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Am putea spune cal nLAisvciuwa Sotdoe
“n nordul Moldovei I[i a capilk
mare [ i a scris o carte desLp
fanion Cartea a apnrut ¢ ©nndnubl986.:
Era vremea cel ei ma i crunt e
Rom®©ni a. Era Ii prima | ui car

Am putea spune ch Liviu Sto
deli el a scris {i roman, [
vreme chiar redactor, larevistaVi aTa r om®n g a&s/¢
are peste o sutn de ani de ex

Am putea spune cn a studiat

Toate acestea sunt simplu de spus.

Cum am face, “"nsn, sh spune
romoni i, snh citim printre r©
occidentalul ui trnit “n al t
Or i e n toutout estdris a la légé&te

Ar trebui sn explicnm de ce
Pragao, at@enhcas |l o@rmdci a a f os

Portes de |

21 1 AT EA8Parafld0&x60 y1 211 YT EAS8

It might be said that Liviu Stoiciu was born to be a poet.
He was born in a village i n northern Moldova, and spent his
childhood in the vicinity of trains, living in a cottage at the
flag station. He grew up and wrote his first book, which was
about childhood and trains, and which he entitled The Flag
Station The book was published when he was 30 years of
age, in 1980. Those were theyears of censorship and
ideological terror in Romania.

It might be said that Liviu Stoiciu is first and foremost a
poet, although he has also written fiction, drama,
journalism. For a long time he has been editorof a magazine
called Romanian Lifewhich is more than 100 years old.

It might be said that he studied philology and
philosophy.

We could easily list all these things.

On the other hand, it might be impossible to explain to
Westernersthat the meaning of all literature written under
communism lies between the lines. It takes a Romanian to
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"mpreunn cu toate Tnrile memb
excepTia RomOniei, Liviu Stoi
Erau anii cand stagiul militar era un alt fel de inchisoare, de care
schApa fi ecaoren-acviera pwtreoc | i |

Doi ani a stat poet ul pe met
acest gest? Numai un occidental ar pune o astfel de intrebare.
Un rom©n nAscut i trAit
laconic: este o freai ncomodno6, o fire °
i e din fand de foarte multe ori.
Mai ~na Cfincuti facultatea pe

luni, de ani de zile. Dar a terminat -o. Din nou, numai cineva care
a terminat facultatea in Roméaniaanil or-60 800 poat e

~

atunci se primea o areparti Ti
nu aveai apiled ori o medi e
foarte adesea, cel ma i adesea
bucolic de “"néarn€ramae sdunmiaé u
mizerie de pulcnhArie.

Posturi a avut Liviu Stoici
romoni l a un | oc. Explicnm di
post -ll iscnhui mba dec©t dacn ar d
lalocull ui , “1i 1 ua fisad adiinl aldten
cum, nu exista alt angajator decat statulil i i el ea |
unde a " nceput. Abtbehudtidea n

Liviu Stoiciu afost i p e

numhrRptref esor

understand another Romanian who is living aux Portes de
| 6Orient, ou tout est pris

Why did Liviu Stoiciu volunteer to join the army at the
age of 18, after the OPragi
was invaded by USSR together with all the countries that
were members of the Warsaw Pact except Romania? Those
were the years when military service was no better than
prison, when every young man did his best to avoid it. Our
young poet was a soldier for two full years. What was the
use of that foolish gesture? A Westerner would wonder
about that.

Anyone born and bred in communist Romania would
simply say: he was a misfit, an odd bird.

It took him a while to graduate. He did that with long
interruptions, which was highly unusual at the time, but he
did graduate in the end. Only someone who graduated in
Romania in the 19700s or 1¢
compelled ex-students to take a job in the country. Life in
the country in those days was no exactly idyllic: it involved
poverty, and, again, it felt like prison.

As for jobs, Stoiciu worked in more places than twenty
Romanians put together. He was substitute teacher, miner,
accountant, proofreader and journalist, construction
worker, worker in factories.
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miner I[i VvVamagewmétar a-Rar(dhi tBan-|
Petrol ani )¢orctad lxiull,atoaor ect or
Ciuc, lal nf or ma T i )aarhiax, regphditor EFR import -
export, magaziner, normator transporturi auto, zilier, primitor -
di stribuisor, mimaoitt erinecalif
de coniac), “ncnhAnrcntor de vag
“n siderurgie (la Bucurelti).
Mergem maideparte cue x i stteenTdn rnAaspr
“n anii 0670 frAncuTi acodawWi&t | tp
liceu, i mulTi (dar nu toTi)
“n facultate. Era un parcurs
acntnnr i ld vfi s tSt mii cii adant 1
cnhn avea origine TnAr An ecidcs it Acestea
findmariatu-ur i "~ n politica de cadr
popul aumm éra Republica Socialis’i Romania. Cineva
trebuli efisninvitat sh intre “r
dathAn. Nu este de mirar e,ri afosh
catalogat de &rezistent [ op
A chzut puterea comunistn c

am “niirat ponnA aciemdeloc simpatia. AS
venit anul 1989, Cu asasinar e
noi partide, pol i tici [ g u \ate
drept emblema disidenTreouT.i @

elinacestguverndincareuniin-au mai vr ut sn

21 1 AT EA8Parafld0&x60 y1 211 YT EAS8

It was fairly unusual I ninF
those days Onewor ked, one got oneo:
i nobody else but the state could offer jobs fi , and one
finally retired. You became very suspicious if you were
different .

I n the 19706s, chi | amwledas
@i on e kates dn they joined the Communist Youth
Organization in the same way. After that, some of the
students joined the Romanian Communist Party. It was
common knowledge: if you wanted a better job, you had to
be a party member. Liviu Stoiciu never was that. The fact
that he had beenborn in a peasant family, and had beena
worker in his youth must have beenvery agreeable to the
communist party. Somebody must have asked him more
than once to join it. Since henever did, he was labelled a
@i ssident o.

Then 1989 happened, with the assassination of the
Ceausescus, the innumerable new parties, new politics, new
governments. When communism fell, naturally, Stoiciu
became a herg and wa s i ncluded [
government. Many of those to whom th is happened are still
in office now, 25 years later. Stoiciu walked away from all
that after three months. Very soon, he wrote one book which
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de azi, la 25 de ani de la acel moment? Stoiciu a fost om politic
trei l uni "ncheiate. Dulpahn ,c ada
care se chemaJurnalul unui martor (131 5 iuni e
UniversitnTii, Bucurelti)
Ar fi prea multe de explicat la acest punct. De ce nu a fost

|l hsat Regel e Mihai sn intre
dmineriadadé din iunie 1998 i
phnhcnlit. Disident era, diside
Sigur,es e foarte i mportant cn e
Orientului, poziTia lui de ir
de copi l crescut ala faniono,

~

fnrolat voluntar Tn anul 1968 A toate acesteac ap ht n
anume.Pe poet uldintd-d tunagketeste LIS, vremile
nul pot “ndoi. EI go©ndite cu |
Publ ichnm acamebdstingartr s pe
ch poate va ~ nTedelague afume na putein c
noi explica " n i storia noastr ACele mai
potrivit e cuvinte pe care le putem spune despre Liviu Stoiciu se
regh s eirgreun poem chiar din acest volum. Elesunt: Nri s ¢ u
Romania.
2014

Bucurelti, 21 June

21 1 AT EA8Parafld0&x60 y1 211 YT EAS8

appeared as early as 1992, and was entitledThe Diary of a
Witness (1315 June 1990, University Square

Can anyone explain for sure what 6t h e Un
S g u awagadl about? Why was King Michael forbidden to
enter his country in 1990? Who brought the miners to
Bucharestin order to punish the intellectuals in June 1990,
and why? Liviu Stoiciu was not fooled. Once a dissident,
always a dissident.

Certainly, it is unspeakably important that he is also a
poet. Butwe areaux Por t e sltislessertid Oat a
child raised at the o6fl ag
freedom of 1968 and joined the army in order to protect
freedom. Time and tide have not broken that child.

We are publishing these parallel texts in both English
and Romanian in lieu of an explanation that the Westerners
need, and which Romanians do not seem to be able to
formulate otherwise. After all is said and done, the best
description of Liviu Stoiciu as a poet can be found in one of
the pooems in this very book: Born in Romania.

Lidia Vianu
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Mame arhaice Archaic Mothers
mamear hai ce, cu mntrngunn archaic mothers, with mandrake
n san, venind in their breasts, crossing
pe apele singurAatATii. Cu | ap the waters of loneliness. Carrying
cucului de pe campul cu the cuckood flower and milk from the country,
vni “n g©nd. .. Tul pinn their thoughts in valleys... Broken
din copilhArie ruptn, izvor stalk of childhood i a spring
din care duhul <celui dispnrut from which the spirit of one who
mn prindn de mOGnn: cu ti ne, b disappeared tried
mireasmn, ielit today
la plimbare n to grab my hand while on a nature walk... So many things
naturn. .. AtO©tea lucruri “~n wu forgotten; so many creatures lost: too fast,
fAapturile: prea they were, impossible
mifl cAtoare, imposibil de prin to film, unreal. Creatures already
pierdute “n zar e, “n faTn: ca too far in front,

already so far away: which one

“Ti cauTi umbra? Nici un rnsp peers at its own shadow? Silence. At my
me a , | a amiazhn, cu mulchi.i age, midday, with a weakened spine, still
spinnrii BhgbetThn,deuabun gat a | carry a hazel wand
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ready
pregntit in case thergs
pnmont , treasure; excited, alert to recall
argint. .. what has almost begun to be buried... in
the grave, a silver figure.

,
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ngeral, mAnnni b

¢ncheiat manr dnitnid:ir ipirii N schi sm

l'i erezii  ,Aunrin silnicie
organism. Un organism fnrn de
asupra | ui Dumnezeu, aca un u
a reulit sn se desprindn de |
se “nal Te cu un manuscris ' n
irmscolit “n ciubArul de | em
pielicelele de dihor in

t Ar©Te de gr©u, drojdie i sa
imprejurul, in colbul

cOmpul ui MARATI "~ ngeral, mAAA
coOnt A Buanlieczuil bl ©ndo.

Bunicul, “nvnaluit “n colbul ¢
COmpul ui magneti c, brodat pe
cu danteln,-agO©ndiemdic/nn
piardn vremea | a vOrsta |l ui c
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Hey, Little Angel, Little Poison Sumac

In the end, like a tiny roof -tile

indistinguishable from the rest i through schisms,
heresies, assorted actsof violence fi a body. A body with
no destiny, bizarre,

rushing headlong toward God i dike a hawk@ Which
managed to detach itself from earth, to rise,

manuscript in claws, once

it burrowed out the Russian polecat &

hidden timbered nest, swaddled

in wheat bran, yeast and salt. And

all around, everything

shrouded in dust billowing from the field. Hey, little angel,
little

poison sumac,

the old man sang i @it tight &
Grandpa, dusty, too, in that very field i that

magnetidfield, fenced round

by lacy, filigreed barbed wire i sits thinking, at his age, why
should he daydream time away: Gvhen even now
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mi p agroan enters my sould.. In

Buni c this moment of calm, Grandpa, sleepy
at the pinnacle of heaven®
n i b u spiral staircase: hey, little poison sumac i he hears
how the echo follows him i
little angel...
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Umbra The Shadow
AlthA civilizaTie. Umbr a That was another civilisation. The shadow
a ceea ce am fost nu mai poat ofgyrpastcannot hang over
ala la nesforlit: o us forever. Down through the ages, day
lipsA de sthAruinTh, venitnA po  pyday oursteadfastness
trece o va transforma intr-o ) may have drained away: this wishy -
mélnn de vrehgouvandIncuunde washiness will metamorphose, surely,
mai sunt oare “mpOnzite ruinNe jyoaheapofbrushwood ii where will its devastation
velnice? Valuri succesive de spread? Into the everlasting forests? Wave
acum locuite... on wave

of civilisations gone fi their detritus
inhabited again.

Am fost o familie unitn | a Once we lived at the foot of a mountain,

poalele unui munte. Munte a family united A (Were we really?)

al lovnielili. A mountain of indecision! A

Am fost? Acum 20.000 de ani . 20.000 years ago, as

cum are sn ee dovedeascn it will be proved under white light. With multifarious

l umi nn al bn. Cu feluri [ chi nests built from the bones

frhcut e din schelete a of hundreds and hundreds of young dinosaurs. The duck -
sute |i sute de tineri dinoza faced type. Hundreds and
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c de raftTn.
apar Ti n©nd un majestic

sute de cui buri
magneti ce?

[ i rui ne,
fAcute di
aceea ce am fost.
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Pretexte.
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Sute i hundreds of nests belonging to some

Padur i freaks? Excuses.

Forests and ruins, nests

umbr a made of skeletons, the shadow
of what we once were.
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AbundenTa sufletea The Soul & Abund ance
Sub magia aceea dezorientathn Under the magical spell of decadent times
toi agul ui popular “nflorit. I that flourished among those trained in the arts of fun, but
“mbrobodind -wmdrirt.e Pphreaidie mystifying to some deadbeats i
i buBumil ivosl al i hairy, big -bellied sailors, good at rowing but diseased,
dar bolnavi. VindecaTi de o z thoughcuredfromone day to the next with
ajutorul florii de mucegai de pe bread mould i a bread hard earned...

p©i ne, p©ine c®©i  tigatn cu sud

Hei, dintre voi, beTivii, c¢in Hey, whichoneofyoudrunkards anchored his ship
f-a ancorat cu prudenTn corabi in front of &rhe Phantoms BaiGso meticulously?
aCoOr ci umi i Not us, sheriff; the mermaids, probably,

fant omel or 26 Nu rcisireneled o mnul e some spinsters up to no good. | dond think
probabil, nilte fete so, come with me...

bntr ©ne, puse pe rele. Nu cr e

Atunci au wurcat cu toTii snhA v Thenraisinganchor, they found out what

este adaweivmulat, pe corabi e, r really,truly happened on that boat

ancora. Pe corabie, overwhelmed by spirituality A

unde abundenTa sufleteasch er 6And they floated until the sixth day 6fi when
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domi natoare.p@in ‘amnm @liuasea they saw on the horizon, the land of the dead
zinbc©nd | e aphru |l a orizont reincarnated.
Tinutul
mor Tii, re ncarnat.
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