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Theoretical Backup for the Lexicon of Finnegans Wake 
 

Edited by C. George Sandulescu 

 

 
Charles Ogden (1889-1957) was 

a linguist and a language philosopher: 

to him the word was as real as any other 

object in his hands. He demonstrated 

this by recording the very voice of 

James Joyce himself. The  reading was 

made in August 1929 at Kingõs College, 

London. By mentioning the year of that 

recording, we inevitably notice that the 

first quarter of the twentieth century 

grouped together quite a number of 

remarkable events. 1. The phonograph 

had been invented before 1900. 2. Tom 

Stoppard, in his play Travesties, 

describes how, in 1917, in Zurich, Joyce, 

Tzara, and Lenin sat not far one from 

the other in the very same room. 3. The 

BBC came into being in 1922. 4. During 

the same year, Ogden published his 

own translation into English of 

Wittgensteinõs Tractatus Logico-

Philosophicus, which had been written 

in German the year before. 5. The same 

year, 1922, saw the publication of 

Joyceõs Ulysses and Eliotõs The Waste 

Land. Whether Joyce had read 

Wittgenstein is the great question that 

nobody can answer. 6. Ogdenõs own 

The Meaning of Meaning was published 

in 1923: it made the relationship 

between sound and meaning the 

essence of Modernism. 7. In the 1930õs, 

 Charles Ogden (1889-1957) este 

cunoscut ca lingvist ĺi filosof al 

limbajului: cuvântul, pentru el, era o 

realitate concretń.  Acest lucru l-a 

demonstrat atunci când a înregistrat pe 

disc vocea lui James Joyce ´nsuĺi. 

ċnregistrarea a fost fńcutń ´n august 

1929 la Kingõs College, Londra. Tot ´n 

primul sfert al secolului XX s-au mai 

petrecut o sumń de evenimente 

importante. 1. Înainte chiar de anul 

1900 s-a inventat fonograful. 2. Tom 

Stoppard ´ĺi construieĺte piesa 

Travesties pe ideea cń, ´n 1917 la Z¿rich, 

Joyce, Tzara ĺi Lenin s-au aflat 

´mpreunń ´n aceeaĺi ´ncńpere. 3. În 

anul 1922 a luat fiinŤń BBC. 4. ċn cursul 

aceluiaĺi an Ogden a tradus ´n limba 

englezń Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, 

pe care Wittgenstein îl publicase în 

germanń cu un an ´nainte. 5. Tot în 

anul 1922 au apńrut Ulysses  de Joyce ĺi 

The Waste Land de Eliot. Rńm©ne fńrń 

rńspuns pentru moment ´ntrebarea 

dacń Joyce l-a citit ori nu pe 

Wittgenstein. 6. Ogden a publicat The 

Meaning of Meaning  în 1923,  carte care 

anunŤa cń esenŤa Modernismului era 

relaŤia dintre sunet ĺi sens. 7. ċn jurul 

anului 1930, Ogden mai publicń douń 

volume importante: Opposition ĺi Basic 

English. John Lyons, autor de manuale, 



 

 

                                                              

Ogden published two other major 

books, Opposition, and Basic English. 

The textbook-writer John Lyons 

considered Ogdenõs Opposition to be 

one of the best discussions on the 

subject. 

    The reason we are publishing 

Ogdenõs books now, as a theoretical 

backup for James Joyce Lexicography, 

has something to do with the fact that 

there is a close relationship between 

Ogdenõs two major achievements. One 

achievement was that he made publicly 

known the recording of Joyce reading a 

fragment of the book he was writing in 

40 languages at once. Ogdenõs second 

great achievement was Basic English: 

he believed that English could be, and 

was, in fact, the key to the one and only 

international language. Ogdenõs ideas 

of Meaning, Opposition and Basic 

English seem to lead straight into 

Joyceõs own thoughts constantly 

hovering in his mind during the 17 

years while he was writing Finnegans 

Wake.   

Quite remarkable is the fact that 

Alexandru Graur, member of the so -

called Academy of the Socialist 

Republic of Romania, wrote a book in 

which he described Basic English not 

only as an òimperialistó act, but also as 

the most òreprehensible attemptó.   

 Ogdenõ three books, now 

grouped under the heading 

Theoretical Backup , posit major 

questions for Joyce researchers: What 

made the British linguist Charles 

Ogden record James Joyce reading 

from a book far from being finished at 

considera Opposition a fi una dintre 

cele mai bune discuŤii pe aceastń temń.  

        RaŤiunea pentru care publicńm 

´n acest moment cńrŤile lui Ogden, ca 

fundament teoretic al seriei 

lexicografice Joyce, este aceea cń 

Ogden a realizat douń lucruri 

importante, care sunt strâns legate 

´ntre ele. Primul este cń a fńcut 

cunoscutń lumii vocea lui Joyce citind 

un fragment dintr -o carte în care se 

exprima în 40 de limbi strńine diferite 

´n acelaĺi timp. Al doilea este Basic 

English: Ogden era ´ncredinŤat cń limba 

englezń este singurul drum cńtre o 

limbń unicń internaŤionalń. Ideile lui 

privind sensul, opoziŤia ĺi Basic English 

duc drept la g©ndurile care trebuie cń 

l-au obsedat pe Joyce în cei 17 ani cât a 

durat p©nń ce a terminat de scris 

Finnegans Wake.   

        Nu este lipsit de interes faptul 

cń Alexandru Graur, membru al aĺa-

zisei Academii a Republicii Socialiste 

Rom©nia, a scris ĺi el o carte ´n care 

descria Basic English drept o ò´ncercare 

imperialistń ĺi condamnabilń.ó 

         Grupate ´n secŤiunea de 

fundamentare teoreticń, cele trei 

volume de Ogden ridicń o sumń de 

probleme esenŤiale pentru cerecetńtorii 

operei lui Joyce: Ce anume l-a fńcut pe 

lingvistul br itanic Charles Ogden sń-

l înregistreze pe James Joyce citind un 

fragment dintr -o carte pe care nici 

mńcar n-o terminase ´ncń? Ce intenŤie 

teoreticń leagń oare volumele lui 

Ogden de înregistrarea vocii lui 

Joyce, singura înregistare, de altfel, a 

vocii lui Joyce p©nń ´n ziua de azi? Ĺi, 



 

 

                                                              

the time? What theoretical threads can 

possibly connect Ogdenõs major 

books to the recording of Joyceõs 

voice, the only one of its kind to this 

day? And, last but not least: Why 

exactly did Joyce accept to be 

recorded?  

 We, as the publishers of this 

series, do hope the diligent reader will 

certainly manage to find his own 

answers.  

 

nu în ultimul rând, de ce oare a 

acceptat Joyce sń fie ´nregistrat de 

Ogden? 

        Autorii acestei serii teoretice 

sperń cń cititorii atenŤi vor dezlega 

aceste enigme, fiecare în felul lui, 

desigur. 

 

  C. George Sandulescu & Lidia Vianu  
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 It is by coincidence rather than by special intention that we are reissuing The Meaning of 
Meaning at such a round and symbolic date. 
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deprived of ready access to the experimental fiction and poetry of the world. All Western 
literary criticism was also banned. Hence, the imperative necessity of  re-issuing a 
considerable amount of post-war discussions.  The Publisher.        
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 Only Connect  
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Alexandru Graur  Fondul principal al limbii române (1957) ñ Exctract 
 

p. 23  

I.A. Richards Some Recollections of C.K. Ogden (1957) 
 
 

p. 26  

Charles K. Ogden  
et al. 

The Meaning of Meaning.  

A Study of the Influence of Language upon 
Thought and of the Science of Symbolism. 

 

p. 32 

Chapter I 
Thoughts, Words 
and Things  

 p. 34  

           Meaning, the central problem of Language, 
neglected by the sciences most concerned, I. Its 
treatment by philosophers to be considered in detail 
as the analysis proceeds, particularly in Chapter 
VIII. The philological approach. ñ Professor 
Postgateõs clear formulation. The failure of 
Semantics; Bréal. F. de Saussure and la langue. The 
ethnologists; Boas. The development of psychology 
makes a scientific treatment of symbols possible. 
 
           The importance of Symbols in all discussion 
and inquiry. ð Symbolism the study of their 
influence on thought. The many functions of 
symbols. ñ Their function as organizing and 
communicating reference to be first considered. 
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Their emotive functio ns postponed till Chapter VII. 
A convenient diagram of Symbol, Reference and 
Referent. The relation of words to things indirect; 
through Interpretation. The dangers of verbal 
shorthand. Advance in Science through its rejection. 
ñ Relativity; Psycho-analysis. 
 
          Misinterpretation. Complexities due to 
misdirection; Lying. Such derivative problems of 
secondary importance. 
 
          The necessity for a theory of Interpretation 
based on our observation of others. The dubiety of 
Introspection. ñ Impossibility of a solipsistic 
account of communication; Baldwin. The variety 
and omnipresence of Sign-situations. The peculiar 
place of Symbols. 

Chapter II  
The Power of Words  

 

 p. 51 

           Symbols as a perennial source of wonder and 
illusion. The prevalence of symbol -worship among 
the uneducated. Language a vehicle of the most 
primitive ideas and emotions of mankind. The name 
as soul. ñ Secret names.  
 
 Verbal superstition still ri fe. ñ Reasons for 
its wide diffusion. ñ Purely verbal constructions in 
modern philosophy. The alleged world of Being; 
Bertrand Russell as a neo-Platonist. 
 
 The Greek view of language. ñ Platonism as 
the product of primitive word -magic. Heracleitus, 
Pythagoras. Parmenides. ñ Platoõs ôideasõ 
developed from the Pythagorean name-soul. ñ 
Neglect of Platoõs Cratylus. Aristotleõs dependence 
on words; his logic based on grammar. ñ 
Testimony of Whewell and Gomperz. ñ Linguistic 
tricks characteristic of Greek dialectic. Mauthnerõs 
critique of Aristotelian verbalism. ñ The De 
Interpretatione. Verbal superstitions in Rome. 
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Evidence that the Greeks realized the misleading 
influence of language.  Buddhism even more 
explicit. ñ But Aenesidemus and the Sceptics alone 
in antiquity approached the problem of signs 
scientifically.  
 
 The East the true home of verbal superstition. 
ñ Spells: verbal magic and verbal medicine. Verbal 
magic still practised freely today. ñ But in new 
forms. ñ Logicians as mystics. Rignano on the 
verbal carapace. ñ Affective resonance in 
metaphysics. Word-magic in modern medicine.  
 
 Only by an analysis of sign and symbol 
situations can we escape such influences. ñ The 
existence of the problem only realized in recent 
times. ñ Forerunners of a scientific treatment from 
William of Occam to Mauthner.  
 
 The next step. A theory of signs 
indispensable to an analysis of the meaning of 
symbols. ñ Light thrown on verbal magic by this 
theory. 
 

Chapter III  
Sign-Situations  

 p. 69 

           The theory of Meaning dependent upon the 
theory of Signs. ñ Reference, i.e., the relation 
between a thought and what it is of, not unique. The 
alleged direct relation of acquaintance with 
ôpropositionsõ; Keynes, Lipps, Husserl, van 
Ginneken. Previous psychological accounts of 
Knowledge ñ in terms of association, apperception 
and suggestion ñ insufficiently dynamic. ñ 
Development in terms of mnemic causation; Semon. 
Illustrations and explanations; Lloyd Morganõs 
caterpillar.  
 
 The defects of causal language. Restatement 
in terms of recurrent contexts. Examples of contexts 
psychological and external. Definition of a context. 

   



 
 

Theoretica Backup One for the Lexicon of Finnegan Wake: 

Charles K. Ogden: The Meaning of Meaning 
 

4 
 

                                                 

How contexts recur. ñ Generality of contexts and 
their probability.  
 
 Defects of accounts based on imagery. ñ 
Images as luxuries of mental life. Their dangers. 
Russell. ñ The context theory of reference 
illustrated in the difficult case of expectation. ñ The 
truth or falsity of a reference merely a question of 
the recurrence or non-recurrence of a context. ñ 
Extension of this view to expectations whose signs 
are themselves beliefs, and further to all cases of 
interpretation from particular to particular. 
Extension to general references. The generality and 
particularity of primitive references not the 
symbolic generality and particularity of logic. ñ 
The condition for general references. Inclusive and 
non-inclusive references, i.e., references to all and 
some. The detailed investigation of contexts a future 
task of psychology. 
 
 The referents of false beliefs. Propositions as 
references, i.e., relational characters of mental 
processes. ôLogical form,õ as the structure of 
references, ñ Inclusion of references in compound 
references. All complex references analysable into 
simple references, i.e., ideas or concepts which are 
indefinite and true. Ideas and  beliefs different only 
in complexity and in affective -volitional characters. 
ñ Definiteness of reference obtained only through 
complexity. A false reference composed of true 
simple references. Illustrations of compound false 
beliefs. 
 
 The conformity of the contextual theory of 
reference with modern scientific attitudes. ñ Its 
dependence upon some theory of probability. 
Suggestions towards a theory of probability. 
Misinterpretation, relevance, emotional 
interference. 
 

Chapter IV   p. 90  
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Signs in Perception  

           The theory of interpretation applied to 
perception. The difficulties of the question ôWhat do 
we see?õ due to the neglect of the sign-situations 
involved; Helmholtz. And to bad symbolic 
procedure. 
 
 Modifications of our sense organs as the 
initial signs which we interpret. Direct 
apprehending as a happening in the nerves. ñ 
Dismissal of the charge of materialism. This view 
merely a rounding off of the most comprehensive 
system of verified references yet obtained. As such 
at present unassailable. Some notorious paradoxes 
removed by the exhibition of the sign -situations 
present. Such expansion of symbols as a general 
anti-metaphysical method. 
 

  

Chapter V 
The Canons of 
Symbolism  

 

 p. 97  

 The postulates of communication. ñ Logic as the 
science of systematic symbolization. 
 
 The Canon of Singularity. The symbols of 
mathematics peculiar. ñ The nature of 
mathematics. Wittgenstein, Rignano, James Mill. 
The sameness of references. Symbol substitution. 
 
 The Canon of Definition. Identity of 
reference and identity of referent. ñ Difficulties in 
discussion. 
 
 The Canon of Expansion. The source of 
ôphilosophy.õ ñ Levels of reference. ñ Expansion 
must show the sign-situations involved. Symbolic 
overgrowth s and contractions. ñ ôUniversalsõ 
symbolic conveniences. ñ The illusion of a world of 
ôbeing,õ. Russel. Language as an instrument. 
Incorrect distinguished from false symbols. ñ The 
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Universe of discourse. 
 
 The Canon of Actuality. The discovery of the 
referent. Bogus referents. Examples of procedure. 
  
 The Canon of Compatibility. The avoidance 
of nonsense and ôantinomies.õ The ôLaws of 
Thoughtõ. 
 
 The Canon of Individuality. The ôplaceõ of a 
referent. ôPlaceõ as a symbolic accessory. Translation 
and expansion of false propositions. ñ Importance 
of expansion in education and controversy. 

Chapter VI  
Definition  

 p. 112   

            Four difficulties confronting a theory of 
definition. (i) Verbal and ôrealõ definitions. (ii) 
Definitions and statements. (iii) Definitions ad hoc. 
ñ The ôuniverse of discourse.õ (iv) Intensive and 
extensive definition.  
 
 The technique of definition. ñ The selection 
of starting -points with which to connect doubtful 
referents. ñ Types of fundamental connection few 
in number. ñ Reasons for this. Criteria of starting-
points. The merits of gesture-language. Complex 
and indirect relations. Enume ration of common 
routes of definition.  
 
 Application of this technique to discussion. 
ñ Fallacy of seeking the definition of a symbol. ñ 
Systematic and occasional definitions. Non-
symbolic, i.e., indefinable terms. Example of ôgoodõ. 
Influence of purpose on vocabulary. Error of 
seeking common element in various uses. Reasons 
for this habit. Difficulty of introducing new terms. 
The Method of Separation. Rules of thumb. ñ The 
naming of controversial tricks. ñ Schopenhauerõs 
suggestion. Three subterfuges distinguished: the 
phonetic (Millõs case); the hypostatic; the 
utraquistic. Further safeguards against 
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controversial malpractices. Dangerous words: 
Irritants, Degenerates, Mendicants (Matthew 
Arnold), Nomads (Locke). The value of a 
transferable technique. 

Chapter VII  
The Meaning of 
Beauty 

 p. 135 

           The perennial discussion of Beauty a suitable 
field in which to test the theory of definition. ñ The 
chaos in aesthetics. Rupert Brooke; Benedetto Croce. 
Separation of the uses of the word. Interrelations of 
these uses. Cognate and allied terms. 
 
  The multiple functions of language. ñ 
Frequency of apparent nonsense in the best critics; 
Longinus, Coleridge, Bradley, Mackail. The 
symbolic and the emotive use of words. ñ 
Statements and appeals. ñ The speaker and the 
listener. The symbolic and emotive functions 
distinct. ñ Claim to truth as the test. ñ Dangers in 
applying the test.  
 
 Neglect of this multiplicity by grammarians; 
von der Gabelentz, Vendryes. The speculative 
approach. Bergson, Stephen. Solution of the intellect 
versus intuition problem. ôVirtual knowledgeõ as 
aesthetic appreciation. Repose and satisfaction in 
Synaesthesis. ñ Interferences between language 
uses. D. H. Lawrence and the sun. 

    

Chapter VIII  
The Meaning of 
Philosophers  

 p. 151 

           Lack of attention to Meaning on the part of 
philosophers. Summary of the 1920-21 Symposium 
in Mind ; Schiller, Russell, Joachim, Sidgwick, 
Strong. Contemporaneous discussion of aphasia in 
Brain. ñ Inability of current psychology to assist 
neurolog ists; Parsons. 
 
 Recent American contributions. ñ The 
Critical Realists. The ubiquity of the term ômeaningõ 
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in their discussions. ñ Drake, Lovejoy, Pratt, 
Rogers, Santayana, Sellars, Strong. Uncritical use of 
the word ômeaningõ their chief bond of union. 
Particularly reprehensible display by Münsterberg. 
Appreciation of Münsterberg; Professor Moore. 
Vocabulary of the latter.  
 
 Further typical examples; Broad, Nettleship, 
Haldane, Royce. Keynes. Official psychology; seven 
professors. Psycho-analysis; Putnam. Pragmatists. 
Historians. Even the clearest thinkers; G. E. Moore. 
Artists, theologians and others. A crescendo of 
emotional asseveration. 

Chapter IX 
The Meaning of 
Meaning  

 p. 170  

           Desirability of improving on the linguistic 
practice of philosophers. ñ The framing of a list of 
definitions as in Chapter VII. Sixteen main 
definitions elicited. Discussion of these seriatim.  
Meaning as an intrinsic property of words (I) and as 
an unanalysable relation (II) dismissed. 
Consideration of dictionary meaning (III) 
postponed. Connotation (IV) and Denotation as 
logical artifacts; Johnson, Russell, Mill. Essences (V) 
as connotations hypostatized. Meaning as projected 
activity (VI) a meta phor, Schiller. Meaning as 
intention (VII) analysed; Joseph, Gardiner. 
Complications due to misdirection. Affective -
volitional aspects. Meaning as place in a system 
(VIII). A vague usage. This sometimes narrowed 
down to meaning as practical consequences (IX). 
William James and the pragmatists. Or to meaning 
as what is implied (X). Meaning as emotional 
accompaniments (XI). Urban. 
 
 The doctrine of Natural Signs (XII). ñ 
Examples. The psycho-analystõs ômeaningõ as ôcause 
of.õ Meaning as psychological context (XIIIA) in the 
contextual theory of reference. Further explanations 
of this theory. Instances and objections. Necessity of 
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checking the evidence of introspection. The 
inconclusiveness of immediate conviction. Why we 
must rely on symbols in abstract thinkin g. Meaning 
as referent (XIIIn) in the contextual theory of 
reference. Correspondence theory of truth 
unnecessary. Speaker and listener again. 
Delimitation of contexts the problem for the theory 
of communication. Meaning as what the speaker 
ought to be referring to (XIV); Good use. 
Dictionaries as marking overlaps between 
references of symbols. Complications in meaning 
due to symbol situations. (XV and XVI).  

Chapter X 
Symbol Situations  

 p. 188 

           The context theory of reference applied to the 
use of words. ñ The case of the hearer to be 
considered first. The recognition of sounds as words 
a preliminary stage. This not necessarily a conscious 
performance. These processes in infancy. Levels of 
interpretation.  
 
 No strict correlation between complexity of 
symbols and complexity of references. The contexts 
required for the use of proper names simpler than 
those for descriptive phrases. ñ Reasons and 
illustrations. The use of symbols to facilit ate 
abstraction. ñ Words acquired through other 
words. Metaphor as the primitive symbolization of 
abstraction. 
 
 The processes of symbolization in the 
speaker. Marked differences between individuals in 
this respect. Varied degrees of dependence of 
reference upon symbol. Great practical importance 
of these differences. The speaker sometimes word-
free, sometimes word-dependent. Light thrown 
upon these processes by pathology. ñ Aphasia. 
Different levels at which failure may occur. ñ The 
bearing of this upon Grammar. ñ Grammar as 
Natural History of symbol systems. ñ Good use as 
dependent upon Universes of discourse. The real 
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task of Grammar as a normative science. The study 
of symbols apart from the referential and emotive 
functions a mere pastime. 
 
 The multiplicity of the language functions. (i) 
Strict symbolization. (ii) Symbols as signs of the 
attitude of the Speaker to his audience. (iii) As signs 
of his attitude to his referent. (iv) As instruments for 
the promotion of purposes. (v) As signs of facility 
and difficulty in reference.  
 
 These functions probably exhaustive. 
Sentence-form as a compromise between 
symbolizat ion and the emotive factors. Illustrations 
of their interplay. The problems of Translation. 
Neglect of this multiplicity by grammarians. ñ Two 
functions sometimes recognized. The alleged 
neglect of the listener. Wundtõs use of Ausdruck. 
Dittrich, von Humboldt, de Saussure, Martinak and 
others on the listener. Brunotõs method.   
           
 Illustrations of compromises between 
language functions. Subordination. ð Poetic 
language the chief instance of this. ñ The verbal 
resources of the poet. ñ Lafcadio Hearnõs 
description of words. Shelley and the skylark. 
Rhythmic, metrical and other effects of words. 
Emotional use of metaphor. The influence of these 
effects on strict symbolization. Confusions due to 
misunderstanding of this influence.  
 
 Sociological and scientific consequences of a 
better understanding of language in general. ñ The 
urgency of further investigations. The opportunity 
now open. The emergence of a separate science. ñ 
Its scope and prospects. 

Summary   p. 213  
Appendices   p. 220 
 A. On Grammar p. 220   
 B. On Contexts p. 232  
 C. Aenesidemusõ Theory of Signs p. 235   
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 D. Some Moderns ñ p. 239  
 1. Husserl p. 239  
 2. Russell p. 240  
 3. Frege p. 243  
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 5. Baldwin  p. 247  
 6. Peirce p. 248  
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Supplements   p. 266 
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C. George Sandulescu 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Charles Kay Ogden 

(1889-1957) 

 
Ludwig Wittgenstein  

(1889-1951) 
 

 

A stupid man's report of 
what a clever man says 
can never be accurate, 
because he unconsciously 
translates what he hears 
into something he can 
understand. 

Bertrand Russell 

 
I. A. Richards (1893-1979) 

visiting the Alps, 1930. 

 
Alexandru Graur  

(1900-1988) 

 

 
 

 
Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) 
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       òThe following pages, some of which were written as long 

ago as 1910, have appeared for the most part in periodical form 

during 1920-22, and arise out of an attempt to deal directly 

with difficulties raised by the influence of Language upon 

Thought.ó 

Charles K. Ogden  
 

(Preface to the first edition. Magdalene College, Cambridge, January 1923.) 
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Ludwig Josef Johann 

Wittgenstein  

 

 

(1889-1951) 

 

Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (1921), translated 

into English by Charles K. Ogden in 1922 

 

Charles Kay Ogden  

 

(1889-1957) The Meaning of Meaning (1923) 

James Joyce 

 

(1882-1941) Finnegans Wake (1922-1939) 

The only recording of James Joyce reading a part of òAnna Livia Plurabelleó, lasting eight 

andf a half minutes, was made by Charles K. Ogden in London, in August 1929. 

 

 

 If Joyce knew a great British linguist personally and knew him well, 

that was Charles Ogden, who was actually the only professional British 

linguist who succeeded to provid e a recording of the voice of James Joyce. 

Charles Ogden is the distinguished London  linguist who recorded Joyceõs 

voice, while being at the same time the very first to translate Ludwig 

Wittgenstein into English.  If Joyce knew Ogden, he must have been 

acquainted with Wittgensteinõs Tractatus.   

 The question òDid Joyce know Wittgenstein?ó has an answer, then: 

Charles Ogden is the key to it.  
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By a strange coincidence, this Ogden cover carries the Irish and 

Romanian flags intermingled!  

The Irish flag vertical from the flagpole is green, white, and 

orange. The Romanian flag vertical from the flagpole  is blue, yellow, 

and red. The Ogden cover is green, yellow, and red. Further 

coincidence, both countries are the only ones who use the French word 

trico lour most frequently to refer to their respective national flags! The 

way the British call their own flag the Union Jack. 
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Joyce, in our opinion, has learnt more from his drinking sessions 

with the Romanian sculptor Constantin Brancusi, as well as from the 

very recent writings of Charles Ogden, than from all the famous works 

of writers like Marcel Proust, or Rabelais, the only exception, perhaps, 

being Lewis Carroll.   
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1922 

   
 
 
 

 
1929 

 

 
1923 

 
1922-1939 

 

 
1934 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


