut fatcieea cb | asked him if he did not know that | had been given that old
atunci cOnd am "~ mplinit -odoneze bicycle on my tenth birthday, and | was going to donate it to
pentru British Museum. the British Museum.
Se "ntrebnadepuwse mai idemul t He wondered why he had not been told earlier what a
bicicleta aceea. precious object that bicycle was.
Ar fi trebuit sn itie ch He should have known that one must take care of the things
Tmprumutate. one borrows.
Sau cel pumfmn putelme sdacn arm Or at least he might have asked me if | needed the bike.
Al putea-l panessgaadé, gOadn mA | could have him arrested if | thought the police would find
mi gnseasch bicicleta. my bike.
Or i cum, ma i bine ar pl eca-md Anyway, he had better leave my house before | lose my
ies din fire. temper.
Al prefera sn nlui fpettomsacn n: | would rather he had never been invited to spend the

snpt nmOnn.

weekend here.

MA privelteardefipafricchutn ni mi c

He is looking at me as if he had done nothing wrong, and |
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cA fac sn se simth vinovat. were to blame for making him feel guilty.
Preci s c mareoda melthnnu mai sunt au mers pe People who died long ago must have ridden that bicycle to
bicicleta aceea |l a lucru, | ¢ work, to church, to some date in the grove.
Al vrea snA pot [i eu sA mer ¢ | wish | could ride it today.
Urma sn fi mers | aaos@afica@r | was to have gone to town, but my car has just broken down.
Se pare c¢ch va trebui snAn mn ¢ It seems | may have to walk now.
N-ar fi chi adaad aalidef ir Aaum, d It would not be that bad if | were a human being, but | have
veac I|i mai bine. been a ghost for a century now.

342.
Credeam ch o sn vinn dupn ce | thought he would come when he had finished writing the
T altept tecmaior &, tnelaesfpounnar short story, and | have been waiting for him for an hour, but
crede ¢cn va putea ajunge. he has just phoned to tell me he does not think he will be able
to make it.

Pe vremur.i detestam oameni i | used to hate people who did not keep their word and made
fac sn altept dafeabaea abtckt me wait in vain, as if | had nothing better to do than wait for
fAcut die c ®ft t espit pe ei ,-o d&pot them, but it seems | will never be able to change him, because
schimba, pentru cn a fost ec he has been brought up to show no respect to anyone.
Dacnhn era fsipwlhemew,cn” inu se f If he had been my son, | should have told him that it did not
cu cei ma i " n vl@unasdt personall @eracest do to be i mpol i ttddothatevenrkeo® this ¢
scriitor, ala cnA nu cred chnh writer personally, so | do not think he will listen to what |

have to say.
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Candficameam-a Ti nut sn al t e@z,i-ame When my daughter kept me waiting for ten minutes one day,
Spus c¢cn nu mai vede 1dwarmsin de | told her she would see no more money from me unless she
vinn | a itédlnmp | a o learnt to come to an appointment on time.
Ar fi i nwtli la medna cnfil al p @ ma dau | It would be useless if | threatened this writer | would give
bani, pent rnincepuinud e alia emypt n. him no more money, because he does not expect any to begin

with.
Al putieaspsuin -icrharad srfmate chnr | could tell him that I will burn all his books, or write a bad
recenzie proastn tdasSupplemesntl review about him in the Times Literary Supplement.
Orice alaniaicreosinti o jumAtat e Whatever | may do, | have wasted half an hour of my life.
343.

Pisica aurie visa de | uni d The golden cat had been dreaming of a walk down a narrow
“"ngustn din Lisabona “n i éF¥ street in Lisbon at midnight for months when she was
cunoltinTA cu cotoiul chior. introduced to the one-eyed tomcat.
Se [tia cnhn acest a -aspus @meRi pigcin He was known to be a womanizer, but nobody told the
aur il cnhn ar trebui sh aibn ¢ golden cat that she should be careful around him.
Cotoiul aintrebat-o dach ar vrea sh a The tomcat asked her if she would accept to join him for a
cinn romanticn | a cel ma i bt romantic supper at the best restaurant in town.
Dacn ar fi "ntrebat pisica ¢ If the golden cat had asked what they would eat there, in case
intr-a d e v far duce cu el, na r fi “ndr nz-n she did go with him, the tomcat would never have dared tell
spunn adevninrul her the truth.
Mereu ducea pisici tinere | He would always take young and impressionable cats for a
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romanticnhn acolo, | e punea un romantic supper there, he would put a sedative in their
coada. drink, and then he would cut off their tail.
Se pare c¢cn pisica aurie avu The golden cat seems to have had a premonition.
Lia mGnecat cotl etula @y@nboar e She ate her mouse steak, but she thought she need not drink
nevoie SNA beaiestdseejci,, ddaicn -fheu anything unless she was thirsty, and, luckily, she was not
sete toatn sear a. thirsty all night.
sn fi ltiut ea cn | ur mnr e Had she known the police were following the one -eyed
chior,i-ar fi fost ruline sn fie tomcat closely, she would have been ashamed to be seer
going out with him.
De abia se ridicarn de | a me No sooner had they left their table than three policemen
deghizaTi “"n cerietori disguised as beggars surrounded them.
Nu numai <c¢cn pisica auwriltkrime Not only did the golden cat insist that the tomcat should feed
cei trei pol i Tilti, dar i | the three policemen, but she also invited them to come to her
laptecu prnjiturel e. house for milk and cookies.

Cotoiul chior nu putu fi prins asupra faptului in seara aceea.

The one-eyed tomcat could not be caught red-handed that
night.

De fapt, n-a mai fost pr i n s-aidsarat @w
pi sica aur i easchimbatrdudinhiteu n c i <
Mi-am “nchipuit ch vei u i -miavezid
privighetoarea, I[4i mpl aafes

344.

Actually, he has never been caught at all, because he married
the golden cat, and hasbecome a much better person since.

| imagined that you would forget about the peacock when
you saw my nightingale, and especially if you liked what it
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acum mi dau-osesamannc famm Ting sang, but now | realize you will never forgive me for allowing
panunul ui sn plece "n croazi e the peacock to go on a cruise.
Am crezut c¢cn va fi masa f eri | thought the peacock would be happier if | sent him o ff to
vadn l umea | a care a visat see the world he had always dreamt of, but | understand |
probabil am greiit, Ti nu -rir must have been wrong, and | would not have made such a
spuneaidecumm-am mutat | a tine ac mistake if you had told me as soon as | moved into your
pnhnun. house that you could not live without your peacock.
Trebui e sn -anentauin ovsncz uctn unn p n | must confess | have never seen a speaking peacock.
Aveam o vagn idee c¢cn pnhuni i | had a vague idea that peacocks had wonderfully coloured

din cand Tn cand sunete ciudate, care in antichitate au fost
I nterpretate drept semne de

tails, and would occasionally make strange noises, which in
ancient times had been interpreted as tokens of affection.

Ssn fi [ITtiut chA stai |l a sfat
o hotinm@ort andaf, fnul ms dtrimitde
acashn.

Had | known you conversed with your peacock whenever
you had to make a big decision, | would not have allowed
myself to be persuaded to send him away.

Tot ce pot snAn spun efestubit atunci
cO©nd pnhwn wlpumi, -aaDaan mm trim
"Ti scot ochii cu ciocul.®6

DI Vede-Tot, uliul, intreba pe cine-i i el ea ~ n-aw
furat ochelarii, [Ii c©nd va

345.

All I can say is | was simply taken aback when the peacock
told me, o0lf you do not seni

eyes out . o

Mr See-lt-All, the hawk, would ask whomever he met why
his glasses had been stolen, and when he would find out who
the thief was.
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Crezuse ch trnielte printr-ar faces
nimic ce i-ar putea duce la inchisoare.

He had believed he lived among honest citizens, who would
never do anything they could go to prison for.

Ltia en adu eptat ni memrs rfcrai |d
el sh ai bn nevoie de ochel ar

He knew nobody had expected him of all birds to need
glasses.

BAnuia cnh poate au angapgent r(
le fura mereu puii, pe care-i manca pe post de delicatese.

He suspected that the hens might have hired a hit man, as he
was always stealing their chickens, which he would eat as a
delicacy.

N-ar fi fost cu putinTn d4aue A hit man hired by hens could not p ossibly have killed him,
dar i zbuti de fawinderretpusgn nci o but it had obviously succeeded in rendering him powerless.
DIVede-Tot nu mai vedea pe ni me Mr See-1t-All could not see anyone clearly any more.

Ledea mbufnat pe o crachn tc

He would sit on a branch and mope all day.

Li mai “ntreba pe-t dTivecseeil-ie

sunt ochelarii.

He would also ask whomever came to cheer him up where
his glasses where.

Familia |lui era ato©t de "~ ngr His family were so worried about him that they brought a
psi hi adescoperescé are. psychiatrist to find out what was wrong with him.

Nu era nleivodeasfiamilia | ui C His family need not have bothered, as the hawk would not
nicin-a vrut sn stea de vorbn c even talk to the psychiatrist.

Dach o sn vedeTi vreodatn un If you ever see a moping hawk, the psychiatrist has just told

m-a spus sNn vnAn spun tuturor:

me to tell you all: do not approach him.

Areocndere nervoashn

He has a nervous breakdown.

Crede cn oricine se apropie

He thinks that whoever approaches him is a hit man.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

A

Ly

2 L
D

@,-/ e
CanaV

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

“n
4y r\N‘d\

il intrebasem pe gunoier cu cine era atunci cand neam

346.

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

317

| had asked the dustman whom he had been with when we

"nt ©l nit, dar acesta pnr erdcioc had met, but he looked tired and he would not answer any

intrebare. guestions.

cnTelesebl maicre” mpe cind spens | understood later on that he had nobody to rely on to keep

taina: a gnhnsit un colier de his secret: he had found a pearl necklace in the garbage.

Bijutierul la care-I duses-kewal usenz ei i The jeweller he had taken it to in order to have it appraised

sunt perle autentice, aparTi had confirmed that they were genuine pearls, which might
have belonged to the Queen.

Gunoierul lua adeseagunoiulde | a pal at ul The dustman would often collect the garbage of the Royal

cA poate bnAnui cineva cn el Palace, and he feared someone might suspect that it had beer
he who had found the necklace.

Dacharn f i fost c©inele |ui, If it had not been for his dog, who had sniffed and then

|l a grnhAnmada de -9 uitatgunoiggubmai atente barked at that heap of garbage till the dustman had looked

habarnravea c¢ch o sn dea de per| more closely, the dustman would have had no idea he would
find the pearls.

Nu [tia dacn sn -ose ndturceib el ad a He did not know whether he should go to the Queen, and ask

perlele. her if the pearls were hers.

Chiar “ncercn, ~ nsn |paaszenisoi i He did try, but the guards would not let him set foot in the

in palat. palace.

Cum era moOnios i umi | it gL Angry and humiliated as he was, the dustman sold the pearls

bogat, care nu vobea dec Ot arabacumi to a rich Arab, who could only speak Arabic, so he could not
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priceapn cui i aparTinuser: really understand whom the pearls had belonged to.
O sn | e gnseaschn nidntAarapall ul« The Interpol will find the pearls when the Arab crosses the
grani Ta Angliei. English border.

347.

Robotul chAlAreite pe mAturA The robot has been riding a broom for a quarter of an hour.
Crede foorsta pe vremur.i mntur He thinks it used to be a s
chl nreilte destul timp, | ve long enough, it will take him to Bill Gates.
Vreai ssipunn acestu-banpgtnn@n He wants to tell the man that on Thursday week he will have
funcTionat timp de da@iutnevaiéde been functioning for two and a half years, and he has never
repar aFnipiezept.On A needed repairs so far.
Sevedech a auzit pe cineva vor He must have heard someone talk about Microsoft.
Ar vrea sn se “ndrngosteasct He wishes a girl would fall in love with him.
¢l tot " ntreabn pe speciali: He keeps asking the computer engineer if he will ever have a
elvreodatn o familie, [ c Ot family, and how long he has to wait till it happens.
lucru se va intampla.
Dacn specialistul " n  robotul care | If the computer engineer suspected the robot had a heart,
I n i raal gonsirui o pereche? would he build a mate for him?
Dacn cumva cei doi “nt emei az:z Suppose the two of them started a family!
Ar fi cu putinThAn sA aibn cojg Would it be possible for them to have children?
De un an “ncoace, robot ul S | For a year now, the robot has hoped he will not have grown
p©nn ce se va “ndrngost. cir too old by the time someone falls in love with him .
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Asculth de toate comenzile He will obey all the comput«
nu cumva -aceéssfaasfi ~n bucnTe latter should take him to pieces.
Robotuluinui-a f ost ni cinwdrta.t n fric The robot has never been afraid of death.
Cea mai mare spaimn a | ui a His greatest fear has always been he may be declared out of

order.
Dacfars "nt©mpl a sn cadn dearfp If he should fall off that broom now, his fate would be sealed.
pecetl uitn.
Cu certitudine ar fi folosit pentru piese. He would undoubtedly to be used as spare parts.
cCond v A cumpiArati un moden When you buy a modem or a mouse for your computer, think
cal cul at e, | @O rsdiir Trtarruda var @ilp @ of the poor robot, who may have owned those parts during
poate acele piese pe timpul his short, unhappy life.

348.

DraArie, soprana, se “ntreba c¢©On Miss Aria, the soprano, was wondering when she would be
Variovia, ori dacn va fi Y hired by Warsaw opera, or if she would be invited to sing

there.
c | "ntdiebec tpeer , cCu care toc She asked the director, whom she had just been introduced
dacna ispus cn ea a absolvit to, if he had been told that she had graduated in Lisbon.
Nndnjduia c¢cn dir ect moteua avuy, dar She hoped the director would want to know what her grades
acesta nu pnru deloc interes:c had been, but he did not seem interested in talking about her

at all.
Dupn ce “ncercn o Vreme sea After she had tried for a while to talk to him on various
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mprejurnAnri | i nu reuli, so occasions and she had failed, the soprano realized it was
viemea snh renunTe |l a cOntat. about time she gave up singing.
ParinTi.i T explicarn c¢cn po Her parents explained to her that she could study to become
bursn, dacn chiar va vrea st a stockbroker, if she really wanted to earn a lot of money.
Ci propusern sinveresidiuatel laet They suggested that she should go to a Latvian university.
Cond se va “ntoarce clui opadrin When she returned with a degree, she could start her own
afacere a ei, dacnhn va reuli business, if she managed to find enough clients.
Se spunea cnh dra Arie Itie m Miss Aria was said to know quite a number of languages, so
sn studieze “"n Letoni a. she did not find it hard to study in Latvia.
Dupnabsol vi , se “ndrnAngost.i When she had graduated, she fell in love with a banker, and
acolo. settled there.
De abia se ciAnshAntorirn, c¢cn ba Hardly had they got married when the banker bought an
ala cn soprana c©nthn dejoa gde opera house, so the soprano has been singing for ten years
de bani vanzand bilete. now, and her husband has been making a lot of money

selling tickets.
349.
Cand Luvrulafost " ncui at asearn, Mon When the Louvre was locked last night, Mona Lisa was there
all right.

Fusese vnzutnhn toatn ziua de She had been seen by visitors all day.
Nu-l i nchipuia nimeni cn poa Nobody even imagined she might want to be any other place.
Azi di mineaTn, disphAruse “n This morning, she had vanished mysteriously.
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P©nza er a a c-painte, ne se sdhimbasaaidiun
detaliu.

Her canvas was there as it hadalways been, not one detalil
had been changed.

Dacfa !l ictisit
strada Mouffetard.

s n-a @ius la plimbaie yda

If she got bored of being stared at, she may have gone for a
walk down rue Mouffetard.

Se vVvedae scmt Bmdalul eidtadienesc.

She must have had enough of her Italian background.

Poate a vrut sn evadeze din
autobuzul, calculatorul.

She may have wanted to escape her century, and try the
telephone, the bus, the computer.

Se vede cn se uita de o bunhn
vorbesc la mobil.

She must have been watching visitors talking on cell phones
for some time.

Trebuia s-0 ntrebe cineva dacn v

Someone should have asked her if she wanted to go
sightseeing.

S-a schimbat mult lumeadecdandssa nnscut ea.

The world has changed so much since she was born.

¢cili privelte sala de muzeu ¢

She has been watching her hall in the museum for quite a
number of years.

cntrucOot nu are ni meni dr e
trebuie ch Mona Lisa se si mt

Since no one can go near the painting, Mona Lisa must have
felt very lonely for a very long time.

Poate sa ndrngostit ede wmrei dte
zZi, alezat pe podea “n faTa

She may have fallen in love with a handsome painter, who
draws daily, seated on the floor in front of her.

Poatesa nnscut din nou Leonard

Leonardo da Vinci may have been born again, and the two

mpreunn, “n sforiit may have eloped, at long last.
Dach o sh vedeTi un bnrbos If you see a bearded man with a woman without eyebrows
strhnzile Parisului, anunTafTi down the streets of Paris, let the police know.
Sau, mai bii nceu, advuicoenTuil pe o On second thought, fly them to some Mediterranean island,
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| i l-inssaflfifie fericiTi acol o. and let them be happy there.
350.
Candm-amh ot Ar ©t c¢cnAn Vvr eau s riaveain When | decided | wanted to visit Africa, | had no idea
ch va tmiebpéeat rsaic acol o toath whatsoever that | would have to spend my entire life there.
Eram un dul gher matah “n oral | was a good carpenter in my native town.
Al fi putut merge | a faculkni. | could have gone to college if | had had any intention of
desnvOoriesc educaTia. improving my education.
Mi-a pl Acut “nt ot dseuanutn ac oi nsvtior | have always liked history, and | am positive that | would
devenit un istoric excelent. have made an excellent historian.
Nu este palpitant sn studi ez: Is it not captivating to study about people who died long
mu | t nainte shA te nalti? before one was born?

Cand aveam doisprezecetreisprezece ani, tata cerea mereu
sA dau de [-mirteedmipmamel ecTi

When | was in my early teens, my father would always
demand that | should repor t to him when | had done all my
homework.

MA verifica tot timpul, pen- He would constantly check on me, because he was afraid |

 coaln, ceea ce am | fAacut might drop out of school, whi ch | did as soon as he left for
Africa.

Am crescut cu teama cn poate | grew up fearing he might come back and find me a

de dulgher. carpenterds apprentice.

Nu s-a mai intors din ziua cand a plecat.

He has neverreturned since the day he left.

Cand am implinit treizecideanim-am g©ndi t c1

When | turned thirty, | thought it would be a good idea to
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bunni sfhnac o vizitn “n Africa visit him in Africa.
D a ¢ n-mirimprumuta cumnatul meu banii de avi on p If my brother -in-law had not lent me the money to fly there,
acolo, afl fi [Ti acum “n oral | would still be in my native town.
De abia cobor®©i din avion c¢fr No sooner had | stepped off the plane than two bodyguards
[ mh dusern “n jungln. grabbed me and took me to the jungle.
Am fost pus sn “ngenunchez | was made to kneel in front of my father, who seemed to be
feful 1or. their chief.

Nu vorbea decéat pe limba lor.

He would speak nothing but their language.

Am trnit ca s-ol aviwla Idwei amzd
nernbdare sn fiu salvat.

| have lived as his slave to this day, and | am looking forward
to being rescued.

Dacnhn se “ntoOmpln sn ilgtdmeuTniea, :

If you should find this bottle with my note in it, hurry.

gr nivinT i

Sunt undeva “n Africa, pe nhi | am somewhere in Africa, on the bank of a river whose name
[ tiu. |l ignore.

Darsuntsingurul dul gher din ~“ mprejur But | am the only carpenter around, so it must be fairly easy
destul de ulor de gnsit. to locate me.

Dach veTi gAsi acest bilet | If you find this note and do not bring me back to Europe, |
0O sh VA boOntui -itbanmitpre vcioapTia,i will haunt you all your life, and | will haunt your children
voltri and grandchildren.

Nu trebuie sA uitaTi cn pe \ You must not forget that | used to be fond of history once.
cond o sn fi Ti i voli i stor i When you are history, | will take you to hell.

Nu poate fi acol o mai rnu de That place cannot be any worse than where | am now.
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351.
Dna Cioc-Ci o ¢, ciochnnitoarea, s e Mrs Knock -Knock, the woodpecker, had been born with a
putea ciocnni blunt beak, and could not peck.
N u omor a Il nsect e ca shnh | e She would not kill insects for food, like all the other
ciocnnitori woodpeckers.
¢cn copilnrie, “n cui bul pnr | As a <child in her parent so
i ar atunci c©O©nd s e f Acu me vegetarian, and when she grew up she became a fighter for
drepturile insectelor. the rights of insects.
Ceru ca nimeni snA nu mai uci She demanded that nobody should kill for food any more.
Nu putea sn aibn mai mu | t | She cannot have been older than a few months when she
organi zAn wmwtesmar | de organized a march of protest.
I se alnturar rechigpmdii npuPpins & r Few birds joined her, and even fewer animals, but she must
trebuiae dait I[seama cn vor ven have realized that insects would come in large numbers.
Cu cOt mbntr ©nea, cu at Ot ¢ The older she grew, the more determined she became.
O sh schimbe regulile pnduri She would change the rules of the forest.
O sn | e nvelTe pe toate anir She would teach all animals to eat fruit and leaves.
Cu c Ot se "mpotriveau anir The more stubbornly the animals opposed the woodpecker,
ciochnitoarei, cu at ©t era e the more certain she was that what she was doing was the
esteceeacetrebuis n f acn. right thing to do.
Ci apnra “ntotdeauna pe cei She would always defend the helpless.
Cei puternici n -ar trebui incuraj a T i sn ucidn. The strong should not be encouraged to Kill.
Pl anuril e ei nu erau rele, ° Her plans were fairly good, but her tactics was rather bad.
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Ar fi trebuit sn angajeze un She should have hired a lawyer who would to help her deal
t oTi l ocui tori. padurii. with all the inhabitants of the forest.
Nu voia nimeni s -0 asculte. Nobody would listen to her.
intr-o bunn zi, ma ma e T dnd One fine day, her mother gave her a needle as a present, anc
dna Cioc-Ciocs n ~ ncler cref iosghf urmtircn. she suggested that Mrs Knock-Knock should try spearing an
ant with it.
De atunci “ncoace, ciocnni't The woodpecker has been eating nothing but ants ever since,
dec Ot f u ruitdt cu tptul dei prineipiile ei morale and has forgotten all about her sound moral principles.
shnntoase.
352.
DI Bursuc era supraponderal. Mr Badger was overweight.
Incercademul t sn sl Abeasch. He had been trying to lose weight for a long time.
Ar fi vrut sn fie suplu [i ¢ He wished he were slim and handsome.
Issa recomandat un nutri Tioni He was recommended a nutritionist.
Dupn ce i s e d n ducruriope daiie s-aré voie After he had been given a long list of things he must not eat,
sn I e mAin©nce, fu neconsol at he was disconsolate for a week.
Oriunde se ducea, cerea sn i Wherever he went, he asked for milk pudding.
PArea sn creadn cn orezul nt He seemed to think that rice was not fattening.
Se purta ca |Ii cum ar fi f ocs He behaved as if he had been the hero of a tragedy.
Se altepta ca pwveeebrBbBCchul « He expected his friends to cheer him up all the time.
Se spunea cn ar fi dat | eaglat He was said to have lost five kilos when his best friend let
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de I tire cel ma i bun priet-e him know he would get married on Monday week.
shpt nmOnn.
DI Bursuc i dAndu -l seamoaardre Mr Badger realized he would have to wear his black suit at
negru | a nuntn, dacn va vre the wedding, if he wanted to look so handsome that all the

ndrngosteascn toate vever.i/] squirrels would fall in love with him.
DachA nu “~ncerca dadst unmeuhli,pup If he had not tried the suit on, he might not have imagined he
at©t de mult mai gras decOt. was so much fatter than he used to be when he was young.
Al ergn |l a prietemulzilsei clhane He ran to his bosom friend, and told him that he would not
l a nunta | uva ppetmdr@t can sse be coming to his wedding, because he had made up his mind
seara aceea. to commit suicide that very evening.
Nu mai are de ce sn trniasct He had nothing to live for any longer.
E doar un bursuc gras, pe care no -$n i ubeasc He was just a fat badger, whom nobody would ever love.
niciodatn.
Vidrei cu care avea de goOnd The otter whom his best friend was going to marry took pity
fAcu milA de bursuc, i de &« on the badger, and she has been Mrs Badger for years now.
Bursucul este mai gras decat va T i put ea nec The badger is fatter than you could imagine, but he is happy.
fericit.
Pe de al t renupla mutee , priet His best friend, on the other hand, is not.
353.

Romanci er ul AU stpruemmhuirae dsaarct o The novelist should not have told his editor that he need not
nevoie sn fie plAatit poOnhA c« be paid until his novel had been sold out.
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Ar i putut sh spunn cn poart He could have said he could wait a few weeks until he got
cel i va pri mi bani i his money.
Dach Itia ce trebui e shogaf acr If he had played his cards right, he would be filthy rich now.
NU -i cu pultiinffin smchipuit cn He cannot have imagined his novel would become a
bestseller. bestseller.

Poat e a eor esziwctu ncpre rne n i vimee nfii o

He may have thought nobody would buy it once it had been
printed.

cnainte sd i mxgadpEn cardwEemga ua Before he began writing his book, hewa s t o meet
redactorul ui, [ nndnj dui a-l daughter, and he hoped they would go on a date if she liked
pl acn. him.

Acum cn redactorul are toTi Now that his editor has got all his money, the novelist wants
fata acestuia mai mult ca ni to date his daughter more than ever.

CoOnd se vor “nt©l ni por i nmat rde When they first meet, he is determined to ask her if she has

tatna femcut vreodatn cunol ti

ever been introduced to another novelist by her father.

DachA cumva af |ifp Acci |reel dtaec tpoer t
care lucreazn, [i le ia bani

Suppose he found out that his editor always cheated the
writers he worked with out of their money!

Mn c ar d aacomorinpa redactor cu mana lui.

If only he did not kill the editor with his bare hands.

Dacrmrs nt ©mpl a sn comitn o
“"nchisoare poOnn eaeschimbativhkane.d o\

If he should commit a crime, he will not be able to leave
prison till he proves he is a better man.

COt est eimani ceelleusst ndacn est e
t otha,l npoate cn va scrie cinc

While he is in his cellii especially if he is sentenced to solitary
confinementfi , he may write five new b ooks.

COnd o sn iasn va fi “mplini

When he comes out, he will have turned eighty.

D a clni va publica romanel e sc

If he publishes his novels written in prison, he will at last be

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana 1
Inviias gramaen

, 328
bogat, [ nu nicue mmai v ags@ai: rich, and there will be no more reason for him to date his
redactorului. editords daughter.

354,
DI Larpe s ©sa©inensdkceutc.©nd s Mr Serpent has been lisping since he was born.
N-a " ncercat ni mévindecepd®sashit.a c u | Nobody has tried to cure him of his lisping so far.
PArea amuzant cOnd era Ilerp It seemed nicewhen he was a little snake, but it has become
acum, cNn este o persoann put embarrassing now, that he is a public person.
DI Larpe este leful asociafTi Mr Serpent i's head of t he
discurs. making a speech right now.
N-are de unde sn [tie cn [ opt¢ He would not know that the lizards nudge one another and
laugh.
Vorbelite de un sfert de orn, He has been speaking for a quarter of an hour, and the
crocodile has fallen asleep.

Vipera “[Ii face drum lerpuit The adder is winding her way towards him.
Se Itia cn ea a vrut foarte She was known to have wanted very badly to become his
"nceaph toate reptilele sn r wife before all the reptiles started mocking at the serpent
cond “[i Tine discursurile. because he lisped when he made his speeches.
Larpele o vede pe Vi pe-o bagenl The serpent sees the adder, ad he is trying to ignore her.
seamn.
E convins cn este “ndrnhAgost He feels positive that she is head over heels in love with him,

poate sta departe de el.

and cannot keep away from him.
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Se “"ntreabn dabanéar fn oan-e He wonders if she would make a good wife in case he
cearn “n cnsntorie. decided to propose to her.
Ar putieaspsunnn €nfveepiehea a He could tell her that he wants his skin starched whenever
o schi mbn. he changes it.
Vorbelte mai deagrfiagbdemat-odpepar He goes on speaking as if he had not noticed the adder
se apropie. approaching him.
Ba chiar vorbelte mai tar el He is actually speaking louder, lest the reptiles should think
poateTi ne emoTia “n frou. he cannot master his emotion.

Da, in mod cert o0 so

cearn de

nevastn.

Yes, he will definitely propose.

Vipera este la un pas de el.

The adder is a step away from him.

E superbn.

She is gorgeous.

aba?6 face el o pauzn. 0Yes?d6 he pauses.

Vipera luiern: ala mai taci The adder hisses: 0Shut up.
355.

Drei Ochi-Rot unzi , bufni Ta, i -asfost Miss Round-Eyes, the owl, finds it unbelievable that she

al eas®PnMiugse | a cel ma i rece should not have been chosen Miss Forest at the most recent

care a luat parte. beauty contest she took part in.

Nici nus-ar f i ostteniht @dcgeli n She would not even have bothered to go if she had imagined

juriul poate rnAnmGne i nsensilkb the jury could be insensitive to her extraordinary charms.

Ltie cu siguranThA car alui epo’a She knows for sure there can be no comparison between her

orice altn pasnre din pndur e and any other bird in the forest.
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Se “"ntreabn dacnh sn cearn She wonders if she should ask for further information on the
concursul de frumuseTe de | ¢ beauty contest next year.
Se teme oarecum cn va fi pre She is a little afraid she may be too old for a beauty queen by
regina frumuseTii, dar nu vr that time, but she will not give up.
Poate c¢cn wvia niirteubivais cshn pe boi She may have to bribe the oxen, the wild geese, and the deer,
chprioarele care vor fi "~ n |j who will be on the jury.

Ar e nevoi e de ma i mul Tate ch

prostituatn.

She needs more money than she can make as a prostitute.

Se " ntreabair ppeutceianebisnmi umut
suficientn.

She is wondering whom she could rely on to lend her a
sufficient amount.

Dach ar renurcoafeieselimaton
telefoanele mobile de la Tokio, poate sar descurca cu zece
milioane de ghinde.

If she gave up doing her hair daily and having her cell phones
sent from Tokyo, she might manage with ten million acorns.

Ar vrea smhrbatbnpbaorgatdacn arar
putea nicidecum snh ajungn Mi

She wishes she had a rich husband but, if she were married,
she could not possibly become Miss Forest.

Se “"nt ©Omapl'Andcringsost it de vul She happens to have fallen in love with the eagle when he

petrecut o noapte cu ea. spent a night with her.

Nu [tieidapird&ncmirsita oric® She does not know whether she should tell him she would
marry him any time.

L i h adraev siint ur ul este o0 pasn And she really has no idea that the eagle is a noble bird, who

se “"nsoarnh cu o femeie uloar

will never marry a whore, unless she is very rich.

Ori reginn a frumuseTii

Or a beauty queen.
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356.
Nu ©prea nTel egeam ce tot | could hardly understand what the dolphin was trying to
mine. talk to me about.
¢l “"ntrebasem pe cine altearg | had asked him whom he had been waiting for for two hours
and a half.
MA " ntrebn de ce mn interescte He asked me why | was suddenly interested in his life.
Crezui c¢cn ascunde ceva de cz¢ | thought he might be hiding something he was ashamed of.
| nsi smiaispuinn de ce anume i | insisted that he should tell me what my face reminded him
of.
Zisdicramintelte mai bi ne si He said he remembered my figure better than my face.
Sn fi [tiut cnhAn delfinul este Had | known that the dolphin was short -sighted, | might
s fi consulte. have had him examined by an eye doctor.
C mi trecu prin minte -cimprumnute It occurred to me he wanted to know if | would lend him my

ochelarii mei atunci cand se duce la intalnire.

own glasses when he went on a date.

Poat e se -&reutea @mezitngurasdu-se cu o He may have been afraid he might end up marrying a whale,
doar pentru cn bal enao ewdadn .c just because a whale was large enough for him to see her.
Am comandat ochel ar i speci ¢ | had special diving glasses sent to me from Prague, but the
Praga, dar deldi@anul nu a vrt dolphin would not take them.

Tot vorbea cu mine, iar eu t He kept talking to me, and | still could not understand.

MhA goOndi i c n c ellurmeza i bi ne ec | thought it best to follow him.

Nu puteam sA nu smn v'an tdruecke , u | could not help wondering where he would go, and what he

dacn voi merge cu el

would do if | joined him.
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Ni ci nu intrarnm bine "~ n ce No sooner had we entered his house at the bottom of the
Atl anti c, ch ne [ aduse ne\ Atlantic Ocean than his wife brought coffee in seashells.
Avui “n fine revelaTia cn d It dawned on me at last that the dolphin had been waiting for
cn nevasta | ui se simTea si me because his wife felt lonely among fish and needed a
de un om-terapeut. human therapist.
Mn " ntreb c©nd o sn mhn | ase | wonder when they will let me go up again.
Daanm vor | nsa. If they do.

357.

Candmis-a or doinagpwsm adevnrul d When | was ordered to tell Miss Ladybug the truth, | knew
ch o sN mMA uraschn. she would hate me.
Pur [i simpl u nu-apiedutpunstele negree She just would not believe she had lost her black dots.
Leaveadecandsa nnscut . She had had them since she had been born.
Nu-i i putea “nchipui viaTa fn She could not imagine life without them.
Al vrea snAn fi fost eu mai bl | wish | had been gentler.
Cu c©t mn gondesc mai mult, The more | think about it, the guiltier | feel.
Se vede c¢cn a zburat de ai ci She must have flown away because she wanted to hde from
toatn | umea. everyone.
C mi trecu prin minte cn poa It occurred to me that she might be suffering from some rare
de la cine ar fi putut s-o ia? disease, but who could she have caught it from?
Am cerut ca prietena ei cea | demanded that her best friend, the grasshopper, should go
ea -bi cenvingn sn se “ntoarc after her, and persuade her to come back, because everyone
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cum e.

loved her just as she was.

Cum se construi a 0 noun c
mprejurimi, am nndnjduit cfr

As a new clinic for tropical diseases was being built in the
neighbourhood, | hoped she might be cured there.

Nu v o i aemimsnhbolfhav in jurul meu. | did not want there to be anyone sick around me.
Precis a nTeles cn mn tem ¢ She must have understood that | was afraid she might be ill.
LAcusta a plecat acum-aéntors.npt The grasshopper left a week ago, and has not come back yet.
Al vrea s#@tOmplnce se | wish | knew what was going on.

Dach cele douh nu se mai nt Suppose the two of them never came back!

Cenal da shA ne trimithA o scr | wish they would send us a letter.

Fiind doctorul ei, trebuia s -0 Tnhgrijesc mai bine.

As her doctor, | ought to have taken better care of her.

DachA se ~nt©mpl A s niciendpearttipe If you should see a ladybug without any dots at all, be sure
ea, neapnsmat spuneTi to let me know.
Trebuie snAn dau de ea " naint | must reach her before she is persuaded by the grasshopper,
este avocat, sn mh dea “"n | who is a lawyer, to sue me for malpractice.

358.
DI P@&rearmgr n, piratul, ar vr Mr Black-Sail, the pirate, wishes he had lived in the twenty -
dounzeci [ cinci, nu al [ ar fifth century, not in the seventeenth.
Laanulpevr emea asta, va fi nav.i Next year by this time, he will have been sailing the seas for
ani, i va fi jefuit multe \ forty years, and he will have robbed many rich ships.
Mai biame ciuimp nr d -apcheitua averea pd uscat, He had better buy a house and spend his fortune on land,
c©t " ncnAn nu este prea bntr O©r while he is not very old yet.
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A " nceput sn navigheze atunc He started sailing when he was ten years old, and he has been
tot cnlAtoreite pe mare. sailing ever since.
Era o vreme c¢c©nd ar fi vVrut There was a time when he wished he had a wife and children,
renuntat sA caute iubirea ce¢e but he has given up looking for t he love of his life.

Pe ¢c©nd era “ndr nigpd atriat Gae i
promi se c¢cn va fivaadusencelbmailseump

rubin din lume.

When he was in love with the Princess of Wales, he was
promised he would be knighted if he brought her the most
expensive ruby in the world.

Dacnharl ifi “nchipuit cn nu ve
duce in Indiile de Vest, s-ar f i “nsur at c-ar

If he had imagined he would not find rubies unless he went
to the West Indies, he would have married the first comer,

mai fi trebuit sn meargn pe and would never have had to go out to sea again.

¢cn acest mom&leagrdl aPOpziefe Right now, Mr Black -Sail would rather he were offered a
slujbn I a Scotland Yard, o position within Scotland Yard, as he feels certain he would
detectiv foarte bun. make a very good investigator.

Ar vrea sn poatn lucra acol He wishes he could work there, because he would not like

crime Tn Londra.

there to be any more crimes in London.

|l se pare @i madh@gtaj@arn nwmclh Sc

It seems strange to him that Scotland Yard should not have
hired him yet.

Pare sn fi ui tat oigapmat.o mor Ot He seems to have forgotten that he has killed quite a number
of people as a pirate.

Dacn te roagn sn pui o -vocrh If he asks you to put in a good word for him, tell him that he

bine se duce |l a o mAnnstire had better go to a monastery and repent for the rest of his life.
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359.
Dupn ce a schpat ur sul ca After the bear had narrowly escaped being shot at, he was
"mpulicat, i era fricn i de afraid of his own shadow.
Avea sentimentul ¢eln gnhAns enaosdc h He felt the hunter was sure to find him, if he left his den.
dacn o sn plece din vizuinn
Nici sn se plimbe nu mai voi He would not even take a walk any more.
¢l petrecea ziua “'n faTa ce He would spend every day in front of his computer.
Descoperise internetul. He had discovered the internet.
Dacn-i naduceau veveriTele al. If the squirrels did not bring him hazelnuts, he starved.
Se spunea c¢cn ursul fusese wur The bear was said to have been a very active member of the
forest.
chaint-et ®hnesa&scn cu vOnAtor Before he met the hunter, he used to scour all the meadows
din jufletArea cu toate goscg around, and he would chat with all the housewives.
Se purta de parch era pndur e He behaved as if he owned the forest.
Ltia cnA se amimmaleelé, t biadreune He knew that all the animals were afraid of him, and that
cu el ,-adacarkeesn facn un | uc none of them would argue with him if he asked them to do
one thing or another.

Punea nev#s tadjueriat e.n He had the weasel bring him fish.
Nu permitea 4a bBpusuviciciuvs mt He would not have the badgers talk dirty to one another.
cond se simTea obosit, ~1Ti ¢ When he felt tired, he would have his honey sent from
zmeura dintr -un crang olandez. Florence, and his raspberries from a Dutch grove.
Ar fi vrut sh fie c¢hi aorchemapge He wished he would be even more handsome than he
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vul poaica albn I a o “"nto®©lnirtr

already was, so that he might ask the white vixen out on a
date.

Era pe vremur. un -aur’sn tfCelrniicti

He used to be a happy bear till he met the hunter, but, the
moment they set eyes on each other, he must have had ¢
nervous breakdown.

dar, inclipacand ssau vnzut , se vede
nervoashn.
Ci spuse doctorul ui cn are

snN inaoii al

He told the doctor that he had a panic attack whenever he
wanted to go out.

Doctor ul " s fchilizant.i SA i a un

The doctor advised that he should take a tranquilizer.

Medi camentul “~ | fhcu pe urs
ala cn renunTn | dielpi aca An w

7

sthnteau de vorbn cu el pe ir

The medicine made the bear fall asleep in front of his
computer, so he gave it up, lest he should lose all the friends
who chatted with him on the internet.

Motivul pe care -l invoca celor ce-l intrebau de ce nu mai iese,
| prefern internetu!l

i de <ce
cal cul atorul ui nu te “mpulct

DIMelodie,compozi torul, lucreazn
conservatorul.

The reason he gave to those who asked why he did not go
out any mor e, and why he pr
| east no one shoots at you i

Mr Tune, the composer, has been working for the BBC ever
since he graduated from the Conservatory.

N-a c©itigat nici odaipuscandaeam
“nt ©l ni-&a p kN palo mstdeauna.

He has never made a lot of money, but he told me when we
met yesterday that he had always liked his job.

A fost adesea trimis cu afac

He has often been sent abroad on business.

Nui-a trecut niciodatn prin m

It never occurred to him before that he could have been a
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pil dn. waiter, for instance.
Ar fi putut sn aibn orice sl He could have had any job he chose, and he must have

candsa hot nr ©t sn @enmpBBG.N ¢ On i

known what he was doing when he made up his mind to
compose songs for the BBC.

He has composed a hundred and twenty-two tunes so far.

When he was in his early twenties, he had no idea his songs
would be listened to on the radio, and people would often
ask him for autographs.

He was born in Turkey, and he had thought he would live
there his whole life.

He has spent his summers there for years now, but, when he
came to London, he decided he would never live anywhere
else, unless he went bankrupt.

A compus p©nr’1 acum o sutn dc
COnd avea puTin peste-ad@eance
ascultate | a radio cOntecel
autografe.

Sa nnscut “n Turci a, [ crez
De ani de zile “ncoace “1i p
avenitl a Londra, a hothAr ©t <ch
dec©t dacn dn fali ment.

cand avea in jur de treizeci| i ci nciaibeat @ o
soprann, “nsnAn sunt divor TaTi

ea nu a putut suporta muzice

When he was in his middle thirties, he married a soprano,
but they have been divorced for years now, because she
could not stand the light music he was composing.

When the divorce became final, he had to give her half of
everything he had saved.

The other half was taken by his second wife, whom he
divorced as well.

Candsa “ncheiat div-ordea,jami
ce stransese el.

Ceal putmAt ate a fost l uatn d
di vor Tat de asemenea.

Dacn o sn se “nsoare iar, S
"napoi “n Turcia la bnAatr©ne’

If he gets married again, he may well end up moving back to
Turkey in his old age.
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361.
DI Muzi cn, arpele cu clopc Mr Music, the rattlesnake, will always go for a walk after
dupn pr ©nz. dinner.
De abia ~liviaseprel,n cineriii veni Hardly had he washed the dishes yesterday when his
dach nu vreal ddudiizc enmaini na neighbour came to ask if Mr Music would drive him to the
station.
Larpele cu cl opo T eonducere deacang The rattlesnake had had a driving licence ever since he had

ajunsese la varsta majoratului.

come of age.

Are de ani de zile aceeal. r He has had the same car for years.

Dacn -siru tseme snh [ ofeoze, ar f If he were not afraid of driving, he would have changed it.
Lucreazn ca dansator din bu He has been working as a belly dancer since he came to our
nostru, ala chA precis-a c@im town, so he must have made enough money to buy a new
malinA noun. car.

Urma sn fi mer s anul trecuta He was to have driven to Copenhagen last year, but he has
ajuns acolnziundeazi poOnnN not got there to this day.

Dacqarfigus,danezi i T numeau mi If he had gone there, the Danes would have appointed him

n Danemarca.

minister, and he would be living in Denmark now.

Larpele cu cl| dpo Tgelis eaars cwir ead

The rattlesnake wishes he found another job, as he is getting

cn mb At r ©n eck ningic pentttaaceastau  f a on in years, but he will do nothing about it.
Ar pr edauteaudeten He would rather his relatives helped him.
Var ul I ui T pl nt e a tdehncanmioa. | His cousin used to pay his rent until he was run over by a

truck.
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DI  Mu z-a achitat mcioofacturn t oatn vi aT Mr Music has never paid a bill in his entire life.
Nevasta | ui a eAmeniantTapicn His wife threatened that she would take their children and
nui i schimbnAn serviciul go away, unless he changed his job.
cncn dea c@mnrdi tsat cu | arpel e Ever since she married therattlesnake, Mrs Music has been
T este ruline de serviciul ashamed of her husbandds | ol
Dach o sA vezi un [larpe cu c If you see a rattlesnake in court during the next few months,
cO©teva | uni, ai shA It cn you will know that it is Mr Music fighting for custody.
tuteln.
362.

© era ciuper @a rhiicnip,l ngrud When the mushroom was a little girl, she would have loved

[ c l A "n fiecaoel dsamuneadirc to go to school every morning, but her roots would not let
her.
Cu toate cn pnarinTii ei nu-o¢ Despite the fact that her parents were not rich, they paid an
mediteze. owl to tutor her.
Dacnhn -aairu fsi  nida ed8tbutea m If the owl had not been known to be the wisest creature in the
din codru, poate ch pnarinTii woods, her parents might have chosen a sparrow, or a
badger.

Ciuperca ar i nTiviFiued ecaa n-Uponiré The mushroom wished her parents would allow her to leave
ridAacinile acasn i sA mear ¢ her roots at home and go to school with the other children.
Nu spunea ni mi c, cCa sn nu She did not say anything, lest her parents should think her to
nerecunoscntoare, dar ar fi be ungrateful, but she really wished other children would
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copii cu ea. befriend her.
Trebuie c¢cn se simTea tare She must have felt very lonely and bored, at the foot of the

bradului cel mare.

big fir tree.

Buf ni Ta -d ncrewrecTae sp e

ciuperch

The owl had been trying to teach the mushroom how to fly

zile cum snhn c®Gmodare,n asfu@rcliit for a few weeks, when, at last, she realized that the poor
biata ciupercn nu “nTelege ¢ mushroom could not understand a thing of what she wa s
saying.
Grndinarul se g®©ndi c¢ch trebu The gardener thought that he must find something to make
sn fie fericitn. the mushroom feel happy.
O plantn ghtweci, i o duse He planted her in a flower pot, and carried her to school in a
red wheelbarrow.
COnd ajunsern acolo, ciuperc When they got there, the mushroom was so happy that she
toatn blushed all over.
Era albnin cup ®aenfpiicai n cap She was all red and white.
Profesoara se temu cn are V¢ The teacher feared she might have chickenpox, and sent her
home.
Copi il fugeau de ea, al axtoorm The children ran away from her, so the mushroom was
acash,-i emad dbe ul , [ unde est relieved to go back home, where she belonged, and where
indiferent ce culoare are. she was loved whatever her colour was.
363.
Micului porumbel nu-i pl hcea del oc snh Little Pigeon hated going to kindergarten.
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Nu Itia “ncn sn zboare, 1i 't He could not fly yet, and he had to walk all the way.
Tat nl | ui-l ndluw i @u smal i na. His father would not give him a lift.
Ci spuse de cOteva ori mamei He told his mother several times that he did not want to go,
il trimise. but she sent him anyway.
intr-o bunniAn di mineaTn, p o r camibse One morning, the pigeon woke up when the day broke, and
crAaphn de zi un-ldoareingdte pl ©nse complained of a sore throat.
Nu mai fusese bolnav, ala cr He had never been ill before, so his mother called thedoctor

at once.

Mi cul porumbel “ i s p ursgétindiecare Little Pigeon told the doctor that he had had a sore throat
Zi de c¢c©nd a “"nceput sn mear every day since he had started going to kindergarten.
Doctorulnu-l tidu seama ce are mic The doctor could not tell what was wrong with Little Pigeon,
spuse phAarinTilor cn trebuie so he told his parents he must be taken to hospital.
Dacn | a spital ar ifnit efrndtste If at the hospital he had been seen by a GP instead of &
chirurg, micul porumbel s -a r fi “ntors a surgeon, Little Pigeon would have gone back home that very
aceea, |i ar fi trebuit sA r day, and he would have had to go to kindergarten again.
De abia se wuitnAn chirudgulli No sooner had the surgeon taken a look at his tonsils than he
mamei-por umbel c¢cnhn fiul ei treb told mother Pigeon that her son must have them removed.
Mi cul por umbel fu operat “n Little Pigeon was operated on that very day.
Dupn operaTie, [ se dndu sn After surgery, he was given lots of ice cream to eat, andcold
i sA bea cola rece. cola to drink.
Era “n al nounlea cer. He was in the seventh heaven.
¢ci phAcnlise pe toTi. He had fooled them all.
Nu s-a mali dus l a grAadini Th, He never went to kindergarten again, and he has had

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
Z-L\(V; Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
“e ana 1
Inviias gramaen
342
amigdalitn “"n fiecare iarnhn, bronchitis instead of tonsillitis every winter since that day.
364.
DI | ni ma, cardiologul , Intspital Mr Heart, the cardiologist, knows he cannot enter the
“n timpul snhnptAmMONi i hospital on week days.
Doar la sforiit de sAptAmMOnNtr Only on weekends is he allowed to work.
Pentru un om trecut de opt ze For a man in his eighties, he looks good.
Ni ci odaatphusn al cool “n gurn t Never has he drunk one drop of alcohol in his whole life.
Coteodatn ar vrea sn f il iavfuit Sometimes he wishes he had led a fuller life, and hal sown
de cap pe céand era adolescent. his wild oats when he was in his teens.
La varn va fi operat de cinc Next summer he will have been operating for fifty -five years.
Acum o l unn ur ma s N oper e. A month ago he was to operate on a monkey at the Zoo.
zool ogi ch.
Ni ci nu inncwuhchhinen se [ p « No sooner had he entered the cage than the monkey started
yelling.
DI Il nimn se simTi cum nu se Mr Heart could not have been more offended.
Ci zi se ngriji-aor bhmur tna-are He told the caretaker that he had better make it clear to his
trebui sn se opunn snh fie tr animals that they should not object to being treated by the
best of doctors.
Cum mai muTa nu putea fi -lfasepa As the monkey could not be made to sit still and allow Mr
d | | ni-imtaie teracele-n doun, direc Heart to cut her chest open, the manager of the Zoo decided
zool ogice hotnr  -lcrplmMu easstcen he need not pay the doctor.
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DI I ni mA 7 i l opti directorul Mr Heart whispered i nto tulde
sa brngat “ntre doctor i pac regret coming between a doctor and his patient.
Era de alteptat cn mai-hapéfeape It was natural that the monkey should have felt that she must
director. defend the manager.

D a ¢ Ao Tnmpiedica ingrijitorul, Ti scotea ochii doctorului cu
ghearele.

If the caretaker had not prevented her, she would have
scratched the doctords eyes

’

Doctorul se nd relamacdutdemaiemu

The doctor wonders now why the monkey disliked him.

O vizitedazmrnj diaan,anlei sA mnAn© He visits her on Thursdays, and will always feed her
bananas.

intr-o bunn zi, atunci c©nd meoi One day, when the monkey least expects it, he wil make her
punn sn “nghitn uw bDpamelkziel i swallow a tranquilizer, and will operate on her heart.
Nu degeaba i se spune Dr | ni He is not called Dr Heart for nothing.

365.
Dra Supln, [ opPi | poaan desi Miss Slender, the lizard, wishes she could spread her wings
zboare. and fly.
In fiece noapte, decandsa nnhAscut, Vviseaz Every night since she was born she has dreamt she is flying.
Cond are un colmar, viseazh When she has anightmare, she dreams she is being chased,
cu viaTh, and runs for her life.
cond i cO©nd, se "ntOmpl A s Once in a while, she happens to dream she is flying
mare urialn 11 al bastrn. peacefully above a huge, blue sea.
E ciudatrdnt -nomhduweé aTatpade It is strange that she should have been living in a forest her
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ala de mult marea. whole life, when she says she is so fond of the sea.
Se vede c¢ch a rnAnmas “"n phdur She must have stayed in the forest lest her parents should be
dacn pleca de acasn at ©t de upset if she left home so soon.
Ei se alteaptn ca ea sn stud They expect her to study law when she graduates from high
liceul. school.
De-a r fi snhn meargn |l a facul't If she were to go to college, Miss Slender would much rather
degrabn sn studieze baletul study ballet.
Dacn ar putea [op®©rla sn ct If the lizard could buy a pair of wings, or at least rent them
mhnecar S N eteede fa mrc Vultur, iar spune tuturor from an eagle, she would tell all her friends that she wanted
prietenilor c¢cn vrea sh vadn to see the wald, and she would fly twenty -four hours a day.
patru de ore pe zi.
Nu are nevoie de aripi elegante. She does not need elegant wings.
Nu este nevoie ca aripile pt The wings she would like to buy need not be brightly

viu colorate.

coloured.

7z

Dupn ce va gnsi
buruieni [

aripi pe gu

When she has found the wings her heart desires, she will
never crawl among weeds and roots again.

Aci ni
i

rnd
Poate se va mndi tvea acwnmelngel

She may marry the snail, and persuade him to fly with her.

Cu ea.
Dacqars nt ©mpl a ca meil cup arsgil If the snail should fall and break his house, he is sure to hate
siguranTn chn o va ur  pe lor the lizard.

Eavadori sn nu se fi goO©ndit | She will wish she had never even thought about flying.

Se va t©O©r  poOmfa liampaeolydar rsigiie i She will crawl to the snail, and beg him not to forsake her.
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Miss Crystal, the raindrop, happened to see a bumblebee
when she first opened her eyes.

Her parents were two small clouds who had met during a
storm, and had died as soon as she had been born.
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Sa’"nt ©mpl at c¢cn dra Cristal,
bondar atunci cOnd a deschi s
PAarinTii ei eraaudont ®bni tiaur
muritdecums-a nnscut ea.
Strnlucea soarele atunci c Ol
de ar Tar , I cr Eenrfrumosd ktamaear

0 apere de soare.

The sun was shining when Miss Crystal found herself on a
maple leaf, and she thought the bumblebee was Prince
Charming, who had come to protect her from the sun.

Si mTea chnh, dachn ma i strnAalu She felt that, if the sun shone on her for a few more minutes,

mi nute, va mai avea foarte i she would have very few seconds left to live.

Se vedefonfricn. She must have felt scared.

N-avea cui sNn se pils@mgrurdrc ne: She had nobody to complain to that she was all alone in the
world.

Dac irait ef i ui t at | a ea drunema de If you had looked at her as she was refracting the light on the

ar Tar, ai fi zis cnhn este un maple leaf, you would have thought she was a real diamond.

Nus-a vnzut diamant mai fr umo Never has a more beautiful diamond been seen.

De abia puse dra Cristal och Hardly had Miss Crystal set eyes on the plump bumblebee

chn |l iubeite de nu mai poat when she felt she was hopelessly in love with him.

Cu cat bazaia el mai tare, cu atat mai tare iliubea ea.

The louder he buzzed, the more deeply she loved him.

NAdnj duia cnhA se vVvorovxobseria or i She hoped they would get married as soon as he noticed her.
Dacn o va lua de nevastn, i If he made her his wife, she would always be faithful to him.
Bondaruln-avea de unde sn [tie c The bumblebee could not have known what was going on in
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her mind.
Se vede ¢cn se odihnea pe fr He must have been resting on the maple leaf when the
picntura de ploai e. raindrop saw him.
Trebuia sn I se spunn mai ¢c He should have been told sooner.
Zbura de zile “"ntregi, era <« He had been flying for days, he felt tired, and thought he
somn dupn ce va mGnca de pr ¢ would take a nap after he had had lunch.
Duph ce mOnch, T fu sete, Having eaten, he felt thirsty, and happened to notice Miss
intamplare. Crystal at last.
Se apropie. He came close.
Se apl ecn. He bent down.
Ea era cum nu se poate mai f She could not have been happier.
EI, "~onscheruin "n chsntorie. He did not really propose, though.
Suspinn de ncOntare cn este He sighed with delight at being alive, and sipped the

raindrop.
De atunci ncoace toTi ur ma All his descendants ever since have had crystal eyes and big
mari, pline cu aph. bellies full of water.
Niciunuln-ammaignsi t o pi c n-bsalveze. d e None has found another raindrop to rescue.

367.

DI Fl ui er, agent ul -ldie scd oractud Mr Whistle, the traffic agent, had to have an eye tooth pulled

out.
Se temea c¢cn | ogodnica | ui n He was afraid his fiancée would no longer want to marry him
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dupn ce el va pierde un dint after he had lost one tooth.
Cu cat se gandea mai mult, cu atat era mai nefericit. The longer he thought about it, the more unhappy he was.
Se spunea c¢cn | ogodnica lui e His fiancée was said to be the most beautiful girl in town.
Precis c©ltigase cel puTin She must have won one beauty contest at least, and she hac
model de cand aterminat liceul. been working as a model since she had graduated from high
school.
Agent ul de circulaTie “1i The traffic agent has known his fiancée since he fined her
amendat-o pentru chA mergea cu o because she was driving the wrong way up a one-way street.
stradn “n sens uni c.

Sunt de un an mpr eunn.

They have been together for a year.

Nu demul t au hot nr ©t cntl easna va\

Not long ago they decided they would get married when she

ma i pri mi amenzi de la al Ti stopped receiving fines from other traffic agents all over the
oral ul town.

DI FIl uier nu vreagaslas. recunoce Mr Whistle will not admit he is jealous.

El insistn ca |l ogodnica | ui He insists that his fiancée should attend a driving school,
pentru cn este posibil ca e. because shemay be the most serious public danger in their
din oral town.

N-are idee cnh | ogodnica | ui v Little idea does he have that his fiancée only wants to marry
chn, fii nd niditmaagklnui edre, ci r cu him because, as Mrs Whistle, no traffic agent will dare ask

,

ndrhdaniceamn sn plnteascn a

her to pay a fine.

Ni ci odaandat prin minte cn
hot Ar ©t ca ea sn se duch i ar

Never has it crossed her mind that Mr Whistle will be so
adamant about her going to school again.

Abiacandelainscriso | a | coadan dag e @®rar

Only when he registered her at the school last night, did she
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va trebui sn rupn |l ogodna. realize that she would have to break their engagement.
Ea are sentimentul cnhn viaTa She feels life is not exciting enough without a fine a day,
o amendn pe zi, cu condao Tplan unless you actually have to pay it.
Ceea ce nu Itie @l | Plgwidern e What Mr Whistle does not know is that she has got engaged

de circulaTie -@avee@adataime na
mArita oricOG©nd aréd mbafgnch
[ of at .

Nuestecu putinTn ca dl ¢éndrnhzn

to every single traffic agent who has ever fined her, so she
can get married any time she pleases, even without attending
a driving school.

Mr Bold, the lion, cannot have had a car accident.

de malinn.

Conduce de c¢c©nd a “"nceput st He has been driving since he started hunting.

cond este “~n malinnAg¢n proiader When he is in his car, he can catch any deer his family choose.
familia lui.

Nu mai este nevoie sn se mer He need not keep fit any longer.

Nu mai este nevoie sn alerg
sdAi cumpere malina

He need not jog every day, as he used to before he bought his
car.

Prinde nu numai cnpr i oa Fraelyat

permisul de conducere.

He has caught not only deer, but also zebras, since he took
his driving licence.

Se vedtencicshia spus cn, dacn o
accident, ro s A i se mai dea voi e

He must have been told then that, if he ever had an accident,
he would never be allowed to drive again.

PoliTia jungl ei este foarte

The jungle police are very strict.
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Dacn ar afla de vreun acci de If they learnt about any accident, they would waste no time.
Dachars fi spus la poliTie c Had they been told the lion did not drive safely, they would
confisca de mult malilina cea have confiscated his yellow car long ago.
Pe de al tn paarftaeufun dcaident, al fi@aum On the other hand, if the lion had not had an accident, would
|l a staTia de poliTie? he be at thepolice station right now?
De ce ar fi venit el aici? Why would he have come here?
Ar fi el acum interogat, dac Would he now be interrogated unless he had run over a
crocodile?

E cu putinTA snA f-iidtoiviidatunm Can he have hit an elephant and damaged his car?

Trebuia anunTatn familia | ui

His family should have been announced that he would come

cumva sn caeadhOmpliatsceva 1 home late, lest they should think something bad had
happened to him.

Nu fuge el cu altn | eioadsctine He would not elope with another lioness; his wife is not

o “niealn. really afraid he might cheat on her.

lcar f i, “nsh,l ttie aan® , e dtae ni mt She would be afraid, though, if she knew that he was being

pol i Tie. interrogated at the police station.

Dach | eul nu mArturiselte cr Unless the lion confesses taht he has runover some animal,

eliberat. he must be released.

Li -adre f i sn mnhrarurg wteeas cfhg c e And if he should confess, what could they do to him?

Nus-ar uita acum |l a malina ac They would not be looking at his damaged car, shrugging

orice caz, dacn arintrat ¢weea intn-anb their shoulders, anyway, if they had any idea that the lion

pal mi erl,i da sbranii de asigur had driven it into a palm tree, so that he might collect his

insurance.
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P s a-iBécretul,iareln-o s vn atace, d: Keep his secret, and he will not attack you if you ever go on
ntr -un safari. a safari.
369.

Tocmai i s-a dat dlui Scatiu un bilet la concertul de maine. Mr Goldfinch has just been given a tic

concert.
Sa dus | l a concertul de i He went to yester day 0 spianisbhact
jumntate de orn atunci c¢c©nd been waited for for half an hour when the conductor
trebui amanat concertul. announced the audience the concert would have to be

postponed.
Cond se construia noua sadrimis When the new concert hall was being built in the forest, Mr
dupn dl Scati u, pentru cn e Goldfinch was sent for, because his knowledge of
arhitect ur n. architecture was needed.
Ei bine, cunoltinTele de mu: No w, Mr Gol dfinchds knowl ed:¢
dar cunoitinTele lui det arhi his knowledge of architecture is rather bad.
Se zice ch a absolvit ul tin He is said to have graduated last in his year, and tohave been
atunci pe post de contabil. working as an accountant ever since.
Ni ci dl Scatiu “nsuli nu a Mr Goldfinch himself has never claimed to be a real architect.
adevnr at
Poate ch a fost consultat pe He may have been consulted because he was known to

charge no fee.
cntrucOoOt noua saln de <conc: Since the new concert hall was being built at the expense of
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ursul ui , despre care se |t the bear, who was known to be a stingy millionaire, the
constructorii nhAdnjduiau c¢cn builders hoped that they would save a lot of money if they
bani d a d dhense pe db Bcatiu in locul unui arhitect called Mr Goldfinch instead of some famous architect.

vestit.

DI Scatiun-a f ost niciodatn consi

Mr Goldfinch has never been considered to be a smart

person.
A fost adeskb empitcimeaprefier He has often been called upon to express his musical
nuis-a cerut ni cmomdan ndes naif laicthn preferences, but he has nevi
job.

When he was called, he hoped they would realize that it
would be best if they took his advice.

Had the forest council been warned they should be cautious
when they called someone who had never worked a day as
an architect in his whole life, the people might not have been
so disappointed in the end.

COnd fu chemat, el nndnj dui .
bi ne ar -arfuima sfadudlér i

Dacn ar fi fost prevenit co
precaut atunci c©O©nd c-d& lacatmici
mncar o zi din viaTn c a-aréfod
at ©t de dezamngi Ti “n final
Candseva duce dl Scatiu |l a con
concerte va fi fost deschistr

When Mr Goldfinch goes to t
hall will have been open for no more than a year.

D a ¢ nar fnfost dl Scatiu consultat, nu s-a r pr hbu

Had Mr Goldfinch not been consulted, the roof of the hall

acoperilul snAlari ,fii apridils Scre would not be caving in now, and Mr Goldfinch would not be
caught under it.
Din moment ce acum [ t ivieacineva Since you know now what is going to happen, will anyone

s H previnn pe dlI Scatiu cn
povestioar A-nhlta? sn se duch

warn Mr Goldfinch that it is time he escaped from this little
story and went to another?
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ATi avea cumva |l oc de el " n Would you have room for him in your story by any chance?
370.

Mol Crnhnciun avea o crhidere ne Santa Claus had a nervous breakdown.
¢ii “ndemna de | uni jdwecrrilie He had been urging that his elves should make black toys for

months.
PArea c¢cn a wuitat cu totul He seemed to have forgotten
neincetat de la inceputul verii. and had been weeping incessantly since the beginning of

summer.
Nevasta | ui ltia cnhn mereu sie His wife knew that he always felt useless in summer and that,
dn treburi de fAcut, -delbbic unless she kept him busy, he would mope for days.
Psi hiatrul I ui Mol CrnhAciun ¢ Santads psychiatrist had suc¢
Sud vara. the South Pole in summer.
Nevasta | ui Mol CrhAciu# ‘pioag Santads wife told the docto
pe Mol CrnhAciun departelide re away from home lest he should imagine everybody had
cnaluitat toatn | umea. forgotten him.
Femeia “-ncepoannshuiciMolda&c i« The woman tried to tell Santa that, if he knew how many
l ume viseazn | a el un an -ni people dreamt about him for a whole year, and prayed that
doresc, Mol -aQr Amncaiiuns inmTis ni ¢ he should bring them what they wanted, Santa would never

feel sad again.
Ci spuse c¢cnhn el este de foart She told to him that he had been the symbol of joy for very
ch-am ~nTel ege -anmamadutd dardria c 1 n long, and that nobody would understand it if he did not
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bring presents any more.
Se vede, totuli, ch el a u He must have forgotten that red had been his favourite
preferatn. colour, though.
PAapulile | ui erau acum “nvel His dolls were now dressed in black, his toys were all sad.
toate triste.
Spiridulii lui nu puat eanudissnip His elves could not help wondering what had upset him so.
tare.
Dacn nu erau reni.i | ui cCr eari But for his faithful reindeer, Santa might have committed
fi sinucis. suicide.
Reni i I ui T musari esiti s 8 e n L His reindeer made him get into his sleigh, and they took him
Carlo. to Monte Carlo.
Dupn ce pierdurn acolo toat After they had gambl ed t hane
jocurile de noroc, se nt oar back in very good spirits.
Mol CrhAciun chiar zise chA at Santa even said he could hardly wait for Christmas to come.
Dach, todubuinn ait,r Mal ~Grtfom If some day, however, Santa should bring you a weeping

aduchiA un urs ciaelet iprle®npgsei,h ida

bear, let his psychiatrist know.

Poate ch-aVinecdit. nu s

He may not have been cured yet.

Sau poate a uitatce va T i dorit. Or he may have forgotten what you wished for.

Cnd o sn vinn | a-lanuA tcrua gdi When he comes with your gifts next year, let him take a nap
somn pe canapea. on your sofa.

SAn altepte toTi cu snrbnto Let everyone wait with the celebration of Christmas till Santa
Crnciun va fi din nou el ~ nc¢ Claus is his old self again.

Dacn o sh fugn | a Monte Cafr If he runs away to Monte Carlo with your money for the
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el bine, ce pot sh spun? holidaysfi well, what can | say?
N-ar fi v-ired@Bi sihi voli | ui  ce Is it not time you gave him something in return?
Pun pariu cn asta a alteptat | bet this is what he has been waiting for all this time, and this
pentrucareaf hcut o cndere nervoa:s is the reason why he had a nervous breakdown in the first

Dna VeveriThn est ea nmiAreirtiati t A

371.

place.

Mrs Squirrel has been unhappy since she got married, thirty

deaniinani de veveri Tn). years ago (in squirrel years).

Speras-a gnsit perechea potr She had hoped that she had found the right mate for her, and
amandoi. that they would have children together.

Din nefericirea, pDls Yev emiuln Unfortunately, Mr Squirrel took to drinking, and he has been
fiecare zi de c¢c©nd au fugit drunk every single day since they eloped.

Dna VevedreiaTricncred o sn se sc Mrs Squirrel thought he would change, if he wanted to have
familie. a family.

Nu era nevoie sn se mAr i t-eeac She need not have got married as early as she did.
PAarindiaueinstAri Tio, “Init ra&fmi Her parents were well off, and they could have supported
absolvea i avea venitul ei her till she graduated and had an income of her own.
Trebuia sn altepte ep©Opérceni She should have waited till she was more experienced.

Se vede ca proecav dl Mevrenrrii’ She must have liked Mr Squirrel a lot, if she married him
el fArnAn consi mTAmOnt ul phArir without her parentsd consent

Urma s-o fi dus la mare in luna de miere.

He was to have taken her to the seaside on their honeymoon.
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N-adusso sn vadn p+dnagadeanii ci poOr He has not taken her to see the beach to this day.
Dacqsari fi Spus ea c¢cn mai andie ( Had she told him she needed time to think before she eloped

nainte sn fugn -&amu feil , f potad with him, he might have been afraid he would lose her if he
piardn-odascn rrenunie | a bAut u did not give up drinking.
Dna Veveri Tra rmamgmriett ait cau sel Mrs Squirrel has regretted marrying him every minute since
candsau cnsntorit. their wedding.
EI o njurn ori de cO©te ori- He will swear at her whenever she tries to clear their hollow
i spele coada. or wash his talil.
Nui-a adus nici oalssasei §n ommn ®n He has never brought her flowers or taken her out to eat fried
ghi nde pr-ifpladgtoray. car e acorns, which sheis very fond of.

P © nnrprezent n-au avut niciun copil.

They have not had any children so far.

Oric©t ar "~ ncer cia,podantae Meavcee However hard she may try, Mrs Squirrel can never please her
pe plac. husband.
Poateci neva sn dea vina pe ea Can anyone blame her for moving in with the bat, who has
mutat cu Il iliacul, care o 11 loved her since they were children, and w ho will never drink
bea niciodatn nimic “"n afartr anything but blood?

372.
Dna Vrabie ciripea de zile ° Mrs Sparrow had been twittering for days when Mr Sparrow
zicO©nd c¢cnAn nu mai poate trnAi left her, saying he could not live with her any longer.
Ni ci nu pnii el bine afarn Hardly had he walked out of the nest when Mrs Sparrow
dna Vrabie. burst into tears.
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¢ci trimise o telegramn “~n ce She sent him atelegram in which she insisted that he should

come back home.

ElI se purt-afigrimt-p.ar cn n

He behaved as if he had not received it.

Dna Vrabie o] “"ntrebn pe ci
adevnr at tel egrama, mirdcnonin
vrea pe dl Vrabie pentru ea.

Mrs Sparrow asked the woodpecker if she had really sent her
telegram, or she was lying to her, because the woodpecker
wanted to keep Mr Sparrow to herself.

Ciocnnitoarea fu cum nu se i

The woodpecker cold not have been more offended.

Cu cét protesta ea mai zgomotos, cu atat era dna Vrabie mai
sigurn ch ciocnhnitoarea are

The more loudly she protested, the more convinced Mrs
Sparrow was that the woodpecker was having an affair with
her husband.

O "ntrebn pe ctaocvmnziutto aurlet icm
ftie chn el “~i spunda nidmeu g
c©nd o auzea pe ciocnnitoar e

She asked the woodpecker when she had last seen himand
if she knew he would always tell Mrs Sparrow to shut up
when he heard the woodpecker in the vicinity.

s

Ciochnitoarea | ocui a n ste

cOnd se angajase |l a poltn.

The woodpecker had been living in the oak tree on the right
of the path ever since she had been hired by the post office.

Pretindea c¢cnhn a trimis zeci
cAtre sofTi necredincioli

She claimed she had sent dozens of telegrams from bereft
wives to unfaithful husbands.

Ar fi ver umaisnAp uTiin despre sc
|l umea este michnh, [ ea era ’

She wished she knew less about the scandals in the oak tree
but it was a small world, and she was always the first to learn.

Cat despre dl Vrabie, = vedea cqinsliit 0
i nteligentn dec©t dna Vrabi e

As for Mr Sparrow, he must have found a mate with more
brains than Mrs Sparrow.

Se vedae scmt wsrat de ciripit.

He must have had enough of chirping.

De-a r fi ca dnamnVcraarb i ce©tsenv at azei

If Mrs Sparrow were to keep silent for a few days at least, he
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ar intoarce la ea. might go back to her.
Dach &l fnmtauzi iar pe vrabi If you should hear the sparrow twittering again, you can be
ch ela mnmtsors, pkentpoatm &an sure that he has not gone back, because she cannot keep he

mouth shut.

373.
Ur sul polar “mpodobelte pomt The polar bear is decorating the Christmas tree.
At ©rnn gl oburi de un sfert <« He has been hanging decorations for a quarter of an hour.
Are mereu pom de CrhAciun, de He has always had a Christmas tree since he was a cub.
De c©nd se Itie el, Mo [ -i vigiteze For as long as he can remember, Santa has come to him befor:
pe toTi ceilal Ti de pe pl ance visiting anyone else on the planet.
Cond soselte la peltera urs:i On arriving at the beards c¢
duce sn bea o cann cu | aptoa drink a mug of milk and eat cookies with the whole polar

familia ursului polar.

bear family.

Anul acesta, familia a plecat intr-o excur si e |
ur sul pol ar alr mhasepsienper Ms

This year, the family have gone away on a trip to Venice, and
the polar bear has been left alone to wait for Santa.

Nevasta | iawcop@nditl uan sMol C

His wife and children thought Santa would be bitterly

de dezamnagao ts ndagmsnenansecnni paec a disappointed if he did not find anyone at home after he had

se va da jos din sanie. got off his sleigh.

L-a u ntrebat pe ursul pol ar They asked the polar bear if he would wait till Santa came, so
ce va vemhnciMoh, ca sn bedrodga that they could drink milk together, and then ask him for a

sA ducnh i pe el cu sania p: ride to Venice in his sleigh.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

iy r\N‘d\

%,
’/C'and\*e’

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

L4

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

358

MoiCrAciun 1 poate | nAnsa | a \
i vor face cu toTii o baie

Santa could drop him in Venice on his way to Sicily, and they
would all have a nice warm bath in the Venetian canals.

Arputeachi adl Smtrebe pe MoldeQra
sA aducn pe toTi napoi | a |
i el acasn, pentru cnA urii:i

n comun fAr A-neamenlhbage gr oazce

They could even ask Santa if he didnot mind bringing them
all back to the North Pole when he went back home himself,
since polar bears could hardly use public transportation
without scaring humans to death.

E dounsprezece fnrn un minut

It is one minute to midnight.

Usulpol ar aude reni “n faTa p The polar bear can hear reindeer outside his cave.
cncnlzelte | aptele. He is warming up the milk.

¢l dn deodatn seama c¢cnhn nu r He suddenly realizes that he has run out of cookies.

Se vedaum®oOmclag pui i pe toate His cubs must have eaten them up before they left.

Dachn cumva se suphArn Mol Crr Suppose Santa got angry!

Ursul polar ar vrea sn fi ve The polar bear wishes he had checked thepantry before.
Dacn nu vine |l a voi Mol Cr A If Santa does not come to you this Christmas, he must have
a bnAnut whisky cu ursul pol a drunk whiskey with the polar bear, because he will never

prnjiturele.

drink milk without cookies.

He may have got drunk, and he must have thought it better
to sleep it off.

Poate sa mbAtatgO©rndi ts cA mai -k
trece beTia.
La anul aveTi -igruirjsaulluii tproil re

p r ftujele, pentru orice eventualitate.

Next year make sure you send the polar bear a lot of cookies,
just in case.
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Mr Have -Your-Hair-Cut, the barber, had no doubt
whatsoever that it had been the postman who had told his
customers that he was a widower.

De ani de zile primea scriso For years he had been receiving letters from various parts of

coOnd dAnduse anunT lestzei adiud the worl d, ever since he he

insoare iar. paper that he was willing to get married again.

Nu [tia nimeni din sat chA a Nobody in his village knew he had been married before.

Nu spunea n iacumnoseutnevasta atlinci cand ea a He would not tell anyone he had met his wife when she had

venit sn se tundn. come to have her hair cut.

Ci promi 9ed e ndnit igsesogriac ©nd o He had promised her that he would cut her hair for free

O snh se mhArite cu el whenever she chose, if she married him.

Ea nu spusese niciodatnhn @n br She had never said she did not want her hair cut lest the

frizerul, pentrunn se [tia barber should beat her up, as he was known to be a violent
man.

Dach ea ar -fif gmfceelseaag A-asfirguns If she had tried to reason with him, she might not have ended

sh fie chealn i disperatn. up bald and desperate.

cond “Ii dAndu frizerul seams When the barber realized hi

ma i |l ent dec©t a¥ri faid uwriutp eel slowly than he would have liked it, he started bringing her
wigs.

cn fiece zi de vi-adnar nf idoldi Every single day of their married life, Mrs Have -Your-Hair -

recapete pnrul Cut wished she would have her hair back.
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N-a r fi fost n ev opietrnu c-grnfi ds@unsd She would not have had to wear a wig if she had hidden the
frizerului foarfeca la vreme. barberds scissors in time.
COnd ea i ascunse foarfec: When she hid them at last, the barber stabbed her with a

njunghie cu un cuTi t ealsasifucisc kitchen knife, and claimed that she had committed suicide
pentrui cmahucrelitea pnrul | because her hair would not grow again.
Nevasta frizeruluierasorap ol t al ul ui . The barberds wife was the p¢
Poitalul vrea sn Itie toath The postman wants everyone to know that, if you are a long -
pnr ul | ung, el igibiln, [ d haired, eligible young lady, and if you marry the barber, you
ajungi chealn c©t ai zice pe will be bald in no time at all, and then you will be stabbed.
Singura scnpare este sh nu t The only way out is never to have your hair cut.

375.

DI Zb®%@asn vultur-al yop®ictmape Mr Fly -High, the eagle, has just dyed his feathers red, so that
pentru ca tfoeamel g@gnsmMmrsd e ndr all the female birds may fall in love with him.
Dupnitceva alege mireasa, vVva When he has chosen his bride, he will fly to a French castle,
i va petrece luna de miere and spend his honeymoon on its roof.
POnn ce se gh &80tsHhe "~ ntoarchn By the time he decides to go back to his native mountain, his
nevasta | ui va fi fAacut cin wife will have laid five eggs, and she may not be willing t o
sn se “ntoarcn cu el. return with him.
POnn -ocevan convi nge sn -Busnuvafc Until he persuades her to join him, Mr Fly -High will not be
fericit. happy.
Intotdeauna a vrut o familie mare. He has always wanted a large family.
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Dacn vulatunsburas cu-abufmaiTat
chl Antoreascn singur , -ar puteaiface

copi.

=1

If the eagle married the owl, he would never have to travel
alone, but the owl might not be able to have children.

Dacn se va nsunangu paeladpes rom

If he marries a wild goose, she may leave him in autumn and

la toamnn, | i o snh zboare pe fly to the valley of the Nile.

DI Zb®was nar -lvragaitsen z©na pnsi| Mr Fly -High wishes the bird fairy helped him.

Mhcar -dmcfiiifncut ea cunol ti If only she had introduced him to Lady Crane.
Evident, vulturul ar prefer: Of course, the eagle would rather his wife were not a noble
nobil n, dar se spune cnh est ¢ bird, but he is said to be fairly old, so he will not be in a
de ales. position to choose.

De-a r  fi calcesadpiii pe urme, sar putea ca

If his children were to follow in his footsteps, they might not
get married till they are middle -aged.

chsntoreascn p©nnAn ce nu vor
f

L a el ca el, copiidi I ui V ( Just like him, at some point, his children will wish they had

chshtorit de tineri married you ng.

DI Zb%@as na visat mer eu cn Mr Fly -High has always dreamt he will be surrounded by

strnnepoTi atunci c¢c©nd o sn great-grandchildren when he grows old, but he has been a
zile burlac. bachelor for years and years.

Isa spus odatA-ldAyvopsemBsame ps He was once told that, if he dyed his feathers red, he would
s i gnseascn nevasta cea ma find the most suitable wife.

Dacln veTi
dat rezultate.

veuwre,a ‘Trmgeasmmrg cn

If you see him alone again, you will know that this idea did
not really work.
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376.
PuTini oameni i dau seama Few people realize the mayor is not at all what he should
trebuit sn fie. have been.
Nu era nevoie sn ridice vilzée He need not have built that huge villa for just a few families.
Are prea puTin timp sn aibn He has too little time to take care of stray dogs, whom he is
se | ti tartetare.Ti ne known to be very fond of.
Urma sn fi construit un adhng He was to have built a shelter for them.
Pri mar ul are ceva -d& puteda chema pe The mayor has a little money in store, and he could call the
muncitori , dar in orice moment poate fi concediat. workers, but he may be fired any day now.
Nu-i cu putinThA sn fi aruncat He cannot have blown up the city hall as he is said to have
ar fi fncut. done.
Dacn -haoncedidéze,nrar tr ebui sn cr If they fire him, he should not take it personally.
el.
Pur [ |i mmitwWwmp |l at sn fie He just happened to be mayor when some lunatic destroyed
descreierat a di sgriumnrcil evid,i | the old city hall building, whose clock rang the hours.
bhntea orele.
sn fi [ tiut pri mar ul cn cea Had the mayor known that the clock prevented all the
oralului sA doarmn, " | oprec¢ inhabitants of the town from sleeping, he would have
stopped it himself.
DacHari fi spus nevasta | ui C If his wife had told him that everyone was dissatisfied
ch nu Tine niciodatn discur because he never made any speeches, the mayor woulc
vorbit cu locuitorii ornAlelul certainly have talked to the inhabitants of his little town
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reziste farmecului lui.

every day, and very few would have been able to resist his
charm.

Primarul a fost ntotdea-anai The mayor has always been a greatspeaker, and, if he has not
di scursuri “n ultima vreme, made speeches lately, it has been because he has ha
l aringithnh. laryngitis for months.

NAndnjduia cn faptele vor spt He was hoping actions would speak louder than words.

Sa goOndit ch va fi cuonnsltucauriu He thought it would be a good thing if he built that huge
uri al n. villa.

PuTini [ tiu c n-aufrautati Th iea hcam « Few people know that the families who moved in it a week
shptnmOnn spun t utlurnort udrf sa ago have been telling everyone that they had to bribe the
"nainte sn |le |lase shA se mut mayor before he let them move in.

Dacfars "nt©Ompla sn vA spunhi If anyone should tell you that the mayor is a rich man, do not
bogat ,l sair encue Ti pe cuvoOnt . take their word for it.

Dacn ar fi cu adevnrat bogat If he were rich indeed, the mayor could have paid a good
un doctor-lbwrn,ndeaesride | arin doctor to cure his laryngitis, he would make speeches every
din eouwmun zairl epnsitir al is| €prdne other day, and he would keep his job till he was too old to

bnt r-®maivsea.

want it any more.

Primari. ci nsatuinTai csounncte d i natToit Honest mayors are always fired young.
377.
Dna Scroafn nu [tia sn gnAtec Mrs Sow could not cook.
Ar fi wvrut adesea sn fi fost She often wished she had been taught how to bake bread
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era purcel ul when she was a piglet.
Cond se afla “"n bucnhntnanrie, When she was in the kitchen, she felt as if she had been
pe o insulnAn pustbséd, mbardedec shipwrecked on a desert island, and she was afraid she

would starve to death.

Avea sentiment ul cn, dacn ai If she had attended the school for oxen, she felt she would
fi devenit o fiinThA mult mai have become a much better person.
Ma ma ei er a deer pfiir ea er ecoit-ome . Her mother felt it would not be right if she taught the sow
scroafn sn gnteascn <carne, how to cook meat, as she might easily end up cooking pork
ajungn sn gn toe abswmnddegre, dircpunctal ter one day, which, from Mrs So
vedere al dnei Scroafn, ar t immoral.
Porcul de o sutn de kilogr a The one-hundred -kilo pig, her father, would rather human
ni ci oameni i sn gnteasch, "1 beings could not cook either, because, since he was sacrificed
supravieTuielte sub formn he has survived as sausages
fermierului.
Dna Scroafn va fi fost mnAri Mrs Sow will have been married for years when the moment
veni viemea ca bnAnrbatul el : comes for her husband to get angry because she cannot ever
nu [tifacédnde di mineaTh. cook him pancakes for breakfast.
cond el va divorTa de ea I When he divorces her, and moves in with the mare, Mrs Sow
"nTelege Ummicedre main bine mi will at last understand that she had better have gone to a
gntit c©nd era adolescentn. cooking school when she was in her teens.
Poate o sperdterau vdinnaor T pe ma She may blame her divorce on her mother, who should have
prevadn ce se va “ntOmpl a. foreseen what was going to happen.
Dacmrs " nt©mpla sn intre fer If the farmer should come into his kitchen right now, he
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gnei pe dna Scr oigpfameul,pr egnt i n« would find Mrs Sow cooking him lunch.
Poate sar gandi s-o angajeze,inlocso mnn®©nce d He might consider hiring her, instead of eating her for
i ar putea trni fericiTi p « Christmas, and they could live happily ever after.

378.
DI Ghindn 1 pierdu pnal Ari e Mr Acorn lost his hat when he fell down into the grass.
cnainte de aceasta, sasl vnzus:c Before that, he had only seen the world from above.
De abia aterizn “n iarbn, cn Hardly had he landed in the grass when the tiny white dots
de sus, devenirn ni-ltaelumnaup e he had seen from high up became huge mushrooms, which
took all his light.
PArea cn a ajuns “n alt unin\ He seemed to have reached another universe, where the sun
care era mereu rece i umed. never shone, and which was always cold and wet.
Se scufunda sub frunze, i r He was sinking under the leaves, and he could not help it.
Cu c©t se afunda mai tare, ¢ The lower he sank, the colder it got.
Ar fi dat orieceevma,sesn Nnnomg He wished something would happen to put an end to his
nightmare.

¢l ami ntea curemugtialcgied eah He remembered nostalgically that he used to think he would
ca phsArile atunci cOnd o s fly like the birds when he grew up.
Nu-i dnduse niciodatn prin mi It had never occurred to him that he would find himself
moarte, dacnhn nu se va Tine t among dead leaves if he did not hold on to his hat.
¢l Zise ¢cnhn precis a fost-o He told himself that it must have been a magic hat, and, if he
pierdea, ar fi acum | ©ngn nc had not lost it, he would now be close to the clouds.
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Era din ce “"nntAatomai "~ nsphir It was getting more and more scary.
Dacrmrn fi fost r©ma, poate c If it had not been for the earthworm, he might have had a
panic attack.

ROma tocmai ielise sA respir-r The worm had just come out for a breath of fresh air when
lvhzu pe dl Ghindn fhAanspasr she saw Mr Acorn without a hat, and she thought that he had

ca-isfomagieze frumuseTea.

taken his hat off in order to pay homage to her beauty.

Dacharn fi fost dajafiofl mbujo Had she not already been red, the earthworm would
“"ndoi al A. certainly have blushed.
ROma ~ | ridicn cu grijn pe < The earthworm lifted Mr Acorn gently from the hole he had
fhcuse atunci-lpwrntdn ap e nfzruunt made when he had fallen, and carried him on her forehead.
Dacn vedeTi o ghindn fAarn ptr If you see a moving hatless acorn, it will definitely be Mr
fi dl Ghindnhn, purtat de r ©Omr Acorn, carried by the earthworm.
Suntinlunade mieredeozighi ndn, [i se d They have been on their honeymoon for an acorn-day, and
they are off to see the world.
379.
|l epur atasndee si mte vinovat. Little rabbit feels guilty.
Toate animalele din juauanonte All the animals around him have had a long tail ever since
they were born.
cond este “nAbulitor de cal When it is stifling hot in summer, the vixen will fan herself
coada. with her tail.
Cocol ul 1 "nfoaie coada ¢ The cock will put his feathery tail up whenever he feels like
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certe gninile. scolding the hens.
¢cn fiecare zi de c©nd a “~nce Every day since summer started, the wolf has fished trout
cu coada. with his tail.

Pisica are ceamall ungn coadn p-e Cape
vreodat n.

The cat has the longest tail little rabbit has ever seen.

Seara, c¢c©nd se culcn iepurel When the rabbit goes to bed in the evening, somebody reads
a fairytale to him.
Asear n, meanta tliuti de s parpierdutcoasial Last night, his mother read to him about the bear who lost his

s

pentru cn a “ncercat sn pesc

tail because he tried to fish with it in the frozen lake.

i Amfosteu vreodat Aaturise?p uar & inutlr oHave | ever been a bear?06 |
ADe ce sn fii wurs? OWhy should you be a bear?

Nu-Ti place sn fii iepure? Do you not | ike being a rabl
ANu vreau snhn trniesc fArn cc ol do n olive witlkout & tait o

Este ala de... fArn sens. It seems so. pointless. o0

Mama iepure ar fi vrut sn nu Mother rabbit wished she had not mentioned the bear in her

tale.
Nu-i i “nchipuise cn i ep atuna tand She had not imagined that little rabbit would be so upset

“fi va da seama ch este altf

when he realized he was different from the others.

iCu c@®tcdhda mai mar e, cu at 0 T h e |yountgilasrthe more fur you have to clean.

SA cureTi

Am vruiti §mc viaTa mai uloar | wanted to make your |ife
fi De-arfisso curnT bine bine de t olf I were to clean it real/l
iDacn [tiam cn o sA vrei coa ol f I had known you would w
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animale,m-al fi rugat {dfa Demnenal other animals, | would have prayed to God to give you one
nu te nAscuseli “nch. when you had not been born
Dacfars "nt ©mpl a sn va “-ht @eni If you should meet little rabbit, do not disturb him.
De asearn se roagn fnrn “~nc Since last night he has constantly been praying to God to be
coadn mai |l ungn atr@nci ¢O©nd given a longer tail when he grows up.
Ceea ce mn tem cn dovedelte Which proves rabbits never grow up, | am afraid.
niciodatn.
380.

DI Mrvgoaira sh fie cOntnreT | a Mr Donkey wanted to be an opera singer.
Lua |l ecTii de co©ntat | de « He had been taking singing and dancing lessons for a year
anunT “n ziarul de dimineaTr when he saw an ad in his morning paper.
AnunTul spunea c¢ch opera din The ad said that the village opera would hire a baritone in his
floarea vOrstei, dach acest prime, if he could sing Figi
Figaro.
DI Mhgar era o persoann mai Mr Donkey was an elderly person, but he thought nobody
observa ni meni cn nu mai est would notice that he was not young any longer, because he
minunatn (i o figurnA frumoasc had a wonderful figure and a lovely face.
Cu cO©t se wuita mai atent | a The more closely he looked at himself in the mirror, the more
frumos i se pnrea c¢cn este. handsome he thought he was.
ci teepéobnhiio ntrebn | a ci He phoned the mare and asked whom she would resort to if
fie angajatn | a operh. she wanted to be hired at the opera.
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|l apa se mirn de ce o “ntreat The mare wondered why he asked her such nonsense.
Opera era pentru oameni. The opera was for humans.
Numai oamenii [Itiau sn coOnt e Only human beings could sing.
Ce punea |l a cale dl Mhgar ? What was Mr Donkey up to?
Nu [tia el cn nici nu poat Did he not know he could not even enter the opera house
st ApO©nul l ui cu el ? unless his master came with him?
Dacn dI Magarf incest at -a fiputstt If Mr Donkey had not argued with his master, he could have
ruga pe fierdmiaero smoOnh de aj u asked the farmer to help him out.
Di n nefericire, DI Mai g & r u tT Unfortunately, Mr Donkey remembered he had not wanted
clinteascn atwnaiuga@®ndc na daist to budge when the latter had asked him to take the logs to
the fair.
Prin urmarej;a chlot Mitigaf mssier c e Consequently, Mr Donkey made up his mind to try his luck
unul singur. on his own.
Acum este sigur c¢cn, dacn frfast He is positive now that, if he had not gone to the opera alone,
angajat, i ar fi azi cel m ¢ he would have been hired, and would be the best singer in
the world today.
Din ziua c¢c©nd a fost r eafnuszna.t Since the day he was refused, he has been waiting for a
second chance.
Dac#rs nt @mprloagisnsn facnhn cev If you should ask him to do anything for you, he would never
va spune nu, pentru-lcndunchidntj say no, because he hopes you will take him to audition for
probn | a opern. the opera.
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381.

DI GOnsac era o fire iritabi Mr Gander was an irritable nature.
Niciodatplneouse sn stea de He had never enjoyed talking to the geese.
¢n copilnrie spera cn o sAn As a child, he hoped he would become a farmer when he
facn mar e grew up.
Visa cnhn o sn voOndn toate phn:c He dreamt he would sell all the birds and animals on the

farm.
Avea shA c©ltige mulsjnbur s He would make a lot of money, and would live all alone ever
adOnci bnAtroneTi. after.
Nu-i dndea prin minte cn o si It never occurred to him that a time would come when he
vrea sA aibn i el familia I might want to have a family of his own.
Dacharn fi fost orfan, ar fi If he had not been anorphan, he would have known nothing
viaTn dec©t singurntatea. was worse than solitude in this life.
Era vremea ca cédvd,nverfie «inn. It was high time somebody or something taught him that it
trnielti singur. was not a good thing to live alone.
Habarn-av ea ¢ln foacsmh g©sca snl ba Little idea did he have that the wild goose would make him
[T dorit niciodatn snhA rnAn wish he had never wished he could be left alone and see no

one.
Sespnea ¢cnh g©sca snl baticn a The wild goose was said to have flown to the farm all the way
din India. from India.
Se Itia ch este expertn ~n & She was known to be an expert at flying.
DI GOnsac, pe ldti as$e¢ Anipaira céa Mr Gander, on the other hand, had never been able to fly.
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Pe vremur.i avea col maruri o He used to have nightmares that the bulldog was chasing
dacniinuia pe datn zborul, va him, and, if he did not fly at once, he would be killed.

Uneori ~ i
un motiv Tntemeiat.

Sspunea c¢cn ar put

He would sometimes tell himself that he could learn how to
fly if he had a good reason.

De cum dndu cu dahiiicnde ay@s (
este vremea sAnh nveTe i el

As soon as he had laid eyes on the wild goose, he felt it was
high time he learned how to fly.

GOsca snhl baeliichA nerhd ptuatse dl

The wild goose was everything Mr Gander had ever

poate fi o gOmuth, ba chiar r imagined a goose could be, and more.
Nicin-apuch ea sn-lcomdadar enada bsn Hardly had she come down to have a better look at him when
i “"ngenunche, i o ceru de Mr Gander knelt down and proposed to her.

cntruc®©t gO©sca snlbaticn nu
GOnsac pur [ simplu nu poa
snptnm@wmwmce sh zboar e.

Since the wild goose will not give up travelling and Mr
Gander simply cannot live without her, he has been learning
how to fly for a week now.

De " ndatn ce o va putea ~nsc As soon as he can accompany the wild goose, they will go to
“"n Suedia pentru -1l umar denun Sweden for their honeymoon, and look for Nils Holgersson,
Hol gersson, a cArui povest e whose story they are very fond of.

Arruga-o pe Sel ma Lagerl °f sh s They would a sk Selma Lagerlof to write another book, about
dacn aceasta ar fi “n viaTn. the two of them, if she were alive.

Par deci i SA ajungn vesti Ti They seem to be determined to become famous.

DachA citiTi acum desipral @? ¢

If you read about them now, they have succeeded, have they
not?
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382.

Dra Casadaammsscwin TCcwotprac car e Miss Chestnut was born in a tree which had a hundred and
cincizeci [i Tapte de copii fifty -seven children.
Ar fi vrut sn aibn o odaie ¢ Shewished she had a room of her own.
Visa chA 0o sA creasmamih,i oA sv She dreamt she would grow to be a mother-chestnut-tree
ea copiii ei. with children of her own.
Ltia chA nu va fi trimisn | a She knew she would not be sent to school.
Ni ci mncar nu spera cn o sAn She did not even hope she would ever get married, or travel
sh vadn | umea. and see the world.
SimTea c¢cn este predestinattd She felt that she was destined to live alone, unless a miracle
cumva se intmpla o minune. happened.
FraTi.i [ surorile ei aveau Her brothers and sisters only had one concern: they wanted
multnh sevn, ca snNn ajungn cas:c to get as much sap as possible, so that they might grow into

huge chestnuts.
ToTi voiau sn cadnin mai cur ©n They all wanted to fall down sooner, and grow into big trees.
Cu cat mancau mai mult, cu atat le era maifoame. The more they ate, the hungrier they felt.
Dra Castann nu cerea de m@on Miss Chestnut did not ask for food, lest they should start
ur ascn. hating her.
COnd i se spunea cn este ur When she wastold that she was ugly and small, she would

keep silent.
Ltia cn este de zece ofri ma i She knew she was ten times smaller than the others, and she
lucelte. did not even shine.
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Nu -dn fi dordei Isanl Tfii,e ccua t o She did not wish she were like the others, although their
verzi, Tepoase tot creiteau, green, spiky coats kept growing, while hers was smaller and
mic, [i se ntuneca | a cul oc¢ smaller, and grew darker every day.
De abia veni prima zi a | ui Hardly had the first day of September come when most
se i aruncarn cu capul “n chestnuts plunged head forward, eager to strike roots.
radnci ni
|l el eau mOndre din paltoanel They would proudly come out of their green coats as soon as
pnmont . they hit the ground.
Dra Castann nici nu vru sn i Miss Chestnut would not even come out.
¢cn clipa c¢c©nd c-ntaarse a spatpleela lenre The moment she fell off her branch, she turned her back to
i plonse. the world and cried.
O fetiTh de [ apte ani cu oc A seven-year-old blue-eyed girl happened to pass by with
acolo cu mama ei. her mother.
Tocmali vizitase Hampton Cou She had just visited Hampton Court, and was going back to
trenul. London by train.
Era | a n c-anpegit ul duphn It was an early afternoon.
O observn imediat pe dra Cac She noticed Miss Chestnut at once.
Ni ci nu atinse bine fetiTa | Hardl 'y had the | ittle girl to
i el i dra Castann din ea: (o I when Miss Chestnut came out: a shy, tiny, dark brown little
inchis, nu mai mare decét unghia unui deget. chestnut, no bigger than a finger nalil.
Celelalte castanenraveau de unde sn |t The other chestnuts would not know they would be gathered
gunoi er. [ dusie | a valea ct by dustmen and taken to the garbage valley.
Feti Ta o ridicn pe dra Cast e The little girl picked up Miss Chestnut, and held her in her
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hand.
Din ziua aceea, dra Cas,{anme Since that day, Mi ss Chestn
peste tot cu ea. pocket, and has gone everywhere with her.
Feti Ta este acum medic pedi e Now, the little girl has become a pediatrician.
Ori de cate ori vede un copil singur pe un pat de spital, se Whenever she sees a lonely child on a hospital bed, she tinks
gndeite | a dra Castann, mer of Miss Chestnut, always hidden in her purse.
L i i aduce aminte de copi And she remembers her childhood, her mother and
Court. Hampton Court.
383.
¢cn copilArie, T ubeam taina ¢ | loved the mystery of seashells, as a child.
Era o scoich mare, rotundn g There was a big round shell
Ma ma mnh naepna ka ureche, My mother would urge that | should put it to my ear , so that
valuril or nAuntru. I might hear the sound of sea waves inside it.
Familia noastrn mergea | a m Our family would go to the seaside every summer since |
implinit doisprezece ani. turned twelve.
¢cnainte sA merg pnivmAasamnst Before going to the seaside for the first time, | had learned
how to swim.
Ar fi crezut vreunul dalntfrie Would any of my friends have believed it if | had told them
mi-au trebuit doun snptAmoni that it had taken me two weeks to find the courage to keep
apn? my head under water?
Mi-a pl Acut "~ ntotdeauna sh " n | have always loved to swim.
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Cel mai frumos vis al meu de My most beautiful dream so far has been one about the sea.
Nu Tnotam. | was not swimming.
Zburam peste mar e al bast | was flying above a blue sea, as blue as the Mediterranean)
Mediterana, cred:n-am vnzut niciodathn suppose: | have never seen the Mediterranean Sea.
¢ mi crescusern aripi, [Ii pl | had grown wings, and | was floating in the air.
Zborul nu era tocmai elibere Flying was not really freedom from movement.
Trebuia sfioftacsfunmA menTin a | had to make an effort to stay up there.
BraTele erau aripile mele, I My arms were my wings, and | used them to beat the air.
aerul.
Mi-aduc desl ulit amint enudrt nalg | distinctly remember that | wished | were stronger, so that |
ca snh zbor mai iute. might fly faster.
Al fi putut sA mA tem ch o ¢ | could have been afraid | might fall, but | was not.
Zburam de-apafctAinfmscaver, [ i n | was flying as if | had been born in the air and could not live
trnAi niciodatn pe pAMONt . on land again.
PAream sn fi uitat ce mul t | seemed to have forgotten how much I liked to swim, and |
serile n care mnA oplailmbasem had forgotten all the evenings | had walked down city streets

in the dark.

Nu era dec®©t luminAa i echil There was only light and my equilibrium up in the air.
tin minte visul -amelat p®bat : | have remembered that dream to this day, and | have often
o clipn doar, pe ¢cO©nd zbur ai wondered if, for a brief moment, while | was flying above the
de scoici vii,  ngaeradds cnheius Mediterranean Sea, which was full of living shells, my
hot Ahr@it asmate cum este daoda guardian angel had spread his wings and had decided to

show me what it felt like to live several lives at once.
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1.
Preotul care fusese porecli: The priest who had been nick
condamne un pitic care ar f not find it in his heart to condemn a midget who should have
bot ez dacn asrt afbii |verausstc ns A ns ep had two Christian names if he had wanted to settle in his
ce sn t e-lwedi peeppedtiin patm labe, cand este parish, so why would you expect to see the priest on his hands
evident pentru | umea di-arsciza and knees, when it is obvious to everyone in the universe that
niciodatn penarfuncuwtv,a ocem na he would never apologize for something he has never done,
Tnvinuit un pitic pentru ceva atat de in ofensiv ca un nume? such as blaming a midget for something as harmless as a
name?
2.
Cum sh te gOndelti cn poate Why would you think that fF
Charl es Graiy,f idaafil aat dej a - name might be useful, unless you had already found out
 aptezeci de ani ~n Marea BI during your seventy -year stay in Great Britain that Gray used
spunn ato©nnAar i frumulielo, | tolkebeing referred to as Oyou
convi ns -oc s hn af | enicimicutic e deprezéntau often sign his |l etters o0ypbo,
acele iniTiale? find out what those initials stood for?
3.
Directorul Ilcolii ar fi afl ¢ The headmaster would have been bound to find out sooner
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or later that you have hidden from him your maiden name,
which | know has embarrassed you ever since you found out
that you had been named after a chimp who had married a
soprano, hoping that she would eventually find out a solution
to the world crisis in the 1930s.

De secole incoace,nusa gnsit rnspuns }
a schimbat un pensionar numele in Milionar la scurt timp
"nainte sn moarn de f oame.

For centuries now, the question why a pensioner changed his
name to Millionaire a short while before starving to death has
not been found an answer to.

Noul nnscut al reggaideileucwus
scrie prinTul negru pe alwb
nicinui-ar pnsaar cpeutse a nt ©mp | -ar

ajunge niciodatn sn fie maj

The queends new born baby wi
until the p rince writes down in black and white on the palace
east wall that he could not care less what might happen if the
baby never came of age.

s

General ul n vOlr st h de <cinci
rnzboi ul ui di n Brazili a “na

The fifty -sevenyear-old general will finish off the war in
Brazil before the end of the third millennium, if his wife, who
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dacn nevasta | ui, care are is fifty now, promises to use a knife and fork for as long as she
foloseascn cuTitul [ furcul lives in his house, which they both bui It in their youth, and
care au ridicat-o amoO©ndoi “n t i-anmerdatT which has lost its roof since she ran away with a pilot, to
acoperil ul de c¢c©nd ea a fu return two months later, in her early forties then, with a black
"ntoarce dupn doun luni, | a eye, a broken arm and a sprinkled ankle, all acquired while
aceea, cu un ochi vOnnt , un skiing in the Alps.
t oat e t-irséde@sahiatul in Alpi.

7.
Unhdramaturg de cincizeci [ A playwright who was in his early fifties had cried out loud
cn o sn termine el salata de that he would finish up the fruit salad if the waiter sprinkled
i piper “n ea, I|i daci snimf salt and pepper on it, and if his great-grandfather did not put
chiar el, ceeacedar face pe -dir amhéest his foot in it and eat it himself, which would make the
rudel e. playwri ght curse all his relatives.
8.

Dacn wuniversitarul, care ayv Unless the academic, who was ninety years of age, had stated
afirma vehement c¢ch a "~ ncet at vehemently that he had stopped teaching and would look for
bi ne pl At i niciun studentmead e If i recu a well paid job as a model, no student would have admitted
aratn vOoOrsta, i a-ar pmat at uhi that he looked his age, and the faculty doorman would still be
nueste nevoie sh se teamn ch reassuring him that he need not be afraid of looking old, since
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de doun ori mai “n vOrstnhn c: people twice his age were as fit as a fiddle.
9.
Doamna '~ n” mb@rtsgtomi se mul t The elderly lady had aged a lot, so she asked the plastic
chirurgul plastician dacn a surgeon if he had finished with her sister -in-law, who had
promi sese c¢ch va arnta ca | a been promised she would look fifteen after the operation,
pentru c¢n, dacn nu va face because, unless she underwat a costly operation soon, she
simte ¢cn va “"nceperasmn Bsreer felt she would start complaining to all the passers -by that she
apropie de optzeci de ani. was coming up to eighty.
10.
Mecani cul de |l ocomotivn cel The cowardly engine driver told the teenager who was
dormea pe acoperilul cambireei sleeping on the roof of his cabin that the latter was old enough
ftie ch nu trebuie shA fughn to know better than r un away from home, and, if he did not
napoi acasn, bniatul va re:¢ return home, the boy would be very sorry.
11.
Al fi zis ch un tOmplar care I should have said that a carpenter in his early sixties, who is
tot spune tuturor ziariltil-c always urging every journalist he meets in the underground
i punn toate “ntrebnrile, pe to ask him all the questions, because he has all the answers
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care ziaristul are nevoi e,catc the journalist needs, would have much more to say than just
s acuze |eful cn poGSnn | a accuse his boss that by the age of seventy (his boss is actuall
I ui are acum “n jur de o0ptae in his middle e ighties now) he has done nothing but fish for
fAcut altceva dec®©t sn altej compliments.
12.

Vagabondul ncerca -ldie w@r e f: The tramp had been trying for a quarter of an hour to fit his
un penar, [ nu Vvoia snh ac weapon into a pencil box, and he would not accept the help
prietenos care era nchicarefi of the friendly ex -dictator who was locked up in the same cell
explicase “"n mod repetat ch, as he was himself, and who had repeatedly explained to him
intr-o singurn ornA preTioasn d that, although he could fit ten appointments into one precious
ti mp numaii [ numai vagab hour of his time, he would devote that time to the tramp
recunoalte cn avea de goOnd alone, if the tramp admitted that meant to shoot the

presidentds giraffe with it.

13.

De ¢c©tn vreme ziceali ch perloi How long did you say he was likely to need in order to fit up
prevadn hambar ul cu un ar a his barn with a cooker, a typewriter, air -conditioning and
condi Tionat i “ncnhnlzire cei central heating?
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382

How long has that handsome heiress, who claims that life
begins at forty, been watching the lively monkey which keeps
making faces at the aged, as if it knew that those old people
would tie it to a tree if they realized that the monkey was
trying t o escape from its cage?

Nicinuse-nt or sese bine cnlughnru

15.

The forty -four -year-old monk had hardly returned from his

ani din pelerinajul-aaniuial = hi yearly pilgrimage to Lisbon when the flames in the stove of
flhcAnrile din soba buaxwt'Amrgh the monastery kitchen flared up suddenly, and swallowed
him.
16.
De abia “1I No sooner had the surgeon realized that he was related by

cu pacientul pe carel

ZOmbet

de

i dndu chirurgallli a

opereazh,
satisfacTie.

c

z

n

marriage to the patient he was operating on than a sudden
smile of satisfaction flashed across his face.
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17.
Dacn cumva primarul acel a me Suppose the elderly mayor had told the convict that the latter
cnh acesta din urmn este sOnN: was his own flesh and blood, and had given him all the
bani i pe ciarfeoluossnmasan or Al e money the townsmen were going to use in order to build a
un pod? bridge!

18.
Sopr ana, ruda | ui ndephrt a The soprano, his distant relative, flashed a discreet glance at
capul f ami | ipair,enf fiigit gandarile inapoie the head of the family, and fell silent, as if her tho ughts had
l a vremea c©nd ar fi fost ex flashed back at the time when it would have been very
"n aceeali odaie cu un compl unlikely for her to be in the same room as a conspirator.

19.
Varul ei din partea tatnl ui Her cousin on her fatherods s
| umOnAril e una @@tamelui servagufunda had flickered out 0 n e s difige wasn
“n beznn, va “ngndui [ omer i plunged into darkness, he would allow the unemployed to go
sh fure pietrele preTioase in and wait for a chance to steal the precious stones locked by

the mayor in his safe.
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The deaf and the dumb have not objected to the news that the
bears will never be allowed to flirt with pretty women,
because they have known for months such a law can never be
passed.

De ce spun orbi

-

[ cnh preledi

21.

Why do the blind say that their president is seeing the lawyer

avocatul ui “n legnturn cu o about a house to rent, when everyone knows the lawyer to
avocatul cocheteazn de |l uni- have been flirting for months with the idea of moving into a
un cort in California? tent in California?

22.
Secretarul generalest e de obicei gen The Secretary General is usually the welkmeaning kind of
intenTionatn c¢aterne droeuprie t mi nduit person who wil/| repeat every
aseamnnn se adunhod, i, dac flock togetheré, and, i f he

cred cn trebui
dezorgani zatn,

e s n nau familie
[ i-lteteze@l t Rla@

| think you should keep in mind that he comes from a broken
home, and expects everyone to treat him gently.
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I do not think the Attorney General is thinking hard, because
his eyes are closed, and | suspect that this very minute he is
praying to God Almighty to solve all the requests that have
been flooding in since his appointment, because he wants to
take a nap.

24,

How many times do you want me to repeat that the widower
is an only child, and he has just flown in from Wales, where
he visited his parents, and why do you not understand that,
although he is a General Practitioner, he is always telling all
the sick people who come to see him that they are not really
ill, and never will be?

Nu cred cnhn procurorul gener
are ochii “nchili, Ti bAanui.
Dumnezeu sn rezolve toate <ce
numirea |l ui, pentru cn el v
De cOte ori vroei sn repet c
la pAarinTi, i tocmai a veni
il vizitat pAarinTii, Ieste rdedic
generalist, mereu | e spune |
nu sunt bol navi [ nu vor fi
Danezul mnnoO©ncn dul ciuri t o
obicei grozad pgeacec shd sd micifg
nuntn, pentru cn danezul se
O snN se “"nsoare cu iubita I

25.

The Dane is always eating sweets, which usually makes the
Scot fly into a rage, and scream that there will not be any
wedding, because the Dane will have put on so much weight
by the time he marries his sweetheart that he will not be able
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la altar. to walk to the altar.
26.
De cei sare Tandnra finlandez Why does the Finn fly off the handle whenever the Swede
suedezul “n timpul predici. falls asleep during the sermon, and why is he building that
aceea particul ar n, -lidcaie e suedez private church, unless it is to lock the Swede there, and let
acol o] Ihsensn doarmhA cO©te him sleep for the rest of his life?
27.
Polonezului,care mer eu zi ce c¢ch se ' n The Pole, who is always sayi

is related to the Pope, usually finds it hard to focus his
thoughts on staying alive, and sees a shrink every other day.

cu Papa, [ se palrie denodntcrec
asupra supravieTuirii, [Ti n
psihiatru.

Oar e i este ntotdeauna ru
mar e, care este |l ogodit de
preface in acestmo me nt ¢ nh [ este ru
ar putea face i el la fel?

28.

Does the Turk always feel ashamed of his elder brother, who
has been engaged for twenty years now, or is he pretending
to be ashamed right now, lest we should think he might do
the same?
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The Lebanese is running after his friend, and is unaware of
the private investigator, who knows what the Lebanese is up
to, and is recording his conversation with his foster parents
this very minute.

That elderly lady has dozens of projects in mind, but lacks the
persistence to follow them through, and yet she is always
bragging about her aspirations, which is precisely what you
are doing right now.

The Spaniard was a widower who had decided to forget all
about mourning, and who dated every girl in the village, but
would not go steady with any of them.

29.
Li banezul aleargn dupln @bse
detectivul particul ar, car e
care i “nregistreazn convel
acum.
30.
Doamna aceea “n vOrsth are -
atepersevereniam sapllieapannli
| audn cu aspiraTiile ei, adi
31.
Spaniolul era un vnduv care
i care dndea nt ©l nire tut
ai bn o relaTie dnwerele.oasn cu I
32.
Burl acul ui T era teamn c¢n

The bachelor was afraid he might be widowed any day if he
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dachn se va “nsura cu vnduv: married the widow, who kept telling him he he was the
raposatul ei bAarbat, i car-e spitting image of her late husband, and who had even
o j oi ch aude clopote de mni confessed to him one Thursday in church that she heard

wedding bells whenever they met.

33.
Acordorul ui de piane, <care | The piano tuner, who lived on the first floor of your block till
et aj “n bl ocul t nu, [ se ''n last year, was framed up by the police every five years,
cinci “n cinci ani, atunci < whenever he was released from jail.

34.
Bancherul , al cnr ui birou di The banker, whose office faced Hyde Park, felt sure he was
ch tocmai i se ‘“nsceneazn c being framed by the bank manager, and he had even
chairprezisese ch va f-o anpsha predicted he would be arrested on Friday week.

35.
Mi liardarul iawbéltiabdrun mevas:s The billionaire freed his beloved wife from financial
financiarn de el atunci c ©On dependence on him when he confessed to her that he had

cand ea dormea.

divorced her while she had been asleep.
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36.
Arici ul nndnjduia cn va fi The hedgehog hoped hewould be forgiven by all his victims
c©nd i se va publica romanul when his novel about the fate of all hedgehogs was published,
coOnd toTi cei pe care i “n and all those that he had ever pricked understood that he was
era vina lui. not to blame.

37.
Ucigalul cu s©nge rece “~1i The cold-blooded murderer realized that it was such a harsh
gr ea n Africa “"nc®©t au "~ ngt winter in Africa that all the rivers had frozen up, and he
cur©nd “ntreaga populaTie d complained that the whole population of the Congo would
ala cn el nu va mai avea pe soon move to Switzerland, so there would be nobody left for

him to Kill.

38.
Or i de cOte ori T spunea p Whenever the patriot told his secretary that he was so busy
ocupat” nc©t nu are o clipn 1| i be that he could not spare a minute, she retorted that, unless he
[ va mAr i sal ariul, ea i gave her a raise, she would tell his wife that he always cheated

niealn atunci c©nd rAmMOne on her whenever he was left alone.
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39.
Cumdel-ai crezut pe colar atun Why did you believe the chimney sweeper when he said he
chemat snA cureTe col ur ifdarebifea was always called to sweep the chimneys of the Royal Palace,
ch Regele are “"ncnhAl zir-ka?cent when you know very well that the King has had central
heating since the 19th century?
40.
BeTi vul fu silit SN recunoze The drunkard was forced to admit that he only drank tea
atunci coOnd r df wzn dma nfgii wln . ¢ when the innkeeper refused to sell him plum brandy.
41.
tia spus deja vegetarianul c Has the vegetarian already told you that in the Middle East
spanac |l a orice colT de str: they sell spinach at every street corner?
42.

A coOitigat doncarsué brganizptu pentru cei
vOr st niacispulsi c®iddat?bani i s

Has the playwright won the competition organized for the
aged, and has he told you how much money he has been
given?
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43.
Jucntorul de f o tspitaldldedgi miotaleca i The footballer has been furnishing the mental asylum with
cAmnl i de forThn de cincizec straight jackets for the last fifty -five days and fifty minutes,
mi nut e ncoace, [ “n tot and all this time he has incessantly repeated to the patients
pacienTilor c¢ch nu trebuie siI that they must stop fussing about.

44,
Tocmaiisa spus urasulnugr ficinaes d ®n The bear has just been told that he has put on weight since the
asistenta medicaln ultima o:¢ nurse last weighed him.

45.
Romancier ul a chpntat " n c faie The novelist has gained in confidence since you reassured
linifltit cA nu este siSahgra.r ul him he was not the only penniless writer in the Sahara.

46.
Budi stul vrea sn [tie dacn f The Buddhist wants to know if the Dutch philosopher has
scrisorile secreteaaluemecnl gained access to the monkads

pentru descoperirea lui.

be paid for his discovery.
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47.
Issa spus vreodatn bifamdia a fast del Has the bureaucrat ever been told that his family fortune was
mult cheltudatimailirAcmasnai mi spent long ago, and there is nothing left for him, so he had
paria pe cai at unc i-arfttpototdonsrui a better have gambled on horses when he was younger, and he
o cash |l a jumhtatea drumul ui could have built himself a house mid -way between Naples

and Venice?

48.
l-a dat vreodaéagemtrulnuimi che eb Has it ever occurred to the broker that only a fool would
nechi baui tj uicia economiile di gamble his |ifeds savings on
aruncare a zarumTéloes &I o a he never understood so far that this is the reason why the
acum ch tocmaiu ché i ateecar$et ragged beggar and his best friend have ganged up against
prietenul lui cel mai bun Tmpotriva lui? him?

49.
Lucrntorul necalificat casc The blue-collar worker has been gaping at the one-way street
doun ore ncoace, [ “n tot for two hours now, and all a long he has hoped that the traffic
agentul de -icisrpcuunina Tciee ssin f ac agent will come and tell him what to do.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

A

Ly

2 L
D

@,-/ e
CanaV

Inviitati inteligent
Invatati gramalica

iy r\N‘d\

L4

Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.

393

50.
JucAtorul de bridge garnisel The bridge player has been garnishing the salmon with
castravetedecandia dat de I tire [ of-¢ parsley and slices of cucumber since the bus driver let him
| lase la KéIn, care,azisl of erul , nu poat e know that he would drop him at Cologne, which, the driver
orA cu malina de locul unde sai d, could not be more tha
cu peltele de trei l uni de : where the bridge player had been expected with the fish for

the last three months.
51.

Mirele habar nu avea cand se vaintoarce mireasa din Liban,

The bridegroom had no idea when his bride would return
from Lebanon, or if she woul d marry him after she had found
out that he had never travelled abroad.

or i dacn se va mai mAarita -a&
cnlntorit niciodatn "n strni
52.
Atunci cOnd se trezi, cnlug
hot Ar” ¢cn nu va spune ni mAnNi

When the monk woke up, he was on the bank of the Nile, and
he decided that he would never tell anyone how he had
reached that place.
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53.
¢n clAdirea cu pat seiaflaeun ascehsor There was in that forty -four-storey building an elevator
care era defect de treizeci which had been out of order for thirty -three years.
54,
Se spunea c¢ch vaporul a fos The ship was said to have beenbuilt in the desert, miles from
depnrtare de orice localita anywhere, and the papers announced that the ship would be
va fi transportat la poalele muntelui, unde ploua de secole. carried to the foot of the mountain, where it had been raining
for centuries.
55.
Se aflase ¢cn “n nordul Nor v Word had got around that in northern Norway the frontiers
phnzite c¢cn nnciupprelat e trece were so well guarded that no reindeer could get across.
56.
Actoruldecomedies punea publicul ui C The comedian had been telling his audience for an hour and
a plecat din Orientul cndepi a half that he had left the Far East by getting across a wooden
nainte ca acesta sn fie ar.: bridge, before that bridge was blown up by Martian invaders.

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS




ubD
OOP‘ M,

& %
= c
“%_L\(Vé‘ Volumul 3. Ora de Englezi.
’/C'and\*e"b
395
57.
De abia-l i dndu seama dramaturg Hardly had the playwright r
I ui se afl A |l a o aruncnturn was a shtoe anvaydfiom the theatre when he told her
trebuie sn se muteseemacotl e, that she must move out of there, if she wanted to marry him.
58.
ElveTianul studia araba 15 The Swiss hadbeen studying Arabic 15 hours a day for a year
cO©nd a fost angaj abplimieeisica.n a: when he was hired by a rich Arab to walk his cat.
59.

COnda Tmarturisit dulgherul ¢

When did the carpenter who had been furnishing his new
house for years confess to you that he would need half a
century if he were to do it well?

ani de zile cnh ar avea nevoi
f acn luwraeadumea?

60.
Ni ci nu fu bi ne dnr ©mat n 1

recunochiurrinal i-auei ndél es @i c
[ i-as gondit chiar sA se mute

No sooner had the three-storey building been pulled down
than its tenants admitted that they had never got on well with
their neighbours, and had even considered moving to Japan.
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When will you tell your roommate that you know why he
stole your fountain pen, that you saw him when he took it,
and that you have been waiting for him to return the object to
youfl which has not happened yet?

Va |l ocui Matei toat Work-ulua drisse
va hotAr  -lciA dnea i a it smeal a s
unchi ul | ui miliardar, dr e

unchiului lui de a se muta cu el?

Will Matthew be living all his life on the outskirts of New
York, or will he decide that the effort of getting on well with
his billionaire uncle is worth while, so he will accept his
uncl eds invitation to move i

Primarul vrea sn [Itie dach
fArn maj or dom acdoovimge itu pe revasta lo
s fAiTmprumute pe majordom pentru o zi famil iei tale.

The mayor wants to know if your stepbrother will get along
without a butler when you persuade his wife to lend this
butler to your family for a day.

l-a i spune parohul ui sn mear

Would you tell the vicar to go straight on an d turn left, if the
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st ©nga, dacn parohul -ar inin vicar confessed that he would never have shown you the way
niciodat h-ope eundiacki trent Aci if you had got lost when you first came to Lapland?
venit prima datn “n Laponi a“
65.
Cu cine vei mai “mpnar Ti bir Whom will you be sharing your office with, if your friend
pe director ulcongediaperlogd | i est curses the general manager and is fired on the spot?
66.

spuneipbhi &t ©ti mt

cCoénd “~Ti va
c

When the policeman tells you to turn left, do not imagine that

ch poTi scnpaz drharvan non-aa mMilean@d c you can get away without a heavy fine if you disobey him.

67.
Dach -iai mm@r umuTi umbrela ta If you lend Cinderella your umbrella, you will only get it back
fnapoi numai atunci c ©nd se va mnhrit a when she marries the prince, because it will rain cats and dogs
va ploua cu gnleata tot ti mj all the time till they get m arried.

68.
Regizorul de film va fi trin The producer will be sent fo
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cntre | ecwla unde uratn mal in where his car will be stolen if he stops even for a second to get
pentru o $décumad@gnsdsufl etul . his breath back.
69.
Cusntoreasa va fi aspru ped The seamstress will be severely punished if her English is not
destul de bunndoartiunceigicn@n ds n good enough when the Queen wants to talk to her.
ea.
70.
tise va spune “n cur®©nd <cn You will soon be told that a lorry broke down twenty minutes
dounzeci de minute de mers on foot from here, and no car has been able to gé by since
poatenicomal i nA sA treacn de el then.
71.
Va trebui sn aducem un inst We shall have to get in a plumber to fix the sink which has
fost amplasatn | ©ngn ula tur beenplaced by the revolving door, so that all the visitors may
se spele pe mOi ni la ielire. wash their hands on their way out.
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72.
Vei cnlntori opt ore cu ado You will be travelling for eight hours with that teenager who
de jumntate de orn “ncoace, has been watching you for half an hour now, hoping he will
putea snelspanviold bn. eventually be able to get a word in.
73.
cond o vei observa pe fata-i When you notice that girl with a lovely figure get into her
pune [ortul i fuge pe | ©ngl shorts and run past the plump doorman, you will understand
ce a jurat ea c¢ch nu se va mi why she has sworn she will never marry a man with greasy
hair.
74.
Odatn ce "~ ncepi sn i ei bani Once you start borrowing money, you will see it is much
mu | t ma i ul or snAn faci dat or easier to get into debt than get out of it, and you will give up
renunTi faci gnur i " M i u rsdasttia piercing your ears, because you will never have enough
bani sn cumper. cerceil de pl money to buy platinum ear -rings.
75.
Pescar ul acela cu obrajii St That fisherman with hollow cheeks will be fishing when we
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get to the lake, and he will be quite displeased if your two -
year-old daughter starts screaming at the sight of his bushy
eyebrows.

76.
fi va porunci in curand nevestei luitn v ©r st A de He will soon order his twenty -four-year-old wife to stop
patru de ani snh nceteze sn watching advertisements and go the fair.
la targ.

77.
cnotntorul cu ochi chprui 0 The hazeleyed swimmer will be fired if he ever gets into a
i ar , [ ncepe sn sfnAr ©me b blind fury again, and start
de cOte ori i se cefBteaasold. i nt knacks, as he will do whenever he is asked to get into cold

water and stay there.

78.

Zar zavagi ul cu cear clnin ep evtar d The greengrocer with bags under his eyes will be sentenced

,

n temni TmMmATr tdarcins emkat ea swcruches

to spend his life in jail unless he confesses where he has
hidden his mole.
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Will you scold your stepson if he does not get it into his head
that he will be sent to work at the Zoo unless he takes his
entrance examination?

What will you do when our French bulldog gets his teeth into
your ankle, and the doctor asks you if you will ever forgiv e
him?

Unless she stops complaining that she will be overweight in
a few years, by the time sheturns forty she will have stopped
eating altogether.

79.
Ai -Isncer Ti pe fiul it An©rcva p rfieer
trimis sA munceascn |l a drnn.
examenul de admitere?

80.
Ceveif ace atunci coO©nd bul ddagul
col Tii “n glezna ta, iar -dac
vreodatn?

81.
Dacn nu “nceteazn sn se plcC
c©Tiva ani, po©nn ce va ~mpli
mAnn©nce cu totul

82.
Al fi c umpglétrnatd eo chinccii zecii d
nu te ameninTa elefantul c4
cOnTi o serenadn mngarul ui ?

Would you have bought a fifty -thousand-dollar bicycle if the
elephant had not meanced you that he would catch you and
send you to sing a serenade to the donkey?
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83.
MA “ntred dachi puit vreodat | wonder if he has ever imagined his hair will have turned
phrul pO©nn ce cumneatl aclkwai ci gray by the time his sister-in-law finds an electrician to fix his
repare becul de la baie. bathroom bulb.
84.
Va mai merge miliardarul intr -o excursieinj ur ul | u Will the billionaire go on a world tour if he loses his fortune
i va pierde toatn averea gambling at the Casino in Monte Carlo?
Carlo?
85.
Nuis-a spus regel-avandmtduoceda te The King has been told neither why the duchess has sold all
cu diamant, ni ci c ©n d -i eumperace her diamond earrings, nor when she will try to buy them
napoi, ca nu cumva sn afle back, lest the duke should find out she has used the money to

inchirieze un cimpanzeu.

rent a chimpanzee.

86.

cnainte S h

Before he got off the bus at the last but one stop, he had
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finished reading the novel, and was wondering whether he
should read the paper or answer his cell phone.

terminase de <citit romanul ,
ziarulrnrAaopunagm | a mobil

Este convins c¢ch va fi tclrimdan
periuTele lui de dinTi sunt
pant of i cu toc, pentru cn e
pe dinTi dec©t sn umbli pe

87.

He is positive that he will have finished explaining to his only
customer that his toothbrushes are more expensive than a
pair of high -heeled shoes, because it is safer to brush your
teeth than to walk in high heels.

Mnh “ntreb co©nd vV a

trebui sn stea | a

’

“"nTel ege
terminat de bnrnut stilidea gdean
chisoar ¢

n

88.

I wonder when the waitress will understand that the
drunkard will have finished his bottle of vodka before he
realizes he will have to stay in jail for the rest of his life.

Nu vreeameimturi seasc

de toate frustrnAari
este mai scund ca el.

n
e

neves
poO©nn

t
C

89.

He will not confess to his wife that he will not have got all his
frustrations off his chest till he finds a psychotherapist who is
shorter than himself.
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90.
PO@nA ce violonista va cOIl ti By the time the violinist wins the competition, she will have
de dirijor, pentru cn a moOn been punished by the conductor for having eaten all the
honey in the jar.
91.
POnnh miercurea viitoare, pi By next Wednesday the pianist will have been interviewed by
stnp©nul cOrci umi i unde vre the owner of the pub where he wants to play for the waiters
restul vieTidi for the rest of his life.
92.
Va fi fost pil otul “nvinuit Will the pilot have been blamed for getting on in years by the
"ntoarce din cnhlAtoria pe M time he returns from his trip to Mars?
93.
POnn sn fie dus |l a spital, By the time the academic istaken to hospital, he will have
nu va ajunge vestit numa i [ realized that eating old manuscripts will not make him
vechi. famous.
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94.
POnn | a Crnciun, broasca Te: By Christmas, the turtle will have explained to the snail that
nu se pot "~ mbnhnt a mpr eunn. they cannot get drunk together.
95.
Dejoiintr-o snptnmoGnn, complicel e On Thursday week,the mur der er 6 s accomp
pe banii ascunii, [i o vavrdai his hands on the hidden money, and will have asked the
snh meargn cu el | a Las Vega: policewoman when she would like to go to Las Vegas with
him.
96.
Broasca va fi adormit i va The frog will have fallen asleep, and will have been forgotten
“"{i va Hal seamh chn ea nu mai in the bathroom of the railway station before the bat realizes
that she is not following him him any more.
97.
Ponn | aj umretiatiei, contabil ul By half past three, the accountant will have got on
| ume a, [ vV a ncepe sn se °~ everybodyds nerves, and wil
pnrnsit de toTi clienTii pol done wrong, but he will have been forsaken by all his clients
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by that time.

98.
¢cnainte de nuntn, cont ab-apus Before the wedding, the accountant had been scolded for
rAfau cu soacra |l ui; dupn nunt getting on the wrong side of his mother -in-law; after the
lui. wedding, he did the same with his wife.

99.
POnn ce va fi el i berat 1incu By the time the accused is set free, his wife will have married
Cu un bArbat carecseeaprdpi a man who will be getting on for fifty, and she will have
vrea sn audn de fostul ei s« nothing more to do with her former husband.

100.
Broasca Testoasn va fi fost The turtle have been advised to keep on fighting before she
ca ea sn fugn ca sn se ascul runs away and hides from the firefly.

101.
Cunol tinTa itear i cafiinrppmati sco Your acquaintance stated yesterday that you would not be
vieme doarme [ oarecele pe pi able to get a word out as long as the mouse slept on your knee.
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102.
A explicadural teisn®ehn o° na Omea r He explained that he was a chance acquaintance of mine, and
pleca “n cur ©nd, pentru c¢n that he would soon leave, because everybody had heard that
faliment. he had gone bankrupt.

103.
Ltia acrobatul c¢chA nimic nu Did the acrobat know that nothing would get the stains out if
cimala “n cernealn rolie? he dipped his shirt into red ink?

104.
Actri Ta er-a singscronastpfiu nosn ci n The actress felt sure she would never get an honest answer
i se ntreba c©nd va fi p e out of him, and she wondered when he would be punished

for lying all the time.

105.
Habarn-avea amiral ul cn detectd.i The admiral had no idea that the detective would be staying
cabinn, pentru cn se va tem in his cabin for a whole month, because he would be scared
el o mArturisire completn at anyone might get a full confession out of him while he was
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drunk.
106.

Nu-i i “nchipuise nimeni c h-oml Nobody had imagined that her admirer would refuse to
de nevasth-apscufl atcigusfaTa marry her because he had got out of bed on the wrong side.
107.

Ltiai cn va fi silit adol es:i Did you know the teenager would be forced to get out of his
perucn albn atunci cOnd fnc habit of wearing a white wig when he courted his fifteen -

cincisprezece ani? year-old neighbour?

108.
Se temea aventurierul cn ce The adventurer was afraid that his seven sons would get out
control atunci cand va plecaelinSa h ar a, und-kEi of hand when he left for the Sahara, where he planned to
petreacn urmntorul deceni u. spend the next decade.

109.
Regele “Ii “ntrebn mAschAr i-ci The king asked his jester if he would ever manage to get the
scoatn din minte gO©ndul rnzl thought of war out of his head, and his jester whispered into
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his ear that this would happen when the king was in Heaven.

Who did you think would help the aged when they retired?

Who did the secret agent imagine would take the bomb out
of the way before the three-year-old tripped over it?

Why did the lion tell the owl that, only when she plucked up
enough courage to jump at an eagle andbeat him up, would
she get over her fear?

ureche c¢cnh aceasta se va "~ nt
rai.

110.
Cine credeai agtita pe cei " n
pensiona?

111.
Cine-l i “"nchipuia agentul sec
"nainte ca copilul de trei

112.
Deceta spus | eul bufni Tei-d¢n.i
destul curaj shn-sabrat Al amiun m
ea frica?

113.
Cum se g©ndea alchimistul c1
lui la amiazn, cond [tia cn

How did the alchemist think he would talk to his apprentice
on the phone at noon, when he knew that all the lines would
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be engaged?

114.
Extraterestrul a anunTat chnh The alien announced that his friends would get together and
"ncerca sh nrzeémamd ofaaref. ur i a try to repair the flying saucer.

115.
Al i atuhh taAau beama cn va fi i Your ally realized that he
a spional ontfrkebas unde va t monthly get -together, and wondered where he would have to
vaf i contactat de poli Tie. go, and when he would be contacted by the police.

116.
A “"nTeles anar hi'sntcuelt ac ic @tunp | Did the anarchist understand that the fight would not stop as
nimeni arestat? long as nobody was arrested?

117.
cond 1 dAidu seama | arpele When the snake realized he had swallowed a toothpick, he
chel neriulauducsm un plavhiacrin .mar e asked the waiter to bring him a large glass of plum brandy.
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118.
De ce ta i Sspus zaibrmai-avwvnmat od: Why did you tell the zebra that you had never seen her before,
toathn lumea [tie chn ea was?e when everybody knows that she has been your wife for a

quarter of a century?

119.
Anticar ul a0 spwsn cahioars el The antiquarian said he would give his daughter away
atunci cand aceasta se va&c h s i t -bspuinga adest lucru ori himself when she got married, and told her so whenever his
de c©te ori fiica | ui I “n daughter asked him whe n he would make enough money to
S fidea zestre. give her a dowry.

120.
Starea bisericidi T dndea m The condition of the church gave the apostle cause for anxiety,
ch promise c¢cn | vV a ntreb so he promised he would ask God when the villagers would
sntenii suficiente ciArnmizi have enough bricks to build another one.

121.

lssa spus

ni

me n i

“'n

vreodatn

ser i

(OIS

arheol og¢ial

atunci

c On

Has the archaeologist ever been told, | wonder, why nobody
takes him seriously when he talks about the church he has
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adescoperito pe fundul mar i i ? discovered at the bottom of the sea?
122.
Mel cul t ocmali a ajuns sub The snail has just arrived under the tree, and is now waiting
i epurele de casn, care e f oz for the rabbit, who is very slow today.
123.
De ce crezi @n dahbi seamamalrih Why do you think the archbishop has only now realized he
trebuia sA cedeze [antajul ui should never have given in to blackmail?
124.

Cuiaspus arhiducesa chiar act Whom has the archduchess just told she wants a bedroom
ale chArui geamuri sn vadn o from whose windows she can see a garden full of dandelions?
125.
lssapromis adesea ar hiducel ui The archduke has often been promised that he will not be
maghi ar a, dacn promite <ch forced to learn Hungarian if he promises to read a hundred

ol andezn.

novels in Dutch.
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126.
De c©nd ~ Ti spune arcal ul c How long has the archer been telling you that the stew you
un iz delicios de usturoi? are cooking gives out a delicious odour of garlic?
127.
De patr u an iadédicatarhitentilpeade-antregul For four years and a half, the architect has given himself over
construirii casteluluilmpermact entirely to building the castle which will have become the
nai nlt eiaamnMmnscnriciul prizon Emperor ds residence before
prisoner.
128.
De ceva vreme "~ ncoace, se ¢ For quite a while now, the archivist has been thought to be a
inteligentn i " n widlénte tlefmanied a 1 clever woman and a scholar, but given to furious outbursts of
rage.
129.
Decenuisa spus nch protopopu Why has the archpriest not been told yet that his great
naAscut t rtiequt?e Ti anul granddaughter gave birth to triplets a year ago?
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130.
Decenuisa decernat premiul Nob: Why has the aristocrat not been awarded the Nobel Prize if
tiu cot de mult se g@mdeizte everyone knows how much thought he has given to world
ani incoace? peace for the last twenty years?
131.
Cum de poTi "ntreba de ce How can you ask why the arsonist has given up a promising
cariern promi ThAtoar e | a Lo career in London, and emigrated to New Zealand, when you
Zeel andn, coOnd {tiil Emcmaldin know the Police have been trying to imprison him for years?
zile?
132.
Agresorul aleargn pe strada The assaulter has been running down the main street since he
shi se predea Ii sn recunoas was summoned to give himself up and admit to having shot
parohului. and cooked the vicarodés fox.
133.
Cine este reia -ai Who is the person the asthmatic has been explaining to for an

persoana ¢cC
I

n
renunTat niciodatn a speral

hour that he has never given up hope to become a boxing
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