Contemporary Literature Press,
online Publishing House of the University of Bucharest,

brings Romanian research into the limelight
when a children’s story by James Joyce is published for the first time ever.

World literature welcomes an exceptionally important event: an Irish
publishing house published in January 2012 The Cats of Copenhagen, a
short fairy-tale which Joyce wrote for his grandson Stephen in 1936.

The author of Modernism, Joyce explored inner life using language as
a fabulous tool.

To Romanian culture, Joyce is particularly meaningful, on account of
his friendship with Brancusi, the man who fathered Modernist art. This
friendship influenced Finnegans Wake undoubtedly: proof is the extensive
use of Romanian words in it.

It is remarkable, but natural in many ways, that two Romanian
specialists in English Studies should have paved the way, | should say, to
this publication that revived interest in the work of the inexhaustible James
Joyce. Both of them are academics, connected to the University of
Bucharest. C. George Sandulescu is a reputed Joycean scholar: he has
written The Joycean Monologue and The Language of the Devil. Now he is
the Executive advisor of the Online Literature Publishing House of the
University of Bucharest, which he has founded together with Lidia Vianu.
Contemporary Literature Press is also supported by The Romanian Cultural
Institute and the British Council.

The two academics have already published four Lexicons in the
series entitled Joyce Lexicography: A Lexicon of Romanian in Finnegans
Wake, A Lexicon of the German in Finnegans Wake, A Lexicon of Common
Scandinavian in Finnegans Wake, and A Lexicon of Allusions and Motifs in
Finnegans Wake. The preoccupation of the two shcolars and publishers with
the work of a writer who has never ceased to amaze his readers is now at the
core of European Joyce Studies. The recent publication of The Cats of
Copenhagen brings Romanian academic research to the front once again.
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Lumea Iltlrn earopeana si internationala este talbarata de

prof. univ. dr. Lidia ViANy

| receat, Tn ianwarie 2612, a fest publicata, la » editara irfandeza, o operd necunescata a lnl James Joyce,
pesibil altina. Este verba despre The Cats of Capeahages, pavestire scrisa de Joyce si inserata,
Tutr-un auteatic stil joycean, inir-o scrissare caire nepetul sau, din 5 seplembrie 1935.

A descoperi, 1a 71 de ani (implinit in ianuarie)
de la moartea lui Joyee, © operd a marchn scriitor
este cu adevirat i ¢ demn a
lumea culturali mondiali. Importanta scoatenti la
luming a unei scrien necunoscnle este cu atil mai
mare cu cat este vorba despre un autor genial, care
amfluentat in mod desy hiteratura secolulm XX,
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in garda modern: euro-
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scriiturdi, prin tehnica fuxubn constintei (the

artei moderne, cel mai mare sculptor al secolulut
XX. O prietenie exemplard, inwe doud genn,
cultun =i limbi, care a Bsat urme ading in
Finnegans Wake - ultimul roman, straniu si
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de amnte romanest.
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stream of conscousness), pron care mvestigheaz
abirmumle universulm interior, prin genl cu
care abordears limba & creeazd fabuloase univer-
sun lexicale s fillosofice, Joyce revolutioneazi
hteratura secoluln XX, Cu toate acestea, autorul
umor opere precum Dubliners (1914), The Portrait
of the Arist as a Young Man (1916), Ulpsses
(1922), Finnegans Wake (1939) nu a primit
Premiul Nobel... Publicarea unei scriert inedite a
I James Joyce, desi comportd unele aspecte inci
neclare din puncial de vedere al dreptunlor de
editare, este. in acest context auctorial, un
eveniment de senzatie pentru literele mondiale.
Nu trebune & uitim un hicru foarte important:
aceastd povestire, deveniti celebritate diala
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exegett din Furopa a1 din treaga lume. Este
absohnrcmmahlcadmznghndcpmmgmn
culturii a itari G,
George SANDUIBCUnhnglANU intreprind
o hermeneutics fir3 pr:l.tdml i cadrul studilor
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Finnegans Wake. Pand in prezent, CONTEMPO-
RARY LITERATURE PRESS, editura onlne a
Universititii din Bucuresti, care finctioneazi in
parteneriat cu Brtish Councal st Institutul Cultural
Romin, proect initial @ coordonat de prof. univ.
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scriitorul Joyee tinea cel mai mult sial Girui nume,
Stephen 1., la fcut celebru prin cel putin doui
din marnle sle romane. Lumea intreagd nu a anat
inci ce are de spus acest nepot al marehs scriitor,
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urmare.

Pentru cultura romina, pe lingd miza estetici,
opera lui Joyce si scriitorul insust prezantd un motiv
special de interes prin prietenia marelut irlandez
cu Brincus, considerat, la rindul lw, pirmtele

Finnegans Wake, de Helmut Bonheim; A Lexicon
of Common Scandinavian m Finnegans Wake, de
C. Gearge Sandulesc; A Lexicon of Allusions and
Motifs in Finnegans Wake, editati de C. George
Sandulescu. Demersul stimtfic s cultural al auto-
nlor s Editms CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE
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muo \'lznmc comparati miegratoare, bazati peo
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mierpretini savante s al unei rafinate mtehgente
critice.

Se poate afirma i profesori George
Sandulescu si Lidia Vianu se afli, prin cercetanle
lor; in avangarda europeand a stditlor joytcmc,
altfel spus in avangarda aborddni antice a unei
opere de avangardi, care sia depdsit cu mult epoca
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lui 5 a globalizin: culturale.
la!z cz, prin recuperarea din bbirintul tmpulu a
unei scieni ca The Gats of Copenhagen, Joyce
surprinde din nou un public, pe care, de aproape

vesiment de nunllnli importasta ultmh

estetice, fillosofice, pshologice si Imgyistice... O
performanti culturald precum a celor doi anglist
romani de pltsugm, urmpl:ua m adxul slud.nlor
academice in
aritici literare, pe plan european 8 mondal, nu
face decat si ne dea sperante pentru viitorul
cercefini umversitare st culturn romanesti in
termeni excelenter s deschideni universale.
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