
 

 

Tratat despre psihiatrie  

 

  
Translated from Romanian into English by  

Philip  Bennetta 
Tudor Ciocńnel 

 Lidia Vianu  
 Edited by 

Lidia Vianu  

 

 



Press Release  Monday 2 November  
All Soulsõ Day 

Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie  
Treatise on Psychiatry  

Parallel Texts 
ISBN 978-606-760-021-6 

 

Edited by  Lidia Vianu  
 

           Contemporary Literature Press is publishing in both 
English and Romanian Gelu Vlaĺinõs debut book of 
poetry, which first appeared in Romania in the year 1999. 
This apparently violent book about psychiatric disorders 
actually diagnoses Romanian reality after the fall of 
communism. The poet describes a world that young 
readers today can relate to.  

Love is not at all what this book is about, in spite 
of the fact that it haunts the poems. Gelu Vlaĺin sees and 
describes a world in which both young sensibility and 
understanding are at a loss. We are publishing his poems 
mainly in order to signal  the beginning of a poetic age 
which mixes Hamletõs alleged madness with  Opheliaõs 
more than real tragedy.  

Vlaĺinñwho came out of communism at the age 
of 23ñwrites texts which seem to be more than just 
literature. He makes us wonder how much has survived 
of what we once used to call POETRY. 

              Contemporary Literature Press publicń ´n limbile 
englezń ĺi rom©nń volumul de debut al poetului Gelu 
Vlaĺinñvolum publicat ´n limba rom©nń ´n anul 1999. 
Aceastń carte, aparent violentń, despre psihiatrie defineĺte 
de fapt starea de spirit a Rom©niei dupń cńderea 
comunismului. Lumea descrisń de poet este familiarń 
tinerilor cititori din anul 2015.  
            Iubirea pare sń b©ntuie poemele, dar, ´n realitate, 
versurile nu ne vorbesc despre ea. Poemele lui Gelu Vlaĺin 
cautń sń descrie o lume ´n care sensibilitatea ĺi ´nŤelegerea 
celor tineri sunt ´n derutń. Am ales sń traducem ĺi sń 
publicńm cartea lui ca un semnal de alarmń ´n aceste 
vremuri în care  se amestecń falsa nebunie a lui Hamlet cu 
tragedia foarte adevńratń a Ofeliei.  
           Versurile lui Vlaĺin sunt ĺi nu sunt literaturń. 
Debutul acestui poet, nńscut ´n anul 1966 ĺi ieĺit din 
comunism la 23 de ani, ne face sń ne ´ntrebńm dacń 
POEZIA a supravieŤuit trecerii Rom©niei la alt timp istoric. 

   
  Lidia Vianu  

 



 



 
 

ISBN 978-606-760-021-6 
 

 

  

© The University of Bucharest  
 

 

 

 

 
Cover Design and overall Layout by  

Lidia Vianu  
 
Subdedit ing : Andrei Bîrsan, Alina Deacu 
Proofrerading : Violeta Baroanń, Ilinca Dinulescu, Anca Romete 
IT Expertise: Cristian V´jea, Simona Sńmulescu  
Publicity : Violeta Baroanń. 

 
Acknowledgements  

Gelu Vlaĺinõs Tratat despre psihiatrie was published in Romanian 
by Editura Vinea in 1999. 

 



 

 

 

Gelu Vlaĺin 

 

Tratat despre psihiatrie  

Treatise on Psychiatry  
Parallel Texts  

 

Translated from Romanian into English  
by 

Philip  Bennetta, Tudor Cioc ńnel and Lidia Vianu 

  

Edited by  

Lidia Vianu  

 

 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

1 
 

 

  

 

Contents  
 

 

 

    

depresie doisprezece  depression twelve p. 5 

depresie zece  depression ten p. 7 

depresie opt  depression eight p. 10 

depresie ĺase  depression six p. 13 

depresie patru  depression four p. 16 

depresie doi  depression two p. 19 

depresie treisprezece  depression thirteen p. 22 

depresie unsprezece  depression eleven p. 25 

depresie nouń  depression nine p. 28 

depresie ĺapte  depression seven p. 31 

depresie cinci  depression five p. 34 

depresie trei  depression three p. 37 

depresie unu  depression one p. 39 

parastezie  paraesthesia p. 42 

amnezie psihogenń  psychogenic amnesia p. 45 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

2 
 

 

demenŤń presenilń  pre-senile dementia p. 48 

space phobia  space phobia p. 51 

acromegalie  acromegaly p. 54 

sindromul cushing   cushing`s syndrome p. 57 

neoplazie  neoplasia p. 60 

psihoza reactivń  reactive psychosis p. 63 

insomnie  insomnia  p. 66 

parkinson   parkinson`s p. 69 

hipocondrie   hypochondria  p. 72 

fabulatorium   fabulatorium  p. 75 

sindromul de cl érambault   clérambault`s syndrome p. 78 

anorexia nervosa  anorexia nervosa p. 81 

maternity blues   maternity blues  p. 84 

paranoia  paranoia p. 87 

panic disorder   panic disorder  p. 90 

convulsie psihogenń  psychogenic convulsion p. 93 

sindrom amnestic  amnestic syndrome p. 95 

neuroastenie  neurasthenia p. 97 

moral insanity   moral insanity  p. 100 

accurate  accurate p. 102 

description   description  p. 105 

show room  show room p. 108 

exploring   exploring  p. 111 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

3 
 

 

autoshapes  autoshapes p. 114 

http://www.online.ro   http://www.online.ro  p. 117 

building systems   building systems  p. 120 

floppy   floppy  p. 123 

micro mouse  micro mouse p. 126 

 

 

 

 

http://www.online.ro/
http://www.online.ro/


Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

4 
 

 

 
Albert Einstein  

 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

5 
 

 

 

depresie doisprezece 

 

 depression twelve  

la tineretului  

noaptea târziu  

sunt flori strecurate  

lângń 

uĺi prea bine 

pńzite c©nd 

liftul stratificń 

între etaje 

nuga ĺi cocos 

vitrina -i cam str©mtń 

pentru  

manechinul cu 

p©ine prńjitń ĺi 

pianul  

cu 5000 de lei 

stau prin  

 itõs late at night 

in the neighbourhood  

flowers are settled 

near 

well guarded doors when  

the elevator stacks up 

nougat and coconut 

between floors 

the shop window is too narrow  

for  

the mannequin holding  

toast and 

the piano 

costing 5000 lei 

I live  

nearby 
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vecini  

alungat de prea 

multń fobie 

aĺteptând 

sń se-ntâmple  

un vis cu 

vacanŤń-n 

paris 

chased away by 

too big a phobia 

waiting  

for a 

paris  

dream 

to come true 
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depresie zece 

 

 depression ten  

nu mai eĺti simplista 

care-mi tulburń ochiul ´ngust 

ĺi decorul absent când 

lumea danseazń 

tango 

printre mese cu 

vin alb ĺi roĺu 

în ritmul radioului obosit  

nu mai eĺti 

banala poveste a 

geniului ratat  

c©nd r©njetul cretin inundń ´ncńperea 

ĺi nici 

omul orchestrń la 

festivalul proĺtilor 

deghizaŤi 

 youõre not the innocent  girl  

clouding my narrow eye any  more 

or the absent background of 

everyone dancing 

tango 

among the tables 

with white and red wine  

to tired radio rhythms  

youõre not 

the trivial story  

of the washed out genius anymore 

when the moronic smirk floods the room  

or 

the one man band 

at a festival of disguised 

fools 
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ĺi nici 

femeia fatalń 

confundatń cu o t©rfń de 

cartier mńrginaĺ 

sau ceea ce 

gândul meu primitiv  

cautń disperat 

printre mizeriile cotidiene  

nu eĺti 

zâmbetul ascuns în 

suferinŤe conjugale prea 

uĺor acceptate 

ĺi eu ĺtiu prea bine de ce 

sufletul prea plin pentru  

´ndeletniciri fńrń sens 

ĺi nu pot 

sń te simt 

aproape când 

tu nu mai eĺti 

or 

the femme fatale 

mistaken for a 

slum whore  

or whatever  

my primitive mind  

is looking for  

through the daily trash  

youõre not  

the smile hidden in the  

too easily accepted 

marital suffering  

and i know very well why  

the soul is overburdened by 

senseless acts 

and i canõt 

feel you 

close when 

you are no more 
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Hieronymus Bosch 
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depresie opt   depression eight  

 

postere lucioase peste 

ochi prńfuiŤi 

când pisica 

vorbeĺte cu 

mine din  

baie ĺi 

fumezi disperatń 

trabuc ĺi 

suspini cum cń 

frica-i prea mare sń 

prindń contur 

într -un gând 

când 

afarń-i cumplit de  

real eu 

mai ronŤńi o 

 shiny posters cover 

dusty eyes 

when the cat 

talks to  

me from 

the bathroom and 

youõre smoking desperately 

on the cigar and 

you sigh as if 

the fearõs too big to 

take shape 

in your mind  

when 

outside itõs dreadfully  

real my teeth 

are crunching a few 
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vorbń ce stń printre 

dinŤi ĺi 

ascult dedicaŤii 

tembele sunt 

destul de 

ratat ca sń 

scriu un poem 

cum mń dor 

s©nii tńi dezgoliŤi 

într -o 

searń 

words and  

iõm listening to  

dumb radio dedication s iõm 

enough of a 

loser to 

write a poem 

about how 

your uncovered breasts 

hurt  

one night  
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Francisco José de Goya 
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depresie ĺase 

 

 depression six  

în camera 

portocalelor  

uriaĺe doar 

aerul cu tine 

respirń ´n 

somn 

reĺoul fochistului 

fredoneazń 

say what you want 

texasñ 

ĺi pńturi albastre 

´Ťi ascund 

vârsta 

vieŤi monahale 

târziu  

degetele privesc 

 in the room of  

huge 

oranges 

there is 

only  

the air  

and you  

breathing 

in your sleep 

the firemanõs heater 

is humming  

ôsay what you want  

texasñô 

and the blue blankets 

hide 

your  age  
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neputincioase 

spectacolul 

umbrelor la  

numńrul doisprezece 

când 

pictezi  

depresii pe 

umńrul meu 

monastic lives 

itõs late 

the fingers stare 

helplessly 

at the shadow play  

in number twelve  

when you paint depressions 

on my shoulder  
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depresie patru  

 

 depression four  

patru stele la 

vila viorel din  

poianń 

p©rtia sc©rŤ©ie sub 

paĺii tńi cruzi de 

pantofi ´nchiriaŤi 

gesturi viclene 

când 

mńslinele erau 

prea mari pentru tine ĺi 

jacuzzi ĺi mansarda cu 

lupi  

ai adormit pe  

scara din marmurń 

noaptea aceea ĺi 

te-au violat  

 four stars over 

the viorel villa  

in poiana brasov 

the slope is squeaking under 

your innocent steps in 

rented shoes 

cunning gestures 

when 

the olives  

and the jacuzzi and the attic 

with wolves  

were too big for you  

that night  

you fell asleep on the marble stairs  

and you were raped by 

snowflake after snowflake 
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fulgii unul c©te unul ĺi 

ungurii de la  

masa vecinń cu 

ceardaĺul lor 

ai visat telescaune ĺi 

telecabine ĺi telenovele ĺi 

bńrbaŤi misterioĺi 

plini de  

gesturi ok 

sńrut©ndu-Ťi penele 

verzi  

papagalule 

and the hungarians from  

the next table 

with their csárdás 

you dreamt of a chairlift  

and cable car 

soap operas 

and mystery men 

acting so cool 

kissing your  

green  

feathers 

you parrot  
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depresie doi  

 

 depression two  

necunoscuto întâmplare 

cu pńr scurt la 

metrou când 

Ťi-am dat un 

bilet de tramvai ĺi 

mi-ai spus cń tu 

ai un prieten  

ĺaten cu salariu 

decent ĺi cielo 

grena ĺi pantofii de lac 

made in italy ĺi 

garsonierń dublń ´n 

romanń 

mamń mamń cum 

Ťi-aĺ spune vreo 

douń 

 youõre the short haired 

unknown subway episode  

i gave you 

a tram ticket then and 

you told me you  

had a brown haired  

boyfriend with  

a decent salary and 

a garnet cielo car 

and lacquer shoes 

ômade in italyõ and 

large bed-sitter in the 

romana square 

oh, how iõd like to tell you  

a few words  

about joyce lauren blanc or 
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despre 

joyce lauren blanc sau 

piticul de  

frost 

într -o searń albastrń cu 

pink floyd ĺi tom waits ĺi 

vin fiert  

într -o cramń din 

zona manuc 

(dar cobori ĺi oricum n-aveam bani pentru doi)  

frost the dwarf  

one blue night  

listening to  

pink floyd and tom waits and  

drinking mulled wine  

in a wine cellar  

in the center of the town 

(but youõre getting off and  anyway 

i wouldn õt have had money for two)  
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depresie treisprezece 

 

 depression thirteen  

tu mń 

cauŤi ĺi azi prin 

gunoaie 

canale ĺi prin guri de metrou 

c©nd Ťi-am spus cń nu 

ies la cerĺit 

cń n-am chef 

sń recit 

despre cum e sń fii 

prea înalt vulnerabil  

ĺi puŤin cam 

nebun 

dar mń b©ntui mereu 

cât un stol de 

vampiri  

ai tupeu ĺi 

 youõre still  

looking for me through  

the garbage the sewers and 

the subway entrances even though 

i said i never 

beg because i donõt 

feel like 

repeating to everyone 

how it feels to be 

too vulnerable  

and a bit  

crazy 

but you keep haunting me like  

a flight of  

vampires 

you have guts and 
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ventuze în loc de urechi 

un nas verde cu solzi 

ĺi o coasń pe umńr cu 

dinŤii gńlbui 

ca-n reclame 

dar eu 

ĺtiu cń 

tu eĺti 

un coĺmar dintr-un vis  

de mulŤi ani 

rńtńcit 

într -o groapń 

comunń 

suction cups instead of ears 

a scaly green nose   

and a scythe on your shoulder 

whose yellow teeth  

are just like those teeth  

in commercials 

but i know  that 

you are 

a nightmare in  

a dream 

long forgotten  

in a common 

 grave 
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Edvard Munch  
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depresie unsprezece 

 

 depression eleven  

ziua în care 

douń pisici gri 

m-au trezit dintr -un 

somn peste care 

pluteau criminal  

patru corbi roz  

ĺi o bufniŤń albń 

cu pete gńlbui 

mai era ĺi o 

salcie ruptń de 

sńlńuŤa din 

transbordare 

micń plivind buruieni  

crescute în 

mijlocul camerei tale 

alungat prin  

 that day  

two gray cats 

woke me up from  

a dream where 

four pink ravens  

and a white owl  

with yellow spots  

were gliding to kill  

there was also 

a willow swept away by 

the river  

racing through my native village  

while my mother was plucking  out the weeds 

grow ing in 

the middle of your room  

a prince was chased out of  
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livadń de-o 

furnicń rebelń 

ĺi-n final  

un dovleac 

uriaĺ 

douń biserici din 

lemn ĺi-un 

voal alb de 

mireasń-fidelń 

the orchard by 

a rebel ant 

and in the end there was 

a huge 

pumpkin  

two wooden  

churches and 

a faithful bride õs 

white veil  
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depresie nouń 

 

 depression nine  

cunosc femeia 

care minte-n poeme 

cum se 

macinń vieŤile 

orbilor  

rńtńciŤi printre 

cńrŤi 

mirosind a literaturń 

ĺi imaginaŤia 

scriitorului ratat ĺi 

pervers o cunosc 

ĺi 

primul jurńm©nt 

ĺi 

ultimul  

dar 

 i know the woman  

that lies in poems 

about how the 

li ves of the blind  

fade away 

lost among 

books 

smelling like literature  

and i know the  

failed writer õs  

perverse imagination  

and  

the first  

and  

last oath 

but i feel 
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nu 

mi -e milń de 

povestea cu 

doi hoŤi de 

suflete când 

ultimul tńu 

sńrut bate la 

poarta uitńrii 

no mercy 

for the story of  

the two soul -thieves 

when  

your  last 

kiss is knocking at 

the gate of oblivion  
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Salvador Dali 
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depresie ĺapte 

 

 depression seven 

douń cuvinte 

mari  

ochii tńi rńzvrńtiŤi ´n 

uimire când  

buzele rostesc 

rugńciunea de 

searń ĺi eu 

nu mai ĺtiu 

mâinile suspendate 

peste 

coapsele 

amorŤite ĺi 

nici pńrul cńzut 

într -un vis 

fńrń vorbe 

ori  

 your rebellious eyes are 

two big  

words  

dazed when 

the lips form  

the evening 

prayer and i  

canõt remember 

the hands 

suspended 

over the 

numb thighs 

or the fallen hair  

in a speechless  

dream 

or 
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false coperŤi prńfuite 

peste 

care aĺtern 

politeŤuri ´n 

pat de 

cńmin ĺi tu 

disperare prin hol de  

nebuni mń alergi 

p©nń-n zori  

ca sń scriu colorat 

cum exist 

the fake dusty covers 

on top of which I pour  

pleasantries  

in a student hostel bed 

while despair  

chases me across hallways 

mad race 

till dawn  

to make me write about 

my life  

colourfully  
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Corneliu Baba 
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depresie cinci  

 

 depression five  

nebunul  

aleargń 

prin sufrageriile  

tale 

cu vin alb ĺi 

covrigi calzi  

pe balustrada 

unde 

fir imiturile  

s-au ´mprńĺtiat 

în noaptea-n care 

trebuia sń-mi  

cunosc destinul 

de la 

etajul trei  

noaptea neuronilor mei  

 the lunatic  

is running  

across your  

living room s 

with white wine  

and hot bagels 

on the railing  

where  

the crumbs 

got scattered 

that night when  

i was supposed to  

meet my destiny 

on the 

third floor  

the night when my neurons 
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izbind nemilos colŤul 

mansardei prea 

str©mte ĺi muzica 

italianń la radio 

contact ĺi 

fantoma care-Ťi 

agreseazń uneori  

patul îngust  

când nebunia din 

ochiul tńu st©ng 

doarme 

ruthlessly hit the edge 

of the narrow mansard  

while  contact radio station  

played italian music  

and the ghost that 

sometimes attacks 

your narrow bed  

when the frenzy  

in your left eye  

has fallen  

asleep 
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depresie trei  

 

 depression three  

am visul  

rńsp©ndit ĺi 

telefonul închis am 

gesturi 

trezindu -Ťi instincte 

mai priveĺti 

undeva un 

motan adormit  

despre care-mi  

vorbeĺti cu 

silabe stridente 

ĺi 

z©mbeĺti c©nd 

melcul trece stingher 

ĺi 

paginile fug printre  

 my dream is 

scattered 

my phone is turned off  

my gestures 

wake up instincts  

youõre contemplating  

in your mind  

a sleeping tomcat 

you describe it to me 

in high -pitched  

syllables 

and 

youõre smiling when  

the lonely snail passes by 

and the pages slip  

through  
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degetele tale cu 

miros de nopŤi nedormite ĺi 

gândul  

lipindu -se de muĺchii 

abdomenului tńu 

dimineaŤa 

your fingers  

smelling like sleepless nights 

my thoughts  

pressed against your 

abdomen muscles 

in the morning  
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depresie unu  

 

 depression one 

iatń 

sńrutul care-mi sfarmń 

t©mplele ĺi 

norii mei  

peste 

care tu 

Ťi-ai fńcut culcuĺul ´n 

fiecare noapte de 

sńrbńtori 

am 

sń-Ťi dedic 

poeme ĺi 

timp când  

trenul pleacń din 

gara obor 

iatń 

 this 

is the kiss that crushes 

my skull and  

my clouds 

on which you sleep 

every  

holiday  

night  

i will  

dedicate  

poems to you 

and give you my time  

when  

the train leaves 

the east station 

and this is 
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ziua 

când nu privesc prin  

gaura cheii 

cuvântul care 

muĺcń din 

creierul  

tńu 

the day 

when i donõt peep  

through the key hole  

at the word  

which bites off  

your  

brain 
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Eugène Ionesco 
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parestezie 

 

 paraesthesia 

sń respiri 

proaspńt cu 

ochii mari bolnavi de  

mirare ĺi 

m©inile tale verzi ĺi 

unghiile vopsite în  

alb ĺi spaŤiile 

neclare dintre 

liniile  

delicate ale 

sprâncenelor când 

nasul tńu roz 

prevesteĺte zńpada 

sń vorbesc 

ore-n ĺir cuvintele altora 

tńlpile lor 

 while you take in  

the air 

your eyes wide open 

overwhelmed and amazed 

your green hands 

your fingernails  painted white  

and the blurred  

spaces between 

the delicate 

lines 

of your eyebrows  

your pink nose  

foretelling  snow 

hour after hour i utter  

words that are not mine  

whose soles 
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strivindu -mi privirea ´ntoarsń 

de la reparaŤii optice pe 

izvorul criĺului ĺi 

Ťipńtul tńu croĺetat cu 

dinŤii ascunĺi 

printre biletele de peron ĺi 

trei mńnuĺi pierdute 

´nainte de ora plecńrii sau 

poate pistruii tńi 

dezinhibaŤi 

s©mbńtń dimineaŤa cu 

herbie hancock ĺi 

glen miller  

ascunĺi ´n maĺina de 

tocat amintiri  

crush my gaze 

averted from optic surgery  

at the source of the river criĺ 

and your scream 

is knitted by  sharp teeth 

hidden among  train tickets and  

three lost gloves 

before departure time  

or maybe your uninhibited  

freckles 

on a saturday morning  listening to  

herbie hancock and 

glen miller  

hiding in the  

memory shredder  
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amnezie psihogenń 

 

 psychogenic amnesia 

nopŤile mele au interior 

proaspńt cu 

studente la 

psihologie ĺi 

vin fiert în  

so what când 

arina dansa din 

priviri cu  

barmanul bńrbos ĺi 

boem ca 

un stâlp de 

beton 

sń mai pl©ngi 

printre mese 

buddy rich 

caldarâmul albastru  

 my nights have 

a fresh core of 

girls  who study  

psychology  

of mulled wine and 

so what 

when arina was 

eye-dancing 

with the bearded bohemian  

bartender looking  

like a concrete  

pillar  

never cry among tables 

again 

buddy rich  

the blue pavement 
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zdrobit între  

coapsele tale cu 

miros de 

gin tonic  

sń mai pl©ngi 

artie shaw cu 

stan getz ĺi coltrane 

când arina dansând mi-a ucis 

un 

sur©s aĺternut pe 

un sân de 

femeie uĺoarń 

smashed between 

your thighs  

smelling of  

gin tonic  

never cry again like 

artie shaw and 

stan getz and coltrane 

when dancing  

arina killed  my smile  

resting 

on the breast of a 

light  woman 
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Pieter Breughel the Younger 
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demenŤń presenilń 

 

 pre-senile dementia  

am tńcut 

asearń c©nd 

iuly mń asalta cu 

vorbe ĺi 

lacrimi de adormit  

instincte primare ĺi pe 

alina cu 

birmaneza cindy ´n braŤe 

am tńcut 

asearń deĺi mń 

loveau 

buzele tale cńrora le-am 

scris un 

cântec de leagńn inspirat 

dintr -un basm cu 

pitici muribunzi  

 i fell silent  

last night  when 

julia  was hitting me with  

words and  

tears to quench 

primary instincts  

and fool alina with  her 

burmese cat cindy  

in her lap 

i fell silent  

last night  

while your lips  

hit me 

with the lullaby inspired by  

a fairytale with  dying dwarfs  

which i myself had written   
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am tńcut 

asearń c©nd 

z©mbetul tńu 

reclamń la colgate 

mi-a izbit fereastra de la 

baie în timp ce 

motanul alex fńcea pipi-n 

chiuvetń 

am tńcut asearń c©nd 

gustul tńu 

amar mi-a 

invadat sufletul  

 

i fell silent  

last night when  

your colgate smile 

smashed my bathroom window  

while  

alex the tomcat was peeing 

in the sink  

i fell silent  

last night when  

my soul  

was invaded by the bitter  taste  

of you 
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space phobia 

 

 space phobia 

sunt 

spaŤii albe l©ngń 

fereastrń c©nd 

somnul tńu 

vorbeĺte 

despre 

visul meu  

minciuna cu  

pânze pictate în mov sau 

maĺina de 

spńlat pńcatele 

altora 

sunt spaŤii pentru care 

alaltńieri 

te-aĺ fi iubit 

mi-aĺ fi aruncat 

  

there are 

blanks by 

the window when  

your sleep dreams 

my dream 

a lie 

painted  

on purple canvas 

or 

the machine that can 

clean peopleõs  

sins 

the day before yesterday 

i would have loved you 

for these blanks 
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neputinŤa ´n 

groapa comunń unde 

tu 

eĺti 

reginń 

sunt 

spaŤii albe l©ngń 

fereastrń ĺi 

eu ´ncń te mai 

aĺtept 

i would have buried  

my helplessness 

in the comnmon grave 

which  

is your kingdom  

there are  

blanks 

by the window  

while  iõm still  

waiting for you  
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acromegalie 

 

 acromegaly 

am 

douń oglinzi care 

strigń din 

baie 

chipul tńu gri 

n-o sń ĺtii cum 

te 

macinń viermii 

sńrutului 

n-o sń vezi mocheta 

albastrń 

incendiind  

bucńtńria 

cu 

fumuri transpirate  

printre  

 the two mirrors  

in my bathroom 

call 

your grey image 

you w ill never see 

the worms  

of a kiss  

gnaw 

at you 

you wonõt see 

the blue moquette 

setting the kitchen 

on fire 

with its  

sweaty haze 

among 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

55 
 

 

tablourile andreei  

când 

trńiam edith piaf 

eu 

n-o sń mai fac 

poze voalate cu 

vieŤile tale 

triste ĺi tu 

n-o sń 

mai fii  

albń ca zńpada pentru 

piticii mei  

andreeaõs paintings 

when  

our life was edith piaf  

i 

wonõt take 

underexposed photographs of  

your sad lives and  

you will  

never be 

snow white for  

my dwarfs  

never ever again 
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sindromul cushing  

 

 cushingõs syndrome 

am 

cules printre  

degete 

respiraŤiile 

umede ĺi 

gândul meu a 

vńzut harta vieŤii 

din  

palmń c©nd 

rosteai delirul dragostei  

tale 

te-am cules 

rńsp©ndindu-te printre  

muzici alternative ĺi 

cńrŤile din bibliotecń ĺi 

birmanezele mele 

 my spread fingers 

gathered 

your  wet 

breath and 

my thoughts found  

lifeline  

in your palm while  

you were rambling about 

your  

love 

i found  you 

i scattered you in 

alternative music and 

library books and  

my beloved 

burmese cats 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

58 
 

 

dragi  

te-am cules dintre 

iubiŤii mirelei uitaŤi pe 

cearceafuri ĺi 

din paharele roĺii de 

plastic te-am cules ĺi 

mi-am presat 

sufletul între  

coperŤile tratatului de 

psihiatrie  

i picked you    

from among  mirelaõs 

lovers forgotten  

between the sheets and 

from the red plastic cups 

i gathered you 

and i pressed 

my soul between 

the covers of the treatise on 

psychiatry  
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neoplazie  

 

 neoplasia 

te-am 

iubit ca pe o 

paginń 

web din  

site-ul yahoo.com în 

noaptea de 

revelion te-am 

iubit  cu 

link -uri Ħi cu 

mouse-ul  

´nfierb©ntat ĺi cu 

monitorul deschis toatń 

noaptea te-am 

iubit cu  

credit cardul meu  

te-am iubit  

 i loved  you  

as much as I can love 

a yahoo web page 

on new yearõs eve  

i loved you  

with link s  

with the  

warm mouse  

my monitor  

was on 

all night  

i loved  

you with  

my credit card  

you were 

all over my  
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printre taste ĺi 

e-mail -uri trimise  

andreei ĺi 

gogoĺile parfumate ale 

corneliei ĺi 

sandwici -urile  

elenei 

te-am iubit ĺi 

am pierdut cheile  

apartamentului când  

mń alergau 

borfaĺii prin 

piaŤa sudului 

atât de mult  

te-am 

iubit  

computer keyboard  

and in e-mails sent to 

andrea and in 

corneliaõs 

flavoured doughnuts  

and in elenaõs 

sandwiches 

i loved you and  

i lost the apartment  

keys while  

the thugs 

ran after me across 

piaŤa sudului  

this is how much  

i loved  

you 
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Philippe Pinel  
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psihoza reactivń 

 

 reactive psychosis 

starea ta 

m-a distrus pe 

mine 

edulcoratul când  

beam vodkń ĺi 

mâncam parizer cu 

muncitorii  

când 

tu îmi  

vorbeai 

despre 

ginsberg ĺi********************fidel castro 

starea ta 

mult invidiatule mi -a 

distrus  

închisoarea în 

 your mood  

ruined   

my edulcorated self 

when i drank vodka and  

ate cheap salami with  

the other workers  

when 

you were 

talking  

about 

ginsberg and******* fidel castro 

i envied you and  

your mood  

runied  

the prison 

where i  
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care-mi târam 

existenŤa cu 

pisici perverse ĺi 

femei 

mutilate  

starea ta a 

distrus monotonia -sistem 

ĺi-a dat naĺtere unui 

poem despre 

emancipare 

lived  

together with  

perverse cats and 

mutilated  

women 

your mood  

ruin ed the very system of monotony  

and it gave birth to a  

poem about 

emancipation 
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insomnie  

 

 insomnia  

am 

iahtul meu la  

tulcea 

obeliscul ĺi colacii de 

salvare cu 

friĺca de pe 

tortul revelionului ĺi 

s©nii tńi 

am 

iahtul meu  

falezń cu dunńre 

ĺi 

monumentul de pe colinń 

am 

iahtul meu o  

ĺalupń rapidń ĺi 

 i have 

a yacht in 

tulcea 

the obelisk and the life 

buoys and 

the cream on the 

new yearõs eve cake and 

your breasts 

i have 

a yacht 

a bank of the danube 

and 

the monument  up hill  

i have 

a yacht 

a fast boat and 
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sticle de 

ĺampanie douń 

camera nicoletei 

cu 

respiraŤiile tale 

valuri ĺi 

postere 

am 

iahtul meu la  

tulcea ĺi 

noaptea în care-o sń 

zbor 

two champagne 

bottles 

nicoletaõs room 

with the waves  

of your breath  

and 

posters 

i have 

a yacht in 

tulcea and 

one night soon i will  

fly  
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parkinson  

 

 parkinson õs 

tu 

vorbeĺti despre 

sńlcii ĺi 

filosofie  

ĺi 

pescńruĺi pe 

catarg 

rństignindu-ĺi 

aripile  

frânte 

tu 

priveĺti cu 

un ochi care 

r©de stupid ĺi ´n 

m©nń-Ťi creĺte 

o 

 youõre 

talking about  

willows and  

philosophy  

and 

seagulls with  

broken wings  

crucified on  

the mast 

you are  

gazing 

one of your eyes laughs 

nonsensically 

and 

a cactus seed  

grow s in  
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sńm©nŤń de 

cactus ce-mi  

strńpunge 

venele ĺi 

stomacul 

vagon de 

dormit când  

priveĺti 

pe fereastra dementń 

ziua ce n-o sń 

mai fie 

your hand  

it  

cuts my veins open 

it cuts my stomach 

a sleeping car 

wherein you  

stare  

out the demented  window  

at 

the day that 

shall be no more 
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hipocondrie  

 

 hypochondria  

prin stânga 

ocolesc semafoare 

fictive ĺi 

mestec o 

gumń 

airwaves tu  

´mi laĺi pe 

robot 

mesaje 

´mi reciŤi din 

cńrŤi de 

bucate 

cum se 

face budinca ĺi 

ciorba de 

linte  

 i go left 

and round   

imaginary  traffic lights  

while chewing  

airwaves  

gum 

youõre leaving me  

messages  

on the answering  

machine  

reciting  

from cook books 

how pudding  

and lentil  

soup 

are made 
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depńĺesc un 

tramvai ĺi 

lovesc un 

pieton cu 

privirea mea t©mpń 

deschid 

uĺa 

mńn©nc alune mucegńite 

beau ceai cu 

pesmet 

ĺi 

arunc buchetul de 

mireasń pe 

care tu 

n-o sń-l mai vezi  

niciodatń 

în roz 

i overtake 

a tram and 

hit a 

pedestrian  

with  a 

stupid look  

i open 

the door  

and 

eat mouldy peanuts  

drink tea  

and biscuits 

I throw away the  

bride bouquet 

which  

youõll never dream of 

again 
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Hieronymus Bosch 
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fabulatorium  

 

 fabulatorium  

cu 

nisip verde  

numńr apeluri la 

care nu mai pot 

sń rńspund 

n-am corzi vocale 

ĺi nici 

cézanne sau 

van gogh 

despre care-Ťi pictez 

inutil  

ca ĺi c©nd tu n-ai fi  

existat 

stuart mill  

sunt ok 

ca sń stau în cochilii din  

 iõm using green sand 

to count the calls 

i canõt answer  

any more 

i have no vocal cords 

i have no  

cézanne or 

van gogh 

itõs no use 

painting them  

for you  

as if stuart mill  

had never 

existed 

iõm ok 

i can live like snails 
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inima mea 

ĺi sń spun tuturor 

versul tńu 

transformat  

când inelul  

e ĺtreang ĺi 

pluteĺte 

în aerul 

gol 

in my own  heart 

telling everyone  

that your verse 

has changed 

the ring  

is a noose now 

and it floats  

in the  

void  
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sindromul de cl érambault  

 

 clérambault õs syndrome  

sunt 

liber sń-mi  

omor 

timpul cu  

poze 

reŤetń ĺi 

cuvinte  

cliĺeu printre care 

tu ai 

ascuns poemele 

lui  

fabricio ĺi 

deo-stick-ul  

ceciliei cu 

autograful de la  

marius când 

 iõm  

free to  

kill  

time with  

cliché pictures 

and cliché words 

inside which   

you have  

hidden  

fabricioõs  

poems 

and ceciliaõs  

deo-stick 

that had  

mariusõ autograph on it  

as he was  
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mima nebunia  

sunt 

liber sń 

tac 

standardul meu  

nu 

include  

speranŤa ĺi 

nici tu nu  

mai eĺti noaptea cu 

lunń plinń 

sunt 

liber ĺi mihai 

nici nu  

ĺtie cum 

vârsta mea se 

prostitueazń la 

inter  

faking madness 

iõm free  

to  

say nothing 

hope is not 

here 

any more and 

neither  

are you 

a full moon  

night  

i am 

free and mihai  

doesnõt even  

know  how   

my age  

is walking the street  

in front of the intercontinental hotel  
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anorexia nervosa 

 

 anorexia nervosa 

pe strada 

academiei 

cerĺesc 

dimineaŤa la 

nouń 

covrigi  

proaspeŤi 

calzi 

v©nzńtoarea cu ochii 

pierduŤi la 

spring time  

într -o pizza 

pepperonni  

ĺi pe 

trecerea de pietoni 

accidentul cu 

 at nine a.m. 

on the academy  

street 

i beg   

give me  

a warm  

pretzel 

please 

the shopgirl  

gazes at a 

a pepperoni  

pizza  

in a fastfood 

while  

on the crossing 

your accident 
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tine 

cocaññññññcola 

astńzi 

n-am 

sń-Ťi 

blestem 

zilele 

proasto cń 

mi-ai 

rńmas totuĺi at©t 

de 

puŤinń 

all over again 

coca cola 

i will not  

curse  

you  

today 

fool  

that  

you are 

that so little  

of you 

is left in me 
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maternity blues  

 

 maternity blues  

nu 

mai vreau nici  

vaporul  

nici  

valuri înspumate  

nici  

suprafaŤa 

triunghiului tńu 

isoscel 

de pe fruntea obositń 

nu 

mai vreau 

umbrele tale 

printre  

cńmńĺile 

nespńlate dupń 

 no 

i long no more 

for the ship 

the foamy waves 

the surface 

of the isosceles 

triangle  

on your tired forehead  

no 

i donõt want  

your shadow  

among 

my dirty  

shirts 

after midnight  

i no longer care 
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miezul nopŤii 

poŤi 

ascunde 

unghiile lungi  

care-mi  

provoacń insomnii 

poŤi 

privi  

liniĺtitń 

fereastra când 

buletinul de  

ĺtiri 

anunŤń 

ultima  

orń 

if you  hide 

your  long fingernails  

that 

give me insomnia 

you can 

look   

out the window  

all you want  

when  

the news 

announce 

the 

last 

hour  
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Vincent Van Gogh 

 

 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

87 
 

 

 

paranoia 

 

 paranoia 

caut 

explicaŤia 

existenŤialń cititń 

printre  

rânduri la  

bilete în 

gara de nord 

banalń c©nd 

priveai  

musca din 

paharul prea 

plin ĺi 

mecanicii fńc©nd 

sex cu 

locomotiva  

ĺi 

 iõm looking  

for the existential  

explanation  

i once read 

while queuing  

for tickets 

at the north station  

how commonplace 

you looked  

at a fly 

in a glass 

too full  

while drivers  

had sex 

with the engine  

and  
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mai apoi pe 

banca de la 

peronul cinci când  

citeam libertatea ĺi 

mâncam 

îngrozit o  

bananń 

blondń cu 

ochii  

albaĺtri 

after that 

on a bench 

at the fitfth platform  

i read the freedom 

and ate 

a blonde blue-eyed 

banana 

and 

i was 

scared  
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panic disorder  

 

 panic disorder  

nu 

sunt un 

zâmbet care-ĺi aratń 

colŤii prin 

sufragerii când 

ceaiul clocoteĺte la 

paradń ĺi 

nici piatra de  

moarń pe 

sufletul tńu 

putred  

nu 

sunt un 

cadavru peste 

care tu 

sń-Ťi 

 i am  

not a 

smile 

snarling in  

the dining room  

when the kettle hisses 

like people at a parade 

i am not 

a millstone  

grinding your rotten 

soul 

no 

what i am is the 

dead body 

you spit on 

helplessly 
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scuipi saliva neputinŤei 

sunt 

doar clownul  

care-Ťi 

serveĺte 

clienŤii la 

cinń c©nd 

sexul tńu 

explodeazń ´n 

creier 

i am  

the clown 

that serves dinner 

for your clients  

when  

your sex 

bursts out  

in your  

brain 
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convulsie psihogenń 

 

 psychogenic convulsion  

stau aĺa 

în 

faŤa copacului 

fńrń sń 

cunosc definiŤia 

scoarŤei 

ñsuspinń 

ciocńnitoareañ 

scuturându -ĺi 

penibil  

ĺi 

inutil capul fńrń 

cioc 

 i am facing 

this tree 

not  

know ing 

a definition  

for  the bark 

ñthe woodpecker 

sighedñ 

awkward  

useless 

beakless 

head 
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sindrom amnestic  

 

 amnestic syndrome  

scoicń argintie 

mâna mea 

uitatń 

pe 

noptierń 

când 

mtv -ul prezintń 

o nouń 

eclipsń 

de-a 

ta 

 my hand  

is a silver shell 

forgotten on  

the night stand 

when mtv  

once again 

announces 

that 

you 

are being 

eclipsed 
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Jan Sanders Van Hemessen 
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neuroastenie 

 

 neurasthenia  

azi 

nu mai  

sunt 

plantń 

ornament 

am 

5 000 lei în 

buzunar  

ĺi 

sacou proletar 

când 

urc treptele la birou  

la numńrul 

zece 

pe 

edgar quinet sń-mi    

 today 

iõm not a  

decorative 

plant  

any more 

i have 5 000 lei in 

my pocket 

and 

a proletarian coat 

and iõm climbing  

the stairs to my office  

at 

number  

ten 

edgar quinet street 

ready 
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iau 

porŤia zilnicń 

de 

banal 

for  my daily  

ratio  

of 

cliché 
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Gustave Courbet 
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moral insanity  

 

 moral insanity  

se 

mai ´nt©mplń 

razele printre  

frunze ĺi 

norii se 

zbat în 

cenuĺa 

dimineŤii c©nd 

sufletul  

meu 

cerĺeĺte 

lacom 

aroma cafelei 

cu tine 

 

vine furtuna  

 occasional sunrays  

through  

leaves 

clouds 

struggling  

in the grey 

morning  

my greedy 

soul 

begs 

for  

the taste of 

coffee  

with you  

 

the approaching storm 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

101 
 

 

 
 

 



Gelu Vlaĺin 
Tratat despre psihiatrie . Treatise on Psychiatry. Parallel Texts 

102 
 

 

 

accurate 

 

 accurate 

sunt 

fńrń domiciliu 

stabil sunt 

fńrń nici un 

domiciliu  

doar o 

cutie de 

carton pe 

asfaltul  

pńm©nt ĺi 

suflet 

pereche pentru  

autostrada care 

sunt 

sunt fńrń domiciliu pe 

scńri 

 a 

regular  

homeless 

living  

in a cardboard 

box 

on the 

pavement  

which is  

my mate 

earth 

and 

soul 

a homeless  

highway  climbing  

the infernal  
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infernale de 

timp dar  

supravieŤuiesc 

sunt 

un instinct ĺi 

durere ĺi 

nimic altceva ĺi 

mń ´ncńlzesc 

limbile ascuŤite ale 

cuvintelor  

tale 

stairs 

of time 

i survive  

as instinct  

and pain 

no more 

while the sharp  

edge 

of your  

words  

keeps me warm 
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