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LETTER-WRITING. — TELEGRAPH. — TELEPHONE

LESSON 49 (forty-nine). THE FORTY-NINTH LESSON

LETTER-WRITING. — TELEGRAPH. — TELEPHONE

When I want to write a letter, I go to my writing-table, and
sit down.

Then, 1 prepare to write; I take a sheet of writing-paper which
1 place on my blotting-pad. Then, either I take my fountain-
pen out of my coat-pocket, or I take up a penholder from the
pencil-box, and 1 dip the pen into the ink.

First, 1 write the date and my own address at the top of the
page, and I begin: Dear Sir, or Dear Madam, or My dear
[riend.

When the letter is written, 1 end with: Yours [aithfully, or
Yours sincerly, or Yours affectionately, and 1 sign my name
at the foot.

I blot the ink with blotting-paper, and fold my letter; then I take
up an envelope and slip the letter into it; I write the address,
not mine, but my correspondent’s, on the envelope. Then, 1
seal it and stick a stamp above the address in the righthand
corner. Then, I go out and drop my letter into a pillar-box.

Laugh and learn.

1. ,Have you got a letter from Jane lately?”

,.Yes, sixteen pages.”

. What does she say?"

That she will tell me the news when she sees me.”

*
* *

2. ,Here's a letter from Dunleigh asking us to send him part of
‘what's due, and enclosing a stamp for a reply. ‘What shall
1 do about it ?”

Send him the stamp on account.”

*
* *

3. ,Here you are, mother. Here is your money back !
. But what about the letters you had to get stamps for?”
I dropped them into the box when nobody was looking !"

ok
* *

4. Wife: ,] want to see this letter.”

Husband: , What letter?”

W ife: .That one you just opened. You turned pale when you
read it. 1 will see it.”

Husband: ,Here it is; it is your milliner’s bill !
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I LEARN ENGLI

5. Letter from dentist: ,Dear Madam, — Unless the dent
you had from me is paid for without delay, I shall be oblige
to insert the following advertisment in the local paper: ,,
cellent set of false teeth for sale. To be seen at any time
Mrs. Smith's, 5, Dettone Terrace.” The teeth were paid fi

the same day. .

*
* *

A young man who had written a letter with particular ca
exclaimed with joy: ,,All is well that ends well.” Pronouncin

B (((g_] these words, he took the inkstand instead the sand-box an
covered his troublesome work with a black sea.

Jl. l‘m_ .

* *

7. ,Why did you not answer to my letter ?"
,,Because your letter has not come to hand.”

. That's impossible !"

..Besides, the contents of your letter did not suit me."

*
* *

8. Jack: ,I can't understand how telegrams may be sent by
pressing upon an instrument.”
Bill: ,,Welll when you tread upon the tail of a dog, is it not

the head that answers ?**

*
* #*

9. A man had been waiting outside a telephone-box for a long
time, and eventually put his head inside the door and asked
the young woman occupant if he could help her find the
number she wanted.

,,Oh, thank you very much,” she said, ,but I don't want a num-
ber. I'm looking in the book for a pretty name for my baby."

* * #* .

10. Tom does not want to go to school. He speaks to his teacher
on the telephone. '

Tom: ,Is that Mr. Brown, the teacher ?*

Teacher: ,Yes, I am speaking. What do you want ?"

f'om: , Tom will not go to school to-day. He is ill.“

Teacher: ,Oh, I'm sorry to hear that. Who is speaking 7

Tom: ,My father.”

*
* *

11. ,..And then his fiancée is well acquainted with the best
families in the town."

*
* *

= 286 =~
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LETTER-WRITING. — TELEGRAPH. — TELEPHONE

§ 293

Acquainted (ekie'intéd), cunos-

cut.

Affectionately (efe'ksénitli), plin
de dragoste.

Beside (bisa'id), (pe) ldnga; afara
de; besides, afard de aceasta.

to Blot (blot), a usca (cerneala)
cu sugatoarea.

Blotting-pad (blo/tinS-ped), mapa
cu hartie sugatoare.

Cash (kes), bani pegsin; cash-
advance, avans de bani.

Coat-pocket, buzunarul hainei.

to Communicate (komiii’nikeit),
a comunica.

Contents (konte/nts), pl. confinut.

Correspondent (korispo/ndent),
corespondent.

Delay (dile’i), amanare; — to ~,
a amana.

Denture (de/ncié), dantfura.

to Disappoint (disepo/int), a des-
amagi.

Due (dia), dafor.

Dunleigh (danli), npr. de familie.

to Enclose (inklo'tiz), a alatura;
enclosing, alaturat.

Envelope (e'nvilotip), plic.

Eventually (ive/ntiueli), in cele
din urma.

Faithfully (fe'ibfuli), devotat.

Fiancée (fia'nsei), /logodnica.

Film (film), film.

to Fold (fold), a indoi; a incru-
cisa (brafele).

Foot (fut), picior; partea de jos.

Fountain-pen (fa’tintin-pen), stilo.

Hand, mana; to come to ~,a
primi (o scrisoare).

Help (help), ajutor; — to ~,a
ajuta; to ~ to, a servi (pe cineva
la masa), a-i trece din bucate;
— perf. si part. helped (helpt).

to Insert (insd't), a insera, a da
un anunf (intr'un jurnal).

VOCABULARY

Instrument (i'nstrument), insfru-
ment.

oy (giol), bucurie, veselie.
ately (le'itli), de curand, deunazi.

Local (lo'tkel), Jocal.

Operator (opere'ité), operator;
telephone ~, felefonist(a).

Occupant (o/kiupent), defindtor,
ocupant.

Outside (a'utsaid), afara;
rior.

Particular (peti'kiule), particular,
deosebit.

Pillar-box (pi'lé-boks), coloana cu
o cutie de scrisori.

to Prepare (pripe/d), a pregati;
a gati (bucate, etc.).

to Press (pres), a apdsa; a (se)
inghesui; a vari.

Right-hand, mana dreapta,
dreapta.

Sale (seil), vanzare; licitafie.

Sand-box (se/nd-boks), nisipel-
nitd.

to Seal (sil), a pecetlui, a sigila.

Set (set), garniturd; tacam; par-
tida.

Sincerly (sinsi’dli), (in mod) sin-
cer, cu sinceritate.

to Slip (slip), a aluneca, a (se)
strecura.

Tail (teil), coada.

Telegram (te'ligrem), felegrama.

Telegraph (te'ligref, te'ligraf), fe-
legraf.

Telephone-box (te'lifotin-boks),
cabina telefonica.

Terrace (teres), ferasa.

Tread (tred), calcaturd; pas; — to
~, a cdlca; — perf. trod (trod);
part. trodden (trodn),

Troublesome (trd/blsom), osfe-
nitor, obositor; suparator.

Writing-table (ra’itinS-teibl),
masa de scris, birou.

exte-

PR TP LT LZLI I 222 2 22 s s o e ooy

GRAMMAR AND EXPLANATIONS

Contents, continut, e un substantiv intrebuintat numai la forma de plural,

dar cu inteles de singular.

Tot astfel si gallows (ghe’lotiz), spanzuritoare, means, mijloc si mijloace,

news, veste, stire, wages, leafa si lefuri.

Afara de acestea, se intrebuinteazd numai la plural urmétoarele categorii

de cuvinte :

e s

§ 293.
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§ 294,

§ 295,

§ 296.

§§ 294—296 I LEARN ENGLI

a) Numele de obiecte alcituite din dous parfi sau bucati la fel, ¢
bellows (be’loiiz), foale, foi (de suflat), compasses (ka’mpesiz), comp
drawers (dr0z), izmene, lungs (langz), pldmani, pincers (pM'nséz), clegh
scales. (skeilz), balants, scissors (s¥zéz), foarfeci, snuffers (sna’féz), mucan
spectacles, ochelari, tongs (ta ngz), cleste, trousers (tra’izéz), pantaloni. Acesly
se construesc cu verbul la plural : my trousers are too short, pantalonii m
sunt prea scurfi; your scissors do not cut, foarfecile tale nu taie.

Foarte adesea aceste substantive sunt precedate de a pair of, o pereq
de. Astfel : a pair of scissors, o pereche de foarfeci, a pair of trousers,
pereche de pantaloni, a pair of spectacles, (o pereche de) ochelari, etc. ?

b) Cuvinte care insemneazi in genere o cantitate oare-care, ca: asl
(e’siz), cenusd, bowels (ba"telz) si entrails (entreilz), maruntaie, mate,
(dregz), drojdii, etc.

c) Nume de boale, de jocuri, de ceremonii : measles, pojar, cori, mump
(mamps), toane rele ; — biliards, biliard, draughts (drafts), (jocul de) dami
fives (faivz), joc cu mingea; — matins (me’tins), ufrenie, vespers (ve’spéz),
vecernie, nuptials (na’psélz), nuntd, obsequies (o’psikiiiz), inmormantare.

d) Nume de stiinte terminate in -ies, ca : acoustics, acusticd, optics, optici
physics, fizici, mathematics, matematicd, mechanics, mecanicd, ethics, etic
metaphysics, metafizica, politics, politici, phonetics, fonetics, etc. i

Verbul defectiv OUGHT. — Ca si celelalte verbe defective (shall, will,
can, may, must), pe care le-am studiat in lectiunile trecute, ought nu se ine
trebuinfeazd la toate timpurile. Spre deosebire de mai toate celelalte, acestu,
ca si must, n'are decat o singura forma ought, cu intelesul de trebue, ar trebul,
Se intrebuinteazd ought numai cand e vorba de o obligatiune morals, de ¢
datorie ce avem de a face ceva. Ex.: the young ought to respect the aged,
tandrul trebue si respecte pe cel mai in varstd ; he ought to be grateful
(gre’itful) for what I did for him, ar frebui si fie recunoscétor pentry
ceea ce am f[acut pentru dansul ; he ought to be much more diligent, ar trew
bui si fie mult mai silitor ; every one ought to live by his profession, fie
care ar trebui si trdeascd din meseria lui ; when you cannot howl (haiil)
with the wolves, you ought not to live with them, dacid nu poti si urli cu
lupii, nu trebue si trdesti cu ei. FEF™ Sa se observe cd ought, singurul
din toate verbele defective, se construeste cu infinitivul precedat
de to (ought to respect, ought to be, ought to live). — In limba veche, ought.
era trecutul verbului to owe, a fi dafor, a datora, inteles cu care-l gasim

intrebuintat si de Shakespeare : he said you ought him a thousand pounds,
zicea cd-i datorezi o mie de livre.

ABOVE. — Acest cuvant e prepozitie si adverb, si se intrebuinteazi cu
urmitoarele intelesuri : L

a) Deasupra: his head was hardly above the surface of the water,
capul lui abia era deasupra apei; in a few minutes the balloon rose above
the clouds, in cafeva minute, balonul se ridici deasu pra norilor; ten
degrees above zero, zece grade deasupra lui zero.

b) Peste: she spent above a hundred pounds, ea a cheltuit peste
o sutd de livre; he is above forty, el e de peste patruzeci de ani.

c) Mai presus de: love God above all things! iubeste-l pey
Dumnezeu mai presus de orice! above all, mai presus de toate,
mai cu seamd. ]

FROM. — Sensul acestei prepozitii este contrariul lui to.
Se intrebuinteazd mai adesea cu urmétoarele sensuri :

= 208~
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LETTER-WRITING. — TELEGRAPH. — TELEPHONE § 297

a) Arata despartirea, plecarea, depértarea in spatiu si in timp. Ex.: he
has just returned from school, s'a infors focmai de la scoald; to came
from home, from the country, a veni de acasa, de la tara; the apples are
so ripe, that they all fall from the trees, merele sunt asa de coapte c& toate
cad de pe pomi; I slept from ten o'clock till six, am dormit de la gece
la sase; he lives far from the town, locueste departe de oras.

b) Sta in opozitie cu to ( FEF§ 287, b).

c) Arata originea, punctul de plecare, inceputul: a gentleman from
London, un domn de la Londra; he is descended from a French family,
el se coboard dintr’ o familie franceza.

d) Arata motivul, pricina: he was absent from illness, lipsea din
cauzd de boald.

e) Traduce prepozitiunile de, de la, din si dupi. Ex. far from, de-
parte de; he is far from rich, e departe de a fi bogat; from without, de
afard ; from to-day, de astizi (inainfe); the English Channel separates
France from England, Canalul (Manecii) separd Franta de Anglia ; to defend
from, a apira de; to take from, a lua de [a; to hear from, a primi vesti
de la; to learn from books, a invdta din carti; from the moment when...,
din momentul cand..; from childhood, din copilarie; tell him, from me,
not to come, spune-i, din partea mea, si nu vie; to judge from, a judeca
dupd from what you say, dupd cafe spui.

@&~ Observatiune. — Atragem atentia asupra constructiunii where
from? de unde? Cand where e insotit de un verb, from se pune in urma
verbului: where does she come from? de unde vine (ea)? 1 do not know
where she comes from, nu stiu de unde vine (ea).

Prepozitia UPON. — Upon, pe, are acelasi inteles ca om, dar se intre-
buinteazd mult mai rar decat acesta. Astfel se poate zice: on the shoulders sau

upon the shoulders, pe umeri; on credit sau upon credit, pe daforie; on
sau upon my honour, pe cinstea mea, upon my life, pe wviata mea, etc.

EXERCISE 98.

Unde e biroul de postd cel mai apropiat. — La cate ceasuri se inchide
biroul de posti. — Unde e biroul telegrafului ? — Cat [se plateste] pentru o
scrisoare recomandata (registered)? — Da-mi o marcd de un penny, de doi
penny si jumdtate, de sapte penny si jumatate. — Dati-mi, va rog, o marca
pentru strainitate (abroad). — Voiti sa cantariti (to weigh) aceastd scri-
soare 7 — Doresc sa trimit o telegrama in (f0) Romania. — Cat [costa] cu-
vantul (per w.)? — Pana la cate ceasuri e deschis biroul de telefon ? — Do-

~esc si telefonez la (at) Paris. — Credeti ( :fo think) cd voiu capata (:to
get) indatd legatura (communication)? — Allo! da-mi numarul sase (de doua
ori trei) douazeci si patru,... zece (de doud ori cinci) patruzeci si sapte (patru
si sapte). — Nu-mi aduc aminte numele doamnei a cérei adresa mi-ai dat [-o]
azi (this) dimineatd. — Tatal meu ti-a scris alaltaieri ; ai primit scrisoarea lui 72—
Vom astepta dela sapte pand la noud. — De cate ori pe zi (daily) se impart
( : to be delivered) scrisorile 7 — Am fost incantat (| delighted) primind (inf) dra-
guta si foarte interesanta dumitale scrisoare. — Ce faci cand vrei ( :fo want)
sa telefonezi cuiva? — Ai telegrafiat ( : fo wire) prietenului d-tale ieri? —
Tats, cumpari-mi un telefon, asa [ca sd] pot rdspunde [lal intrebarile profe-
sorului fara a avea (ger) supdrarea (frouble) de a merge (ger) la scoala.

== 98 e

§ 297.
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LESSON 50 (fifty). THE FIFTIETH LESSO?

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father which art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. i
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen. §

Proverbs.

. Man does what he can, God what he will.

- He is well kept whom God keeps.

The nearer the church, the farther from God.
He who serves God has a good master.

When it pleases not God, the saint can do little.
The people’s voice is God's voice.

Better to treat with God than with his saints,

NOUA N~

Child’s Evening Prayer.

When I'm put to bed to-day

Both my eyes I'll shut, and say:

.Father, till the morning light,

Watch my little bed to-night !

All the people in all lands

Take into Your loving hands;

OId and young and great and small,

From all danger guard them all !

Give the sick ones gentle sleep,

Dry the eyes of those that weep,

And please leave the moon to light

All poor travellers through the night.
ALFRED PERCEVAL GRAVES,

Anecdotes.

1. A Quaker driving in a single-horse chaise, happened to meet
a young man who was also in a single-horse chaise. There was
not room enough for them to pass each other, unless one of
them would back his carriage, which they both refused to do.

— 240 —
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

I will not make way for you,” said the young man.

.1 think I am older than thou art,” said the Quaker, ,,and there-
fore have a right to expect thee to make way for me."

I will not,” resumed the first. He then pulled out a newspaper,
and began to read. The Quaker, observing him, pulled out his
pipe and some tobacco from his pocked, struck a light, lit his
pipe, and puffed away very comfortably.

.Friend,” said he, ,,when thou hast read the paper, I should be
glad if thou wouldst lend it me."

ES * *

2. Little Jack prays every night for all the different members of
his family.

His father had been away on a short journey, and that night Jack
was praying for him as usual.

.Bless papa and take care of him,” he was saying, when suddenly
he raised his head and listened.

.Never mind about it now, Lord,” ended the little fellow, ,I hear
him down in the hall.”

£3 *
3. Thou shali love thy neighbour as thyself.
A little boy came home from school very annoyed with his teacher.
I hate her,” he declared.
., Oh, you mustn’t say that,” said his mother. ,, The Bible tells us
to love everybody."
. Yes,” replied the boy,” but miss Jones wasn't alive when the
Bible was written."
* * *
4. A teacher was explaining how God sees us and all our doings.
On this point she was questioned by a small child thus :
.Can God see me in bed ?*
. Yes!”
,.Can He see me playing in my garden 7"
. Yes!”
,Can He see my cousin Frank playing in his garden 7
. Yes!”
. That," commented the child severely, ,,is a lie. I haven't got a
cousin Frank!"
* * £
5. A Sunday-school teacher was showing her class a picture 'of
the Christian martyrs in the Rome arena. One sensitive child
was moved to tears.

6431—16 — 241 —
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,» What are you crying for?"* asked the teacher. ,,Are you so
for the poor Christians ?* :
»Oh " sobbed the child, pointing with her finger, , that poor I
hasn’t got a Christian !
#* % #
6. Country Parson: ,Do you know, my dear boy, which
kind of children go to Heaven 7 ;
Tommy: ,Yes, sir — the dead ones."
* * *
7. Patient (suddenly coming out of coma): ,, Where am I
in Heaven 7"
Wife: ,No, darling, I am still with you.

Amen (3a'men, e'imen), amin. Mgrtvr (ma'té), martir.
Arena (eri'né), arena. Misery (mi'zéri), mizerie.

to Back (bek), a se da inapoi. Mockery (mo'kdri), batjocurd.
Bible (baibl), Biblie. Parson (pasn), preot.
Chaise (seiz), frdsuricd, gabrio- to Puff (paf), a pufii, a fuma.
leta. to Pull out, a scoafe.
Coma (ko'imé), coma. Quaker (kiie’'ike), Quaker *).
to Comment (kome'nt), a se ex- to Question (kiie'séén), a intreb
prima, a-§i exprima sentimen- to Resume (rizi’'m), a rezuma,
ele. a relua, a reincepe.
Daily (de'ili), zilnic, pe zi. Rome (roum), Roma.
Danger (de'ingie), primejdie. Saint (seint), sfant.
Debtor (de'té), datornic. Sensitive (se'nsitiv), sensitiv.
Doing (du'in8), fapta. Single-horse (si‘ngl-hds), cu u
Eternity (itd'niti), efernitate, ves- singur cal.
nicie. Sleep (slip), somn. }
to Forgive (foghi'v), a ierfa; — to Sob (sob), a plange cu sus
perf. forgave (foghe'iv); part. pine.
for?iven (foghi’vn). Stair (sted), freapta; pl. stai
Gentle (gentl), bland; lin. (ste’dz), scara.
Glory (gld'ri), glorie, slavi. Suddenly (sd’dnli), deodatd,
to Guard (gad), a pazi. neagteptate.
to Hallow (he'lot), a sfinfi. Sunday-school (sd'ndi-skiil),
Jones (gionz), npr. de familie. scoala de Dumineca.
Land (lend), fara; uscat (in opo- Tear (tid), /acrima.
zifie cu marea). Temptation (temte'ign), ispitd.
Lie (lai), minciuni; — to ~ , a Therefore (3e/3f0), de aceea; p
minfi. urmare.
Light (lait), lumina; chibrit. : Thus (33s), aga, astfel.
Lion (Ia'ién), /eu. to Treat (irit), a trata; a cinstl

Lord (16d), boier, lord; Domnul (cu ceva). s
(Isus Hristos); Dumnezeu. .

*) Membru al unei secte religioase care n'are preoti; el se adreseazi oricui tutuind
nu juri niciodati, nu-si scoate piliria dinaintea niminui §i nu face serviciu militar.

— 242 —

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

http://editura.mttlc.ro
Bucharest 2014



I. Aurel Candrea
| Learn English. 1937. Volumul Trei

10

THE LORD'S PRAYER §§ 298300

GRAMMAR AND EXPLANATIONS

INTREBUINTAREA PERSOANEI A II-a SINGULAR. — Am amintit
in altd parte ( @F § 6) cad persoana a doua sing. nu se intrebuinteaza nicio-
data in conversatie, c¢i numai in versuri si in stilul biblic. Mai adiugam c3
membrii sectei religioase numiti Quakers se folosesc si ei de aceasta forma. De
oare ce suntem convinsi ca persoanele care si-au dat osteneala sa invete bine
toate lectiile precedente sunt acum bine pregatite pentru citirea si intelegerea
versurilor, ddm mai jos formele de persoana a doua singular.

PRONUME PERSONAL:
thou (3ail), fu ; of thee (31), de la tine, al tau ; to thee, thee, tie, thee, pe tine.

ADJECTIV POSESIV:
thy (3%ai), tdu, ta, tai, tale.

PRONUME POSESIV:
thine (%ain), al tdu, a ta, ai tai, ale tale.

PRONUME REFLEXIV:
thyself (3aise’lf), fu insufi (insdfi); tie insufi (insifi), pe tine insuti (insati).

Persoana a doua singular a verbelor e totdeauna terminati in -st, cu
singura exceptie a formei thou art (at), esfi. Astfel : la verbele auxiliare si
defective : thou hast (hest), ai; thou hadst (hedst), aveai; thou wast, erai;
thou canst (kenst), potfi; thou couldst (kudst), pufeai, thou dost (dast), faci,
thou didst (didst), faceai; thou mayest (meist), poti ; thou mightst (maitst),
puteai. — Defectivele shall si will se deosebesc prin formele : thou shalt (selt)
si thou wilt (uilt) de la prezent, dar sunt regulate la imperfect: shouldst
(sudst) si wouldst (tudst). Defectivul ought n'are decat forma thou oughtest
(0’tist), (fu) ar trebui iar to let, a l3sa, prezinta formele : thou lettest (le’tist),
lasi, si thou lettedst (le’tidst), ldsai, lisasi.

La verbele regulate: thou hopest (ho’ipist), speri, thou hopedst
(ho'upiidst), sperai, etc. Tot astfel si la verbele neregulate.

EXERCISE 99.

O rugiciune exprimati numai cu (by) buzele si nesimtitd (nof felt)
de inima, este numai o batjocura in ochii (in the sight) lui Dumnezeu. — Mi-
zeriile (—art) vietii sunt scurte comparate cu eternitatea, cand mizeria va fi
schimbata ( : fo furn) in bucurie. — Asa si-mi ajute (help me) Dumnezeu ! —
Dumnezeu ajutd pe aceia cari se ajutd insisi. — Nu e nimic nou sub soare. —
Asa (such) e lumea. — Cel din urmi va fi cel dintaiu. — Invata-l1 [pe] fiul
tiu s3 iubeascd si si se teamd de Dumnezeu pe cand e incd tanar. — Iubeste-1
[pe] Dumnezeu mai presus de toate lucrurile. — Multumesc lui Dumnezeu,
mi-am ficut datoria. — Asa a fost totdeauna de cand a inceput lumea. — O
vind marturisiti e [pe] jumitate iertati. — Nadejdea (— art) e painea celui
nefericit. — Nadejdea e painea omului sdrman. — Glasul poporului e glasul
Iui Dumnezeu. — Dumnezeu fie liudat (praised)! — Omul (— art) face ce
poate, Dumnezeu [face] ce vrea. — S& nu jurdm ( :fo swear) pentru (fo)
nimic. — Ajuti-te si Dumnezeu te va ajuta. — Cel ce ar vrea sd invete sa se
roage, ducd-se pe mare (fo sea). — Data faci bine, bine ti se va face. —
Cu cat mai aproape [e] biserica, cu atit mai departe [e cineva] de Dumne-
zeu. — Cel ce slujeste pe Dumnezeu are un stapan bun. — Dumnezeu zise :
53 fe lumina”, si fu lumind. — Cand nevoia (—art) e mai mare, ajutorul
(—art) e mai aproape. — Viata e cea mai mare din binefaceri, iar (and)
moartea (death) cea mai rea dintre rele.

| 1 KNOW 22450 WORDS |
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ANECDOTES

200 ANECDOTES

Ar fi bine ca anecdotele mai scurte sa fie invatate pe din afara.
E mijlocul cel mai sigur de a avea totdeauna la indemana un numar
oare-care de constructiuni si intorsituri de fraza proprii limbii engleze,
care pot fi intrebuintate in conversatie. Cuvintele necunoscute sa se
caute in vocabularul de la pag. 285 inainte.

1. Father (who has been helping his son in his
school-work): ,,What did the teacher remark when you
showed him the translation ?*

Jimmy: ,He said I was getting more stupid every
day.”

*
* *

2. ,How old is your father 7"
.» Thirty-eight, Sir.”
+Very well, then I must give you sums better
suited to his age.”

* b *
3. Teacher: ,Charley, did you do all your home-work alone 7"
Charley (cautiously): ,Yes, all except the mistakes. Dad did
them."

*
* *

4. A teacher asked a little boy to spell ,responsibility”, which he did.

. Now, Tommy," said the teacher, ,,can you tell me the meaning of that
big word 7"

,,Yes, ma'am,” answered Tommy. ,If I had only two buttons on my
trousers and one came off, all the responsibility would hang on the other.”

*
* *

5. ,Boys,“ said a teacher, ,can any one of you quote a verse from
Scripture to prove that is wrong for a man to have two wives " ?

A young boy stood up and said solemnly: ,,No man can serve two
masters.”

*
* *

6. Mother: ,Mary, I hope you have been a
nice, quiet girl at school this afternoon ?"
ary: ,Yes, indeed, mother. I went to sleep on
my seat as soon as the school opened, and the teacher
said he would punish the first girl who woke me."

*
* *

7. ,Well, Charlie, did you get a better place at school this week 7"
. Oh yes, grandfather, I sit near the stove now.”

*
* *

8. ,,And how are you getting on at school, my boy ?"* uncle asked his
young nephew.

v QA7 =
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»Splendidly, thank you, uncle,” replied the youngster. , Teacher sald
other day that if all the boys in the school were like me, he'd leave the place
to-morrow."

"t

9. Uncle: ,Is your teacher at school fond of you 7" )
Tommy: ,Yes, uncle, he is very fond of me — he often asks me to
stay behind after school.”

*
* -

10. It was the day of the half-yearly distribution of report cards, and
one boy had more bad marks than good ones. His parent
of course were very disappointed, and the father thought
that a good scolding might have some effect. ;
— ,How is it," he asked, ,that Johnnie Smith, who I§
six months younger than you, always has excellent marks in
every subject, and you have about the worst mark possible 7"
The boy looked first at his mother, then at his father

g& and said innocently : ,you forget, father, that Johnnie Smith
— has got very clever parents."

-
* *

11. The pretty young school teacher was reading sentences to her
class, letting them supply the last word. !
»The sphinx,” she read, ,has eyes, but it cannot — *
wSee,” cried the children.
»Has hears, but it cannot — “
»Hear," they responded. g
»Has a nose, but it cannot —*
. Wipe it," thundered the class.
The lesson ended abruptly.

*
* *

12. Teacher: ,Your son is very backward in geography.” J
Father: ,That does not matter. We have no money for travelling.’

-
* *
13. Teacher: ,Why do we say mother tongue
and not father tongue 7"
Little boy: ,Because at home it's always mother
who talks."”

e

1

14. One day, a boy was asked this question : What's
a lobster 7 He answered: ,A little red fish that runs
‘ backwards."
»Well I said the master, ,,the definition would have been a very good
one, but for three trifling circumstances, the first being that the lobster is not
red until boiled, secondly that it is not a fish, and thirdly that it does not run
backwards." g

*
* *

15. Teacher (in history lesson): ,In the olden days men were often

put in prison without any proper reason ; but to-day we never think of punish-
ing people for things they have not done."

— 248 — !
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Bad boy: ,Then why was I caned yesterday because I didn't do
my home work ?” x
* *

16. The teacher, enforcing the moral of the fable of the Wolf and
the Lamb: ,,And so you see if the lamb had only been good and obedient,
he would never have been eaten by the wolf.”

The pupil: ,No, but he'd have been eaten by us, wouldn't he,
miss 7 ‘ ¥

* *

17. The schoolmaster: — ,You take two from four, what
is left, Tom 7

Tom: ,Two, Sir.”

,All right! Now you take ten from ten, what is left 2"

,I don't know, Sir."

 Well ! Suppose you had ten pence in your pocket, and
you lost them all, what would there be in your pocket 7

,There would be a hole in my pocket, Sir.”

*
* *

18. Teacher: ,You all know the proverb: ,All that glitters is not
gold.” So now give me an example.”
Pupil: ,Your trousers, sir.”

*
* *

19. Teacher: ,Albert, if you have three big apples and three
little ones to share with one of your comrades, how will you divide them I
Scholar: ,Is the comrade bigger and stronger than I am, sir 1

*
* -

20. Teacher: ,Bob, which would you rather have — one apple
or two halves 7

Bob: ,Two halves.”

Teacher: ,Oh Bob! Why would you rather have two halves 7

Bob: ,Because then I can see if the apple is bad inside.”

*
* *

21. Jimmy did not know his lesson. The teacher said to him: ,We do
not know our lesson, we shall write it out ten times for
to-morrow."

The next day, Jimmy gave his task to the teacher.
who said : ,,You only wrote your lesson five times, why T

. Because,” answered Jimmy, ,,you said : ,,we shall write
our lesson ten times®, so I wrote it five times myself,
I thought that you would write the five other times

yourself, Sir.” %
* *

922. Little Tom: ,Mamma, what does that expression mean an
indiscreet question 7

Mamma: ,That means a question we are not able to answer.”

Little Tom: ,If such is the case, our school-master always asks
me indiscreet questions.”

*
* *
93. Tom: ,Dad, you are a lucky man.”
Father: ,How is that?"
om: ,You won't have to buy me any school books this year.
1 have been left in the same class.”

*
- *

— 249 —
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24. ,Dad, do you remember, you promised me you ffountain-pen if I
got a good report ? Well, you're lucky... You'll keep your pen.”

*
* *

25. A little boy came home from school one day with tears in his eyes.
»And what are you crying for ?* demanded the lad’s mother.
. Teacher whipped me for not knowing where the Pyrenees are.”
»Quite right,” said the mother, ,next time take good care where
you leave your things." ]

x
* *

26. ,,Why are you crying, Johnny 7" f
»My brothers have holidays and I haven't. 1
~How is that 7"

»I don’t go to school yet.” §
>

- *
27. Father (reading report): ,Aren’t you ashamed
of being at the bottom in a class of twenty-eight boys 7"
Willy: ,It might be worse."
Father: ,How could it be 7"
Willy: ,Suppose there were forty boys in the class.”

*
* *

28. Teacher: ,Tommy, if you have got an apple, and your brother
gives you one half more, how much will you have 7 1

Tommy (shaking his head) : »My brother gives me
nothing, sir !
* * *

29. Father: ,Johnny, I see your brother has the
small apple. Did you let him have his choice, as I told you to ?**
Johnny: ,Yes, father, I told him he could have
his choice, the little one or none, and he took the little one".
»
* *

30. Bobby: ,Let us play Adam and Eve I
Mary: ,How do you play that 7"
Bobby: ,Your tempt me to eat your apple
and I do so.”

*
* *

31. Mother: ,I left two pieces of cake in the
cupboard, and now there’s only one piece. Can you explain
this, Tommy 7

Tommy:,Well, it was so dark when I went there,
and I didn't see the other piece.”

*
* *

32. ,That is enough cake, Billy ; you are too small to eat so much.”
»Oh! I'm not so small inside as outside I

* ¥ *
33. ,Mummy. I want to be an Arctic explorer.”
»That's fine, my boy."
»But, Mummy, I want to go into training at once. Please give me
sixpence for ice-cream so that I can get used to the cold.”

== 250 =
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34. ,Dad, was the bottle of red ink you bought very dear 7"
»No, not very."
»Then I wonder why mother was so angry when I spilt a little
on the carpet.”

*
* *

35. ,Mummy, when we go for a walk later on, don't forget to take
some sweets with you."

»Why, dear 7"

»In case I start crying in the street.”

*
* *

36. ,How can you be so cruel as to pull pussy’s tailF g
like that 7" said mother severely. F o

oI'm not pulling it, mummy,” replied little Jane, I'm
just holding it — pussy’'s doing all the pulling !”

*
* *

37. Nurse: ,This is the third time I have had to punish you this
week. Why are you so naughty 7"
Ethel: ,Because I heard mammy say the good die young, and I
don't want to.”
* * *
38. ,,Well, my little girl, have you finished crying ?"
»No, I am only resting a little."

%
* *
39. Peggy (crying bitterly): ,,Mummy, Tommy's broken my dolly."
Mother: ,How did it happen, dear 7"
Peggy: .I hit him on the head with it."

*
* *

40. Mrs. Brown: ,Does your new little brother talk yet ?"
Little Tommy (disgustedly): ,He doesn't need to talk. All he
has to do is to yell, and he gets everything in the house he wants.

*
* =

41. Little Fanny cries incessantly.

Mother: ,What is the matter with you? What do you want ? Are
you hungry ?

Fanny: ,No!"

Mother: ,Are you thirsty 7*

Fanny: ,No!"

Mother: ,,Want you to go to bed 7

Fanny: ,No!”

Mother: ,What do you want then 7"

Fanny: ,I want to cry !”

* *

42. ,I suppose your twins give you a lot of trouble at night 7" .
»Not at all : one of them cries so loud that one cannot hear the other.

*
* *

43. Tom wanted his mother to tell him about angels — what were they.

»An angel, my dear, is a little girl with wings that flies away up in
the skies.”

. Yes, mummy ; but I heard papa tell the governess the other day she
was an angel. Will she fly 7

— 201 &4
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wIndeed she will, my dear ! She will fly away just as soon as she gets
her trunk packed.” ¥ ]
* *
44. Visitor: ,Do you always do as your mamma tells you 7"
Little Betty: ,,Of course, I do, and so does papa.”

*
* *

45. Visitor: ,Do you like reciting, dear 7" p
Child: ,Oh, no; I hate it really. But mummy only makes me do
it when she wants people to go.” {

»
* *

46. ,,Are you related to Dr. Brown ?"
»Certainly, but it is a distant relationship.”
»In what way are you related to him ?*
»He is my brother.”
»And you call that distant! Why 7
»Well, there are eleven brothers between us.”

*
* *

47. Tommy had been given the job of sweeping the snow from
a neighbour’s front door. After he had completed the task,
the neighbour came to the door and pressed a coin in hig
hand. Tommy looked at it, but remained silent.

mNow, Tommy,” said the neighbour, ,,what should a
little boy say when he has been given a penny for sweep-
ing the snow away 7

wDaddy said I mustn't use that kind of language,”

*
* *

48. ,Mummy, do you like stories 7
»Yes, my dear.” )
»wWill you I tell you one 7
,,Certainly."
»It is very short.”
»It does not matter.”
»That will afford you great pleasure "
»Of course, my dear.”
»There was once a carafe..."
»Well 7
»Well! I have broken it... That is all I*

.
* w*
49. ,I hear you've broken off your engagement,” said one girl. ,,Oh,

my dear, yes," answered the other. , Tom became impossible. He criticized
the way I dressed, objected to my friends, and always expected me to be at
his beck and call. Then, on top of all that he suddenly went

P off and married another girl, so I simply made up my mind
K7 / to have nothing more to do with him."

»
* *

50. ,,You little urchin ! Do your parents know that you
smoke 7"

»Not as yet ; I expect to know it well before preparing

the surprise for them.“

-
* *
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51. ,,Why have you broken off your engagement with Bertha 7"
,Because the parrot in her room is continually crying :
,,George, don’t! If you kiss me again, I'll tell mamma !”

_Well, I don't see that there's any harm in that !”

"But my name isn't George ; it's Charles !

»
* *

52. ,If I am the first girl you ever kissed, how is it that you kiss

so well 7

LIf I am the first man you ever kissed, how do you know I kiss well ‘e

* * *

53. They had not been engaged long, but his love was already
beginning to cool.

,Harold,” she murmured, ,how much do you love me 7"

He considered for a moment.

Well, you see,” he said — for he was a practical
youth — ,love is not the sort of thing you can weigh up in
shop scales, is it ? But, still — I love you.”

_But — but would you.. would you go through fire
and water for me 7"

Harold rose and reached for his hat. O

Now, look here,” he said, .if that's the sort of fellow \ .
you're looking for, you'd better marry a fireman !

*
* *

54. A newspaper recently published a case of suicide, in which the
reasons that moved the unhappy man to lay violent hands upon himself were
found in the shape of a letter in his left boot. In this letter he wrote : A |
married a widow who had a grown-up daughter. My father visited us frequently,
fell in love with my step-daughter, and married her. Thus my own father
became my son-in-law, and my step-daughter, being the wife of my father,
became my mother. After some time my wife presented me with a son, — O
course he was my father’s brother-in-law and my uncle, for he was the brother
of my step-mother. My father's wife, that is my step-daughter, had also a
con: of course he was my brother, but at the same time he was also my
grandson, for he was the son of my daughter. My wife was also my grand-
mother, being the mother of my mother. I was the husband of my wife, but at
the same time also her grandson. and since the husband of my grandmother is

naturally also my grandfather, I am my own grandfather!
I should like to see the man who could bear all this.” ‘%f}'\ﬁ]\lm
135
* g
* *

55. Customer: ,Look here, 1 want to change this
coat 1 bought yesterday. My wife doesn't like it.” s
Shopman: ,Change that coat? Well, I never!
That's the finest piece you ever wore. I tell you what, my
friend, you'd better keep that coat and go home and change

your wife ! »
* *

56. ,,Do you really believe it is unlucky to marry on a Friday, Mr.
Simpson 7
,Certainly I do. Why should you want Friday to be

an exception 7" .
* *

57. A.: ,] was going to marry her until 1 found out
how much she was spending on clothes.”

B: ., Yes?”

A.. ,Now I am going to marry her dressmaker.”

*
-
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58. »He married Sylvia because she’s different from all the other won
he knows."
»Different 2 How 7

»She’s the only one who would have him."

59. Husband: ,If we had a million dollars, do you know what
I'd do with my share of it 7" 3
ife: ,No, just what would you do with a thousand dollars, darling 7

*
* *

60. ..How does marned life agree with you 7

During the first week, I talked and she listened ; then

;'k % dunng a fortnight, she talked and I listened. Now we,
(\Qc\Q

both talk and the nelghbours listen." X
62. .,Last mght my wife dreamt she had married &
millionaire." [
nLucky chap ! My wife imagines the same thing ‘in the
daytime.”
-
* * i

64. She: Perhaps you'd have preferred me to marry someone else, eh (5
: ,Oh no! I don't wish anybody ill.”

- -
65. Mrs. Green: .Has life in the Army done your
husband any good 7 {
Mrs. Brown: ,He's a different man, my dear. He
sweeps the floor, washes the dishes, and peels the potatoes
without a word."

*
* *

66. ., You know, dear, you hold that umbrella over me every bit as
nicely as before we were married. In fact, you are even more careful.”
»I have to pay for your dresses now.

* 4 *
67. Stella: ,Next month I shall be twenty-nine.”
Bella: ,So shall L"
Stella: ,Yes, but for me it is the first time.”

* -
68. ,That's a fine collection of stuffed birds you have there.”
— wYes, and they cost me much money.’
— . Where did you get them ?*
— ,From my wife's discarded hats.*

* » *
69. I wish I knew what to give my wife for her
birthday."

. Ask her.”
,,I can't afford that much !“
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70. She: , We have been married six months, and not once you told
me which of my dishes you like best 7"
He: ,Tinned sardines.”

*
* 3

71. .1 say, uncle, what is the difference between economy and stin-
giness 7"

,That's quite simple. If I cut down the expenses for my private needs
that is economy ; if I cut them down for your aunt’s dresses that is stinginess.”

*
* *

72. Jones came home one evening and found his young wife sobbing.

What's the matter, darling ?* he asked anxiously.

Amidst the sobs, she explained that the cat had eaten all the cakes she
had made that morning.

Never mind, old dear,” he said kindly. , Il get you another cat
to-morrow.”

*
* *

73. Irate father: ,Where on earth did that child get he
Certainly not from me.”

Mother (sweetly): , You must be right, dear, since
you never lose your temper — but always have it.”

*
* *

74. ,Last night 1 was listening to your son, Mr.
Brown; he was delivering a political speech. What a
splendid voice he's got !”

. Yes, he got it from me.”

He was lecturing for more than two hours."

.He got that from his mother.”

*
* *

75. Husband: ,I have been on bad terms with my wife for three

years."
Magistrate: ,How long have you been married 7
Husband: ,Two years.”
* * *
76. ,\What did your wife say about your being out so late 7
. Ask me next week. She'll probably have finished
by then.” = e

*

» *
77. ..Does your husband ever quarrel with you o
. .Goodness, no! He's too much of a gentleman. He

just goes out and slams the door. \
* =

* *
78. ,Your husband says he leads a dog’s life.”
.Yes, it's very much like it. He comes in with muddy
feet, makes himself comfortable by the fire, and waits to &=
be fed.”

*
* *
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79. A husband who has incurred the anger of his wife, a terrible virago,
seeks refuge under the bed.
ﬁ,‘\\ — ,Come out of that, you rascal,” screamed his
LQ@‘ gentle companion.
— ,No, Madam,” he replied camly,”I won't come
out. I am going to show you that I shall do as I please
im my own house.”

»

* *

. 80. Wife (heatedly): ,You're lazy, you're worthless, you're shiftless,
you're a thorough liar."”
Husband (reasonably): ,Well, my dear, no man is perfect.”

*
* *

81. Husband: ,Who was that you were talking to for a whole
hour at the gate 7"
Wife: , That was Mrs. Smith, she hadn't time to come in.”
* * -
82. ,Aren’t you nearly ready, dear 7*
I wish you would stop asking that question, Charley. I've been telling
you for the last hour that I'll be ready in a minute.”

»
* *

83. Police Sergeant: ,I think we've found your missing wife.”
Mr. Peck: ,Have you? What does she say ?"

Sergeant: ,Nothing."

Mr. Peck: ,That's not my wife.”

=
* *

84. The little wife, after giving her man a good dinner, snuggled up
to him and whispered :
,Darling, I have news for you. Soon there will be
a third in our little home.” ;
His face lit up with joy. , You mean...? he faltered.”
»Yes, dear,” she continued. ,Mother is coming to
live with us.”
*
* *

85. Wife: ,James, you are about to go to heaven, but I will

follow you.”
Husband: ,I suppose so, Mary, but so far as I am concerned you

don't need to be in a hurry.”

*
* *

86. She: ,,What is a bigamist ?”
He: ,,A man who makes the same mistake. twice. As a punishment he

has two mothers-in-law."

*
* *

87. A man was seeing his mother-in-law off at the station after a long
visit. He was carrying her bag, and while she went on to the platform, he

went to the booking-office to get a platform ticket.
When he returned, the ticket-collector said he could not enter the plat-

form by that gate.
The train was due to start in two minutes.
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»My mother-in-law is going away by the train,” explained the man,
»and if she doesn’t get this bag she'll come back.”
The ticket-collector flung the gate open and said : ,Pass, friend !"

»
» *

88. Women have a finer complexion than men; but men have a finer
soul — in their own opinion.

Men speak of women as the ,fair sex,” or ,the weaker sex,” or ,the
gentle sex.” Women rarely speak of men as the ,stronger sex.”

A husband we know says that they consider them exclusively as ,the
paying sex.” L,

-

89. A man seeing he was losing his hair on the top, went to the hair-
dresser’s.

Do you want to have your hair cut? Do you want
shaving, Sir 7" asked the hairdresser.

"..No, I should like something to make my hair grow
again.

The hairdresser gave him a bottle of stuff.

A fortnight later, the man came back, saying :

»My hair doesn't grow again.”

»That's very odd. I don’t quite understand it,” replied e
the hairdresser. =

. Now, look here,” said the man, ,]I don't mind drinking another bottle
of your stuff, but it must be the last.”

*
* *

90. A stranger entered the barber’s shop with a little boy and asked
for a hair-cut, shave and shampoo.

By the way,” he said, after his toilet had been completed, ,,do you
sell tobacco 7 .

»Sorry, sir, I'm afraid we don't”” replied the barber, ,but there's a
tobacconist opposite.”

LAll right,” said the customer. ,I'll slip across the road and get some.
Meanwhile you can give the lad a hair-cut.”

Twenty minutes went by and the barber began to get uneasy.

Your father’s a long time,“ he said at last, ,] suppose he's coming
back 7

,That wasn't my father,” the boy replied. ,, That man stopped me in the
road and asked me if I'd like a free hair-cut.”

- 2 *

91. Barber (tocustomer who has purchased a bottle of hair restorer):
You must be careful not to take out the cork with your teeth, sir, unless you
want to wake up with a bushy moustache the next morning.”

* * *

92. Complainer (to chief of police): ,,While I was shaving, someone
stole my car ; this is the second time it happens to me under
the same circumstances. I don't know what to think of
it all.”

Chief of police: ,What can I do for you?
Just let your beard grow.”

- -

93. A countryman went to a hairdresser’s in London
to get shaved and have his hair cut. He happened to spit
on the floor. The barber brought a spittoon. A moment
after the peasant spat again on the floor in quite an opposite
direction. The barber thought he had nod seen the spittoon,
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and put it on the other side. ,I say!” said the countryman, ,take away that

shaving-basin of yours, or else I am sure to spit in it".

*
* *

94. Doctor: ,If you leave off drinking and smoking, you may live
seventy years.”

Patient: ,Then it's too late, doctor.”

Doctor: ,Why, no."

Patient: ,Yes, of course, I am nearly seven-
ty-two."

*
* *

95. A man was very run down,
but he wouldn't hear of consulting a
doctor. As his health got worse from day
to day, his wife was finally able to
3 persuade him to go with her to the doc-
tor's. While the latter was examining the patient, the wife
kept dinning in his ears the whole time. The doctor now
laid down his sthetoscope and, looking at the wife, said:
Al your husband's needs is rest and sleep ; I shall prescribe him a sleeping-
draught for him.“
»And when shall I give him it, doctor 7
»Don't give him it at all, you must take it yourself," replied the doctor.

»
* *

96. Doctor: ,You will take three teaspoons of that mixture every
evening before going to bed.”

Patient: ,I can't do that, doctor.”

Doctor: ,,Why not?"

Patient: ,Because I have got only two teaspoons
at home."

*
* *

97. Doctor: ,I'm glad your husband has given up
smoking. It takes a strong will to do that."”
Patient's Wife: ,I have a strong will, doctor".

»
* *

98. Mrs. Jones: ,Will you come to No. 45, doctor — my Willie
has got a temperature.”

Doctor: ,Is it very high?"

Mrs. Jones: ,Only on the second floor, sir.”

* * *
99, Doctor: ,If you wish to slim, you must eat lean meat, toast
and fruit.” .
Patient: ,Before meals, Doctor, or after?

»
* *

100. A doctor was giving a dinner party. His parrot
was in the room concealed by some curtains. During the
progress of the meal one of the guests, a lady, was excee-
dingly voluble, and talked for several minutes without cessation. When at last
a silence fell, a sepulchral voice demanded from behind the curtain: ,Let me
see your tongue, please.”

~
- *
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101. A Scot consulted a London doctor, who told him that he must
give up drinking.

Very disgusted, the patient was walking to the door
when the specialist called him back.

. The fee for my advice," he said, ,is two guineas.”

,That's all right, replied the Scot. ,I'm not taking
your advice.”

102. Patient: ,You remember when you cured my
rheumatism a year ago, don't you, doctor?, you told me not
to get wet.”

Family Doctor: ,Yes, Mr. Brown, I remember very well.”

Patient: ,Well, I just wanted to ask you whether you think it's
safe for me to take a bath now 7"

*

103. A fortnight ago you gave me a plaster to get rid of my
rheumatism.” &
nYes." "a ._.”

5

"Now I want something to get rid of the plaster.”

104. A doctor was called in to see a very testy
aristocrat. =|
. Well, sir, what's the matter ?* he asked, cheerfully.
,That, sir,”" growled the patient, ,,is for you to find out.”
,I see,” said the doctor, thoughtfully. , Well, if you'll
excuse me for an hour or so, I'll go and fetch a friend of
mine, a veterinary surgeon, he’s the only chap I know who can make a diag-
nosis without asking questions.” .
-

»
* -

g

*

105. ,Doctor, I think I've been poisened. What shall I do 7"

.Make your will at once.” .
* »*

106. Doctor: ,This powder is to be taken every other hour, in hot

water.”
Patient: ,How am I to manage, doctor? We have no bath-room."

-
* *

107. Smith (visiting his friend Cox at the hospital): ,Do you know,
old man, that is a pretty nurse you've got?”

Cox: ,I haven't noticed.”

Smith: ,Good Lord! I had no idea you were so ill |

.
* *

108. Doctor: ,Did you keep to the diet I prescribed for you r
Patient: ,I've tried to, doctor, but it hasn't been
easy."”
Doctor: ,Nonsense ! I said you were to eat what
your three-year-old baby-boy eats.”
Patient: ,Yes doctor, I know. Candles, pieces
of coal, shoelaces, india-rubber...”
* b *
109. ,Well, little chap, what are you doing out

here in the rain 7"
,I have run away, because mother wanted to make

me take a bath.”

»
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110. Lady: , Why don't you bathe, my little man 7"
Tommy: ,I must not. Mother says I mustn't go into water until
I can swim."
- * -
111. Not long ago an old lady came upon two boys bathing with no
y other costume on that the one they were born with. This some-

what upset her feelings and, approaching the youngsters, she
said :
»I'm quite shocked to see two nice boys like you bathing
in such an open place without a bathing costume.”
e

»Oh, that doesn't matter,” replied one of them gquite
~p /R seriously, ,,you can come in too, if you like; my father’s a
policeman, and he won't say anything."

o<

» *

112. I can see you are a married man, now."

»How 7

»Because you have no buttons off your coat and — ,,

wYes, that's the first thing my wife did — she taught me how to sew
them on.”

-
* *

113. The present King of England, when still Prince of Wales, went
to spend some weeks at Aix-les-Bains, where he met his
tailor.

»Well, how do you do 7" the Prince asked him, and do
you like this place 7

«Well, His Highness, it isn't bad, only the society is
too mixed !"

Of course, you fool”, answered the Prince, , we can't
all be tailors !"

.
* *

114. I can't pay a visit with this waistcoat on,” said the old professor.
E.h']"here'sl one buttonhole too many at the bottom, and one button too many at
e top "

*
* *

115. It was dinner time in the Jones family.
B wMother, what are these tiny little fish called ?* asked four-year-old
etty.

wThose, my dear, are sardines,” replied her mother. .Bigger fish often
eat them if there's nothing else.”

Betty was very silent for a time, gazing all the while at the sardines.

»What is it, dear 7 asked her mother.

»Well, you see, mother, I was wondering how the large fish get the
tins open.”

.
* *

116. A Brighton angler while fishing from the pier dropped his watch
into the sea.

The next day he caught a big eel at the same spot.

When the fish was being cleaned for cooking, the missing watch was
not found inside.

*
» *
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117. Teacher: ,Who can tell me a noun of an animal ?*
First boy: ,A cow!”

Teacher: ,Very good. Another noun !"
Second boy: ,Another cow!"

*
. .

118. You dare to say there are dogs that have more
sense than their masters ?

— Certainly ! it doesn't often happen, but I've got
one myself.”

*

. .

119. The teacher warned his scholars never to kiss animals or birds.
— ,Can you give me an instance of the danger of

this 7 he asked.
— wYes, sir,” replied a boy. ,My auntie used to kiss

her lap-dog.” 5 %
— ,What happened 7"
— It died.”

120. A man had three dogs. One evening when he came home, he
found all three of them asleep on his couch. He whipped them and drove
them away.

The next night when he came home, the dogs were lying on the floor.
But he placed his hand on the couch and found it warm from their bodies,
Therefore, he gave them another whipping.

The next night when he came home, the dogs were lying on the floor.
before the couch, blowing on in to cool it.

»
»* *

121. A man was strolling down the main street of the town, holding
a large dog by a leash, when he met a friend. The talk
turned from one thing to another, and at last the discussion
turned on the merits of the dog.

»Yes,” said the owner, ,that dog can smell a bird
a mile away.”

— ,Indeed ! said his friend, incredulously.

He glanced at the dog and was surprised to see the
animal sniffing nervously.

— ,, That dog acts as if a bird were under his nose,
and there isn't a bird anywhere near,” he said.

The owner looked perplexed.

Upon seeing some other men in conversation, he approached one of
them and inquired : ,,Pardon me, sir, but have you a bird in your pocket 7"

— ,No,"” answered the man.

The owner of the dog was puzzled, but, after a few moments of deep
thought, he said : , Excuse me, but what is your name 7"

— ,,Partridge.”

— ,Ah!" exclaimed the owner to his friend, ,that explains it.”
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122. A colonel once had a cat of which he was very fond. Although
he had given an order that it was to have a pound of meat 4
of some kind every day; nevertheless the cat seemed to
thrive very badly. Noticing one morning that the poor animal
was hardly a shadow of its former self, he called the servant
and asked if he had given the cat its pound of meat that
morning, as he had ordered him to do. The lad replied
that he had, but the officer refused to believe him, saying
that he had either pocketed the shilling or eaten the meat
J himself. He ordered the scales and the cat to be brought,
and it was found that the cat weighed just a pound.

»There,” said the boy, ,you can now see with your own eyes that
I gave him his pound of meat this morning."

. Well," replied the colonel, ,if that is the pound of meat, where is
the cat?"

“
* »*

o 7123. Betty: ,Is it true that camels can work a week without a
rink 7

Mother: ,Yes, and it is the opposite with father, who can drink
a week without working.”

* * -

124. A gentleman was walking through the pleasure garden of the

— , town. He had his dog with him, and the dog being loose
= ran on the grass, the flower beds and the lawn tennis

grounds. The garden-keeper came up to the gentleman
and said :

— ,Did you not see the board at the garden gate:
No dogs allowed if not chained 7"

— Yes, I saw it, and my dog too,” answered the
gentleman, ,but you know, the poor thing cannot read!

%
»* *

125. Tom and Alice were walking in a field when they saw a dog run-
ning after them. Alice was afraid and began to run away. But Tom was
brave. He said: ,Barking dogs do not bite.”

The dog came nearer and nearer. At last Tom also began to run.
Alice asked him: ,Why do you run? You know that barking dogs do
not bite.”

Tom replied : ,,Yes, I know it, but does this dog know it ?"

* . *
126. , That is a fine dog you have.”

.Yes, and useful too. When I want to turn a page, he always licks
my thumb.”

127. The hill was steep and the load heavy. The donkey did its best,
but at last it stopped and would not budge another inch.

The driver saw a man passing. ,Excuse me,” he said, ,but could you
help me to get this load to the top of the hill? It's too much for one donkey.

*
* *

128. Temperance Lecturer: ,Now, suppose I have a pail
of water and a pail of beer on this platform, and then brought on a donkey.
Which of the two would he take 7

Voice: ,He'd take the water.” .

Lecturer: , Well, and why would he take the water ?*

Voice: ,Because he is an ass.”

-
- »
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