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Theoretical Backup for the Lexicon of Finnegans Wake

Edited by C. George Sandulescu

Charles Ogden (18891957) was
a linguist and a language philosopher:
to him the word was as real as any other
object in his hands. He demonstrated
this by recording the very voice of
James Joyce himselfThe reading was
made in August 1929at Ki ng o0 ¢
London. By mentioning the year of that
recording, we inevitably notice that the
first quarter of the twentieth century
grouped together quite a number of
remarkable events. 1. The phonograph
had been invented before 1900. 2. Tom
Stoppard, in his play Travesties
describes how, in 1917, in Zurich, Joyce,
Tzara, and Lenin sat not far one from
the other in the very same room. 3. The
BBC came into being in 1922. 4. During
the same year, Ogden published his
own translation into English of
Witt g e n s t e Tractatss Logice
Philosophicuswhich had been written
in German the year before. 5. The same
year, 1922, saw the publication of
Joycldydsesa nd E ITheoWaéte
Land Whether Joyce had read
Wittgenstein is the great question that
nobody can answer . 6 .
The Meaning of Meaningvas published
in 1923: it made the relationship
between sound and meaning the
essence of Moderni

Charles Ogden (18891957) este
cunoscut ca i ng
limbajului: cuvantul, pentru el, era o
realitate concr ed
demonstrat atunci cand a inregistrat pe
di sc vocea [ ui J
cnregistrarea a f
1929 1laKi ngds Col |l ege
primul sfert al secolului XX s-au mai
petrecut o] sumn
importante. 1. Tnainte chiar de anul
1900 sa inventat fonograful. 2. Tom

Stoppard Tl co
Travestep e i deea cn, °
Joyce, Tzar a-aul dflat
"mpreunn “n aceea
anul 1922 a lvuat f
aceluiali an Ogder

e n g | €ractatus LogicaPhilosophicus
pe care Wittgenstein 1l publicase in
ger mannh cu un5 Tatnin
anul 192 2 Ulgssesdaep nJrou
The Waste Landl e EIl i ot .
raspuns pentru mQ
dacn J eay cité oril nu pe
Wittgenstein. 6. Ogden a publicat The
Meaning of Meaningin 1923, carte cee

anunTa cA esenTa
relaTia dintre sur
anul ui 1930, Ogder

volume importante: Opposition| Basic
English John Lyons, autor de manuale,




Ogden published two other major

books, Opposition and Basic English
The textbook-writer John Lyons
consi der e dOpfgtidretm bes
one of the best discussions on the

subject.
The reason we are publishing
Ogdends books now,

backup for James Joyce Lexicography,
has something to do with the fact that
there is a close rdationship between
Ogdends two major
achievement was that he made publicly
known the recording of Joyce reading a
fragment of the book he was writing in
40 | anguages at or
great achievement was Basic English:
he believed that English could be, and
was, in fact, the key to the one and only
international l ang
of Meaning, Opposition and Basic
English seem to lead straight into
Joyceds own t hou
hovering in his mind during the 17
years while he was writing Finnegans
Wake.

Quite remarkable is the fact that
Alexandru Graur, member of the so-
called Academy of the Socialist
Republic of Romania, wrote a book in
which he described Basic English not
onlyasan oO0i mperi al i st
themostor epr ehensi bl e

Ogdenod t hree
grouped under the heading
Theoretical Backup, posit major
guestions for Joyce researchersWhat
made the British linguist Charles
Ogden record James Joyce reading
from a book far from being finished at

considera Opposition a fi una dintre
cel e mai bume edisgs ¢

RaTiunea pentr U
“n acest moment ¢
fundament teoretic al seriei
| exi cografice Joy
Ogden a reali zat
importante, care sunt strans legate
“ntre el e. Pri mul
cunoscutn | umi. V Q
un fragment dintr -o carte in care se
exprima “n 40 de |
“n acelali ti mpBasic
English  Ogden era "~ nc
engl ezn este sing
l i mbhA uni ch ildeite du
privind s ensBasicEnglsh
duc drept | a gondl
|-au obsedat pe Joyce in cei 17 ani cat
dur at poOnn ce a
Finnegans Wake.

Nu este lipsit de interes faptul
cn Al exandru Gidauw
zisei Academii a Republicii Socialiste

RomO©ni a, a scris
descriaBasicEnglisldr e pt o0 ¢
i mperialistn i co

Grupate “n s
fundament ar e teor
vol ume de Ogden r
probl eme esenTial ¢
operei lui Joyce:Ce anumel-a f A c
l i ngvistul britan-

| inregistreze pe James Joyce citind un
fragment dintr -0 carte pe care nici

mAcao her minase ' n
teoreticn | e angléh lui ¢
Ogden de 1inregistrarea vocii lui

Joyce, singura inregistare, de altfel, a
voci i l ui Joyce pcCcC




the time? What theoretical threads can
possibly connect
books t o t he recc
voice, the only one of its kind to this
day? And, last but not least: Why
exactly did Joyce accept to be
recorded?

We, as the publishers of this
series do hope the diligent reader will
certainly manage to find his own
answers.

nu Tn ultimul rand, de ce oare a
acceptat Joyce snh
Ogden?

Autorii acestei serii teoretice
spern coni i ciattietnol i
aceste enigme, fiecare n felul Ilui,
desigur.

C. George Sandulescu & Lidia Vianu
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such a round and symbolic date.
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If you want to have all the information you need about Finnegans
Wake, including the full text of Finnegans Wakdine-numbered, go
to the personal site Sandulescu Online , at the following internet
address:
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We have so far published in this James Joyce

Lexicography Series:

Part Two

Title:
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http://editura.mttlc.ro/ogden-the-meaningof-

meaning.html
Theoretical Backup Two for the Lexicon of 93p Noé€l 2013

56. Finnegans WakeCharles K. Ogden: Opposition.
http://editura.mttlc.ro/ogden-opposition.html

Vol.

Vol Theoretical Backup Three for the Lexicon of 42p Noé€l 2013

S57. Finnegans WakeCharles K. Ogden:Basic English.
http://editura.mttlc.ro/ogden-basicenglish.html

You are kindly asked to address your comments, suggestions, and criticism to the
Publisher: lidia.vianu@g.unibuc.ro

If you want to have all the information you need abobtnnegans
Wake, including the full text oFinnegans Wakdine-numbered, go to
the personal sitesandulescu Onlineat the following internet address:

http://sandulescu.perso.monaco.mc/
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C. George Sandulescu

Only Connect

i A stupid marni'sireport of

- what a clevermanssays
can neverbesaccurate,
because heiunconsciously
translates what he hears
into something hecan

understand.

I. A. Richards (18931979)

Bertrand Russell visiting the Alps, 1930.

Charles Kay Ogden Ludwig Wittgenstein
(18891957) (18891951)

Alexandru Graur Bertrand Russell (18721970)

(19001988)
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oThe following pages, so0me
ago as 1910, have appeared for the most part in periodical form
during 1920-22, and arise out of an attempt to deal directly
with difficulties raised by the influence of Language upo n

Thought . 0
Charles K. Ogden

(Preface to the first edition. Magdalene College, Cambridge, January 1923

PREFACE

To e Firsr Epirion

THE following pages, some of which were written as
long ago as 1910, have appeared for the most part in
periodical form during r1920-22, and arise out of an
attempt to deal directly with difficulties raised by the
influence of Language vpon Thought.
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Ludwig Josef Johann (18891951 Tractatus LogicePhilosophicug1921), translated
Wittgenstein into English by Charles K. Ogden in 1922

Charles Kay Ogden (18891957 The Meaning of Meanin¢l923
James Joyce (18821941) Finnegans Wakg19221939

fTheonIyr ecording of James Joyce r eadi,iasgingeighpf
andf a half minutes, was made by Charles K. Ogden in London, in August 1929 g

B T T T N T N S

If Joyce knew a great British linguist personally and knew him well,
that was Charles Ogden, who was actually the only professional British
linguist who succeeded to provid e a recording of the voice of James Joyce.
Charles Ogden is the distinguished Lon
voice, while being at the same time the very first to translate Ludwig
Wittgenstein into English. If Joyce knew Ogden, he must have been
acquainted withracius t genstei nds

The question oDid Joyce know Wittge
Charles Ogden is the key to it.
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By a strange coincidence, thisOgden cover carries the Irish and
Romanian flags intermingled!

The lIrish flag vertical from the flagpole is green, white, and
orange. The Romanian flag vertical from the flagpole is blue, yellow,
and red. The Ogden cover is green, yellow, and red. Further
coincidence, both countries are the only ones who use the French wod
tricolour most frequently to refer to their respective national flags! The
way the British call their own flag the Union Jack.
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The picrecring work about the ience of symbolism, T H E B ] B L E
and about how language influences thought N

REANTNG| | oeme
O F

U

s 'y it was to $3y i thing;
. wellin advance of its time™ ~Umberto Eco CAMBRIDGE

* CK_OGDEN AND LA RICHARDS i o

£ With a new introduction by Umberto Eco

1N AVGCIATION ETte
EVANS BROTHERS, LTD
1043

Joyce, in our opinion, has learnt more from his drinking sessions
with the Romanian sculptor Constantin Brancusi, as well as from the
very recent writings of Charles Ogden, than from all the famous works
of writers like Marcel Proust, or Rabelais, the only exception, perhaps,
being Lewis Carroll.
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Ludwig Wittgenstein
TRACTATUS

Ludwig Wittgenstein

‘I'ractatus THE

LOGICO-~
philosophicus WASTE LAND PHILOSOPHICU:

B
T.s. ELIOT

T

EINNEGHRS The System of
WAKE Basic English

BY

JAMES
JONCIE

by C.K. Ogden

1922-1939
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Basic English

1957

Alexandru Graur

¢cn "ncerchril e In its desperate and futile

zadarnice de a impune intregii lumi

| 1 mb a engl ezn, -1
americani au recurs n ultimul timp la

o stratagemnAn puTi
camuflare a | i mbi
oameni de [ tiinTn,
cceat al i mbbasicEnglish, ua :
fel de sur ogat de I i mt
l i mbrengl ezn sSi mp

maximum. Basic-English are numai

850 de cuvinte (
practicn, prin di
adaugnhn cuvint e, c

cel care viea so “~nveTe ¢
greutate prea mare. De curind sa luat

ini Ti ati va ibasckenthr
Aceste " ncerchri ¢
sigur , cnci el e (
engleza (I i -unrfed de

attempt to make English the language
of the world, Anglo -American
imperialism has lately decided to
camouflage the English language,
which is not a very bright thing to do.
Some socalled scientists in its pay
have created Basic English, which is a
kind of surrog ate English, a drastically
simplified variety of English. Basic
English only has 850 words in it,
theoretically: in fact, by means of a
number of tricks, thousands of words
find their way in there. The idea
behind all this is to prove that learning
English is very easy. Basic French has
now been concocted as well. These
attempts are of course doomed to falil.
They simply turn English and French
into a collection of charades: when an
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