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The Scheherazades of Transition

Communism in Romania was dead and gone about
25 years ago, plus or minus. For communism never dies in
a day. If it ever dies... We can safely talk about a new
generation of poets, young, uninhibited, free from
censorship of any kindi of the communist one, but not
only. As far as poetry is concerned, Romania has crossed
the desert, and has reached what the legend calls the

~

Leheadaet ranzi Ti ei

Rom®©ni a nu mai este ¢

ani, aproximati vid&omumow
moaredintr-odat nA. A apnrut o g
tineri, dezinvol Ti, | ibar

comunistnAa i
Rom®©ni a a
ntr-u n

e caumai velic
terminat de tr
fel, |l a tara Fngndui



Promised Land. This anthology is not concerned with how
the young poets feel in their Brave New World.

Contemporary lterature Pressis publishing Poesis
t he 2015 Poetry Ant hol ogy
Union, in the hope of offering readers an image of the
guarter of the century that has elapsed. It will appeal to all
those interested in the 1001 ways in which Romania has
changedi because Romanian mindshavechanged indeed
Poesigs an X-ray of that change. The 31 poets chosen by
the Romanian Writersd Unio
transition.

Most of the poems in this bookii published as
parallel textsfi have been transhted into English by an
Anglo -American writer, Leah Fritz, and a Romanian one,
Lidia Vianu. Some were written in English from the star t:
this was the case with Romanian poets lately.

Each and every poem i s,
shrug to eternityd.

Read Poesisas a possible key to understanding
where Romania is coming from, and how History has been
treating her. Poets may qualify as guides, if we are to
believe |l oan Es Pop when h
poem of the victors. Poetry isthe storyof t he v a

nu se ocupn de ce fac az|
Lume Noun.
Contemporary Literature Pressu b | i cn

Poesis Antologia de poezie a Uniunii Scriitorilor din
Rom©nia pentru anul 2015
imagine a acestui sfert de secol care tocmai s scurs. El
cuprinde cele 1001 de lucruri care sau schimbat in
Romaniafi pent r u c n ea ~romamildre g-@
modifica t c u sRoesiseste ro Tratiografie a
schimbnhrii Cei 31 aSritgriore
sunt chizaardelleehetrreanzi Ti ei
Majoritatea poemel or
sunt texte paralele. Ele au fost traduse de Leah Fritz,

scriitoare anglo-a mer i cann, [i de L
din Romania. Céateva au fost scrise direct in limba
englezn, lucru care se '
poeTii rom©ni de la o vre

Poemele acestea sunt
umeri 6, cuem zMiclen iMeact.

Ci tHodsis dacn vreTi sn
relaTia ei cu istoria. P
pentru cnhn, ala cum ne spt
poezia “"nvinghnfiositlbor a &

Lidia Vianu
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History is the poem of the victors.
Poetry is the story of the vanquished.

loan es pop

Dumitru Radvora duari
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Vi ena

l a trei dimineaTa
ferestrele vienei

i luna cu falca u
iese din pub-ul de peste drum
nedormit elti tu c
o monedn caldn cad
din mAnuin pe ghi

ma r [ -aiall zéce banca AUSTRIA
[ ur ©t el e deja ciripe

mirol
“n co

vin mereu regimentele

paci

cum sn d

din | egiunea strhni
scarpinn roat

oman n
caut n
casc

tren
mASsSoOor

ul de phn
dr umul

-

Nora luga
(born 4 January 1931)

despnducher.i

mfl at n
rei er e
e
eu

or mi

nn
a vagonul
duchi

delousing in vienna

it& 3 a.m. and through

Vienna& windows

the moon with a swollen jaw

leaves the pub across the road

as my insomniac brain falls

from a glove onto the counter

get out of here says the bank of AUSTRIA
you stink and the birds have already begun to chirp
up there in the trees

sleep if you can

regiments from the foreign legion

are still arriving while a hand

rubs itself on the carriage of the train
hoping to delouse it

I yawn staring at the road
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8
de la sudbahnhof la arsenal from sudbanhofto the arsenal
mh “nvelesc cu o zi cenul i € wrapmyselfinthe cold grey day
[ ca@zua o rufn observe that something newly washed
de pe balcon has fallen from the balcony again.
am stat | a intersec | stood in a draft at the crossroads
sigur | raatiiptel e s the milk has soured and the food gone stale
mi-au plnhncut invalizidi g € n u n butthe invalids admire my
juliafdAamurile alterate bruised knees
amstatlaintersecTi a curent ul ui in a draft at the crossroads i signalled code red
[ i -amjucatde-a codul rol u dreaming of making a parasol
visam sn confecTionez o umt needingno netfora somersault
nam nevoie de plasn | a sal t justaholeinthe curtainto see
doarde-un ochi de cortinn who & watching me

sfmi vhAd spectatorul

marii patrupezi ai istoriei history & great quadrupeds
l a f el cu vrnabiile 1 ar mat like sparrows
de apn Ii de uscat snAreau [ armiesonseaand land played hopscotch while soldiers in
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) 9
un det al amentinudeehi scninr pi na one detachment
celnlalt |l a “"ntretnierea dr scratched their ears and stayed
doi cocost ©Or ci rupeau un p e wheretrade routes intersect
rupeau Ii edictul din nant € twostorks tore a fish for equal shares
cu fotografii de familie ale marilor as well as the edict of nantes and a papyrus
patrupezi ai istoriei with photos of history & great quadrupeds en famille
doar ai pO©l p©it [i tu sus | youtoohave flickered up and down
sus jos ai vAzut [i tu up and down have seen
nufArul "~ n nara porcul ui the lotus in the pig & nostril
dar nu mai [tii dach aveai but forgotten if you had any luggage
nici dacn erai cu adevnr at orreallyexisted
vorbea cu pnmont he was talking to the ground

gur i rasturnate mouths toppled over
din care se scurgeuleiul oil dripping out
almosninomi-a spus c¢cn numel e | ui almosnino told me his name
seamnnn cu un mnslin was like an olive tree
f-a pus fa®goscu gur a he placed his mouth upside down
sh nu se vadn cn pl ©nge so one couldnd tell he was crying
vorbea cul pimont ul he was talking to the ground you know
mn gonddamdemenez | wanted to take a stick

C ONTEMPORARY
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5 10
cu un bnT doi ochi and draw two eyes
i mAcar o ureche and at least one ear
sunt la viena [dn in vienna
mn auzi ? canyou hear me?
nu |l a noi se foreazhn no they are drilling here
canaluleaproape [i vocea ta the canal is close by and your voice
e luatn de aphn is washed away by water
numai fantomele Tin only ghosts hold the roof

7

vieau sn mafevindeumpeab®r nr iwanttosee the shadow of the little girl

vieau sn mai aud r ©sul tnu onthatbeam again

o tabln a chnzut f ©l f ©i nd ¢ iwantto hearyour laughter

parc-a infipt un copil briceagul again among the crosses

"n carnea mesteacnnul ui a sheet of metal fell flapping its wings
as if a child with a pocket knife

abia se nnscuse copacul had stabbed the birch treed flesh

[ i fiettiufrana | apte |l a rndnAci

zilnic un castronal Tinea ¢ anewborntreeitwas

eacr edepisoiani-a zi s [ i redact o1 thelitle girl poured milk

ch orice vers e haotic 1|1 C into its roots a bowl a day

Tin acoperiliul pe pal me ac . itseyesshuttight the editor explained

C ONTEMPORARY
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11
dece trebuie sn ~ nntumiar c em a c shereally thought it was a kitten
any line in a poem is chaotic

eu plec pésahaga o | unn and only ghosts
departe de crima asta per f e holdaroofinthe palms of their hands
0 nun-an gd drcoloidé gard SO NOW you see
argiln nisip degete why we
scriu must turn

the needle of the earth

iGm off to the Sahara for a month

far away from this perfect crime

a silver wedding on the other side of the fence
clay sand fingers

| write

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



Poesis
I |‘7 Poetry Anthology of the Romanian Writers  &Union. 2015

Oluxcen; Sor/iteitiardin Romhnty Translated into English by Leah Fritz and Lidia Vianu

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



Uk

Uniunea Scriitorilor din Roménia

Poesis
Poetry Anthology of the Romanian Writers dUnion. 2015

Translated into English by Leah Fritz and Lidia Vianu

13

Ovidiu Genaru
(born 10 November 1934)

Anchetarea unei lacrimi

lsa cerut sn se |l egitimeze;
A fost “"ntrebatn cu ce a g
i ea a ridicat din umer.
d&Recunoalte coomcturbfiinaljt icu”
indivizié, a Tipat procur ol
aProvii din r©s sau din pl
aNwmi cunosc pnharinTiidé a rn
acnnoptezi “n cartierele ol
"nregistratn “n cartea de |
procurorul,

dlLacri ma, | aucm?oéma | i ma i c
aNu sunt cnsntoritndé, a rn:
asSunt disponibilné.
daNumeTit eunudoi trei martori

avocatul.

Cross-Examining a Tear

They asked her to identify herself.
She had no papers.

They asked what crime she had committed.
She just shrugged.

~

orou live like a whore with anyone at all. Admit it! &

the Attorney screamed.
AdNere you born to laughter or tears?6he asked.
d dond know, 6the Tear replied, &vho my parents were.d
0rou spend your nights all over the city, 0
he went on, Gut are not registered
anywhere as a tenant.
Tear? Tear whod
d am not married, 6she said modestly.d am
available.d
d-ind onetwothree witnesses,bhe offered.
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aNu pot sn mn apnr, sunt
aDe unde ai bani seid etgranni
a spus procurorul.

14

n i
t enl o

aDin BuSufeei hifndé, a rnAaspu

4% scoatem “n afara fiinTe

al mposi bil dacrirm. r Aspuns

aDacn tot te afli aici, te

a conchis procurorul.

Atunci Lacrima a “"nceput s
Cine

Cine se teme de priemitgi t aTi

umbrela la ambasador,

Cine de cninTa neprimitn,

Cine se teme de gheara agi:

Cine se teme cnsuwspenagthri,Tit

Cine de amplul miraj al nemuririi, de bufonul regelui,
Cine se teme de pana de curent electric,

de rugul | aptelui proasphnt
de spnl Atoreasa de mor Ti a
de proprii I ui paznici, de

&ince | aminnocent, | cand defend myself.d
Finally he asked dNVho supports you? So elegantly?
@oy and Suffering,6the Tear replied.
ANe must declare her a nonexistent persond
the judge decided. drhat& impossible,0said the Tear.
0rou are accused on principled
the judge decreed.

Then the Tear wept.

Who

Who is afraid of the torrents of hatred

and who, oh dear, has left the umbrella

at the ambassado® house? Whds afraid of rejected
repentance, of the propagandist& claws,

of the soothsayer? Whas afraid they may

have swallowed a wonky pearl? who is frightened
of immortality &immense mirage,

of the king & fool,

of a power failure,

of the woman who se breasts gush fresh milk
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bAannui nd ascun snecamsmul infermal, e a | as shecleans dead people

Acela exisanfatatcDmmhezeu anddeadmoments, and whods

[ rnmOne wurl ©nd ca sn af | « afraid of their own bodyguards, even

the sleeves of their own shirts, suspecting
Crezi cn ar fi ni merit <c¢a | anevil mechanismis concealedwithin
sA ne aducn speranTa | a v ol itsvoluminous white folds?

Those who lead life as God has made them
will scream and scream until
they understand.

Do you think it would be a good idea for mother to bring
along hope when she visits us in prison?

Ultimul mohican liric The Last Lyrical Mohican
FArn sn [tie Unconsciously man exhales
omulemiteuncrin c Al At or peste veac alilyintotime and heals his wound. Absence
Ast f el rana | ui sel vi ndecn awaitshim, ahospitable emptiness. The
alteaptn, neant ospitali er wandererkeeps returning,
se “ntoarce mereu. Ajunsul andthen goes off again
sdAi caute rama fomrah edeé¢ radar searching for the wound
Fie i “n zona crepuscul ar | thatkeeps him aliveidi anywherefi
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gri de Bacnuki efidéi or i unde . eveninacharming grey town
Poezie cu lustru epoca ta a apus. l i keuBach
Vrem scr ©f net QloentsetsitcAm. pi : attwilight. Anywhere. Even
Vrem nevrozele deriziunii. lubiri gonflabile. in hell.
Nu ftim ce anume. Dar vr em Glossy, shiny poetryfi your time is over.
We want to hear the screech of glass being crushed.

Tu ai rnmas ul ti mul mo h i ¢ a | We object to the lyricism that tainted our lives.
cmbnAtr©ni mcalkafirladi e We want the neurosis of derision.
SperanTa e “n vidanjori. Inflatable loves.
Noapte bunn. Wede not absolutely certain, but we think

we know what we want.

You are the last lyrical Mohican remaining.
Calophilicgeneration, we grow old.
The men who clean the privies are
our only hope.
And now, goodnight.
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Dumitru GhiaTnhn: Tr

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
The University of Bucharest. 2015



