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© BumbleBeais a poem about innocence. It is an ingenious
lyrical diary which grows day by day like a puzzle. It all comes
to us through the eyes of a creature who @nnot speak. Because
of its genuine emotional i nte
reader as an unusual confession. It reminded me oflIn Memoriam
by lon Barbu.

There is more to this poem than lyricism: we find in it the
geographyof an intellectual who peregrinates among libraries,
auditoriums, the common city -streets. Both the author and Bea,
her heroine, follow the paved roads as if they were crossing a
labyrin th.

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

© BumbleBeaeste un poem despre inocenlin # despre
legnturile ei, Tn formula ingenioasn a unui jurnal liric, alc ntuit,
treptat, ca un puzzle, din perspectiva unei fiinle
necuvantntoare. Tensiunea autentiai # incrrcitura emolional i
sunt doun dintre calit filile acestei viziuni, care fac din poemul
Lidiei Vianu o confesiune pe
neobirhuit n, bunn de aFezat alituri de alte poeme celebre care
au abordat temai citindu -I, mi-a venit imediat in minte In
memoriamde lon Barbu.

Dar poemul nu exprimnin dleair
forla legnturilor care alaituiesc subtil geografiaunui intelectual,
trasat nle e la bibliotecile, la silile de curs # la
cotidianul s u de fiin I urbann, care descopen strizile oraftlui
ca pe aleileunui labirint.
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© BUMBLE-BEA

Buburuza Bea

A tiny book about a huge heart O carte mica despre o inima mare

[in English and Romanian pe englezeste si pe romanegte]
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| am writing this in order to set
myself for who | am: survivor into Light
It frees me from the fear of the el
Love never dies. We do not need to fint
We ARE it.You have always been mys¢
and will be so for all universes to come

Lidia Vianu
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© Bumble -Bea

Am scris

aceste

sunt: supravieTuitec

Cu ele “"nlntur s
nu se sforieite. Li
c N u tlubimea suntemn o i . Al f
fiinTa mea “n toate
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7 September 2018

oCan it be true? A new life? The one | dreamed of, with
beauty walks? Without being kicked in the street? With food
given to me not out of the garbage? And every day.

Will it be every day? Somebody has taken me in. Today |
had a beauty walk with somebody, but it was not until
midnight , because somebodywas working and forgot all about
me. | am not asfond of walking as | am of my new Pekingese
friends, but | will soonwalk herpr oper | y, asttlingl
do.o

4

Lidia Vianu
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7 septembrie 2018

aChiar o fi adevninrat? O vi
plimbAari de -6rsmumaifePi ® azv
shA f i u hradugundaig? in tbate zileler

Chiarinfiecarezi?Da,ma | uat c i Asezimai-
amf Acut plimbarea de frumuse
cineva a avut de lucru Ii a
eu "n vont dupn pl ifehbeaareecum Tmie
pl ac noi i mei prietaoni sme onhii
cenro “nvnT eu ce e aia o plim
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
5
8 September 2018 8 septembrie 2018
0ol 6ve got a human name: Be aBea e nume de om: vine d
aboutme.lamhuman. |1 6ve taken a hu despre mine. Chiar sunt om.
human mealfi chicken livers cooked at Mega Image! Somebody mancat mancare ca oameniiif i cn T e i ghti Ti
does indulge me. Or | woné6t e Cineva mn rAasfaTn. Pni da, eam
room is full o f books about me. Wait till | read them all. But, “"ncotro. Odaia asta e plinn
wellé dondt hold your breath. 6 Chi ar am de goOnd s nh | e ci

rnzg©ndesc. 0
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8 September 2018 midnight

O0Al most

i ncognito.

0

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

6

m(slidht iimgprioviement, compared to

yesterday). The street has taken a shower. But somebody does
not like the water outside, because, when we canme home, | had
my feet washedfi a | |
say that Bucharest streets are not safe at midnight, so | am

f our

of

t h ésphoto:Eheyn

8 septembrie 2018 in miez de noapte

dAproape miezul nopTii (1
ieri ). Cred cn str adaiplace pa dea
pe stradn, ala -@am, nmtor sradag @
| Abufiftedlaet e patr u. Nu vn uita
ch e periculos sn mergi pe
noapte, ala c¢cA sunt incogni:t
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© Bumble -Bea
7

9 September 2018 9 septembrie 2018

0She thinks | amfordogsbhegave ge. - a¢l i ~ nenhii podiaec ec fo s pehtruBanitpa

She gives. | like the giving. care mi l-a dat.

Note to myself: Remember to give her a name. A name ¢ mi plac fiinTele care dat
thatds all mi ne. o De Ti nut-idaiinit &é& unsume.Un nume care

sn fie numai al meu. 6
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© Bumble -Bea
8

10 September 2018 10 septembrie 2018

ol am so pr o Uatlay o haverdigcovered a asSunt foarte mOndrnhn de m
street nobody knew existed. It is called Sergeant Sunescu stradn de care nu I[Itia ni men
(trying to translate here). | was so excited that | forgot to bark at fost at©t de " ncOntatn cnhn aon
the cat and scare her stiff (or not). And midnight is not here yet. bag 'n sapmuy.LieTinén nu e Muie s:
More things may happen. With me, one nevercant el | . 6 maipot “~nt ©mpl a. Cu mine, nu s
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© Bumble -Bea
9

11 September 2018 11 septembrie 2018

0 S h e thlEsdsyaslay. aZice cnh asta e o zi

What is a day? Ce-i aia, zi?

Al l those things she gives Toate lucrurile pe care mi
which | give aleepn when | &dm pe care i le dau eu chiarl i at umorm. c©nd

My Day. Adicnhn ziua asta e a mea.

| 61 | call her t hat duri fng Da..ZuaMea.Nst a e numel eldauatunci:
i ncognito, of course. o cOnd ne plimbnmiiacomgerizubd, nb
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10

12 September 2018 12 septembrie 2018

OYou got angry because | w aT-ai enervat c¢cn mergeam pr

You wanted to go forward. Voiai sn “naintnm mai i ut e

Sevenyears of memories keep me back: a smell, a noise, ar Mnh trngeau "napoi [apte
absence. zgomote,. absenTe

|l wish you had been with m Ce bine era dacatunaii 6fi f oc
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13 September 2018 13 septembrie 2018
0l f you leave for a whole day aDach mn mai | ali singurn o
| & warning you: te previn cn
I will climb into your armchair, am snhn sar n fotoliul tnhAu,
| will lick your books, am-§in ling chAarTile,
| will bite your fountain pen, am-§inh rod stiloul
and!l &1 | i o sn
I &1 1 0O sAn
I &1 1 . o sn. ..
wait.o teeal tept . 6
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14 September 2018 14 septembrie 2018
oOWhen we wal k and you talk aAtunci cOnd ne plimbnm i
not because | cand6t hear you. nu c¢cr eali ten aud. Tac tocmai
too well . Even when you dondét Chiar | atunci c¢c©nd nu vorb
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15 September 2018 15 septembrie 2018
ol hid behind the door . | dMam pitit dupn -“alingoOAdolo
there. Because | had never left your side before. You looked Nu mai pl ecasem ni ci-aidad mutdet
everywhere but where | was. For a quarter of an hour. | did not dar nu i acolo unde eram de

mean to stay longer. | just had to teach you who misses whom aveam de g©Ond

sh stau mainTelli

here. 6 tuexactcineli psel,me cc uid
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16 September 2018

to walk, so | just would not walk at all. Last night, you looked

ol

want

t o

sni ff,

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

14

you wait
want to eat what is on your plate, you give me your food. At
first, | wondered when you would force me to follow. You liked

aside and fell silent. That is how | found out. You have taught

me

Wi

t h

a

mer e

gl ance:

what

16 septembrie 2018

acond adul mec, te opreila
st ©®nga, o0 iei |l a st ©nga. Dac
sNn mMAn®O©nc. {Haan "mdceppbtatmc Ond
dupn tine. Ltiam chn ~Ti plac
mA c | idintllcamAsear h parpeavctea
vorbn. Ala am afl at -aiCu Aocc ugi
cnh, de fraiptdonedc ceste sn vi
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© Bumble -Bea
15
19 September 2018 19 septembrie 2018
ol f | read James Joyce, you?a abDacn citesc James Joyce,
| candt bark in English, but Nu [Itiu sA | atdarppemietngsezae
ruline. 6
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© Bumble -Bea
16
20 September 2018 20 septembrie 2018
ol saw it in your eyes. | at-am v hoz Utn oeamhiris-o detpé obraz. Mi-ai
atmenbef ore sl eep, at the end surdsi " nai nte sn adormim, | a sf
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© Bumble -Bea
17
21 September 2018 21 septembrie 2018
ol was weating. I choked. aMOncadminddat. M-am speriat i

breathe again. | am alive. It is good to feel safeAnd want respir din nou. sTrgruireasncl.n.MACu
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© Bumble -Bea
18
22 September 2018 22 septembrie 2018
ol know I am wal king VERY, aLtiu ch mer g FOARTE, F (
know why: because | am | earn amOndoun dipeoermotihiv: nvanT s
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© Bumble -Bea
19
23 September 2018 23 septembrie 2018
OYou are sad: the yell ow aEIti amAnr©tn: au “nghl bert
not to worry. 1611 take us ¢ Te duc eu “n Tinut utle fdiupn amic
and | wil/ keep you safe. 6 grijhA sA nu Ti se “ntO©mple n
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© Bumble -Bea
20
24 September 2018 24 septembrie 2018
0 O¢ourse | bark at the big dogs which can harm you, dFireite chA latru la tofTi
and at all the cats which will use you. You will trust anybody. i la toateapipiutteéd aptamleirteaT
It is no easy job to protect lumea. SA nu crezi ch e ulor st
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© Bumble -Bea
21
25 September 2018 25 septembrie 2018
OHow do | k n o whomyeanuexdctly twenty dDe unde [tiu eu cA Vvili
minutes, and | wait for you in front of the door: if you guess minute, i te altept “~n drep
that, it means that you know me as well as | know you. If you mni cuinolia f el de bine cum te
do not guess iit, that wil/l me ghicelti, o, sfiodri tuednreeadi jiittin
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26 September 2018

oLet me sniff this @ guicldyn.
before | find a dry leaf that needs sniffing. | brake. You never
get angry. @ome on, Beadyou urge. Then you walk at my slow
pace. Now | run, and you keep up with me. You think you have
trained me how to walk... Open your eyes, and try to be less
human: who is walking whom h

Lidia Vianu

22

© Bumble -Bea

26 septembrie 2018

asStai

s N

pO©nn wnuddao

Pun fr ©nhn

car e t e

mi r os
frunz

brusc.

resemnezi

mine. Tu crezic A -am

ochii I
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poarta adit

N uscatn
Dar tu nu
(i mergi

" nvmiApd ti mbA "~ n
del teaptn

ma i

car
t ¢
T
es
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
23
27 September 2018 27 septembrie 2018
OFor the | ast ten year s, 0Zece antaiderzivliga 1" nnuntr
computer of yours. You had no idea that it was not him at all. mare | a care-aldataipri Numint
You looked in all the wrong places. | am here to show you the adevnradt cAut at numai un de venitu
light. 6 sn te laminez
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24
29 September 2018 29 septembrie 2018
ol have my own dog tag. | aAm | a got noul me u RBeadianu,
round my neck, together with your telephone number. It is "“mpreunn cu numiar ul tAu de t ¢
nice to have a familyname,butid on 8t y ou kno\ nume de familie,darioare nu | ti ai cn n
candt | ose me? | have chosen suntceacaretea al es pe tine. o
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1 October 2018

0l do not akitysw what

I do not know what aplanet is.

| do not know what the sun that blinds me during our
morning walks is.

| do not know what the moon rising when we sneak out
incognito at midnight is.

| do not know what the contraption that keeps ringing
when | would much rather you focused on me is.

| am not even aware of all the things that | do not know.

There is only one thing that makes sense to me in this
world of yours fi and that is the reason why, as you move
busily about the house, | choose to sprawl out on the exact spot
where it will inconvenience you most to go past me.

You know it.

|l know it. o

Lidia Vianu

25

© Bumble -Bea

1 octombrie 2018

aNu [tiwmicae or al

Nu | t-i uaica planetn.

Nu f[t-iusoarel erbaflee maond
di mineaTa.

Nu | tii ul eea care rnAsare at
strninzi iinMmeDdg noiadteo

Nu [ t-iudcAcovenia aia car e
vieau eu sh te ocupi numa i [

Ni ci mAcar lnuu riutriiu ncu©tie i u.

Un singur lucru conteazn fip
mn refmet ilal pentru car e, at
dintr-o odaie " n alta, mn nt i nc
pnii peste mine fArn sA mAn v

Asta [tii ITi tu.

Al a cum f6tiu i eu
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3 October 2018

OYou have been wor ki on

ng
in a row, you have not even had time to smile at me. What is it
that comes before me in your life? | am beginning to mope, you

Know. 0O

[I am allotting English poets to my graduate students, to
transl at e. Bl oodaxe Poet s. |

oWhen | came to your house
yours, and you are mine aloneii to take care of me, walk me,
introduce metoever yone. 0

[Nothing comes before my teaching, Bea.]

0God, I am SO0OO0@ Daitheyaliepyauifan t
what you do?6

[Well, I love my programme. | made it. | am doing my
best.]

oYou | i ke something that d
world is this?0

[Welcome to the human world, Bea.]

oNo, thanks. Better take vy

Lidia Vianu

26

© Bumble -Bea

3 octombrie 2018

dDe [ apte zile “ncheiate td
ai oprimi c®mbeiti mAcar. Ce
mine “n viaTa ts@nifi meufmaat

[ Repartizez poeTi engl ezi
traduce. PoeTi publicaTi | a
prima oarn, ala chA pentru mi

aAtunci -aci©nadduns | a ti ne e ea
sunt numai [ numai faait agr idjan
mn plimbi, mA prezinTi tutur.

[Pe primul loc e profesia mea, Bea.]

aAcum clmiaar ne@rc Mpcar se buc
ce faci tu?bo

[ MA bucur eu. E un pmogtam
pentru el.]

aTe bucuri sn faci asta pe
Ce lume mai e i asta?o

[ Ala e “n lumea oamenilor,

aMA | ipsesc:TiMdiapbhiope |l i & i
mea. 0
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27
5 October 2018 5 octombrie 2018
OYou have b o wagddbtack ooat. Far rainerd OMi-ai cumpnrat o hAainuThA
cold. Well... IF you will wal Ii frig. Bine. DACN o snA adncif
wear the coat. 6 o sn port [i eu haina.é
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28
7 October 2018 7 octombrie 2018
oWhy do | always bark out aCum se f ace ¢ofitimgul, pdcand vorbeld
hidden by those bracket-si gns | i ke t wo | a' taleseascundintresemnelealeapar ant ezn ca
[Because you are a clever Bea who can speak.] [ Pentru cnhn efcarepoatevBreip i st e
0Cané6t you speak?56 alLi tu nu poTi?6
[I can understand.] [ Eu "nTel eg. ]
0Tal k to me without those aCu mine sn sveormnbeeliet ialfenar An ¢
[They are not signs.] [Nu sunt tocmai semne.]
oWhat are they, then?6 aAdich ce sunt?56
[They are hiding places for thoughts that must not be [ Sunt ascunziluri pentru g
heard.] aPni atwunci eu cum | e aud?
OHow come | hear them al/l [ Una e snA | elelatuizii. (Tiu allttiai
[There is a difference between hearing andknowing. You

just know.]
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© Bumble -Bea
29
9 October 2018 9 octombrie 2018
OWhat are you doing now?b9d aTu ce faci acuma?bd
[Reading, Bea.] [Citesc, Bea.]
oOHadnot you better sleep? aNar fi ma i "nTedlepvegheao
Keep you safe. |1td&s what | d facitucumine.Teal apnAnra. Asta fadta
[Sure. Especially when you bark at big dogs, and then run [ Da, ftiu. Ma i ales atunci
off on all fours.] care o iei | a snnntoasa.]
oOThat s a matter of princi aAsta e o chestiune d® depla
Browning: 6éa mands reach sho Robert Browning: 60Trebui e <
[ You forget the sequel: o0C pofedli o
dogs are so different from humans that the company of a [ Ai uitat sn “nchei citat.t
furious big dog is their idea of heaven?] cred ch un c©ine e at ot de d
0 OK. | t 6s a adoggandtybuiaregot. Nowb Rai " n compania unui dul Au f
youdve really upset me. 0 a oK. E o chestie de cnATei

Acum chiar ¢ @if os't rea cu mine. 6
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30
11 October 2018 11 octombrie 2018
OWhat are those things on aCe sunt chestiile alea de
takemymid-af t er noon nap?6¢6 somnul deemidauzpm? 6
[Books, waiting for me to make time.] [CArTi car-emi afheaptémenshn
Ol 6ve been dofi wafingtlmeaanf forypas daPAiI astfalftamiptuimaeu | ti u die
maldetemps Can | have my walk no hotnr©t “n fine sn mn pli mbi
[Not yet.] [ €Ench nu. ]
oWill you walk the books f dDe ce? Plimbi chAarTile “~na
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© Bumble -Bea
31
13 October 2018 13 octombrie 2018
ol wondt eat that cusuakfoocotdi AaEu oo pura pe porchria ast
[l teach all day today. Either you eat this can, or you [ AmM ore toath ziua. Or i mt
starve.] foame.]
oYou wisbmhi hgmwith you, ai 4% crezi tu!lasMisn Idiuplhatr wm,e
wi || want to make me shut u| snAn taeni aiaishn ot ce vreau eu
want to eat. o [Asta s-0 crezi tu.]
[ wouldn @ bet on that.] dDach-mhudai -mu, deasdédtudenT
ol f you dondt , your <suteyahe@ scumpn foc, [ pe | ©ngn ast a
the teacherds favourite, on
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© Bumble -Bea
32
15 October 2018 15 octombrie 2018

ol dve wal ked you for two h aTe plimb de doun ore. o

[At snail -speed.] [Cu viteza melcului.]

OYoudve been |living here f dLocuielti aicai dweolattreiT,i aa
had to come in person to take you around. You wanted to see trebuit sfiivanneu AR vrut sA
®ilk Streetdagain, because your best friend Ingrid Schwalb, fiindchn acol o e¢at majlmidiSehivabn
used to live there. | took you down all the small streets you had Team dus pe strnduTe despre
never suspected existed. The Street of the Fair! | could have  Strada Balciului! Nu mn mai S h ttuorTam pco
read those huge trees for ever and ever. | found out that uriali. Am descoperit ch, " n
seventeen doggenerations ago, there was a princess of all the céini,aex st at o prinTesn a tutur
dogs in this area, and her n Bea. Cred cnhn eu eram. 6

[You read that?] [Ai citit tu asta?]

0OSure. You have your gl ass d4Evident. Tu citelti cCu oc
busy as you are. o i eu la fel de ocupatn ca t
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17 October 2018

0 What
have to wait for Santa before | can go on another walk with

you?o

does

[ I dondt

0So

you

wonot

It

t each

[I will, on Wednesdays.]
shoul

oYou
donot .

go out on
[No way.]
oWhy i s

[ | 8amy about that.]
ant .

OBr i

need

t ake

out

t

d

me an, t hat

every day. ]

go anywhere

Lidia Vianu
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y

ma k e itherpyouydm, wrryoun
make my sche
the news every day, or it is not news any more. | may have to
my

t o

own.

t hat

at m

Now

I already

k

yourmakhe &
[Becausel am taking care of you, not the other way round.]
0 When
a leash. | will feed you only what | think is good for you. | will
go out on Wednesdays, and never ask you to comealong. | will
take you

care of you,

i dni ght, be

that youdr

C

¢

17 octombrie 2018

aCumdi,g@in ore poG©nnhn | a Cr necli
altept pe Mol CrnhAciun ca sAnh

[Nu, nu am ore in fiecare zi.]

dAtunci nu te ducieami ¢ Al eit
a [ ?a0

[Ba da, miercurea.]

aPAi, htoenraditete duci, or
s fmi planific timpul. Tr ebu-me ehtesc zi l
pot | Asa sn .Ser  puyvtendd esiddlecint r
fArn tine. Oricum, am “nvnAnTa

[In niciun caz.]

abDad de ce trebuie sn iei

[ Fiindcnhn eu sunt cea care

aEi bine, sn [tii cnA, atu
am sn te pun -Tin daeus ns.n Ammi ne@ih
euciai voie. Am sn te | as sing¢
nam sn te “ntreb dacn nu vre
|l a miezul nopTii, fiindcn pu

[ | amid A " mi pamrugat.r Au cn
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you will never ever leave me home alone, because you need me aAl a Atama, c fie tsaitmvii novat n,
towatchoveryou. Agreed: Wednesday: niciodatn -onswi amfamaa hal.i S
T-& mai bine cand sunt eu cu ochii pe tine. Batem palma: se
apliminedi¢urea. 6

‘!‘y

A
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19 October 2018

What 8s a phot o?6

| yo@rgace in many copies, for everyone to see.]

|l dondt know Oguedr yoneo.
Maybe oOeveryoned knows yo
owWill o6everyoned take care
[ No. | 6ve brought you here

be the only one who does that.]
0Then we dondt

secretand you are mi

— O

— O

need

ne. O

e v eyouy

Lidia Vianu
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19 octombrie 2018

aCe aia pozn?6

[l maginea chipul ui thu 4o
vadn toatn | umea. ]

oDar eu nu cunosc pe Otoat

[Poatetel t i e &toatn |l umead pe

aAre O6toatn lumead grijn d

[NuuTe-am | uat | a mine tocmai
face asta.]

aPni atuavemnnevone sn mn
Eu o shn fiu secretul tnu, i a
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21 October 2018 21 octombrie 2018
oWhat is a |ie?bé aCe aia minciunn?6
[Why do you ask?] [De ceintrebi?]
OYou said somebody Il ied to aAi zis ca miimeivta ¢@ndva. o
[Yes. | hate liars.] [ Ala e. Nu “nghit mincinol
ol f | say that | have beel aDacn spurm dmtmirzses sn mn
but meat, is that a |ie?06 carne, e 0 minciunn?¢6
[1 6d call it a nice try.] [Ai haz.]
oWhat is a real l ie, then? aPAi, i atunci ce “nseamn
[Saying something that you know will never happen. [ CONd spuli cevan creu (seé i va
Such as, 0 Iprotect yiod frora misfcatyns . 06 | niciodatn. Cum dnpotdédaunad @ Or & Ja
ol f 1 promi se never to sa aDacn eu promit SN nu sp
will you promise to do the s adevnrat, ~ mi promi Ti cnh fac]
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23 October 2018

OWhen we waldknand syagyu a t hi
telling me?6

[ Would you be asking if vyo

ol dve never wal ked wi t h
courtyard, then | was in the street, and did not even have the
box | had slept in before that. Then you came along, and
suddenly it was all about me: @o you like this, Bea? Do you
want water, Bea? Are you tired, Bea? Do your paws hurt, Bea?
Canwe walk any faster?dl b ecame Bea. 0

[You know very well the answer to your question, then.]

0 Wed | just wanted to make sure you understood the
guestion. o

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

37

23 octombrie 2018

acC-ei Spui atunci
cuvont ?6

[ Dacn mn “ntrebi,

aNu-aa€m pl i mbat cu

ntr-o curte,

ncimhcaoutia “~n car e
tu, Ii am deveondiatt Ac i
apn, Bea? Ai obosit

un pi c mai

[Cum zi ceam,

aDa®ar d
“"ntrebarea.
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25 October 2018

Lidia Vianu
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o | think you need cheering
Bumble-Bea in a while.

I promise to pose for y ou
Faceébook page.

| promise to eat anything you cook, and never grumble till
you candt take it any pgoormplate.ar

| can sleep with you, if you want me to.

I will not lick your hand at seven in the morning, hoping
you would take me out.

[ will run after the toy you bought me: I will run across the
hallway till you are tired enough and want to go to bed.

Have | cheered you up enough? Good. Now look at me and

say:d Otaking you out. 6That willcheer meup f or a

© Bumble -Bea

25 octombrie 2018

aCred cn ai nevoie de cin¢e
mi-ai mai zi SBeaBamemult.z N

Promit s A ryposaeade mane pe pagina mea
de Facebook.

Promi t SA mAn®©nc,idr ische nur
pO@nnAn ce nu mai supor Ti [Ti ~m

Al putea dormi cu tine ' n

N-am -§in |ing mOna | a [ aptce
afarn.

Am sn fug dupn j-auic nou nap:fprea
dau ture pe culoar po©nn ce o

Ei7Team binedi spus sufi ci-eint
ochii mei [i zi 6Hai | a pl
r asaftanT, nu?o6
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28 October 2018

0 | @efting myself: your human life is a slow walk down
smal | streets whose name you
actually seen. They wind up ahead, behind, then left and
right i having been there for sooooooo long, yet you never
knew them until you walked me t oday.

Some are villas with tall fences and shiny cars. Some are
so very old that it makes you sad to think that many were born
and died in them with wishes unfulfilled. But, no: | do not want
to make you sad.

You wanted us to go for a fast walk down the highway,
deafened by ambulances and the snarling of the trams and cars.

I dragged my paws. They all
boss,d but you always humour
that | dondt see.

You let me sniff all the corners, dead leaves, wet tree
trunks, gates and ke pasmal delteinp:
Youbve stared n my eyes many
for was there all right. Yes, indeed, | have chosen you, and now
you also know why.

Lidia Vianu
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28 octombrie 2018

aMn g ©rnd mistea mea: v itaadeaom este o
plimbare domoaln pe edteriduTe
nu le-a i vAzut ni ci acdiatard epv@mrrata c

dinaintea ta, In urma ta, la stanga, la dreaptafi sunt acolo de

cO©nd | umea, dar tu haba+iplimbat.
Cu mine.

Unele sunt vile nmad igar duwrsit
sunt at Ot de dArnpnnate cnRau
nhnscut [i au pierit “n ele ne

Voiai sn facem un tur rapi
de ambulanTe i de amomai i ml |t
dupn tine ca mel cul ToTi 1
stAhp©na, d dar tu faci doar c:

Ai raibdare sn adul mec toa
trunchiuri umeddéel d e bde feaptnib de
ceva vreme. Tea i ui t at deseori “no«
privirea pe care o0 -am blésee ting, iar
acum [tii i de ce.

Vi aTa t af o grneesrunge nwarte. Cu mine,
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Your life is not a race among falling leaves. It is a small "naintezi alene pe |Naspyimimic. &e
progress to places unknown. You are quiet. lam here.lamhere vi n cu tine. Vin ca s@nttdr é mi

to teach you how to wal k. o

C ONTEMPORARY

Lirerature P rEss

https://editura.mttlc.ro/ The University of Bucharest
2022



Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
41
29 October 2018 29 octombrie 2018
oYou tell me | cand6t speal acmi spui c¢ch nu pot vorbi
not need to talk to you. You are myself. Amessenger. ar avea sn vorbinmhuBumesmgen.
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31 October 2018 31 octombrie 2018
0l do not sl eephaw feemaslgep.u t acond crezi tu cn am adorr
| concentrate. MA concentrez.
You need a soul . Al | arouni Al nevoie de un sufl et. De
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2 November 2018 2 noiembrie 2018
0l knew this day would co altiam chAn va venii aliibrmsTieki
kissed me, and fed me, and walked me, and scratchedmyears mAn hrdfAmé pl,icmbiscadppmi udecmi
for a long-long time. | know youod\ alond kmavt foarte mu.l tAt ivu eane Deolarn ue umalit
whatds in your soul . I am pr sufl et udamt pu e g Mimi fte.miedor dentine cat
now on. Whenyoumissmissi ng, read my ey pentru doi de aici inainte. Cand T-e  d o-rfie cuifia dor de
tine, utiete " n ochi.i mei . 6
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4 November 2018 4 noiembrie 2018
ol f | at amyemektrust me. When it comes to lying aAtunci cO©nd | atru | a cin
creatures, | know better.o e vorba de mincinolii, mn pri
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6 November 2018 6 noiembrie 2018
0The candle is out . dranothen a% stins | um@hiaraduc Pohi k
candl e, I can bar k. What | c l umO©nar e, pot sn | atru. Ceea
l' ight i s yours. Even though al thacnrn. Lumina este “n pu
fnaintesso ghicelti tu.o
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8 November 2018

OA penny for your thoughts

| jump are-you-ing around the house till you put the
laptop aside and play with me.

I can roll from one end of the corridor to the other, with
the rubber toy screeching between my teeth.

I can tell you everything
know you will be soooo000 slow to understand.

| can do a lot of thingsii

| j ust etam@&moryrthathaunts you come to life
again. 0

Lidia Vianu
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© Bumble -Bea

8 noiembrie 2018

al ar

t e

toprrdal i

joci cu mine.

gOndel ti

ur ui “n

Mh dad# dera pe
chi Tnie.

t

t

l a lucrul
oatn casa,

ot hol ul ,

¢Ti spun tawtzice dveridi Esudrtrebuis
o velnicie snAn mn nTel egi
Pot face o gmMoazn de Il ucru

¢cn afarn de unul

aceeac ar e
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10 November 2018 10 noiembrie 2018

0 Y o uworkiag. alLucrezi

I lie on the floor which we have just cleaned together, my M-amlungitpe podeaua pe -cadamOm(
head on your toes. cu capul pe picioarele tale.

You smile. Tu surazi.

| know. ¢ Eu [ tiu.o6

C ONTEMPORARY

L ITERATURE P RESS

https://editura.mttlc.ro/ The University of Bucharest
2022



12 November 2018

0 When
find men

When you go from room to room, looking in the dark,
because turning the light on might wake me up fi

When you go back to sleep thinking that | am very good at
hiding i

| know that you will be pleased in the morning to find Bea
under your couch as usual, after all.6

you open vyour eyes

Lidia Vianu
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© Bumble -Bea

12 noiembrie 2018

aCclnd deschizi ochii duph
COnd mergi din odaie “"n oc
ca sA nu mA trezelifii dacn ap
COnd te culci la |l oc g®Onc
ascundi
Eu [ tiu crrdi ns®i ntee -dbi wth s e
Bea sub canapeaua ta, ca de
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14 November 2018 14 noiembrie 2018
0OYou |l ook and | ook in my e aMn privelti drept “n ochi
el seds. Al tepTi un semn.
You wait for a sign. Tragi aer “n piept, [i aer
You breathe the air in, and hope. Nu sunt transparentn. Nu |
| am not transparent. | cannot be some other creature.l Dar o sn Vvinn vreesnuenat ssne npnruilc.

am just myself. Soon, the time will come when you see that |
amt he sign. o
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16 November 2018

o0oCan you teach me how to r
[I candt . ]

oWhy not?! 6

[Because.]

OAre you saying that | <cou

you write all day, and what makes you forget that you have me
now?o

[You do not know that many words.]

0OBut | d bl Bed kabBravo, Béa ,
more. 0

[In that case, | am the one who does not know your
language well enough.]

ol c an t!ékacehthe parfect day: Wednesdays
between four and eight. We walk for four hours and | teach
y ou. Tel | your students the
audi ence. I 61 | be the profes

Budd

Lidia Vianu
© Bumble -Bea

50

16 noiembrie 2018

aMA " nveTi sn citesc [i eu

[Nu am cum.]

abDad de ce?0

[Uite-a [ .]a

aVrei snframicumcsinn nTeleg
i ce te face sn uiTi de fap-

[ Nu {tii decot foarte puTi

dBa [tiu! Ltiu 6Hai, Beabd
fitalle. 6

[¢cn acest caz, eu sunt <cea

aTe “nvAT eu! Am ziua per
“ntre patrw@miiazapt Neupd i mbaAam

"nvAT.l SpsmedenTil or
snh mambl ic. O sn

tni ch g
f i ee georavo r soff Gefs
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18 November 2018 18 noiembrie 2018
0OYou thought you were smar aT-ai gondit cnhn le ITtii tu

that | find in the grass? Do you ever feed me real chicken ghnsitn “n iarbn? ¢mi dai tu
bones? Or canmnacyd?2l §¢e@qd mMmymel f bomboane? Nu. E numai vina ta. Mie imi plac: tu nu-mi dai,
faul t . Youdre not giving me Zi ci Ch nu am voie. Dad eu v
good for me. There you are. Acuma m-a i dus | a veaitepusabol

Now you took me to the vet and got me a muzzle. Your cuvoOntul tnAu. TEun Chesfiauizecaserse pune
word. | refuse to remember it. The strappy-thing . | Ove pe bott Am [ i ui t at toatn tAarnie
forgotten the idea. You thought | would behave and walk , civilinat el iurmesg ac asirfumilt.dMuamt
despite the humiliation. | stopped in the middle of the proTnpit ~n mijl oeamlmaitlintibde acala. |
pavement, and woul d not budge. W' Tu, in locul meu, oare nu te-ai fi infuriat?
angry, if you had been in my position? Am refuzat snhn mai mer g, a

I woul dndt wal k ahead, kslc masn. Ni ca m awrawsth sni ad® orgle taleade |
woul dndt wal k home either, ¢ lucru pS©nnAn t©rziu noaptea. $
Everybody was staring. You did not like it much. You took off t ocmai f earscoschestiaaia Mi i a bdee nedm
the strappy-thing, and we had a nice plimbat, i chi arTif o’amd hea pmull 1
think that it was showing me the strappy-thing that stopped l a c©inii doarhi ne dadremi dhestiataia de
me from barkin g at those nasty dogs: | just thought | had pus pe bot. Nu. M-amganditdoarcn t e dr esase
trained you enough for one d O singurn zi .o
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19 November 2018

0Tell me another story.o

[Are you getting bored?]

ol am never bored. I i ke
[ Especially when youbdr-ywu-ihgu

up and down the corridor, till our neighbour phones me in the
middle of a coursetosayo Beéa acting | i ke
ONot true. I ahimg. &xceptwwhentl am
hungry. MAYBE. Now you see why | asked for a story : to keep
my mind busy while you cook. So...? @nce upon a time there

was aBumble-Bead. . ? 6
[T f it happened so | ong a{
your supper, assiblybeherenow]l dndt
ol am very much here, and

bowl . 6

19 noiembrie 2018

aMai spune-mi o poveste. o

[ Te plictiselti?]

aEu nu mn plictisesc nicio
mea. 0

[ Si gur: ma i a lee sf oaatmuen ciiiui pad
coridor p©nn ce vecinul de al
ch &Bea face iarnii pe Tar za

aBa-inuvadevnrat. Sunt o dul
nu-mi fie foame. POATE. Acuma
s/mi abatn atemliina p@niet gnt i

fostodad "hBubuBeadz n ? 0

[ Dacn oad aftonsmti " ndoi esc c¢cn n
nu vhAd cumcasb mMhnPoaocim aic
aEi la naiba! Sigur ch sunt ai
umple-mi castronul. 6

ch
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22 November 2018 22 noiembrie 2018
ol I'i ke your study. | | ikt ac mi place |l a tine “n bir
you. You always make room for me. Seventy more days before pe fotoliu. Te tragi ma i “nc
his soul is free, and you will find out fi 1 am the Christmas gift zlemai urcn s ufulpeit wlé elsdhieu auhtidarul
you have never asked for. o tAu de Crnciw@n gerwdr eirmcu olda
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24 November 2018 24 noiembrie 2018
OYou |l ook into my eyes. | aTe uiTi “n oftihidomeliti Lt
say, Yes, | can do that. Because that is what | am heréor. But puterile mele. De astdeaune &
you will not see what | bring if your eyes do not open like a nu Ti se deschide o poartn ’“r
gate. | am on the other side. And | am not alone. This is all | nu sunt singur n. -Twait nsuplutn ed. ed

can say. o
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26 November 2018 26 noiembrie 2018
oWe wal k. aNe pl i mbnm.
You | ook at me, wonder beralge Te " ntrebi, cu ochii | a
to walk tomorrow? When it snows? When everything freezes plimba i mOi ne? nDhedm Tmi?dg e
over?0 Tu pl-mmbALtiu eu dr umul
Just walk me. | know the road. Lasre pe mOGna mea ala cu
Trust Bea as she trusts yo cu tot sufletul .6
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28 November 2018

OWhat i s tnioinieg-noreniitghhetr

[You have already seenwi nt er , havenot

OWhen | S a im it.iThis, ninth floar,anéth warm
parquet and things that | can breaki 6 cause you
me, even if | push your laptop off the tablefi which | do: |
would do anything to get your attention when you write and
forget all about me... Together, we are above winter. | am the
only one who will really -really-reallyfi | & mot are-you-ingii
show you the light. Just <cl o

| i ght

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

28 noiembrie 2018

aCe e lumina asta, nici de

[Nuepri ma oarn ch vezi i arne

acnainte o vedéeaem.f iAircdgn I
cu parchet cald i tot felul
spargh f i i ndcnA tu nu miTicémpi nu
jos de fiplei ncahsinar “ | a bnspoilnugt:-Tc
atrag atenTia atunci cOnd sc
tine, suntem sus, deasupra iernii. Eu sunt singura care
chiarchiarchiarchiari nu uruiiam -§in ar nt [ un
ochii i ai sA vezi.o
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29 November 2018

[This has been a long day!.. Give Bea her medicines, in the
right order, with food, without water... Walk Bea in the
morning, wash Beads paws whe|
will be are-you-i ng your ears of fsheis
nervous, make Bea drink water because she gets carried away
following you around and forgets she is thirsty. Feed Bea
lunch, feed Bea dinner, try not to mind her loud begging
sounds if you happen to be still eating when she has finished
her own food. Hold Bea till she falls asleep on the couch by
your side, andi take caréi if you move, Bea sees everything,
even when she is asleep... It felt like a whole week.]

oYes, that is why I
so much longerii 0

am heil

Lidia Vianu
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© Bumble -Bea

29 noiembrie 2018

[A fost o zi tare | ungné Pregntel
medi camentel e pentr naBeéa, Pdkpel
Bea de di mi-nelafy Teslpallha -6ntd

nu Vvrei sATiuUrsiirez @O©n fou rdeacchi | a
pune-o s nh bea apn, disendoupn to
dusn de vail fliie uid dmh@ ssaiDad e-icna, (
pretfeh cn nu auzi protestele e
mrhn©nci duphAgokieachs8ttTonbt a
adoar me pe canapeaare | @indgghaint itne
Bea vede tot, <chiar 1i cond
snptnmGlnnhn " ntreaghn. ]

aPAni de asta Ii sunt eu ai

dureze mai mult, muuuuuuult de tot i "
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59
30 November 2018 30 noiembrie 2018
0That short moment. When aClipa aceea. COnd p afsaand

in midair i when your brisk walk falls into slow motion, and mer s ul gr Abit ~ nicsent immeerigtie,” ni
you wait i for me to set the pace. If | hurry, you keep up. If 1 go Dacn merg mai repede, mer gi
at snail-speed, you think | am tired, and never rush me. That Spui ch am osterniit ,NIICl ODWATIN
mute pirouette is the best proofi that you dofi want mefi rnzgO©ndit "~ n aer est @i chad mia
around.o6 vreifi in preajmaf ta. 6
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
60
30 November 2018 30 noiembrie 2018
0So what, if | ran away fc ali ce zhmhittol ameu fArAn | esn
time to myself. If you had not run after me and caught me, | fusi ngur n. Dacn nu fugeai du |
woul d have found the house o cas&ankrin dine
[ On a winter mi dni ght , i n [larna, Tn miez de noapte, pe o alee pustie, pe un ger de
freezing coldii who would have opened the entrance door for crapn pcen-ardifleschisTi e dald imtrare?]
you?] dAtunci c©nd mn scoTi afar
oDoors always open for me mea.Sunt o fi i nd@sedteér mecat n

can | sayhalrdnmar . 0
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1 December 2018 1 decembrie 2018
OYou said, 0 | & wnehis alley beforefisve a Ma i zagn, maN fost pe aflceéd
musthavelostour way. 8 | took you r ch -anme rAt hcmtadusTeexact | a ul
can be trusted to go without suntpregntitAn sA merg i fArnA
[You might be. | am not surel am.] [ Tu poate ch elti, dar eu
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[...]
She

feeds

have tried and tried...

me

she

wal ks

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

m

62

[.]

MA hrnnel

dnr Asputeri,
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63

1 March 2020

wh €

me an

OYou know what I
know you know, and wait patiently for you to take me out.
Those are the times when | have you all to myself. If | am
thinking thisfi which you hear without hearing f it is to tell
you that, here, at your feet, while you work and glance at me
every now and then, i's your
nice and tell me that you will never need another, because | will

be withyouaslong as you are with m

idia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

1 martie 2020

altidi exact ce vreau sn s
Ltiu cn [Ttii, ala cnhn altept
momentele cand nu te impart cu nimeni. Gandesc astai | i
auzi f Arfnc as-fsinasigun ch, a fale, ipe
cond lucrezi i mi arunci o
miarTilorul tAu pentru anul-o at
vroei niciodatn altul, fiindc
cCu mine. o
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
64
2 March 2020 2 martie 2020
OFive minutes every morni. aCinci minute “n fiecare

shower, | steal into your bed, and my head warms your pillow. mhn furilez la tine “n pat i
| know you would like me to sleep with you at night f but you T-ar p | h doeracu $ing noapteafi d a r habar
have no idea that my soul is already there, under your head. sufletul meu e deja acolo, la tine sub cap. Visezi ce simt eu. lar
You dream my feelings. And | take good care to renew them eu am gr i j rceeacne |saismta c'onl of i e coa
each morning. One day you will know why. You will reali se bunn zi, ai sn afli de ce. A

who. 6
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

65

3 March 2020 3 martie 2020

OYou washed me and wiped m a Mai sprdiat [ t er s-ai ps@nh Banamin-ai
warmfi and | fell asleep. When | opened my eyes, yourhead “~ncnl zit | i naimr a @ €anéhant deschisechii,
was next to mine. capul tnAnu era al Atur. de al

We had walked for three full hours fi what a nice spring Umbl asernm treficcar edé nph

day! You will not remember this dream: | watch you, right mi nunatn! Nu vei Tine minte ¢
now, when | know that you are holding me in your soul, for cond I tiu cn mA strongi “n s
fear I might catch cold. You, on the other hand, will never know afla niciodatn de znpezil e,
anything at all about my snows, rains, hunger and fears before “"nainte sA mATignsel oi éis dAmv iad
you found me. | will protect your dreams from ever finding a fost. Nu te gandi la trecutul meu. Acum sunt cu tine: acesta
out. Never worry abou t my past. | am with you now: it is all este lucrul cel ma i i mportan-

t hat matters. o
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© Bumble -Bea
66
4 March 2020 4 martie 2020
OWhen your di amo nrdlresistangurge acond inelul tnAnu cu di ama
to move. Leaning against your leg, | am waiting for you to be cea mai micn milcare. Lipittr
happy again. Counting down,4-3-2¢é And we ar e NumAr At oar e332 én vieir ssiuan e m un
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5 March 2020

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

5 martie 2020

https://editura.mttlc.ro/

0l know perfectly well thi alLtiu bine cn nsta e fot.
you work. lucrezi.
I know you think itds | ate Ltiu cn te gondel ti cnhn e
finish. terminat.
know you wondt have Mai | tineo isin ¢ | ase ini ma
this spot just in order to focus on something else but me. doar ca snh te ocupi de altce
stayonwhere | am. QED: RAmGn pe fotoliu.
dondt move Vyo SA nu cdmvamudm masa de con
couch. That would make me sooooo0 sad. M-ar “ntrista peste mAnsur n.
What has that laptop g ot t hat , td kedp youe Cearelaptopu | inil anu, amnewse Tiom
glued to something else but me for an entire dayfi excluding Zi “nit‘rre aggffarn de moment el e
my breakfast and dinner, and my three daily walks to all the fi cina, mn duci de trei ori
places you had never been to before you had me, and the care nu le-a i fi vhzut dach nu er
obligatory half -hour of playing with my special spikey - mi ngea mea specialn cu Tepi
sqgueaky a m nysmone un (obigat oriu)é i sunt ab &md ugr ¢
youdd only de lucruri hazoae de fnAncut, dacn t e
spend more time with me .0 drncovenia aia “"n plata Domd
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© Bumble -Bea
68
6 March 2020 6 martie 2020
[All our memories seem to weigh on you. The only [ Te urmnresc toate aminti
future is the soul.] sufl etul nu existn. ]
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7 March 2020

0This particular spot at

MINE.

Just so you know.
Non-negotiable.

Neither Lizzie nor Fenyx can claim it.

When you are away, | watch it.
are around,

When Lizzieand Fe n y x

t he

master

her e

( ME) . 6

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

69

y

7 martie 2020

a L o dailad picioarele tale atunci cand lucrezi este numai
numa i AL MEU.

Casi | tii

Nu este nici pentru Lizzie, nici pentru Fenyx.

cond nu ekbkuil tpwzaisci.,

cond vin la noi LizizianlnT

stnp®©n ai ci (adicn EU).O
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8 March 2020

ol wi s h ttdlephoma bad helvez been invented.

First, you take no end of photos with it, as if | were going
away anywhere and you needed something to remember me
by. Why panic? | am staying here, if you are.

Second, when you give up making me look smart for a

photo,you answer the phone, aga
you, thank you, thank youbo.
out, 1tds two already, and vy«

focus on me for a change?

I look at you while you checkh o w ma n y thi®dost
gets. And, by the way, dondt h,c
and Bea alone can do that fo

Lidia Vianu

70

© Bumble -Bea

8 martie 2020

aCe bi ne eardindentat telefonul mabil.
cn

pri mul r ©nd

pentru ch

de parcnhn al awveeca ide og@md asin I
sAli aducnhn aminte de mine. N
cOtn vreme elti [Ti tu.

cn al doilea r©nd, cO©nd t ¢
pozh, ranspunzi |l a puzderie
mul Tumesc, mwl dumeptcddedeaba
6Bea, hai sn mer gemraie fdhecjuat

de frumuseTe.
Te privesc

cu mine:TiAmpaum
aduce.

numai -Bepodie
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
71

11 March 2020 11 martie 2020

ol f 1 lick the floor, vy dTe neliniiteiti dacn ling po

If | stare at you, you worry. Te nelinilitelti dacn mAn uit |

If I chew a tiny little something | find under a stone Te neliniilteltcedgésemesseabd o
or a wheel, you worry. Te nelinilteliti dacn mAn |ling

If I lick my paws, you worry. Te neliniiteliti dacn nu vin d

lf | dondt follow you e Te neliniltelti dacn “nfulec
you worry. Te neliniltelti [ imdaacA nu mn

If | eat too fast, you worry.

I f | dondt eat everythi Sunt o Bee | ibern.

Fac cemi place.

| am a free creature. M-am obilnuit sA mA dhescamudt S

| © used to doing whatever | please. mancare.

| © wsed to looking after myself and fighting for M-am “nvnTat sn | atru cOoOt mn
every bit of food | can find. mi ne: toTi, “n afarn de tine. (

| © wsed to barking my head off at anyone that sopr anti,baruinton, sunt gheiln.
comes near me, except you: for you I roll round, for you
| am a soprano, a baritone, a geisha. Nu te mai nelinilti

Nu te gondi la C virus: te ap
Stop worrying. ftii cn ala e.o
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

72
And forget the C virus: | am here to protect you.

If you really love me, you will trust meont hat . 0
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
73
12 March 2020 12 martie 2020
0 T h ePlaeed between your laptop and your eyes, | win. dGatam MATArat “ntre |l aptc
What can be more important than our Bea-o 6 c | Nimic pe lume nu e mai important decéat pauza -de-la-ora-
break?0 Bea. 0
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

74

13 March 2020 13 martie 2020

o0No. I am not yoarsatteat®rpgoes Biot aNu,
reading those words, and | feel left out. When you learn who | pecare | e
really am and where | come from#f wellfi then | will feel at cine sun
home here, and you will know mn si mt

singur n.
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14 March 2020

0 Iteenayear now that | was sure not to expect what
it used to be. The beatings, the hunger, the cold, the enemies,
those eyes that looked through me when | was starving and
they were eating at a table in the long courtyard. A morsel
would have sufficed. They spat the bones, stood up and kicked
me while heading back inside. Whenever you eat, you feed me
first, and then you dress me nicely, if it snows or if it rains, and
then you |l et me | ead the way
my eyes closed. If | struggle to keep them open even when | am
sleeping, it is because | want to forget that time when nobody

7

ruffled my ears and called me Bumble-Be a . 0

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

75

14 martie 2020

a-a i ebuide camstBnitiati a
, dul manii, ochii acoand:
Il A mO©ndn, i ar ei mon c au
buc i cn ¢ ©arfi b derpjuns.BScuipau oasele, se
scu u de la masn i “mi ard
casn. ¢cntotdeauna ¢c©nd mAnNnOnN
mn ~mbraci, dacnhn ninge ori p
Al merge dupn tine cu ochi.i

mi str Adiuileist deischili chiar
pentru c¢cn vreau sn -mii ts oirrepnu
urechil e dmi nri cieanBBeuab.udr uzn

c C
- — 5

a
frig
eram

h
I

g

s
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© Bumble -Bea
76
15 March 2020 15 martie 2020
o | know you have your ow] altiu chAfraiiciilie ttwl e, dar
order to cheer me up. | know my eyes look sad. | know you “"nveselelti pe mine. Ltiu c-h
want me to tell you everything. But, really, there is nothing to povestesc tot. Dar nu mai cCo
say. When you are a Bea, bei ceTi doreiti este sn te “nves
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
77
16 March 2020 16 martie 2020
ol am sorry. | wanted a f dlamfin Voiam sn ieli cdmiae.
Sometimes | just dondt wunder Unel e lucruri eu nu | e prea
[What things.] [Ce fel de lucruri?]
0Things wWarkki d ,6dn or o6 Wai t oVorbe cum ar fi OLucrezo
just eaten, Bead. We are gro' OAMneaoriT-am dat de mO©ncar e, Bea
you have to look for me, it just means | am very sorry. | will At unci cOnd mn ascund p©O©nnamnnt
never | eave you alone again. N-am ®n m@i l as singurn. Ni ci o
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
78
17 March 2020 17 martie 2020

OTi me f or Dawou kwaavlwky!l like it so when aGat a, e ora de pli mbar etde
you take me out? tare sA ieli cu mine?

Because that is the time when we can really talki just Fiindcn atunci s t nAindoanro it ud
thetwo ofus. Welookintoeach ot herds eyes<s mine. Ne privim “n ochi 1Ti I
know exactly when | am tired and my paws need a rest, and | vreami sBbdi hnesc I nbuTel e, i a
al ways take you where you wa acolo unde vrei shA ajungi .o
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
79
18 March 2020 18 martie 2020

ORemember to tuck me in with my brand new green dtine minte shn mnAn ~nvel rwol-t
cover. Bea must be pamperedi just in case you have already nouTnhn. Bea tfAéhuce-acucatf ndaijta
gone to bed and forgotten all about me. cu totul de mine.

So, itds Good Night, sl eep Al a cn, noapte bunnAn, somn
bite: only you must know that | have an allergy to bugs, so you sArute: dad snA [tii cnAn eu fa
will have to wash me and dry me again, and the commotion mn spel. i shnomédnueacamiuae,
may not make either of us ve niciuna dintre noi d o u ro

Signed, oBea, the one and Semnat, aBea neasemuit a,
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18 March 2020

0Do you r emember wall whef yioutasd
me who you would have wanted to be, and | told you | would
not have you any other way? You smiled. And | knew we
would never be separated.

On a bench in a park which you had always hated as a
child. All my life | had waited for that mome nt when | could
make the world look as you wanted it to be. One autumn
afternooniit hat 6 s al | it took. For
you. 0

Lidia Vianu

80

© Bumble -Bea

18 martie 2020

aMai Tii minte prima noas
cand mi-a i mharturisit cum ai fam
rnspuns cn cel ma i bsurde dst é
nimic nu ne va desphnr Ti

Eram pe o -banp@arc’ mper cat#l
sufer.i pe cOnd er ai copi l T
cO©nd voi putea face c.a-afostmneeose
dec©t deano azwipnde toamnn, peil
iar eu sn fiu una cu tine. o
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
81
20 March 2020 20 martie 2020
0l 8ve been sl eeping at yo aDorm |l a picioarele tale
hal f, and you st itlhli ndko?né6t Kk n “nchA nd ["tni ic apail meu?o
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Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
82
21 March 2020 21 martie 2020
oYou foll ow me, I follo aTu vii dupn mine, eu aemduc

see. 0
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24 March 2020
o | have not forgotten any
before | found you. So, do not be angry when | try to pick up a
bone from the garbage. Old habits die hard.

ltds not because | am hung
your attention from this whatever -humans-call-it virus.

Humbug. When itds all over,

again, with Cristina and Lizzie and Fenyx.
In the meantime, Bea is with you. Humans are a bit
stupid sometimes. They never

Lidia Vianu

83

24 martie 2020

a Nam

cn nu te
a doua
N-o f ac

© Bumble -Bea

ui

tat nimic din ce am

“"nfuria cO©nd mai fu

natur n.

de f oame: paat esn’
nhzdriAavnnia asta pe care oa

t

spanac! COnd o sn se ter mwionae

de Cr,0ucCrisima, Lizzie [i Fenyx.
POnn wuna alta, Bea e cu

uneori I i eswenifidlceé ne vi aTn.
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25 March 2020

had a
eave

fabul
t he

ol dve
[ canot I

deal

ous i
house, I c
drag you to the lake you hated as a child but you love now,
because of me.

Wow!

Sorry! Sorryfi 1 did not meantowakeyouup.Buti t & s

a breathtaking idea, | just ¢
0Beads J o uirsithiat.l Shhohhhh!tNekody else must
know. Just tihteh et wroo robfi dudse:n QY e

I will think it, and you will use all the words that you
know. Everybody can join in, with all the words in this world,
as long as you remember the idea was all mine. It will keep us
busyii and togetherii till we are really, really, really free and
happy. 6

Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

84

25 martie 2020

aAm o idee -ggewnmemnilth!adim fi
shA plec mMe pmoctasinel i |l a aer,
care nu-| put eai suferi cOnd er ai
fiidcn = mi pl ace mie.

Tiil..

Aol eurmMaamnvrut sn te-ttrme.
Tr ebui e smum acuimacum. Spune da, te rog zi da!
6Jurnal uRl Beei L diaidint! cSmewa.
douon s AdiimMm:Amul Interzis.?o

Eu 7| g©ndesc, iar tu fol
[t Poate toatn | umea sA n
uni vers, dar sh nu cumva sAn
a mea. O sn rid i Tion s Ao o Ufippar@ hem
vomfide-adeviAr atel ea |ibere i f
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© Bumble -Bea
85
26 March 2020 26 martie 2020
0OYou are afraid when you ate fricn numai atunci <c¢cOr
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© Bumble -Bea
86

28 March 2020 28 martie 2020

ol wonder, dwvealkidgtme yny mord? il &me d0ar eTinumai pl ace sn te p
getting a bit too much sleep while you work all day, and A | will l ucrezi c Ot e ziua deficlaunsgm
be honest with youfi | miss our silent communications. If | drepti mi-e dor de discuTiile noa
have done anything wrong, | promise to be really, really, really fAacut ceva rAu, promit sn fi
good for ever and eaway. §ust doar sa mne Mm@ daine. 6
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© Bumble -Bea

87

31 March 2020

OYour tpmade it through World War Il. Your
grandfather died in World War I. Your great -great-great-great-
great-( € glandparents were killed by the Spanish
 nqui si ti on .hovwanmow that. We both kmew.

This is the ordeal of your generation. It weighs hard on
you. You are not used to being forced to stay indoors for weeks
on end, and even less to fearing what will come next.

One thing, though, | am sure | can do: teach you that fear
iI's a waste of energy. Hadnot
Bea and all the wonderful things that could happen to her?
Such as being found in the street, taken home, washed, taken
to the doctor, fed carefully , and walked i well, an hour a day,
right now, but still.

If I have been able to forget everything that happened in
my life before that, | am sure you can forget your anxiety. The
Vianus are strong, and | am r

31 martie 2020

t ni Rraaub @ ir "Md n @il a
pr tsms -6 s 4. )b u n $ tc
ucili de | nc hnirebiidd unde
ftiu. Ltim am©ndoun.
Acesta este calvarul
obilnuitheadctiecsneva sA nu
zile, {Ti hiei fsmcAn de ce va
De un lucru sunt sigurn: p
or i sdegnergie.N-ar fi oare mai pl A
Bea | i t oat e | u @i sarputtaeintampla? Da
exempl u, sn fie gnhAsitn pelaeat
dusn |l a doctor, fimmnA miotgy Idio ap
dar oricum.
Dachnh
sunt sigurn
puternicn, i
voastrn.o

APArinTii
a murit “n
au fost

gener

e u-a istamplat inaintet
tFamsni i
acurma

am putut
cilepd Ti ciAi.
ar eu sunt
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© Bumble -Bea
88
1 April 2020 1 aprilie 2020
OYoudve got your work and aTu ai de lucru, ai de rn
candot wait. You do mention nm amGnare. Da, vorbeliti densippe
theytell YOU: nobody says directly “Ti spuimé Fipenenwmi meni mi e d
| am, am | not? Bea! 8 Da+f stuiats,u nntu?
I found Cristinads ol d biceo Am gnsit o cart €hateaur deé LarduC
You have your student s. noYtbete. ai studenTioi stAnio bisierniicicnAn nt
But , thené nobody wil|l t u Doar cneée ncimme mais nvel eas
green blanket. See how busy you are? | am really upset. verde preferatn? Tu elt] rvee
As for the Castles on the dreptul necnjitn.
Maybe some other day, with Cristina and Lizzie and Fenyx..? COt despre castelele de pe
(P.S. Just in case you get any ideas: | am not goinc “nt ©i aprilie! Poate altn da
anywhere. | have you. Finder (P.S. Nicidesiit inucnt eplgecn de

cecam gnsit abDameuohbs)ad f aka
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© Bumble -Bea
89
3 April 2020 3 aprilie 2020
0 Why ar e Yoorstudenss thee their lives. In this aDe ce sn te " ntristezidsta®

urgenTn ca passidaelepredaitta r nu

cnv-afin pe mine. Numai sn n
n | a

state of emergency, your teaching them one thing or another is de

the last thing on their minds.
Teach me. Just dondt eBpP®d englezeite. Pot, “nsn, s

7z

can bark as long as you wish. Especially when you speakon t el ef on. O
the phone. 6
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ol dl'l only take a saat lbyoucan aDoar o secundn. Vreau sn
do it, so can I. | must find out who keeps you glued to the pot [ eu. Trebuie sn aflu c¢
|l aptop while | sit on your f n vreme ce eu |iedaoelke nare:
atlast] dondt | i ke competition. ch sunt [ i -méu pd aacteia smeNidmdinte. Am
even bite. h te asurzesc cu |l ntratul
Ok. OK.
I wonot r ui ntionyi @nuagonditton yiou chase N-am -§ih stric drncoveni a,
everybody away and focusonME. | t 8s ei t her E toatn | ufmeacdmncemtreemi natdnT
mine. o0
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ol watch: who is closer toc aMn wuit atent: cine e mai
Who hides under the small table that | cannot see? Whom do  atunci cand scrii? Cine seascunde sub shposeuT
you see when you are not looking at me? vedea?
You make me feel really | COteodatn mai macat ®©tH té s
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oWait a minute! Thereds no aNi ci vor bn! Nu poTi sn m
home alone. The policeman will ask about me. Yesterdayhesaid ~ntr ebe pol i Tistul de mine.
he thought | was cute (thank you, all those who said so, too!). tuturor car e luaru!) B2lesa? Usaeae | al i
Well? My leash? Yippee! A, nu, fArn sacoln! Nici
No bag! Forget shoppi msigethey voie “nAuntru, [i sub nicio
shop, and | WILL NOT wait outside. Dar promit sn mn por tanf rsuim

But | will be nice in all other respects (meaning | will not
bark at Rottweiler s for longer than one minute).
What? We are out of turkey meat for my breakfast
tomorrow? Now, t hat &s Fiae. Telbthegpadliceman ¢
was indisposed. o

la Rottweiler i mai mult decat un minut).

Poftm? Numaiaicurc an pentru moOMni
fie. Bine. Spameveoiit Tfsi
proaste. 0

s N
toane
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ol am a little scared. aMn cam sperie.
They are spraying the streets with something that makes Stropesc strnzile cu ceva

my eyes hurt, and my legs are so much shorter than yours.
What is this? A dogs®6 Ausc
I want our long walks back. | promise | will never flop
stubbornly onto my tummy when you want to take me places.
| will be very good. Just tell that ug ly man with the stick that
spits t hat he canodt was h m
yesterday. 6

deasupra, picioarele mele sunt mult mai scurte decat ale tale.

Ce-iasta? Auschwitz-ul cnhATeil or ?

Vreau napoi plimbnarile nc
pun pe burtn cO©nd vrei sn mn
cuminte. Darspune-i mai “~nt ©i ur ©t ul ui
ch anrue voi e s n-abmmi-asip eflhec.utDet u
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oltdéds a big world out ther AE mare lumea. Li cuamoghe
Now, that we have each other, we need not be afraid. Acum, c¢ch ne avem una pe al
Ever.6 nimic. Niciodatn. o
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9 April 2020

0See?

have

my

own yoga

will also take a nap in your armchair, at your laptop, if you
After revi

sl eep

about Corona-Scenarios for the last seven nights in a row, you
will n ot wake up any time soon, if you ask me. | mean, you will
sleep unless | come areyou-ing (feed me, walk me, entertain

me).

ate

é and
cheering up, and | suggest that they should read me for a citeascn pe mine. o6

change.

0

today.

P. S.

Tel

y o ubadly sn¢ed o dozhA de bunn di scpo znaflsiriees 1
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S dUitel:i aemu Il ocul meu de yo
shn i trag un pui de somn “n

¢« trezelti ma i t ©r zi u. Dupn ce
studenTil or desprnea 3 caeprtaer inal
crede cnh pte@curAnd.dnoeck ¢caz, rudacn nu
shA te ur umn,( hphknnmb fann? A

éli P.S. -Teg asitsundaereTi |l or c1
i
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0See

how

t

al
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have grow aVezi

mi racul oashn.
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ol will never «tayimddora.iSevenlyeals aNam sn mn pl ©ng niciodatn
of my life were spent outside. Heat, frost, rain, snow, wind. casn. Lapte ani din viaTnhn am
And then | find you: you heal me, you feed me, you stroke me vant . loi zi té-anrh r g 1 sai Yindecam m-a i hr nt
all the time, you talk to me, and you try to do for me what you mOng®©i tot timpul, vorbelti «
think I'6d I|ike. ch -anpl hcea.

At first | wondered. Now | k n o w. I f you La " nceput nu pricepeam,
fly with you. I f you want tc zburnm, zbor cu tpilnenbnDmc ru mbr
want to play, 18l play with tine. Dacnh vrei s-d@cewatuj ucnm,

The one thing | will not do is sleep near you overnight fi Un singur l ucru nu voi f a
because at night we all wander about, and | would be so scared noapt ea, fiindchA noi t-alfi hme
to see you go some place wher vnAd c¢cn plsemuitepoturma Decauc eea, t e
pl ease, | etds be happy that ne bucurnAnm cn stAnm “n cash.
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0 | doming my patience here. aAHaidatn, c¢cn “"mi pierd rnbc
Is that laptop more important than going out with me? E laptopul mai important decéat o plimbare cu mine?
Hurry! Haide oldat n
Spring is so short. o Primhvara e at©t de scurthn
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14 April 2020 14 aprilie 2020
ol stretch myself. [ y a wau. aMn “ntind. Casc. MA uit (
walked me for fifty minutes. | was ready for more sniffing tAhu dr-aptpl Tembat cCuU mine <cin
around. dupn emi mal ma i fi adul mecat C
Never mind. Whether outdoors or in your study, | am safe N-are i mport anTn. Af arn or
with you. o tine, sunt “n siguran'T’r’].é
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15 April 2020

OSslihhds a secret. Sheds
works too sl owly. But it dscam
swear! She has 111 more page
that journal or whatever it

taking her to the garbage heap, where you can find all the

smells of the district. | love that place.
P. S. I bet vyou

all the fairy tales

have
bur i

no i
ed
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a SsihEhhsecr et . E suphniraprnea

Li

jur c¢cn nu e din cauzn cn
pagini de corectat . Nu-ofl taijwts sn redac:
ori ce-o fi el, dar trebuieso bi nedi spun: o
gunoi , unde ghAselti t o0 a bcal mewi
preferat.

PS.Bagmanan f oc dn dreu clet.i Fi i n
povelti sunt Nunvgelo psn ievl i2adoil oy

y

&,
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OEl even minut e sYoajfisttadsomelbodyn &E ora dounsprezece i un
on the phone that you want to finish the whole thing sooner, spus cuiva | a telefon cnhn vre
so youd Istay up all night. You thought | wanted your faci O hoaaitega@hdint dme vreau
armchair, so you are sitting on the couch where | usually sleep. t Au, a-hi mstatatipe tawapeaua unde dorm eu de obicei.
No. | want the place where youar e. So, mo Pni nu. Eu vreau sn s tmloc,
coming up. | will share this wholewhi t e night w vin 1|i eu. Facem am©ndoun no.
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OYou, n a s tl yound than é mwas mine. It tasted d&FiinTn umann r nEutiMc igaoaFata
good. We could have shared, if you were that hungry. But i me a . Li era gust oaacm.eTdallia dde
throw it away?! Snatch it from between my teeth? | could have De ce miai aruncat-o0 ? Puteam sn te mail
bitten you. I di dnodot becaus smuls-o dintre daim Traul cNaut tfei ie ord
bettter give me a |thablpekwithoyare-« mes e FrA-mbi me ploir Td @ mare, d
you-ing, and all the neighbours will know you are starving me! bl ocul de wuruituri, ca snh va
| want meat. Enough with this dog -food. | am not a dog. | am a VREAU CARNE. M-am snAnturat de hrEamn
BEA. Grill my turkey and forget the carrots. Jeez! sunt caine. Eu sunt BEA. Frige-mi curcanul p €
Ughhhhhhh. rNeGW llydmangry. I naibii morcovul. Ei, fir-ar sn f i e!
Ughhhhhhh,c e f uri oasn sunt . 0
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18 April 2020 18 aprilie 2020
0Sorry. | got car r lipseocisedoiet al a-mh n-avh "~ nfuriat. Am fos:
you have as much of my food asyouwish. Just dond®d meu ch = Ti dau toaari smOnm@ar ¢
away. PLEASE. O ROG. 6
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19 April 2020 19 aprilie 2020
OLook at me carefully. a U i-te im ochii mei.
We both understand. Ltim am©ndoun.
No, we have never met before. We never had to. We Nu, nunecam cunoscut ni ci odat-i
have al ways been one. 6 aveam de ce. Suntem una dinto
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o | know you are afraid fo alLtiu cn te temi pentru mi
out how to heal me. | will stay healthy as long as you are afraid vi ndeci .meCGCGten tvernei pentru min
for me. Ce nu Itii tu este cn [i e

But you dondt know that |
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0OAs |l ong as you work on t acotn vrema kacteai ai a, n

will stay here and bark at anyone who tries to interrupt you. stau | ©ngnhn tine 1| l atru | a
They must know you need peace and quiet, in order to finish spunn cineva cnh ai nevoie de
soonerand FOCUS O NKecdting vely ifnpatient, you SN TE OCUPI DE MI Nrgi. gLCiaer d nrct
know. And when | lose my temper, | can be really ferocious. eu, coOnd sntf i ofoasn, Ei ? Nu

Have you finished already?! 6

C ONTEMPORARY

Literature P RrEss

https://editura.mttlc.ro/ The University of Bucharest
2022



Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea

107
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22 April 2020
0OYou dondt have to say it aNu e nevoie sn spui ni mi «

Didnét you know that jobs <c¢h mine. Nute-ai g©ndit c¢cn profesia s
Now you have me. I h a v eyoup i oamenii ?

cutest student? Acum mA ai. pAmmh@etie i
Trust me : I wi || keep vyac vreodatn ah asddngdcamire?

handful . o Crede-mn ai sdhau muuuuuuud tser

vieme snh te plictiselti.o
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0l thought | ¢ ouladdtheryau nmghth d¢mi ziakeamuo@da®m dactilogr
lend me your laptop, butmy paw i s | arger o st " mprumuTi tu | aptopul ,
exhausted. litera. Sunt istovitn.
Besides, you know, how many people have got a Bea who Li, la urma urmei, cO©Ti oa
reads their minds? gandurile?
Forget the words. Forget the laptop. We have so much to Lanaba cu vorbele i cu | ap:
think together , you and | . 6 ' ucruri l a care sn ne goO©ndi m
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24 April 2020

0 Téhstory of this virus has been keeping you busy for an
eternity.

What was Bea to do? | taught myself how to read, and
guess what: | havefinished the book that you have wanted to
read for the last few years. Now | am the first Bea ever who has
read the latest Kazuo Ishiguro. When you give lectures again, |
will come and talk to your students about it. And, if your
students like me, | will be as busy as you are, and never pay
attention when you want me to sleep on your feet. Imagine a
Bea with a PhD.

Wr i ti ng btogetkos anywherd Reading them
is no big deal. If you spend more time with me, you will find

the most i mportant thing of
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aAm pierdut Tirul zilelor
povestea vVvirusul ui nst a.

Ce era sh fach mvidlatt AsBec
de una fsliingouer Aicrezi c¢chA am fAc
carevoiaituso cideiaca©Ti va ani Acu
|l ume care a citit cea mai not
sh Tii iar curlse wor b@sovi st d
eae. Li dacn studenTii mn plac
ocupatn ca-ol At mae, ami thmp s
tale. O sn mn fac doctor " n

Scrisulnu-Ti aduce mare | wmariu.p
Dachnh, nsn, stai mai mult cu
i mportant din [ ume: sufl etul
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25 April 2020 25 aprilie 2020
o | had a dr eam. You did, &Am visat ceva. Tu nu [tiai
because you do not know | can sleep with my eyes open. eu dorm cu ochii deschili
| saw a small diamond ring. | will find it today, in the Am viAzut un inelul cu di ame
grass. You will take it, and suddenly you will understand. sA ridicia ddamalipeedatdhi ¢pumi
Remember that. ¢Ti va fi dnAnruit de cntre c
It will be given to you. By someone who never gave a nNi mMAnui un i nel
ring to anyone else in this life. Dar, “"nainte de toate, treb
But, first, you mustlearn howt o tr ust my vVisez eu.o
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26 April 2020 26 aprilie 2020
0Ol 6ve been doing Yogaevera yedre aFac Yoga sub scaunul t Nu
n o w. adgbad as you are. | have licked your pink carpet all f el de multe ca tine. Am | in
over. Now, | bet that is something that you CANNOT do. tAu roz. nBdpcm@ma ASTA tu chi
Perfect. | have found one thing that | can teachyou for ¢n sf@a@Gridescoperit [i eu c
a change. 6 l a mine. o6
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ol am depressed. | want ou aSunt deprimatn. Vreau ~ne
want to scare pigeons. | want to bark at stray cats. agale cntre | ac. Vreau sn zb
These tours of the block aredepressing. Even the garbage, la pisicile de pripas.
which is absolutely everywhere in huge heaps, has lost its E absol ut depri mant sn to
appeal. | know the smells. Now you are giving me seashells to grAmezile ur icad suntpes tgeu-ad @ierdut |
play with, while you keep working on that book by your far mecul Ltiu deja toatnei njio
students. scoici, “n vreme ce tu lucre:
I candt hel p bei nyputslitherthah | Sunt necnjitn rnAu. Nu | e
you have an emergency? Bea needs youto focusonher.Ireally ur gent de frAncut? Bea are nevi
DO. I & going to email them. | have learnt how to. | will say, scriu chiar eu un mesaj A m
6Enough is enough. Il want my 6Gat pO©nn ai ci cmi vreau Vi
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29 April 2020

0Ol dve made up my mind.
| & counting all the coins | found in the good old times,
when you walked me three times a day, and when this
monster-book you are conversing with all day had not begun
yet. We both thought they were lucky coins, and you kept them
as O0Beads treasurebod.
L e tsbese : 1 ban, 5 bani, 10
at least 111 coins. A fortune.
Gr e a t buying Gyrown laptop.
| will write my own book. I will become famous world -
wide. People from that building where you used to go when
you left me alone on Wednesday afternoons will come to see
me. | will become acquainted with all the students whose pages
you are working on. | will be so busy with my guests that you
will beg me to go for a walk and talk to you, at least for five
minutes a day. I will s avy : 6Be qui et . I
will know exactly how | had felt when | had made up my mind
to do that. o
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4 May 2020 4 mai 2020
OYou donot even know -mgnthtkt aHabar nu ai “n ceaminhoc
my birth -year. You never saw me as a puppy. m-ai vhzut niciodatnhn c©nd er a
They found me. | chose you. | just climbed on your knees M-a u g rEs itetam ales pe tine. Mam urcat pe

and rested my head on your left shoulder. You held me
clumsily. | knew. | am the first Bea who is really yours.

You work till midni d¢2htiwoofubl,c
that is, plus someone whom | do not know , and whom you have
never held on your left shoulder.

Let it be 11.2.33. Day, month, year. Happy midnight.

Tomorrow | will show you the way to a place you have
never seen.

One of
matter any mo r e

wi |
us \

t hese
when

days
t her

you

ei of

genunchiiamAalii piit mibrazul dai
mbrnanTilat timid, iar eu am I
adevnrat.

De obicei l ucrezi poOnn | ¢
23. 33. Asta “"nseamnn (2) noi
mi e, caaelinpitiiniciodatn obr e

Sfzicem ch este 11.2. 33.
fericit.

Am dm arnt moO©ine drumul -ac
mai vAzut .

Are snhnh vinn vremea sn mnh
nicio importanTam cromgc wmtn.udne |
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5 May 2020 5 mai 2020
OEIl even mor e mi n u tl evatch tyoul a Mai sunt unsprezece nnoipniuit
working. Youthinkl amdozi ng ofnbt, but | urmnresc pe c¢c©nd lucrezi. Tu

You gave me this conch, thinking that | liked it i so you
placed it on the floor. | can hear the wind inside it: that wind
IS bringing you what you want most.

When it happens, please d

Mi-ai dat scoi ca astfaapusa elz@
mine pe jos. Aud n ea vantul, iar vantul aduce ce-T i dor
cel mai mult.

Cand se va intampla lucrul acela, te rogmult, n u  mn

iar singurn.o
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8 May 2020 8 mai 2020

oPl ease, | will be the te aTe ,ragn sn fiu eu profeso

[ Why not. God knows | dve [Te las:eu m-am bucurat destui ani de meseria mea]

OA friend in need is a fr a A friend in need is a friend indee@um se zice asta pe
that in your language?06 l i mba ta?ao

[Who caresabout my language since we talk English all [ Ce conteazn | imba mea, C
the time?] toatn vremea?]

OHumour me. Il really want aConteazn. Pentru mine. 6

[OK.Pri et enul | a Jnevoi e se [ Bine. Prietenul l a nevoi e

OPrietenuli s a dog, |l take it ?« dPrietenul e wda®?®i ne, nu

[Could be.] [Tot ce se poate.]

OWhatuine?adl t e 4Ce aia cunoalte?6

[You know a friend if he helps you when you need [ AdicA | recunoliti ca pri
help.] nevoie.]

oYou do know me, dondt yo &Tu mA recunaodit ialipae? 6mi ne,

[Always. Especially when you behave yourself and do [ Firelte. Mai al es atunci
not bark.] aSn [tii cnhAn, dacn vrei sAn

oONow, i f you want me to sfimi dai drumul din | esn: miroa
very nice of you if you took me off that leash: | can smell mn supnr dacn vrei s A gte bagiisub|
something coming from under that car. | would not mind mal i nn, pe c©nd eu ali pplteae
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sharing with you, but you ca nu cumperi niciodatn.o
I coul d. And lyiokie doaldéd mie:v eyno [ Aha. Asta era 6l a nevoied
[Aha, you want me to be your friend dn deedd] dNumaiintr-o situaTie di sp eerfamna
o0Only in desperate situat i PRECI'S e gustos ce vnd eu
hungry , and | REALLY need that tasty bit under the red truck. foameala o parte, vreau s iiarftusuneil

Aside from that, as | said, | will be the teacher now. You just noti Te. 6
take notes. o

C ONTEMPORARY

Lirerature P rEss

https://editura.mttlc.ro/ The University of Bucharest
2022



Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
118
9 May 2020 9 mai 2020
0 When you of fer me dog aDa-mih dai mOncare de cOi ni
anything till you give in, and | receive a large portion of grilled ce nu te dai bantutn [ ii dapnAgtr
chicken, even though the doctor said | am allergic to it. What toate cnhA doc amalemgielapui.d Pairel destiat
does he know? asta.
When you hide the medicine in my food and | spit it Atunci cand Tmi ascunzi med icamentele in mancare iar
out, ALL OF IT, I think | am pretty smart: nobody fools Bea. eu |l e scuip “"napoi p©©nn | a UL
| am sorry. | know | am not well right now, and this Bea nu poate fi pncninlitn.
magazine full of poems you g c mi p ar e umtinwpele Mele, iar revista asta de
better. | have tried to trick you many times, so that | can get poezie pe care mtaidat-o nu mn aj utnh del
what I want . t\Weglesson. Horiestyeis thedbest pr ea mul t e omiidaiceimit @l fadze. sAm
policy. Next time | will tell you the truth: | refuse to eat that Cel mai bine este sn spui |luc
concoction because it goes a am-§in spun ragdfewairaud ;" ngliit nga
| ucru contravine principiilor
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ol am getting ready. We ¢ aMn pregntesc. Pl ecnm di s

moment vyou fal/l asl eep. I wi ador mi . ¢ Ti arnt eu dr umul
need a suitcase. | will teach you how to get a jumper or a “nvAaT cum sA iei un tricou o
toothbrush by merely thinking of them. For a while, you will doar gandindu -te la ele. O vreme, vei fi Thapoi in pat inainte de
be back in your bed by dawn. For a while you may not ivireaz oril or. O vreme plfddt eni mrt e
remember where we have been. For a while youmayevenbe vr eme poate ch o sn Ti se fac
homesick. For a while you will tell yourself that you have S i Spui cn nu mawrai vO0r snha
grown too old to travel. 1In la urmn, “nsnA, ai sn fii Ti t
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o0Do not hurry. We do not aNu neiNigzvemdeces n al évem fontimpul
time in the universe. Do not open your eyes. Follow me. din | ume. Nu deschnnde eoarhinie:te
Follow yourself. pe tine “n acelali timp.
Sleep. Dream. Hold my paw. Remember. Keep the Dor mi . Vi smenazsnt.r Qnisnede | nbi
memory. | am in it. You just wuita amintirea. Sunt [ i eaidaf

seama poO©nnAn acum. 06
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and | have forbidden it to wither before you smile at me. | am
missing your unexpected seconds of joy more and more. All work i
very

me

have
Loseaua
tomorrow, so | have decided to watch it till you notice us. Please,
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f ou aA venit var a. Am
|l abyc "nflorit vreodatn p.e
putea scutur a, ala c¢cn
Thi s ce ne observi i tu.
se mAN®©nch. 6 Macul
nterzis snh

ui
nealteptatn. Cond
nefericitn.o
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0See? This is all your f avVezi ? E numai vina tal! ¢
books. You made me read them. Now | am scared to death. M-ai pus shA |le citesc (i eu,
What you teach really happen ceea ce predai chiar se " ntceC
Come. |l dm taking the |ie: Acuma Vi cu mi nefla mabaicur
pandemic or no pandemic! Humbug. 6 pandemia! Tampeniade pe | ume. O
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OQuiet. Shut the door. 16 4Ssst. ¢énchide ula. Am avi
canot seem to extract mysel f ies din el. Noi doun eram | a un lao
sleeping seagull. You woke up for a very brief moment, and trezit scurt i ai “ntrebat:
asked: O06Are we there yet?0d We M-am temut cAl amepat adMaamis,
| was afraid we might slipthrou gh. So | th 6Al vrea sn pot zbura ~ memad
| could fly right now.d You s arpilenoastre Nui ti u cum ai fAacut t
you did that, but, then, | have no idea, either, how we managed ni ci cum de puteam noi sn fi
to coexist within one bird floating on air. And where it is that pluteainaer . L i nici “ncotro cre
you thought we were going. Nu conteazn. me@@tun tvirneme -mih
Anyway. | f | am there with you, wherever we go is the pash “ncotro ne " neéer émtcrhm.sn
l ast thing on my mind. Keep t+ rAamGn "n vVvi s. L i nu c Qenucrazi ts
with my dream. And dondt you poate sn altepte. Eu nu. 6
can wait. | candot. o

C ONTEMPORARY

LITERATURE P RESS

https://editura.mttlc.ro/
2022

The University of Bucharest



Lidia Vianu

© Bumble -Bea
124
15 May 2020 15 mai 2020

00K . I candt help it. I f aof -amN "ncotro. Dacn aces
you, f iemmoding. 1 6 m i mportant pentru tinenh fmesac.!

| want a seat in the front row, so that you can see me Simi Tii loc “n rondul “~nt
better. I f you wondét give it nu vrei snh renunTi l a el ca
have decided to follow you there myself. | know your students ch vin eu dupn tine. S4am pierdutT
may think both of us crazy, but that is beyond my control. minTil em car sm fac.

At least, | hope, your class will be all about me today? | Cel puTinn agperved Tine wun
am yours, and | am the only Bea that knows English, andfi despre mine? Sunt a ta, [i st
dondt | | ook cute? Nobody el: i sunt @uwieralita?arNei meni di n
none of them can bark. Whenever a latecomer opens the door, ur ec hi cu bl ann, [ ni ci unul
for instance, | can bark for a whole hour without getting tired "nt©rziat desphl dB, Uphatusd or
or bored. | am unique. sn obosesc ori sn mA plicti st

Youbdd better introduce me Ai face bine sn mmi pfraecieal

So that they can greet me properly.6 ca sA mMA “ntO©mpine toTi cum ¢
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olcanseey our dreams. Youdve AEu [ fiuved visele. Ai av
dream in your entire life: you were fl ying over the wide blue toatn viaTa ta: zbur ai pest e
sea. Dar , mult " nainte de asta

But, before that, in front of a window that was higher dec©t bnhArbia ta, gatdéat: @&umt singurm .
than your chin, you stood and thought: @ am alone. | do not Locul meu e Aintaptai parte. d
bel on g Ardgou waitedl. Avenit,cu Aut o b u z u-&de&lis ochii: tu el nu erai

He came, on Bus 33. He opened your eyeswith him you singur n.
were not alone. De multe ori te uiTi “~n ot

Sometimes you look into my eyes, hoping. On the other  vederea mea j umniva tad n, -mamat at jel
side of my sighti half-life, half-sea, halfsadness half-love, mahnire, j umn4t atbé r e, -sjinmgrutraitteat e
half-solitude, half-waiti he knows. When you hold me, we all al t epetlarieti e. Atunci c©nd mn

know. The 1, 2, 3 of us)
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ol am following the foots teps in the sand. | dreamt of aMerg duph ur mel e -ana Visatl azir

them last night, and they have not led me anywhere yet. | have noapt e, [ i-au ndcuns nnui crfii er i . Ha
no idea whom they belong to. Have you left me never to come palii. Ai pipbéactasiCauTi me cin.
back? Are you looking for anyone? | have forgotten how to be sA fiu singurn Ii sA mA zbat
alone and fight for food and shelter. You h ave done all that for doi ani faci tu asta nmpiecnitordua ti
me for almost two years now. | had never seen the sea forreal fnainte. Terog,t r e zmd t-@hM s A mnA mai su
before. Please, wake me up. | will never be angry because of mniAn Ti i “-en Hierseél.  riviienson .s AT emAr o

the leash. | love that leash. Just come and take me homé.
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