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Lidia Vianu

Margareta Sterian: opera
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Margareta Steriands

My career was just beginning. It all started in my
third year as a student of English. One of my teachers
showed me the way. One sunny autumn midday, | left
home trying to find a meaningful gift i for him. It was my
first year as a teaching assistant at the University of
Bucharest. There was in the old, mediaeval centre of the
town a small shop that sold paintings. As soon as | had
stepped in, | could not take my eyes off one small canvas in
a corner. A red poppy flower. | have never forgotten that
red, the same as | have never forgotten my first days as an
academic.

This book is my virtual encounter with the painter of
that poppy flower. Margareta Sterian was at the time an
im portant name in Romanian painting.

We ar e publishing t oda
archive. Eventually, it will include paintings, graphic art,
poetry, fiction, diaries, and translations. Her entire work
has been entrusted to us by Mircea Barzuca, her legal
inheritor. It is for the second time that we are publishing a
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complete archive. We began with a remarkable Modernist
Romani an writer, Mi hail C.
his books as Al exis V. Drnc

Contemporary Literature Press is now opening a
series of visual arts. Unlike the beautiful books on paper
that most of us like, the internet can afford all images, all
colours and all sizes. It is also the ideal library and
bookshop, since it can travel anywhere on the globe in a
matter of seconds. Besiles, these particular books can be
downoladed for free.

We are not deserting literature at all. Ut pictura
poesis..Painting is that type of poetry that, with lines and
colours, builds the unspeakable. Meaning in art is
unutterable. One does not name it: one simply feels and
thinks... Consequently, we hope that our readers will learn
how to find themselves in t
art, so rich in suggestions.

The poppy flower that marked my beginnings as a
teacher of English literature is not among the images of this
book. Like the true art object that it was, that little fiery
canvas has reached its goal: for half a century now, it has
shared a room with an art lover... Look at these paintings.
Make room, among your thoughts and memories, for
Margareta Sterian.
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